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ExMC/911/Inf

March 2014

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM) 
TITLE:  Meeting Information Document for Dubai IECEx Meetings May 2014 
INTRODUCTION 

This document contains Registration and meeting details for the IECEx Executive and Operational meetings to be held in Dubai, UAE, May 2014.

Members are requested to complete the registration form, ANNEX B and forward to mark.amos@iecex.com by 9th May 2014.
Chris Agius 
IECEx Executive Secretary
	IECEx Secretariat

Australia Square
Level 33, 264 George Street

Sydney  NSW 2000

Australia


	Tel:  +61 2 4628 4690
 Fax: +61 2 4625 3480 

 Email: chris.agius@iecex.com


GENERAL INFORMATION

Re: The IECEx Executive and Operational Meetings, May 2014 
To be held in Dubai, UAE
From Sunday 18th May 2014 to Friday 23rd May 2014
MEETING PLACE

The meetings will be held at:

Sofitel Dubai Downtown
Sheihk Zayed Road
Downtown Dubai
00000 - DUBAI
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Phone: (+971)43387521
Fax: (+971)43387521
E-Mail: H7492@sofitel.com 
Website: http://www.sofitel.com/gb/hotel-7492-sofitel-dubai-downtown-opening-may-2014/index.shtml 
MEETING SCHEDULE

	Date
	Meeting
	Location

	Sunday, 18th May 2014
	IECEx ExMC WG 2 ExPCC – Personnel Certification
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown

	Monday, 19th May 2014
	ExPCC Main Committee – Personnel Certification 
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown

	Tuesday, 20th May 2014
	09:00 – 12:00 IECEx ExMC WG 4 ExPCC – Personnel Certification
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown

	
	13:00 – 17:00 ExPCC Main Committee – Personnel Certification 
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown

	Wednesday, 21st May 2014
	IECEx Executive Meeting 
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown

	
	IECEx ExMC WG 15 – Non Electrical Equipment
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown

	Thursday, 22nd May 2014
	09:00 – 12:00 IECEx ExMC WG 15 – Non Electrical Equipment
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown

	
	09:00 – 12:00 ExMarkCo Meeting – IECEx Marks Committee
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown

	
	13:00 – 17:00 IECEx ExMC WG 4 – ExCB/ExTL Assessments
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown

	Friday, 23rd May 2014
	IECEx ExMC WGs 1 & 5 – Equipment Scheme Rules + Quality System Requirements
	Sofitel Dubai Downtown


A map showing the venue for the Meetings is attached as Annex A.
MEETING HOURS: 
9.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m.




1:00 p.m. to   5.00 p.m.

Please note that in respect to our host’s attendance is limited to members of the specified Working and Operational Groups for each day. The IECEx Secretariat would like to thank you for your co-operation.

ACCOMODATION:

Sofitel Dubai Downtown
Sheihk Zayed Road
Downtown Dubai
00000 - DUBAI
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Phone: (+971)43387521

Fax: (+971)43387521

E-Mail: H7492@sofitel.com 
Website: http://www.sofitel.com/gb/hotel-7492-sofitel-dubai-downtown-opening-may-2014/index.shtml 
Corporate Rates:

Room Type: Classic King Room with Breakfast (Single Use) 
AED 700
Room Type: Classic King Room with Breakfast (Double Use) 
AED 750
A block of rooms have been allocated for delegates at Sofitel Dubai Downtown. 
To obtain the above corporate rate please complete the Hotel Reservation form (Annex C) and forward to H7492@sofitel.com at your earliest convenience. If you have any questions regarding hotel reservations please contact Nina Bertin, Sofitel Dubai Downtown, Mobile : +971 56 97 93 513. 

DUBAI, UAE
Dubai is the second largest emirate in the federation of the United Arab Emirates. It is, also, the economic capital of the state due to many advantages offered by this modern city on all aspects.

Favorable business conditions and shrewd investment decisions have led to Dubai becoming one of the Gulf’s most successful and rapidly expanding economic environments and Dubai is now firmly established as the business, financial and commercial hub of the region. It is a prosperous and diverse market and the employment growth required to match its expansion provides excellent opportunities for both clients and candidates. 

Indeed, Dubai has the fastest growing population in the world and is home to an exciting, diverse, multi-cultural blend of young, dynamic, professional people all enjoying the unrivalled quality of life the Emirate has to offer. People are drawn to the City as much for lifestyle reasons as for the outstanding employment prospects on offer.

ARRIVAL BY AIR
Dubai International Airport (DXB)
Located in the Al Garhoud district and ten minutes from the city centre, the airport is conveniently accessible via limousine, taxi, bus and the Dubai Metro. 

Sharjah International Airport (SHJ)
The airport is conveniently accessible via limousine, taxi, bus and shuttle bus.

Fujairah International Airport (FJR)

The airport is conveniently accessible via limousine, taxi, bus and shuttle bus.

