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[bookmark: _Hlk129766331]Opening and Welcome, ExTAG Chair Dr. Frank Lienesch
The meeting commenced at 0900 (9:00 a.m.) on Tuesday 16th September 2025.

Opening and Welcome, ExTAG Chair Dr. Frank Lienesch

The Chair, Dr. Frank Lienesch opened the 27th Annual ExTAG meeting at 09:00 a.m. on Tuesday 16th September 2025. He welcomed participants and introduced the host representative, Mr. Minari Kogane, Director of TIIS, the Japanese National Member Body of IECEx.

Mr. Minari Kogane of TIIS welcomed all participants to Kyoto and provided a brief overview of logistical arrangements, including registration, meeting facilities, safety procedures, and event schedules for the IECEx Annual Meetings.

The Chair expressed appreciation to TIIS and the sponsors for organizing the 2025 IECEx Annual Meetings. The organizing team was acknowledged for their efforts in preparing the event.

A special welcome was extended to first-time attendees, recognizing their participation and encouraging engagement in the proceedings.

The Chair also recognized the presence of key representatives and officials from IECEx and associated bodies, including:

· Members of the IECEx Executive: 
· Mr. Paul Meanwell – IECEx Chair
· Ms. Katy Holdredge – IECEx Vice-Chair
· Prof. Xu Jianping – IECEx Treasurer
· Mr. Jasmin Omerovic – Deputy Chair, ExTAG
· Mr. Peter Thurnherr – Chair, ExSFC Committee
· Mr. Marco Erdhuizen – Chair, ExPCC Committee
· Mr. Kevin Wolf – Convener, ExAG
· Ms. Lu Qiao – Deputy Convenor, ExAG 

· Members of the IEC Conformity Assessment Board (CAB):
· Mr. Tim Duffy – U.S. CAB Member, ExMark and IECEEE Treasurer

The Chair also noted apologies received from:
· Mr. Thierry Houeix – Deputy Chair, ExPCC 

A special welcome was extended to:
· Dr. Martin Thedens – IEC TC 31 Chair 
· Dr. Tim Krause – IEC TC 31/IECEx Liaison Officer


Additionally, the Chair welcomed the IECEx Secretariat team:
· Mr. Chris Agius – IECEx Executive Secretary
· Mr. Mark Amos – IECEx Business Manager
· Mr. Geoff Slater – IECEx Compliance Manager.

The Chair made a particular mention of Ms. Christine Kane, recognizing her long-standing and valuable contribution to the IECEx Secretariat. Although she was unable to attend this year’s meetings, her involvement remains integral, and the Chair asked Chris Agius to kindly convey the meeting’s appreciation and thanks to her. The Chairman also thanked Ms. Maria Brodel for her support.

The Chair informed that the meeting audio would be recorded only for the Secretariat to prepare and confirm the official minutes. He explained that the recording would not be used or shared for any other purpose and, as this is standard practice in many IEC meetings, assumed there were no objections.

Attendees were reminded to sign the attendance sheet for accurate participation records.

A few housekeeping matters were then highlighted:

· Displaying Decisions: At the conclusion of agenda items requiring a decision, the Secretariat would display a proposed decision for acceptance. By the end of the meeting, a complete list of confirmed decisions will be compiled.
· Consensus Process: Agreement on items would be assumed in the absence of disagreement expressed during the meeting.
· Participation Encouraged: The Chair reminded all attendees that, according to IECEx 02, each ExCB/ExTL – whether fully operational or in the application stage – is a member of ExTAG. All were therefore encouraged to engage actively in discussions throughout the agenda.

With those remarks, the Chair formally opened the meeting and proceeded with the agenda.


Approval of the Agenda 

Document for noting:
· [bookmark: _Hlk201140478]ExTAG/746A/DA – Revised Draft Agenda the Twenty Seventh Meeting of the ExTAG to be held in Kyoto, Japan

The Chairman asked the meeting for approval of the latest version of the draft agenda ExTAG/746A/DA. Attention was drawn to a new item under Agenda 7.1, relating to the document ExMC/2203/CD, which contains comments from Australia on OD 010-2 concerning guidance for the development, compilation, issuance, and receipt of ExTRs (Part 2 procedures and guidance). This item will be addressed under Agenda Item 7.1.


Decision 2025/01
Members approved the Draft Agenda of the 27th ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/746A/DA.


Report of the ExTAG 2024 Meeting Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil

To note the Report of the last meeting held in Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil 24th September 2024, and subsequent action items from the meeting.

Document for noting:
· ExTAG/738/DL – Decision List - The Twenty Sixth Meeting of the ExTAG held in Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil 24th September 2024 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201143184]ExTAG/741/R – Report of the Twenty Sixth Meeting of the ExTAG held in Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil

The Chair referenced documents from previous meeting held in Iguaçu, Brazil in 2024, including the report and decision list, as well as the resulting action items. Appreciation was expressed to Mr. Giovanni Borges for hosting the event past year.


Decision 2025/02 
Members endorsed the Meeting Report and Decision List from the 2024 ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/741/R and ExTAG/738/DL.


To note a report of the action items by the ExTAG Chair since 2024 ExTAG Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil.

[bookmark: _Hlk206698520]Document for noting:
· ExTAG/749/R – Report on actions from 2024 ExTAG Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil Meeting

The Chair referred to the action items listed in the document ExTAG/749/R, summarizing progress over the past 12 months. It was noted that all actions had been addressed or completed, except for Action Item 9, which had been forwarded to the ExMCWG05 and will be addressed during their next working group meeting. Additionally, the Decision 2024/24 has been raised within JAG 50. Further information will be given in a presentation from Dr. Krause during the ExMC meeting. Overall, the Chair concluded that the outstanding tasks had largely been completed.


Decision 2025/03 
Members endorsed the report from the ExTAG Chairman on the Action Items from the 2024 ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/749/R and noted the progress with Decision 2024/24.


IECEx Equipment Scheme – Overview

The Chair introduced the agenda item by acknowledging the members' contributions to the continued success of the IECEx System. He noted that the IECEx Management Committee, comprising 36 member countries, would meet later in the week and highlighted the growing international interest in the scheme, as well as emerging challenges, including those related to hydrogen technologies.

He then invited Mr. Chris Agius to present his report.

Mr. Chris Agius presented an overview of the status of the IECEx Equipment Certification Scheme, noting that IECEx continues to operate three Certification Schemes in addition to the Licensing Scheme.

	Membership

Mr. Chris Agius reported that the 2024 IECEx meetings had set the direction for the continued growth and development of the IECEx System. He noted that the number of participating countries remained unchanged at 36. Certification activity continued to increase in 2025, maintaining the year-on-year growth trend observed since 2008, as reflected by the rising number of IECEx Certificates of Conformity and Reports issued. 

He also noted the ongoing processing of scope extensions for ExCBs and ExTLs, together with an increase in industry enquiries received by the IECEx Secretariat, reflecting growing interest in IECEx services.

