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INTRODUCTION

Currently, ExTLs and ExCBs without national accreditation of their activities are subjected to an annual site assessment by at least 1 IECEx Assessor.
ExTLs and ExCBs with national accreditation have 5 years between site assessment visits of an IECEx Assessment Team, with the Secretariat conducting annual checking of the status of the accreditation.

At the Buxton May 2013 meeting of WG1, WG1 agreed to propose the introduction of at least 1 interim surveillance assessment visit, within the 5 year re-assessment period, by an IECEx Assessor for ExTLs and ExCBs holding national accreditation.

This recommendation is on the basis that ExTLs and ExCBs operating within IECEx  do so to strict operational rules and procedures that go beyond those of national accreditors and that 5 years between assessor visits maybe considered too long with an interim surveillance visit considered as both a compromise in both adding confidence to the process and costs incurred.

This proposal is to be considered during the 2013 ExMC Fortaleza meeting.
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Current Text from Section 2.2 of IECEx OD 003-2:
2.2 Surveillance of ExCBs and ExTLs with Acceptable National Accreditation

2.2.1 Procedure

The IECEx Secretariat shall, on at least an annual basis confirm the accreditation status and

scope of all ExCBs holding national accreditation that are not subject to annual IECEx

surveillance assessments.

This may require the IECEx Secretariat seeking confirmation from accreditation bodies and

ExCBs and ExTLs along with a call for audit reports issued by accreditation bodies and internal

audit reports of the ExCB and ExTLs in order to gain evidence of compliance with ISO/IEC

17025 and Guide 65 along with IECEx Scheme requirements.

In addition to the above, ExCBs and ExTLs shall advise the IECEx Secretary of any changes in

their organisation affecting the ExCBs or ExTLs operation in the IECEx Certified equipment

Scheme such as the organisation of the ExCB or ExTL, its staff, facilities, quality system,

operating procedures, and accreditation status.

2.2.2 Review

The ExMC Secretary shall review the information to ensure:

· ExCB and ExTL Sites covered by accreditation aligns with the site previously approved by ExMC;
· All Clauses of ISO/IEC 17025 for ExTLs and ISO/IEC Guide 65 for ExCBs, as applicable, have been covered;
· Ensure that IECEx requirements are met
· Any Non-Conformances are identified;

Where major Non-Conformances have been identified the ExMC Secretary may consult with the IECEx Chairman and Officers to decide on such action to be taken and report at the next ExMC meeting. Where the ExCB does not agree with the course of action, the matter may be referred to the IECEx Board of Appeals, if requested by the ExCB. During the period of referral to the Board of Appeal, the IECEx Chairman in consultation with the other IECEx Officers shall decide on the status of the ExCB in question. In extreme circumstances the status of temporary

suspension may be considered. The IECEx Chairman shall report at the next ExMC meeting of

actions taken.

The IECEx Secretary will retain a copy of records, for a minimum of 10 years, for record keeping

purposes.

2.2.3 Re-assessment

On the fifth anniversary of the original assessment visit or re-assessment visit of an ExCB

or ExTL a re-assessment, in accordance with the assessment procedure detailed in

Section 1, shall be performed, by an assessment team appointed by the ExMC Secretary.
The following additional text to 2.2.3 is proposed as a new paragraph:

However, the Secretariat shall arrange at least one interim surveillance assessment visit by at least one IECEx Assessor appointed by the Secretariat from the pool of ExMC Appointed Assessors.  This interim surveillance assessment visit would normally be conducted at approximately 2.5 years from the last site assessment visit.   Any major Non conformances raised by the IECEx Assessor, shall be handled according to 2.2.2 above.
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