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INTRODUCTION

[bookmark: _Hlk192148836]This document, ExTAG/773/CD, Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Application of IEC TS 60079-42  Explosive atmospheres -  Part 42: Electrical Safety Devices for the control of potential ignition sources from Ex-Equipment has been prepared by the IECEx Secretariat, and is issued for consideration by ExTAG and is based on previous consideration by the IECEx Executive.

This draft Decision Sheet is planned for discussion during the 2026 ExTAG meeting in Beijing.
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Background:
With the publication of IEC TS 60079-42 Explosive atmospheres - Part 42: Electrical Safety Devices for the control of potential ignition sources from Ex-Equipment

Questions are raised as to can this TC 31 Publication be used for the purposes of issuing an IECEx Certificate of Conformity.  In considering this question the IECEx Secretariat in previous consultation with the IECEx Executive prepared this draft Decision Sheet (ExTAG/773/CD) which was considered during the 2026 Beijing meeting of ExTAG where it was agreed to proceed with the publication of the draft Decision Sheet.



	Question:
Can an IECEx Certificate be issued to show compliance with IEC TS 60079-42 alone, and if so are there any restrictions?



	Answer:

IEC TS 60079-42 may be included for IECEx Certification BUT only when IEC TS 60079-42 is used in conjunction with another IEC or ISO standard relating to explosion protection.

An IECEx Test Report, ExTR may however be issued to show the results of testing and assessment against IEC TS 60079-42 alone.  Such an ExTR may also be used for IECEX Certification when used in conjunction with an additional ExTR showing compliance with a relevant explosion protection standard.

	This DS is applicable to:
 projects commenced prior to publication of the DS; AND
 all certifications issued after its publication; OR
 only for the new certifications (Issue No. 0) and their subsequent revisions.


NOTE: The following should be noted when developing ExTAG Decision Sheets:
The development process should be in compliance with IECEx OD 035.
The purpose for development of ExTAG Decision Sheets is to unify the application of the Standards used in the IECEx System and is not intended to modify or "interpret" Standards
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