IECEx System Membership, as of 30th June 2025 stands at:

· 36 Countries as members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC 
· With four separate Certification Schemes
· IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme (Rules = IECEx 02)
· IECEx Certified Service Facilities Scheme (Rules = IECEx 03-*)
· IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing Scheme (Rules = IECEx 04)
· IECEx Certification of Personnel Competencies (CoPC) Scheme (IECEx 05) 
	and the IECEx Recognized Training Provider Program (RTPP)

· IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme
· 66 Accepted ExCBs + 3 Applicants
· 74 Accepted ExTLs + 5 Applicants
· 13 Accepted ATFs + 0 Applicant

· IECEx Certified Service Facilities Scheme
· 18 Accepted ExCBs + 0 Applicants

· IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System
· 12 Accepted License issuing ExCBs 

· IECEx Certification of Personnel Competencies (CoPC) Scheme
· 18 Accepted ExCBs + 1 Applicant

· IECEx Recognized Training Provider Program (RTPP) 
· 36 Recognized Training Providers (RTPs) + 1 Applicant


	Statistics

As at 30th June 2025 there were 174,327 Issued IECEx Reports, Certificates and Licenses across the four IECEx Schemes compared with 159,329 at the same time last year (30th June 2024) – this represents an overall growth of 9.4 %.

Referring to statistics from the IECEx Report Card (ExMC/2167/R – IECEx System Report Card - 2025), Mr. Agius highlighted the continued growth of the scheme since its inception in 2001. 
While the number of new (Issue 0) certificates declined during the COVID-19 period, issuance levels have steadily recovered, and current projections indicate that 2025 may record the highest number of new certificates issued to date. This trend demonstrates increasing market demand for IECEx certified equipment and the introduction of new products into the market.

He further noted that the increasing number of draft certificates in the online system provides an additional indicator of future certification activity, as draft certificates are created at the commencement of certification projects and converted to issued certificates upon completion.


	IECEx Website and related

Mr. Agius also reported on enhancements made to the IECEx website following the launch of the new platform in late 2024. The redesign focused on improving the user’s experience by providing easier access to services and information sought by industry and customers, while maintaining access to member resources and documentation. He also mentioned that positive feedback on the new website had been received.

Additional improvements included the introduction of a download function within the OD 024 testing register and the addition of review dates to documents managed under OD 099. Further enhancements to OD 001, relating to the listing of ExCBs and ExTLs, are under consideration.

Overall, Mr. Agius advised that the Equipment Certification Scheme remains in a strong position and continues to demonstrate sustained growth. He noted, however, that discussions regarding long-term financial sustainability and related directions from the IEC Board would be addressed by the IECEx Management Committee later in the week.

In closing, he reminded members of the importance of maintaining current Quality Assessment Reports (QARs), annual assessments, and surveillance audits. He acknowledged the work of the IECEx Compliance Manager in monitoring compliance activities and thanked members for their continued cooperation in keeping certification records up to date.


Decision 2025/04 
Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretariat on an overview of the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme activities since the 2024 meeting and the recent enhancements to the IECEx website.


Operational Documents up for review according to OD 099

The Chair introduced the agenda item concerning the review of Operational Documents in accordance with OD 099 

Documents for consideration:
· OD 020 – Guidance for sampling of Group 1 Ex d Motors
· OD 210 – Guidance on the preparation of IECEx Equip Certificates and Reports of a Modular Combination
· OD 034 – Guidance on the preparation of IECEx Equip Certificates and Reports covering more than one identifiable item of equipment

Referring to the review dates in the document register, the Chair sought clarification on the review process and noted that OD 020 had not been reviewed for approximately 20 years. He observed that the review process also provides an opportunity for ExTAG to consider whether revisions to the content are necessary.

Mr. Chris Agius explained that review dates are monitored by the Secretariat and relevant committees. He advised that the ExTAG Officers had reviewed the documents and, in the absence of any identified technical concerns, proposed an editorial review to update formatting, reference and administrative details while retaining the existing technical content. 

Mr. Jasmin Omerovic noted that older documents should be assessed periodically to determine whether they remain relevant.

Mr. Jim Munro outlined the purpose of OD 020, explaining that it provides guidance on representative testing and the use of manufacturer data for motor certification. He suggested that the document could be expanded in the future if required.

Ms. Katy Holdredge questioned the extent to which the document was still being used and whether additional guidance beyond existing IECEx requirements was necessary. 

In response, several members confirmed that the document continued to be used, particularly in relation to the acceptance of manufacturer data. 

Mr. Julien Gauthier noted that it remains one of the few IECEx documents addressing this topic. 

Ms. Katy Holdredge further suggested that OD 099 should be clarified to explain the intent of the five-year review process and to specify the actions required when no technical revisions are considered necessary. 

The Chair supported this proposal, noting that periodic reviews should provide clarity on whether existing documents remain aligned with current certification practices. 

Mr. Agius agreed and proposed that a recommendation be made to the Management Committee to clarify the review process in OD 099 and to formally recognize editorial reviews, including updates to format, style and references, where no technical changes are required. 

After discussion, the meeting agreed as follows:


Decision 2025/05 
Members considered the list of publications falling under the responsibility of ExTAG and confirmed the current content of the listed publications.
Additionally, members agreed to reconfirm the content of IECEx OD 020, OD 210 and OD 034 as currently published and assigned the following:
ACTION 2025/01: IECEx Secretariat to update format and style and any necessary editorial update of references. 
ACTION 2025/02: IECEx OD 099 be revised to define / clarify the purpose and process of the publication review.



[bookmark: _Hlk76651531]Technical Items for general discussion within ExTAG

This agenda item gives an opportunity to discuss technical items arising from feedback since the previous ExTAG meeting with the aim of ensuring a consistent approach by all ExCBs and ExTLs.


Presentation by Dr. Krause - The IECEx Proficiency Testing Scheme - Overview of structure, requirements and benefits

The Chair invited Dr. Krause to give his presentation (available here):

Dr. Tim Krause, head of the Proficiency Testing (PT) group at PTB, presented an overview of the IECEx Proficiency Testing Program, emphasizing its purpose, structure, and benefits. He began by noting that many laboratories and new personnel are unfamiliar with the rules and required programs, which motivated the overview.

The primary objective of the PT program is to support international trade in equipment for explosive atmospheres while maintaining safety through standardized rules, procedures, and competence-based trust in laboratory results. All participating test laboratories operate under ISO/IEC 17025, which highlights the importance of proficiency testing in ensuring technical competence. The PT program itself follows ISO/IEC 17043, governing providers, and ISO 13528, which provides statistical methods for evaluating results.

Dr. Krause explained that proficiency testing involves inter-laboratory comparisons: laboratories perform tests on identical samples, submit results, and these results are evaluated against pre-established criteria to assess competence. The IECEx PT program is unique globally, with 143 participants across 36 countries. Since 2010, the program has run 16 testing cycles, each typically involving two programs, and covers various types of protection techniques.

Participation is mandatory for laboratories within their accepted scope, and new applicants are expected to complete both current and previous program cycles. The program structure involves several actors: the IECEx through the Secretariat, ExTAG WG10, (which Dr. Krause convenes), assessors, participating laboratories, and PTB as the provider. PTB manages program rollout, sample distribution, result analysis, reporting, and support, including workshops and on-site assistance if needed. PTB itself undergoes assessment to ensure compliance with ISO/IEC 17043.

