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Introduction

This report covers the activities of IEC TC 31 since the last meetings of IECEx in September 2025.


Activities during the past year

The last plenary meeting of TC 31 was a face-to-face meeting in October 2025 in Norwood/Boston (USA) followed by a face-to-face meeting of the Chair’s Advisory Group (CAG) in March 2065 in Mannheim (Germany), each session together with other meetings of several Advisory Groups, Working Groups, Maintenance Teams, Project Teams etc. of TC 31 and it’s SCs.

[bookmark: _Hlk112942037]The following decisions of the TC 31 plenary are of interest to IECEx:

1) DECISION 2025/14: JAG 50 – Membership  
TC 31 requests IEC/SEC in consultation with the JAG 50 convenors to remove members that are not permitted to be members. JAG 50 convenors to confirm the IECEx representatives with IECEx.
TC 31 decides that the TC 31 representatives are Martin Thedens and Jason McGee. 
TC 31 notes that SC 31G is represented by Guenter Gabriel, SC 31M is represented by Thierry Houiex, and SC 31J will be represented by Bård Johnsen.

2) DECISION 2025/15: Update on the IECEx system
TC 31 thanks Paul Meanwell for his efforts as IECEx Chair and the continued excellent collaboration between IEC/TC 31 and IECEx.
TC 31 congratulates Katy Holdredge on her nomination as IECEx Chair.
TC 31 congratulates Colin Cameron on his election as IECEx Vice Chair.

3) DECISION 2025/16: SC 31M – conflict with ISO/TC 67 and ISO/TC 67/SC6
The officers of SC 31M and TC 31 will attempt again to collaboratively resolve the scope overlap between ISO/IEC 80079-49 and the ISO 4201 series with ISO/TC 67 and ISO/TC 67/SC 6.
TC 31 decides that TC 31 will elevate the scope dispute to IEC SMB / ISO TMB if the attempt to further collaborate on a solution is not successful.

4) DECISION 2025/21: IEC 60079-46
TC 31 decides to initiate revision of IEC 60079-46 Ed 1.0 as a targeted amendment to include an annex of examples.

The following resolutions of the TC 31 CAG are of interest to IECEx:

1) [bookmark: _Hlk204264565]RESOLUTION 2026/2:	Welcome to Atsuko Saruhashi
The TC 31 CAG welcomes our new technical officer Atsuko Saruhashi to the TC 31 family.

2) RESOLUTION 2026/5:	Inspector/regulator participation
The TC 31 CAG recommends that an AC is circulated to NCs regarding the need for involvement from end users and inspectors/regulators in WG 22 and the Type of Protection standards to ensure that equipment requirements and marking reflect installation and maintenance practices.



3) RESOLUTION 2026/11: Title of IEC 60079-29-3 and IEC 62990-1
The TC 31 CAG recommends that:
The title of IEC 62990-1 is changed to: Workplace atmospheres - Part 1: Gas detection equipment - Performance requirements of detectors for toxic gases
The title of IEC 62990-2 is changed to: Workplace atmospheres - Part 2: Gas detection equipment - Selection, installation, use and maintenance of detectors for toxic gases and vapours
The title of IEC 60079-29-2 is changed to: Explosive atmospheres - Part 29-2: Gas detection equipment - Selection, installation, use and maintenance of detectors for flammable gases and oxygen
The title of IEC 60079-29-3 is changed to: Explosive atmospheres - Part 29-3: Gas detection equipment - Guidance on functional safety of fixed gas detection systems  

4) RESOLUTION 2026/12: ahG 62 - Gas leak detection, early warning, and alarming
The TC 31 CAG supports the suggestion for a new work item proposal (NP) for gas leak detection, early warning, and alarming. ahG 62 should prepare a draft for circulation as an NP.

5) RESOLUTION 2026/15: Marking for non-electrical Ex Equipment
The TC 31 CAG recommends that SC 31M/WG 1 circulate a Q document with the proposed marking format for non-electrical Ex Equipment for approval by the national committees. (see 31M/304/Q)

6) RESOLUTION 2026/21: IEC 60079-26 - Change of title
The TC 31 CAG recommends that the title of IEC 60079-26 is changed to “Equipment with separation elements or combined Types of Protection”.

7) RESOLUTION 2026/23: IEC TS 60079-44
The TC 31 CAG recommends that PT 60079-44 start a “pre-project” for the corrigendum and amendment of IEC TS 60079-44 Ed 1. Once the amendment is ready to be circulated as a CD, a Q document will be circulated to request national committee approval of the project.

8) RESOLUTION 2026/27: JAG 50
The TC 31 CAG recommends that JAG 50 investigate procedures for advising IECEx ExTAG/WG 1 that an ExTAG DS has been addressed in the latest revision of the standard and the DS need not apply to that edition.