Abu Dhabi International Airport (AUH)

The airport is conveniently accessible via limousine, taxi, bus and shuttle bus.

Taxi

Dubai also has an extensive taxi system, by far the most frequently used means of public transport within the Emirate. There are both government-operated and private cab companies. The Dubai Transport Corporation operates cream-coloured taxis. Some of the private cab companies are Cars Taxi, National Taxi, Cititaxi and Metro Taxi.

Driving


Cars are driven on the right hand side of the road. Seat belts must be worn in the front and it is recommended that passengers buckle up in the back as well. Speed limits vary from around 70 kmph in built up areas to 120 kmph on the highways. There are plenty of speed cameras and zero tolerance for drinking and driving.  

Hiring a Car


The minimum age for renting a vehicle is usually 21. A credit card, valid driving license and passport copy are required for the rental procedure. Some hire companies have representative desks in the main hotels.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
METRO

The Dubai Metro is a driverless, fully automated metro network in the United Arab Emirates city of Dubai. The Dubai Metro system has 47 Stations over 75km. For more information regarding timetables, ticketing and maps please visit http://dubaimetro.eu
BUSES:

Dubai has a very large bus system run by the Roads and Transport Authority (RTA). The bus system has 193 routes on weekdays.

CLIMATE AND CLOTHING

The UAE has a sub-tropical climate with warm temperatures, infrequent rainfall and blue skies most of the year. The climate in UAE is idyllic from November to April with warm sunny days, cool evenings and low humidity. Daytime temperatures range from 18°C to 30°C, dropping down to 12°C at night.

Apart from the winter evenings when shawls and jackets may be required, lightweight summer clothing is suitable for most of the year. In order to respect the national customs, conservative dress is advised. In public places ladies should cover their shoulders and the rest of the body down to the knees.

LANGUAGE

Arabic is the official & national language for the UAE. English is widely spread in UAE that is why traffic and roads signage, stores and supermarkets signboards and restaurant menus are all available in both languages. Spoken and written Arabic is widely used more in streets and shop signboards as you move away out of cities.

CREDIT CARDS

American Express, Diners Club, Eurocard, MasterCard, Visa and some other credit cards are accepted in most hotels, restaurants and shops, although both American Express and Diners Club are less acceptable.

CURRENCY

The local currency is the dirham (Dhs) also known as the Arab Emirate Dirham (AED). The currency is tied to the US dollar 1US$ = Dhs 3.67. Coins include: Dhs 1, 50 fils and 25 fils. Notes are of Dhs 5, 10, 20, 50, 10, 200, 500 and 1,000 denominations.

 

All major credit card brands are accepted in the UAE.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY
220/240 volts and 50 cycles. UK style, 3 pin plugs are the norm.
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MEAL FACILITIES

A variety of restaurants and cafes are available in the vicinity of the hotel. 
SHOPPING
Shopping centers in Dubai form a major portion of the city's skyline. You can see a plethora of skyscrapers vying for their own little space in the all-encompassing sky. Most tourists from across the globe come here lured by the thrill and amusement of shopping in Dubai. Dubai's shopping centers are perpetually swarming with locals and tourists on Dubai tours. Sprinkled all across the emirate, Dubai shopping centers have been giving strong competition to the prime shopping destinations like Singapore, New York, Paris, etc. Second to none in their architectural magnificence, these Dubai shopping markets have become some of the biggest tourist attractions of Dubai.

ALCOHOL
Dubai has several laws regarding alcohol which tourists should be aware of before visiting:
· Alcohol is available only at licensed premises, usually attached to hotels (most nightclubs and bars are in or attached to hotels, though they may have separate entrances). 

· Alcohol is not sold on religious holidays, nor during daylight hours in Ramadan (even to non-Muslims). 

· It is illegal to drink alcohol in public places
· Alcohol can be bought only for home consumption at certain outlets in Dubai, and an alcohol license is required. Supermarkets only stock non-alcoholic beers. Even food items containing alcohol are not sold in supermarkets. 

· The Legal age for drinking is 21 years. 

BUSINESS HOURS

The working week for both the private and public sectors runs from Sunday to Thursday, although many private companies work 6 (or 5½) days taking only Friday off. Under the Labor Law only Friday is an official day off.

Shops and Malls usually open daily from 10am – 11pm, closing later on the weekends.