Dr. Krause highlighted operational challenges, including sending homogeneous test samples to over 100 laboratories worldwide while ensuring variations in results reflect laboratory competence, not sample inconsistencies. Each program typically spans two years, with two phases: the first phase identifies outliers and signals, followed by workshops and improvement measures; the second phase confirms all laboratories achieve results within acceptable ranges. Signals in reports are classified as warning (minor improvements) or action signals (requiring corrective measures in accordance with quality management procedures).

Over time, the program has demonstrated tangible improvements: for example, measurements of Ex d enclosures have shown reduced variability among participants, indicating increasing competence and comparability of results. Beyond immediate laboratory benefits, program results inform IEC standard revisions and foster international collaboration and training.

In conclusion, Dr. Krause emphasized that participation enhances laboratory competence, promotes standardization, and strengthens trust in measurements. He encouraged laboratories to utilize PTB resources, attend workshops, and consult the IECEx website for detailed program information, costs, and participation procedures. The PT program ultimately benefits the entire IECEx system by improving test quality and supporting global standardization efforts.

The Chair thanked Dr. Krause for his presentation and highlighted the value of proficiency testing for consistency among laboratories.

Use and Management of Test Samples

The Chair opened discussion by asking Dr. Krause whether laboratories could reuse test samples (e.g. for staff training) and how they are managed after testing.

Dr. Krause confirmed that reuse is possible if samples are undamaged, but sharing samples between labs is difficult due to the need for consistent and validated results.
He also noted that aging of test samples could affect reliability.

Laboratory Participation and Oversight

Ms. Katy Holdredge raised concerns that some applicant laboratories (ExTLs or ATFs) register for proficiency testing programs but fail to complete them yet are still being approved.

Mr. Chris Agius (IECEx Secretariat) clarified that
· the Secretariat monitors participation closely in coordination with Dr. Krause’s team.
· approval is not given unless a lab has completed the necessary steps, including payment of registration fees.
· IECEx OD 202 allows for alternative demonstration methods, such as witnessed testing during assessment, if full program completion is not possible.

Dr. Krause confirmed the Secretary’s comments, noting that only the most recent proficiency programs need to be completed before applying, or the lab can opt for Option B – performing equivalent tests during assessment.
Role of Assessors and Documentation

Dr. Munro explained that assessors
· review reports from the Secretariat on each laboratory’s proficiency testing performance (including warnings or issues).
· can request the laboratory’s test reports during on-site assessments.
· update assessment reports to reflect the latest proficiency testing status.

Both Ms. Holdredge and Dr. Munro suggested that Form F-003 (IECEx Assessment Report Form) and OD 202 (IECEx Proficiency Testing Scheme) could be clarified to ensure assessors consistently record how proficiency participation was verified.

Dr. Munro noted that OD 202 already includes detailed provisions but agreed that additional guidance might be added for clarity.

Secretariat Pre-Assessment Checks

Mr. Agius emphasized that before a lab’s application proceeds to assessment:
· the Secretariat conducts a technical review of the lab’s experience and past test reports.
· applications showing limited or no prior testing experience are flagged for closer review before assessment begins.
· this ensures due diligence and consistency before assessors are assigned.

Consistency of Assessments

Ms. Holdredge added, that all labs should be evaluated consistently whether they complete all programs early or demonstrate competence during assessment.
The group agreed that clear reporting of which path was used (program completion vs. assessment demonstration) would ensure transparency and fairness.

Training, Best Practice Papers, and Knowledge Sharing

The Chair raised the idea of providing training materials or guidance for new laboratories, based on lessons learned from proficiency tests (e.g., expected pressure values in certain tests).

Dr. Krause explained that:
· best Practice Papers already exist for this purpose and are available on the PTB website.
· future standards will include informative annexes with testing guidance to improve uniformity.

Dr. Munro confirmed that assessors always check whether labs are applying these best practice papers. He noted that:

· new labs receive a list of required witness tests before assessments.
· best practice papers support correct testing but do not replace actual testing capability.
· some labs even reproduce test artifacts (like pressure cylinders) themselves for training and validation.

Following the discussion the meeting made the following decision.

Decision 2025/06
Members thanked Dr. Krause for his presentation and after consideration of the points raised, agreed to refer a proposal to ExAG regarding a revision of assessment report forms to cover different scenarios of progress with proficiency testing program activities by applicant ExTLs.
ACTION 2025/03:  Ms Holdredge to provide a proposal for ExAG consideration.


Presentation by Dr. Munro - ExCB monitoring of their associated ExTLs

The Chair asked Dr. Munro to present (copy of this presentation is available on the Meeting website here)

Dr. Munro gave the following presentation: 

Responsibility and Accountability

Dr. Munro began by addressing who holds ultimate responsibility when something goes wrong with equipment covered by an IECEx certificate.

· It is not IECEx, as it is not a legal entity.
· It is not the ExTL, which performs the testing.
· The ExCB (Certification Body) bears the responsibility, shared with the manufacturer.

The ExCB issues the certificate confirming the manufacturer’s claim of compliance and endorses the associated ExTR (test report). This creates a direct accountability chain, meaning that if a product fails to comply, the ExCB can face legal or reputational consequences — regardless of whether the fault lies with the manufacturer or testing process. Dr. Munro noted that professional indemnity insurance might not always cover such issues, adding that these situations can become personally and professionally stressful — a situation best avoided through strong oversight and preventive measures.

The Core Issue: Oversight of Remote ExTLs

To avoid these problems, ExCBs must ensure they have consistent confidence in the performance of their ExTLs, especially when the laboratories are remote. The traditional and most common method to maintain oversight has been for the ExCB to conduct annual internal audits of each ExTL, as required by Clause 8.6.3 of ISO 17065.

Dr. Munro stressed that IECEx does not prescribe a specific method for oversight leaving room for a risk-based approach tailored to each situation.

With modern communication tools, are now feasible and can supplement on-site visits. A mixed approach – alternating between remote and in-person audits – may be appropriate depending on the risk level, confidence, and performance history of the ExTL.

Other Key Oversight Considerations

ExCBs should also include ExTL performance and audit results in their management reviews to ensure ongoing visibility.

IECEx reassessments, which occur every five years and only involve sampling, cannot be relied upon as the sole form of oversight.

Similarly, national accreditation assessments may not be sufficient, as they often focus only on test processes rather than the full scope of compliance assessment required under IECEx.

Practical Oversight Methods

Some ExCBs use the ExTR review process to monitor the quality of their ExTLs’ work. While this process is not expected to be deeply technical, the ExCB can adopt a sampling approach – occasionally selecting ExTRs for in-depth review, including the underlying test data, to verify completeness and correctness. This can provide additional confidence and demonstrate proactive management.

Conclusion: The Need for a Structured, Risk-Based System

Dr. Munro concluded his presentation emphasising that each ExCB must implement a system that provides confidence equivalent to an annual internal audit, even if an alternative approach is used. The goal is to minimise risk, satisfy IECEx assessors during evaluations, and ensure that remote ExTLs receive scrutiny equivalent to on-site ones.

