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	Question: 

Is it permissible to mark, with the certificate number suffix “X” and a warning label (visible to the user), fixed touchscreens of visual display units or parts of enclosures of plastic material of any size where the surface is intended to be touched or cleaned frequently in service?

Background:
Clear polymeric materials used for graphic displays and visual display unit touch screens are not able to be filled with material that will permit compliance with the testing criteria found in Clause 26.13 of IEC 60079-0.  
Answer: 

Yes, Clause 7.4.2e) in IEC 60079-0:2011 and 7.4.2g) in IEC 60079-0:2007 permit marking “X” and the warning given in 29.12 g) of IEC 60079-0:2011 and 29.11g) of IEC 60079-0:2007.  
For electrical equipment intended for fixed installations, the precautions to avoid risk from electrostatic discharge may form part of the intended installation or be a feature of the process in which the equipment is mounted. Through the use of ingenuity, the installation and use of the equipment can be such that the risk of ignition from electrostatic discharge is minimized.  

Examples of possible means include:

1. Control of environmental humidity to minimize the generation of static electricity

2. Protection from direct airflow
3. The equipment is not intended to be used when the area is known to be hazardous

4. Gas detection monitoring

5. Touch with an insulating object

6. Means to continuously drain off electrostatic charges
 

	Final wording might be changed when creating CDV and FDIS document versions.
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