9) RESOLUTION 2026/29: Containment systems
The TC 31 CAG recommends the formation of an ad hoc group to discuss harmonization of the requirements for containment systems across the IEC 60079, ISO 80079, and ISO/IEC 80079 series.
The convenor should be Scott Kiddle (US).
The title should be “Containment systems for Ex Equipment”
The task should be: “Review requirements for containment systems across the IEC 60079, ISO 80079, and ISO/IEC 80079 series and provide guidance to the relevant maintenance teams and working groups on harmonization.”
The target date for completion should be at the TC 31 plenary in 2027.


Future TC 31 meetings

The coming face-to-face plenary meetings of SC 31G, SC 31J, SC 31M and TC 31 are scheduled for November 2026 in Hamburg (Germany) as part of the IEC General Meeting.

Next face-to-face meetings of Advisory Groups, Working Groups, Maintenance Teams, Project Teams of TC 31 and it’s SCs and the TC 31 Chair’s Advisory Group (CAG) are scheduled for April 2027 in Shanghai (P.R. of China). 

As always, we invite IECEx to make a presentation to these groups as part of the agenda.







Standards and associated documents issued recently

The following are documents that have been published since September 2025:
	Number
	Ed.
	Date
	Title

	IEC/IEEE 60079-30-1:2025 
	2
	2025-09
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 30-1: Electrical resistance trace heating - General and testing requirements

	IEC/IEEE 60079-30-2:2025
	2
	2025-09
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 30-2: Electrical resistance trace heating - Guidance on application for design, installation and maintenance

	IEC 60079-25:2020/AMD1:2025
	3
	2025-09
	Amendment 1 - Explosive atmospheres - Part 25: Intrinsically safe electrical systems [2-WISE; IEC TS 60079-47]

	IEC 60079-11:2023/ISH4:2025
	7
	2025-09
	Interpretation Sheet 4 - Explosive atmospheres - Part 11: Equipment protection by intrinsic safety "i“ [use of diodes or Zener diodes]

	IEC 60079-11:2023/ISH5:2025
	7
	2025-09
	Interpretation Sheet 5 - Explosive atmospheres - Part 11: Equipment protection by intrinsic safety "i“ [Figure D.1 of 
Annex D “Excess transient energy test”]

	IEC 60079-28:2025
	3
	2025-11
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 28: Protection of equipment and transmission systems using optical radiation

	IEC 60079-29-0:2025
	1
	2025-11
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 29-0: Gas detection equipment - General requirements and test methods

	IEC 60079-0:2026
	8
	2026-06
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 0: Equipment - General requirements



Documents nearing completion

The following documents were nearing completion (i.e. at FDIS or CDV stage complete and FDIS circulation soon), circulated since September 2025:
	Document Number
	Date of circulation
	Title

	31J/396/CDV
	2025-09-26
	IEC 60079-10-1 ED4 Explosive atmospheres – Part 10-1: Classification of areas – Explosive gas atmospheres
approved

	31/1941/CDV
	2025-12-26
	IEC 60079-29-3 ED2 Explosive atmospheres – Part 29-3: Gas detectors – Guidance on functional safety of fixed gas detection systems
approved

	31/1947/CDV
	2026-01-09
	IEC 60079-2 ED7 Explosive atmospheres – Part 2: Equipment protection by pressurized enclosure "p"
approved

	31/1958/FDIS
	2026-02-13
	IEC 60079-0 ED8: Explosive atmospheres - Part 0: Equipment - General requirements
approved

	31/1955/CDV
	2026-06-03
	IEC 60079-7 ED6: Explosive atmospheres - Part 7: Equipment protection by increased safety "e" 
approved

	31/1961/CDV
	2026-04-03
	IEC 60079-15 ED6: Explosive atmospheres - Part 15: Equipment protection by type of protection "n" 
approved

	31J/413/FDIS
	2026-04-03
	IEC 60079-10-2 ED3: Explosive atmospheres - Part 10-2: Classification of areas - Explosive dust atmospheres
Approved

	31G/438/DISH
	2026-05-08
	IEC 60079-11/ISH6 ED7: Explosive atmospheres – Part 11: Equipment protection by intrinsic safety "i"
Approved

	31/1979/FDIS
	2026-06-12
	IEC 60079-42 ED1: Explosive atmospheres - Part 42: Electrical safety devices for the control of potential ignition sources for Ex-Equipment, Type of protection "f"  
2026-07-24

	31J/416/CDV
	2026-06-12
	IEC 60079-13 ED3: Explosive atmospheres - Part 13: Equipment protection by pressurized room "p" and artificially ventilated room "v" 
2026-08-07




Conclusion

This report summarizes the more significant events and standard developments of the past year. We welcome your guidance and suggestions for continued cooperation between IEC TC 31 and IECEx.


Dr Martin Thedens
Chair IEC Technical Committee 31
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