The meeting discussed Dr. Munro’s presentation and there was general agreement that consideration should be given to specifying the minimum requirements for the monitoring of ExTLs and ATFs in the appropriate Operational Document. The following decision was made:



Decision 2025/07
Members thanked Dr. Munro for his presentation and assigned  
ACTION 2025/04: Dr. Munro to prepare a discussion paper for ExMCWG01 regarding a possible need to expand IECEx publications to specify minimum requirements for the monitoring of external ExTL and ATF capability. Mr. Gauthier to provide input to Dr. Munro.


Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs – CLOSED SESSION
(This session is intended only for ExTAG Members, i.e. ExCBs and ExTLs and applicants) 

Co-operation between IECEx Bodies 

The IECEx Secretary reminded ExCBs of their obligations, according to IECEx Scheme Rules.

No decision recorded however the meeting noted the Chair’s and Secretariat comments about the importance of cooperation and the reminder of the obligations of Clause 10.1 of IECEx 02 on bodies.
ACTION 2025/05: ExAG to consider including guidance or requirements in assessment forms that ensure that assessors check that agreements between ExCBs and clients include reference to IECEx Rules.

ACTION 2025/06: ExMC WG1 and ExMC WG5 to take a discussion on the matter of the continued capability of ExCBs to provide QAR services.


Feedback from IECEx Assessor Training and ExAG Discussions

The meeting received feedback from the 2025 IECEx Assessor Training and ExAG discussions that may impact on ExCBs and ExTLs. The IECEx Secretariat to report.


Decision 2025/08
Members noted the IECEx Secretariat report and ExAG Convenor feedback from the IECEx Assessor Training and ExAG discussions impacting on ExCBs and ExTLs.


Request from UL to discuss clause 9.6 IECEx 02

The closed session received a presentation from Mr. David Malohn from UL.

Decision 2025/09
Members considered the presentation by Mr. Malohn (UL Solutions, US) and agreed to assign  
ACTION 2025/07: ExMCWG01 to consider a proposal to be prepared by Mr. Malohn for revisions to IECEx 02, Clause 9.6 (for example, replace ‘addendum’ with ‘new issue’) and possibly the addition of an Annex to IECEx OD 009 as a means of ensuring consistency across ExCBs and transparency of key documents used for certification purposes (such as schedule drawings).


ExTAG Working Group Status – Review

The Chair introduced item 7, which was a status review of the technical working groups. He noted that the working groups play a crucial role in the main work of the organization.

ExTAG WG 01, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRs 

ExTAG WG01 is tasked to create, revise and update the ExTest Reports (ExTRs) to be used within the IECEx System. The work is ongoing. Members to receive a report from the Convener WG 01, Mr. Scott Kiddle.

Documents for consideration/noting:
· ExTAG/751/R – Report from ExTAG WG01 (WG 01): Preparation of assessment and test report forms (ExTRs)
· ExTAG/753/CD – Draft revision of IECEx OD 010-1 Edition 3.0
· ExMC/2168/DV – Proposed revision of IECEx OD 010-2 Edition 4.0

The Chair asked Mr. Scott Kiddle (ExTAG WG 01 Convenor) to give his report.

Mr. Kiddle commenced by giving an update on the actions the group had taken to address ExTAG decisions from 2024. These were as follows:

2024/08 – for further consideration to the proposed draft revision of IECEx OD 010-2 (ExTAG/726/CD),- this revision is to be presented to ExMC for voting as ExMC/2168/CD.
2024/09 – for proposed revision of the ExTR Cover Sheet (ExTAG/727/CD), now complete
2024/10 - regarding ExTAG DS 2014/001 and revision of IECEx OD 011-2 
(Note: OD 011-2 is not under the responsibility of ExTAG WG01), - this is now complete
2024/11 – for providing guidance for ExCBs and ExTLs in OD 010-2 as to how to note a corrigenda or interpretation sheet when completing an ExTR, this is covered in the proposed revision of OD 010-2.
2024/12 – for addressing ExTAG Decision Sheets that address ISO/IEC 80079-34; however, ExMC WG05 had not yet met to consider the proposal of inserting any applicable DS hyperlink in the form F-001. 
2024/13 – these concerned changes to the website for to archive older/inactive blank ExTRs and is now complete. Feedback on this change has been positive and our thanks to Geoff Slater for doing the work.

Mr. Kiddle thanked Ms. Christine Kane for her assistance in managing the updates of ExTR blanks and he summarised the new editions of ExTR blanks that had been issued during the year.

Mr. Kiddle then listed the items the Working Group would like ExTAG to support and note as follows:

1. That ExTAG would recommend to ExMC that the proposed update to OD 010-2 be published.
2. That ExTAG would recommend that the revision to OD 010-1 as per ExTAG/753/CD be issued by correspondence to ExMC member for approval to publish by ballot. (Note this document came in too late for consideration at the ExMC meeting)
3. To note that ExTAG WG01 will be preparing for new blank ExTRs after FDIS for IEC 60079-29-0 and ISO/IEC 80079-38
4. That ExTAG support a call for a Deputy convenor for ExTAG WG01.

The Chair thanked Mr. Kiddle for his report and the Mr. Agius conveyed Ms. Kane’s thanks to Mr. Kiddle for the work the group had done on ExTR blanks during the year.

The Chair opened the meeting to discussion.

There was lengthy discussion on the issue of signatory requirements in OD 010-2. The Secretary suggested that the working group had made other changes to the document and recommended that the meeting endorse. He encouraged members to join or inform Working Group 1 of their concerns about the document for the group to consider further amendments in the next year.

It was noted that Australia had suggested some amendments that would be discussed at the ExMC meeting later in the week and it was proposed that ExTAG WG01 consider these for an amendment to Edition 5.0.

Mr. Rob Kohuch agreed to become Deputy Convenor for ExTAG WG01.

The following decisions were made:


Decision 2025/10
Members accepted the report (as circulated as ExTAG/751/R) from ExTAG WG01 prepared by the Convener, Mr. Scott Kiddle.  


Decision 2025/11
Members considered the proposed revision of IECEx OD 010-2 Edition 4.0 as circulated as ExMC/2168/DV and recommend to the 2025 ExMC meeting that this proceeds to publication (as circulated) as Edition 5.0.
ACTION 2025/08: The AU comments and other proposals on matters raised during meeting discussions to be considered by ExTAG WG01 for an amendment to IECEx OD 010-2 Edition 5.0.

Decision 2025/12
Members considered the proposed revision of IECEx OD 010-1 Edition 3.0 as circulated as ExTAG/753/CD and recommend to the 2025 ExMC meeting that this be issued for approval for publication via correspondence ballot.   


ExTAG WG 03 Documentation and Drawing Requirements

Working Group 03 is tasked with the role of maintaining OD 017 Drawing and Documentation Guidance for IECEx Certification – for use by Manufacturers and ExTLs.  

While noting that WG 03 has not met since the last meeting, this is an opportunity for Members to raise any matters for WG 03 to consider.  

