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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SCHEME)

Title: Proposal from AU for Changes to OD 019 IECEx System Fees
INTRODUCTION

This document contains a proposal received from AU proposing a further review of OD 019 (current draft ExMC/044/CD) to take into account the situation where manufacturers are participating in both the IECEx 02 and IECEx 03 Schemes.

This proposal is submitted for consideration during the 2015 ExMC Christchurch meeting.
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AU Proposal to amend OD 019 – IECEx System Fees

As a general remark Australia raises the concern that it appears that the OD 019 IECEx System Fees does not consider the situation where a manufacturer may be involved in more than one of the IECEx Schemes, eg 

· The IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme

· The IECEx 03 Certified Service Facility Scheme 

Therefore regarding ExMC/1044/CD “Revision to OD 019 ‘Participation and system fees”

Section 4.2 “IECEx Certified Service Facility Scheme (IECEx 03)” 

This section generally refers to service facilities that provide service, repair, overhaul as a business and hence require a complete audit including examination of their organisation structure, quality policies and procedures, document control, internal audit etc as provided in 80079-34.

However, another class of service facility exists when manufacturers conduct repair of Ex equipment, but where the scope of repair is restricted to their own equipment only. The requirements of IEC 60079-19 are applicable during repair. In such cases, the manufacturers should be encouraged to apply under IECEx 03 as a certified service facility, with special fees applicable in such cases, as all the organisation structure, policies, document control etc would be the same as in their manufacturing role.

It is expected that the IECEx CB performing the audit of the manufacturer under IECEx 02 would also be conducting the audit under IECEx 03 (provided of course that their scope includes both the schemes).

AU proposes that another section of 4.2.2 should be created in such cases where the manufacturer repairs their own product only, with only an initial IECEx certificate fee applicable in such cases, and no annual fee applicable in such cases, as long as the manufacturer maintained equipment certification as well. 

AU also proposes suitable changes of other related documents allowing for uniformity of the audit frequency for manufacturing and servicing in such cases, so that the audit of both manufacturing and servicing can be done at the same IECEx CB visit, with the frequency requirements for manufacturers to apply for service facilities.

It is expected that the changes will facilitate greater involvement in the IECEx 03 scheme as the current combined audit/fee structure of IECEx 02 and IECEx 03 may not be economically viable for many manufacturers.
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