On Friday all shops close for Prayer Time between 11.30 am and 1.30 pm and the malls open at 2 pm, until late. However, Petrol stations and hotels maintain their service during the Friday prayers 

PASSPORT, VISA AND VACCINATION

Before you travel to the UAE, please check your visa requirements and make sure you have a valid visa if needed. Holders of non-standard passports and travel documents may also have different entry requirements. Please check your visa and passport requirements with your UAE embassy.
However, if you need an Invitation Letter for Visa purposes please contact Mr. Farooq at ESMA via farooq@esma.ae
TIME ZONE

Local time is GMT + 4 hours, all year round.
USEFUL LINKS
http://www.definitelydubai.com/

http://www.dubaitourism.ae/

http://www.dubai.com/
ANNEX A

Hotel and Meeting Location
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          ANNEX B: Registration Form

MEETING REGISTRATION FORM

For attendance at the Dubai IECEx Executive and Operational meetings 18th May to 23rd May 2014
YES -  I will be attending the Dubai IECEx Meetings 18 - 23 May 2014: 

Please indicate which meetings you will be attending:

	Date
	Meeting
	(Y) Yes / (N) No

	Sunday, 18th May 2014
	IECEx ExMC WG 2 ExPCC – Personnel Certification
	

	Monday, 19th May 2014
	ExPCC Main Committee – Personnel Certification 
	

	Tuesday, 20th May 2014
	09:00 – 12:00 IECEx ExMC WG 4 ExPCC – Personnel Certification
	

	
	13:00 – 17:00 ExPCC Main Committee – Personnel Certification 
	

	Wednesday, 21st May 2014
	IECEx Executive Meeting 
	

	
	IECEx ExMC WG 15 – Non Electrical Equipment
	

	Thursday, 22nd May 2014
	09:00 – 12:00 IECEx ExMC WG 15 – Non Electrical Equipment
	

	
	09:00 – 12:00 ExMarkCo Meeting – IECEx Marks Committee
	

	
	13:00 – 17:00 IECEx ExMC WG 4 – ExCB/ExTL Assessments
	

	Friday, 23rd May 2014
	IECEx ExMC WGs 1 & 5 – Equipment Scheme Rules + Quality System Requirements 
	


NO -  I will not be attending the Dubai IECEx Meetings 18 - 23 May 2014
	Name
	

	Organisation
	

	E-Mail
	

	Hotel
	

	Comments
	


Please complete and return to mark.amos@iecex.com as soon as possible or by 2014-05-09
Please Note delegates are responsible for their own accommodation bookings.

To check current Membership listing visit 

For ExPCC Membership: http://www.iecex.com/expcc.htm (Document ExPCC/001/Inf)

For ExMarkCo:  

http://www.iecex.com/exmarkco.htm (Document ExMarkCo/01F/Inf)

For ExMC WGs: 
 http://www.iecex.com/directory/working_groups/wg_list.asp 
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                                          (ANNEX C)

SOFITEL DUBAI DOWNTOWN

Accommodation Reservation Form

17th to 24th May 2014

Emirates Authority For Standardization & Metrology

	Sofitel Dubai Downtown
	ID Reference for Room Block: ESMA


Guest Details
	Title (Mr/Mrs/Ms):
	
	Guest Name:
	

	Company Name:
	

	Address Details:
	

	Telephone Number:
	

	Email Address:
	


Reservation Details
	Room Type:
	Room Rate (per room/per night):

	CLASSIC KING SINGLE ROOM
	AED 700

	CLASSIC KING DOUBLE ROOM
	AED 750


Please complete your arrival and departure details below:

	Check-In

Date


	Arrival Flights Details


	Check-Out Date


	Departure Flights Details



	
	Airline
	Flight

Number


	Arrival

Time
	
	Airline
	Flight

Number


	Departure

Time



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Airport Transfers

from Dubai airport (DXB) charged at

AED 250.00 per way
	[image: image5.emf]Requested
	Not Requested



	Airport Transfers

from Abu Dhabi airport charged at

AED 650.00 per way
	Requested
	Not Requested




Reservation Terms and Conditions
1. Room rates inclusive of 10% service charge and 10% municipality fees.

2. Breakfast is included in the above rate. Served at Les Cuisine.

3. Rate excludes AED 20.00 per room per night Tourism Dirham.

4. Any room nights reserved either side of the room block are to be quoted separately by the hotel,

subject to availability.

5. Check-in: 15h00 – Check-out: 12h00 noon.

6. All arrivals and departures outside the times listed above will be charge at an agreed

supplement at the time of booking and will be subject to availability at the hotel.
Cancellation & No-Show
All room cancellation for conference participants must be made 1 day prior to arrival of each individual booking.

Any booking that is cancelled on the day of arrival will be charged one night stay.
PLEASE KINDLY PROVIDE YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS IN ORDER TO GUARANTEE THE BOOKING
I understand the terms and conditions of the reservation and cancellation/no-show and wish to guarantee the above reservation for the full number of nights as stated above.
I authorise for the credit card details below to be charged in the event of cancellation or no-show.

	Card Holder Name:
	
	Card Type:


	

	Card Number:
	
	Card Expiry Date:


	

	Signature of Card Holder (required if sending by fax):


	


PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM AND EMAIL IT TO H7492@sofitel.com
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