Documents for consideration/noting:
· ExTAG/752/R – ExTAG Working Group 03 (WG 3): Documentation and Drawing Requirements 
· OD 017 Operational Document - Drawing and documentation guidance for IECEx certification – for use by manufacturers and ExTLs Ed.7

The Chair asked Mr. Kiddle (Convenor) to report:

Mr. Kiddle reported that the group had not met in the last 12 months and there was a discussion paper written by Mr. Ajay Maira that had yet to be considered by the group.

The following decision was recorded:


Decision 2025/13
Members accepted the report (as circulated as ExTAG/752/R) from Mr. Kiddle, ExTAG WG03 Convenor.


ExTAG WG 06 Rules of procedures for Testing at Other Locations

ExTAG WG 06 is tasked with the role of maintaining OD 024 IECEx Rules of Procedure covering off-site testing. While noting that WG 06 has not met since the last meeting, this is an opportunity for Members to raise any matters for WG6 to consider.  

Document for noting:
· OD 024 Edition 4.0 – IECEx rules of procedure covering testing, or witnessing testing at a manufacturer’s or user’s facility

The Chair asked the convenor Mr. Chris Agius to report.

Mr. Agius advised that the working group has not met since the previous meeting. The item was included on the agenda to note that a meeting of the group is planned for the first quarter of 2026. Members of ExTAG were asked to raise any issues or comments they may have regarding the OD24 document in advance, so these can be considered during that meeting.

It was noted that several changes have already been made to OD24, as mentioned earlier in the report on the website update. Previous discussions in ExTAG Working Group 6 had identified several issues with the online OD24 register, many of which – particularly those related to the export feature – have now been addressed.

The following decision was recorded:

Decision 2025/14
Members accepted the verbal report from Mr. Agius, ExTAG WG06 Convenor.
ACTION 2025/09: ExTAG members to submit proposals for improvements to IECEx OD 024 to Mr. Agius.


ExTAG WG 08 Common Assessment of IS Equipment and Systems

ExTAG WG 08 was reactivated last year – ExTAG Decision 2024/05 and tasked with considering the points raised in Guenter Gabriel’s presentation in Brazil as possible input to IECEx OD 021. Mr. David Malohn – convenor to report.

Document for noting:
· ExTAG/760/R – IECEx rules of procedure covering testing, or witnessing testing at a manufacturer’s or user’s facility

The Chair invited Mr. David Malone (Convenor) to report:

Mr. Malohn reported that Working Group 8 has recently held several remote meetings to progress its current tasks. The group is working on two main activities.

The first task is to update Operational Document 021 (OD 021), Guidance document for the Assessment of IS equipment and Systems Ed.2.0. Mr. Malohn noted that the existing document is quite outdated, and the group agreed that revision is necessary to reflect current practices and technologies.

The second task involves collaboration with SC31G Working Group 4 to develop guidance on the use of the spark test apparatus. During the initial meetings, the group decided to use the existing structure of OD 021 as a basis for the revision, rather than creating an entirely new document. They also confirmed both the intended audience and the scope of the updated document.

A key recommendation of the group was to incorporate the new spark test apparatus guidance directly into OD 021, rather than issuing a separate publication. Mr. Malohn undertook to consult with SC31G Working Group 4 to confirm agreement with this approach.

At this stage, the group intends to expand the guidance within OD 021 to cover not only the spark test apparatus but also several related topics. A draft table of contents has been prepared, and members have been asked to provide comments by the end of the month. Once feedback has been received and consolidated, working group members will volunteer to update specific sections of the document and prepare a draft revision.

Mr. Malohn reported that many members have already volunteered to contribute to particular topics, and this work will continue throughout October. One of the priorities for the coming month will be to develop a complete timeline for the revision process, including expected completion dates.

In addition, Mr. Malohn mentioned that the current proficiency testing program on spark ignition testing is expected to provide further input relevant to the OD 021 update. Regular meetings will continue to be held to monitor progress.

The Chair thanked Mr. Malohn for his report and there being no questions, the following decision was made.


Decision 2025/15
Members accepted the report (to be circulated) from Mr. Malohn, ExTAG WG08 Convenor. 


ExTAG WG 10 Proficiency Testing

ExTAG WG 10 have been overseeing the operation of the IECEx Proficiency Testing Program. 

Documents for noting/consideration:
· ExTAG/754/R – Report from Tim Krause, Convenor ExTAG WG  10, Proficiency Testing. 
· ExMC/2187/DV – Revision of IECEx OD 202, Edition 5


The Chair asked Dr. Tim Krause (convenor) to give his report:

Dr. Tim Krause presented his report, noting that it reflected discussions held during the WG 10 remote meeting on 24 June 2025.

News about the IECEx/PTB Ex Proficiency Testing Scheme

Dr. Krause began by noting that the IECEx peer assessment of PTB had been successfully completed in March 2024, confirming PTB’s compliance with ISO/IEC 17043. As a result, PTB received the IECEx Certificate of Acceptance as the official Proficiency Testing Provider in September 2024. The next peer assessment is scheduled for December 2025.

The previous program cycle (2023/2024) included two test rounds – Explosion Pressure (EP2023) and Connection and Junction Boxes (CJB2023) – both of which have now been completed, with final reports issued in December 2024.

The 2025/2026 cycle introduced two new programs in March 2025:
· Maximum Surface Temperature for Dust (MSTD2025)
· Spark Test Apparatus Sensitivity (STAS2025)

Mr. Krause also confirmed that several earlier programs dating back to 2010 - 2021 had now been formally closed. The currently active PT programs include CJB2023, EP2023, MSTD2025, and STAS2025.

Review of Completed Programs (EP2023 and CJB2023)

For the EP2023 program, which followed IEC 60079-1 (Edition 7, Clause 15.2), there were 88 laboratories included in the final report, with additional late or individual submissions. Of the participating IECEx laboratories, 82 were within scope, with 11 laboratories receiving warning signals and 3 receiving action signals, which are currently under follow-up.

The CJB2023 program, conducted under IEC 60079-7 (Edition 5.1), saw 89 laboratories in the final report. Among 92 IECEx laboratories, 85 participated within scope, with 6 warning signals and no action signals recorded.

Status of Ongoing Programs (MSTD2025 and STAS2025)

WG 10 reported that both new programs for the 2025/2026 cycle are progressing according to schedule.

· MSTD2025 focuses on determining the maximum surface temperature of equipment under dust conditions, in accordance with IEC 60079-0:2017 (Clause 26.5.1.3). A total of 96 laboratories are registered.

· STAS2025 deals with the sensitivity of the spark test apparatus, based on IEC 60079-11 (Edition 7.0, Clauses 9.1.2 and 9.1.3), and has 87 laboratories participating.


The preparation of test samples is currently underway, and shipping is expected to begin shortly.

Evaluation of the Participant Survey (Cycle 2023/2024)
Dr. Krause reported that the evaluation of the participant survey for the previous program cycle had been completed, and the ratings achieved for both programs was 9.2 out of 10. Additional information can be found in the WG10 report.

Revision of IECEx OD 202 – From Edition 5.0 to Proposed Edition 6.0

WG 10 has prepared a new draft (Edition 6) of IECEx OD 202, incorporating discussions from the 2024 Annual Meetings in Brazil and related decisions.

Key revisions include:
· Clarification of program participation requirements for applicants (Section 6).
· Updates to Section 15 to specify that once corrective actions are completed, the relevant program must be repeated and an individual report issued.
· It was also agreed that further revision may be considered after publication to better address procedures following “action signals.”

PTB Ex PT Workshops 2026

Dr. Krause announced that the next PTB Ex PT Workshops will be held at PTB in Braunschweig, Germany, from 18 - 21 May 2026. The workshops will focus on the MSTD2025 and STAS2025 programs, offering both theoretical and practical training for laboratory technicians and engineers from participating laboratories.

The Chair asked if there were any questions and there was a short discussion about ExCBs monitoring of ExTL results. It was decided that this issue was covered in Decision 2025/07.

The following decisions were recorded.


Decision 2025/16
Members accepted the report from ExTAG WG10 Convener, Tim Krause as circulated as ExTAG/754/R

Decision 2025/17
Members considered the proposed revision of IECEx OD 202 (as circulated as ExMC/2187/DV) and recommend to the 2025 ExMC Meeting that this proceeds to publication as circulated.

Other working groups – status

An opportunity for ExTAG Working Groups (currently considered active), not covered above to report on the status of documents under their control.


	
	Title
	Convener

	ExTAG WG04
	Uncertainty of Measurement
(OD 012)
	Mr. Bernard Piquette

	ExTAG WG12
	Retention of Records
(OD 207)
	Mr. Jasmin Omerovic

	ExTAG WG14
	Certification of Ex Equipment Assemblies
(OD 031)
	No Convenor – Meeting to appoint a new Convener

	ExTAG WGAdhoc
	Modular concept for electrical Ex Equipment
	Mr. Detlev Markus


	ExTAG WGAdhoc
	Identification of Ancillary Devices and Marking Identification
	Mr. Fred Lankamp

	ExTAG WGAdhoc
	Increasing Ambient Temperatures
	Mr. Justin Gavranich




The Chair addressed the current status of the working groups in this item. He noted that there were six groups in total – three standard working groups and three ad hoc ones. The Chair proposed that the ad hoc working groups be disbanded, and that the remaining working groups be placed on standby unless active participation could be confirmed.

A particular issue was raised regarding WG 14, as there was currently no convener assigned. The Chair explained that the group’s focus was on certification of Ex Assembly’s. He invited members to consider whether they might be interested in taking on the convenor role to allow progress to continue. Without a volunteer, the group would be placed on standby.

Following this, Dr. Jim Munro raised an additional point concerning IECEx OD 207 on the retention of records. He observed that since the document’s development, there had been significant advancements in cloud computing, which affected how organizations managed their records. Dr. Munro noted his confidence in the robustness of cloud-based retention systems, given their extensive backup and redundancy mechanisms, and suggested that the document be updated to include guidance on the acceptability of such systems under the OD 207 framework.

Responding to this, Mr. Jasmin Omerovic, Convenor of ExTAG WG 12 and responsible for OD 207, agreed with Dr. Munro’s proposal. He acknowledged that the idea was sensible and consistent with the evolving nature of digital record management. Mr. Omerovic also pointed out that OD 207 included both guidance and requirements, and that further clarification could improve its usability. He expressed his willingness to convene a meeting of WG 12 to review and possibly revise the document. Additionally, he mentioned that while OD 207 fell under ExTAG’s remit, its content could be relevant across other schemes, suggesting that future coordination between committees might be beneficial.

The Chair acknowledged the exchange, agreeing that the proposed review made sense.

In closing,the Chair reiterated that, in the absence of new proposals, the ad hoc working groups would be placed on standby. He invited members to submit any further proposals to the Secretariat following the meeting so they could be considered in consultation with the relevant conveners.

The following decisions were then made:


Decision 2025/18
Members agreed to disband all ExTAG ad hoc groups. 
Decision 2025/19
Members agreed that all other ExTAG WGs not listed above in items 7.6 (ExTAGWG04, WG12 & WG14) be placed on standby.


Standards Matters and Collaboration with Technical Committees

IEC TC 31 – Matters of Interest to ExTAG

The meeting to receive a report from the TC31 Chair. This is an opportunity for ExTAG members to be informed of Standards development and maintenance matters currently underway within IEC TC 31 that may impact on the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme. (This report is published as ExMC/2199/R on the IECEx website)

The Chair asked Dr. Thedens (TC31 Chair) to give a report.

Dr. Thedens provided a brief update on key standards activities from the past twelve months, focusing on newly published IEC 60079 series standards and those nearing publication.

He noted that IEC 60079-18 was published in May, followed by IEC 60079-19 in July. An additional standard not included in the written report – IEC 60079-45, covering electric ignition systems for internal combustion engines – was published in August as a completely new first edition.

Dr. Thedens reported that the second editions of the Trace Heating standards – IEC/IEEE 60079-30-1 and IEC/IEEE 60079-30-2 – were published just the day before. These documents cover electrical resistance trace heating systems, including general testing requirements and guidance for design, installation, and maintenance.

Looking ahead, Dr. Thedens highlighted three forthcoming publications that have reached the FDIS (Final Draft International Standard) stage and been approved for publication:
· IEC 60079-28 (3rd edition) – covering electrical radiation aspects,
· IEC 60079-29-0 (1st edition) – specifying general requirements and test methods for gas detectors, along with possible supplementary parts, and
· an amendment to IEC 60079-25, which addresses intrinsically safe electrical systems. 

The Chair thanked Dr. Thedens for his report, and the following decision was made:


Decision 2025/20
Members accepted the report from Dr. Thedens, IEC TC31 Chair


The Chair then asked Dr. Tim Krause (IEC TC31/IECEx Liaison) about Decision 2024/24 from the previous ExTAG.

Dr. Krause said that this decision had been discussed at the JAG 50 meeting held in Brazil shortly after ExTAG last year and no actions had arisen from it. A report on that meeting would be given at ExMC later in the week.


IEC TC 31 New/Revised Standards of Interest to IECEx

Dr. Munro seeked ExTAG’s support for a recommendation to ExMC that the new edition of ISO/IEC 80079-38 be added to the list of IECEx certification standards.

The Chair invited Dr. Munro to the floor to give his report.

Dr. Munro gave a verbal report on the three standards as per the table below:




	Standard
	Title 
	Status 
	Comments

	IEC 60079-29-0 Ed1.0
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 29-0: Gas detection equipment - General requirements and test methods
	FDIS closed 2025-08-15.  Publication imminent.
	Replaces IEC 60079-29-0
Replaces SM in IEC 62990-1 Ed 1.0
Introduces oxygen.  Recommend to ExMC to accept. 

	IEC 60079-45 Ed1.0
	Explosive atmospheres - Electrical Ignition Systems for Internal Combustion Engines
	Published in August 2025.
	New standard.  Consider recommending to ExMC to accept. 


	ISO/IEC 80079-38 Ed2.0
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 38: Equipment and components in explosive atmospheres in underground mines
	Positive vote CDV.  Next step expected to be FDIS
	Recommendation from ExMC WG15: That ExMC approve the acceptance of ISO/IEC 80079-38 Edition 2.0 as part of the IECEx02 Scheme once the FDIS is published, to allow ExCBs, ExTLs and manufacturers to start their planning processes with a view to CoCs, QARs and ExTRs being able to be issued once it is published.




The Secretary clarified with Dr. Munro that the acceptance of the new standards could only be upon them being published as final documents by the IEC.


The following decisions were then recorded.


Decision 2025/21
Members accepted the report from Dr. Munro on new and revised Standards of interest to IECEx. 

Decision 2025/22
Members agreed to support Dr. Munro’s recommendation to the ExMC regarding addition of ISO/IEC 80079-38 be added to the list IECEx Certification Standards upon publication.


Other Technical Committee matters

The Chair invited Mr. Chris Agius from the IECEx Secretariat to give a report on collaborative work between IEC TC 31 and IECEx experts via TC 31 AG55 “Special Conditions of Use” and to consider the concept of inclusion of a new Annex C “Guidance for the creation of Specific Conditions of Use” to IECEx Operational Document OD 009, once finalised by AG55.

Document for discussion:
· ExMC/2179/CD – Draft edition 4.6 to IECEx OD 009, with Annex


The Chair asked Mr. Agius to report:

Mr. Agius reported that AG55 had produced a draft flowchart for the consideration of acceptable conditions of use in certificates. 

Mr. Agius report that the presenting this draft was simply to discuss the concept – not the content – of the proposed flowchart developed by AG55. Once AG55 completes its discussions and finalized the flowchart, it would need to be determined where it should be located within the IECEx documentation.

The first question, therefore, is whether ExTAG supports the idea of including a flowchart at all. Our suggestion is that IECEx OD 009 would be an appropriate place to include this guidance once the work is finalized, as it could conveniently incorporate the relevant analytical information.

He clarified that he was not asking for feedback on the current draft content itself but rather seeking ExTAG’s views on the concept of the flowchart and the proposal to include it in OD009. 

The meeting discussed the concept of using a flowchart and whether or not it should be normative or informative. 

The meeting recorded the following decisions.


Decision 2025/23
Members accepted a verbal report from the Secretariat regarding collaboration with TC31 AG55 regarding Specific Conditions of Use requirements for certificate content. Members also supported the inclusion of a new Annex C in a revision of IECEx OD 009 after the flowchart details are finalised by IEC TC31 AG55.


Moreover, members were informed of communication and discussions/work with other Technical Committees, including the following, relating to IECEx coverage of additional elements relating to Hydrogen Technologies as part of the ExMC WG19 work

1. [bookmark: _Hlk176275168]ISO TC 197 – Hydrogen Technologies
1. IEC TC 105 – Fuel Cells
1. UNECE Working Party 6 – Dr. Frank Lienesch

The Chair gave a short verbal report on the work of UNECE Working Party 6. (Copy of the UN report is available on the meeting website here)

The Chair emphasized the following points (here extracted) from the UN Report:

· Item 21. - Equipment that contain or control hydrogen within enclosed or potentially hazardous environments must be suitably designed for the purpose and comply with international safety standards….
· Item 98. - The conformity assessment framework should address not only pipeline equipment but also the organizations involved in its design, manufacturing, installation, operation, maintenance, and repair -Including the competence of associated personnel…..Recognized international schemes may include IECEx,…..

The Chair asked if there were any questions and there being none, the following decision was recorded.


Decision 2025/24
Members accepted a verbal report from The Chair regarding the work of UNECE Working Party 6.


	ExTAG Decision Sheets 

Current Status

To note current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets and their location

The Chair advised that this item is just for noting as members will be aware the Decision Sheets are available on the IECEx Website: https://www.iecex.com/


Decision 2025/25
Members noted the list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets.


Decision sheets and Draft DS published since the 2024 ExTAG meeting

The Chair introduced the decision sheets and draft decision sheets published since the last meeting in Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil. It was noted that there were two of them and they were created via correspondence. 


	Document Number
	Standard No.
	Clause/Subject

	DS 2024/003
	IEC60079-1:2014
IEC 60079-1:2007
	Tightening torque values of torque test for Ex blanking elements and Ex thread adapters


	DS 2024/002
	ISO 80079-36:2016 Ed.1.0
ISO 80079-37:2016 Ed.1.0
IEC 60079-0: 2011 Ed.6.0
IEC 60079-0: 2017 Ed.7.0
	Applicability of IEC 60079-0 for non-electrical equipment




Decision 2025/26
Members noted the list of ExTAG Decision Sheets dealt with since the 2024 ExTAG meeting.


Decision Sheets now falling under the 5 year review

[bookmark: _Hlk141278643]To note the following Decision Sheets, now falling under the 5 year review

The Chair introduced the next item on the agenda, which involves reviewing decision sheets every five years. The current review is for the year 2020 and there are seven decision sheets being reviewed. 

The process involves forwarding these decision sheets to the originator for comments, and then to the TC31 Liaison officer for feedback. The goal is to have a positive vote for continuing these decision sheets. There have been discussions about what to do in case of a negative vote, which will be addressed in the next agenda item about OD 035. 


Ms. Holdredge noted that the DS 2020/003A had been prepared jointly between SGS, CSA and UL Solutions and requested that UL be consulted as part of the review. The Chair agreed.







	Name 
	Standard Number 
	Clause/Subject 
	Issue Date

	DS 2020/007
	EC 60079-0:2017 (Ed. 7.0)
IEC 60079-7:2015 (Ed. 5.1)
IEC 60079-15:2010 (Ed. 4.0)
	Assessment of devices “Ex ec” (previously “nA”) with integral plug for field wiring
	2020-10-13

	DS 2020/006
	IEC 60079-0 :2017 (Ed.7.0)
IEC 60079-11:2011 (Ed.6.0) ISH5:2019
	Dust blanketing temperature test for intrinsically safe apparatus with EPL Da (group III)
	2020-10-12

	DS 2020/005
	IEC 60079-1:2014 (Ed 7.0)
	Compounded wire-feedthrough constructions between motor frame and terminal box
	2020-10-12

	DS 2020/004
	IEC 60079-31: 2008 Ed.1
IEC 60079-31: 2013 Ed.2
	Equipment completion Marking
	2020-05-14

	DS 2020/003A
	IEC 60079-0 (Ed 6)
IEC 60079-0 (Ed 7)
	Verification and Operation of Climate Chambers.
	2023-10-11

	DS 2020/002
	IEC 60079-0:2011
IEC 60079-0:2017
IEC 60079-7:2015
	Suffix “X” and “U” to the certificate.
	2020-02-13

	DS 2020/001
	IEC 60079-0:2017 Ed.7
	Smartphone or a tablet containing a LED to support a camera function.
	2020-02-13




Decision 2025/27
Members noted the list of ExTAG Decision Sheets now falling under the 5 year review and the intention to request the originator to review these and make recommendations. 


Process for the preparation and approval of Decision Sheets

Members are requested to note the current edition of OD 035 – Procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets Edition 3.2 and Form F-014. 

Document for Noting and Consideration:
· OD 035 – Procedure to generate, discuss, report and publish ExTAG Decision Sheets – Edition 3.2
· F-014 – Template for preparing Draft Decision Sheets

The Chair reported that TC 31 have requested that they may need additional time for considering draft DS. This is possible on a case-by-case basis and hence no change to OD was warranted.  Noting that OD 035 currently provides for a 6-week comment period which is ample, noting step 2 from OD 035:

Step 2 – Circulation of the first draft
The IECEx Secretariat will circulate the draft ExTAG decision sheet for comment to
ExTAG members except chairs and secretaries of IEC TC 31 and subcommittees (SCs).

However, circulation shall include the TC 31 IECEx liaison who will coordinate the
consultation within IEC TC 31 via the IECEx website under ExTAG committee
documents. At this time, the IECEx Secretariat will issue an email circular advising the members of ExTAG and IECEx management committee (ExMC) (for information only) and the IEC TC 31 IECEx liaison of the availability of the document for comment on the website.

The comment period is six weeks unless justified and agreed by ExTAG Chair. The comment period will be identified on the cover sheet for the draft ExTAG DS.

No issues were raised by the meeting.


Decision 2025/28
Members noted IECEx OD 035, Edition 3.2 and Form 014.


ExTAG Proposed Decision Sheets in progress

[bookmark: _Hlk144114579]Decision Sheet DS 2024/002

IECEx Decision Sheet DS 2024/002 was approved during the 2024 ExTAG 
Meeting. Since then, a proposal has been issued to amend DS 2024/002
(ExTAG/744/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Applicability of IEC 60079-0 for non-electrical equipment). Given the feedback from members and pending publication of next edition of IEC 60079-0, the meeting was asked to support the ExTAG Officers view to retain DS 2024/002 in its current form.

Documents for consideration:
· [bookmark: _Hlk172730334]ExTAG/744/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Applicability of IEC 60079-0 for non-electrical equipment
· ExTAG/757/CC – Compilation of Comments on ExTAG/744/CD Applicability of IEC 60079-0 for non-electrical equipment
· DS 2024/002

The Chair noted that there had been extensive discussion on this decision in the 2024 meeting and since then a proposed revision had been circulated. However there seemed to be insufficient support for changing the decision sheet. That being the case the following decision was proposed and agreed.


Decision 2025/29
Members considered the proposal to amend DS 2024/002 (refer ExTAG/744/CD) and the comments received on this (refer ExTAG/757/CC) and agreed to retain DS 2024/002 in its current form.


[bookmark: _Hlk204154674]Proposed decision sheet per ExTAG/743A/CD

Members were asked to consider finalising Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet, should the current round of consultation require discussion.

[bookmark: _Hlk204154772]Documents for consideration: 
· ExTAG/743A/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Use of Table 13 for large Ex d motors.
· ExTAG/748/CC – Compilation of Comments on ExTAG/743/CD Applicability of IEC 60079-0 for non-electrical equipment
· ExTAG/755/CC – Compilation of Comments on ExTAG/743A/CD Applicability of IEC 60079-0 for non-electrical equipment

The Chair asked Mr. Fred Lankamp to present the draft decision sheet. (Copy of the presentation is available on the meeting website here).

Mr. Lankamp detailed the background for the decision sheet:

The overpressure test for large Ex d motors (or enclosure parts thereof) as part of the routine test in accordance with section 16 of IEC 60079-1, Ed. 7.0 is currently interpreted and implemented differently: 

A. Common interpretation:
- Based on the reference pressure test results from the Type Tests, the routine overpressure test is made according to one of the methods described for the type tests in 15.2.3.

B. Misinterpretation:
- Even though the reference pressure tests were performed per cl. 15.2.2. during the Type Tests, The routine overpressure tests can be made using Table 13..

This leads to significant differences in the application of the requirements for routine tests.

Actual example (ref. 22030) for an flameproof enclosure of  an Ex d IIC motor (Tamb. -20°C…+40°C):
- during the Type Tests, the maximum measured reference pressure (Pref) was 30.01 bar. The enclosure is not capable to withstand 4xPref, thus routine tests at 1.5x30.01=46 bar are required.
This overpressure test at 46 bar during 10 sec. was passed successfully.

Using interpretation A, the routine tests are to be done with 46 bar.
Using interpretation B, the routine tests are to be done with 30 bar.

It is clear that using interpretation B creates a huge commercial advantage for the manufacturer.


During his presentation he gave examples of the inconsistencies of test criteria due to interpretation of IEC 60079-1

He also noted that Edition 8 of IEC 60079-1 was in its final stages of development and it was too late to change it. Edition 9 would not be published for several years. For this reason, he believed a decision sheet was necessary.

The Chair invited comments from members:

Dr. Krause explained that the origins of Table 13 in the standard were complex and rooted in earlier EN versions developed for large Ex d motors, suggesting that the interpretation was not as clear-cut as first thought.

Dr. Munro supported addressing the issue through the formal TC31 maintenance team, noting that decision sheets should not provide interpretations of standards, as this is the role of TC31 via official interpretation sheets.

Mr. Agius suggested that the proposed decision sheet could be interpreted as changing the standard rather than just clarifying it. He proposed that the best way forward would be to ask Dr. Krause in his role as IECEx TC31 Liaison to request that TC31 urgently issue an interpretation sheet on the matter.

It was noted that TC31 would be meeting in October.

The meeting then made the following decision.


Decision 2025/30
While the meeting supported the concept covered by the proposed Decision Sheet (refer ExTAG/743A/CD) and the comments received on this (refer ExTAG/748/CC and ExTAG/755/CC) the meeting did NOT agree to approve the publication of this proposed Decision Sheet. IEC TC 31 is requested via Dr. Krause to urgently issue an ISH to address this matter.
[bookmark: _Hlk204176501]Proposed decision sheet as per ExTAG/745A/CD

Members were asked to consider finalising Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet

Documents for consideration:
· ExTAG/745A/CD – Draft Decision Sheet The dust marking of maximum surface temperature for EPL Da
· ExTAG/750/CC – Compilation of Comments on ExTAG/745/CD Draft Decision Sheet The dust marking of maximum surface temperature for EPL Da

The Chair asked Zhao Hong from NEPSI to present the decision sheet.

Mr. Hong explained that the draft decision sheet (DS) had been revised in response to comments from certification bodies (ExCBs) and testing laboratories (ExTLs). The subject of the decision sheet concerns the marking of the maximum surface temperature for EPL Da equipment in relation to dust layers.

He noted that the purpose of the decision sheet was to address some inconsistent practices among ExTLs and ExCBs — some mark the maximum surface temperature including a dust layer, while others do not. The key question being addressed is therefore whether the dust layer thickness should be indicated in the temperature marking for EPL Da equipment.

He said the response is presented in two parts, depending on which edition of the IEC 60079-0 standard is applied:

· When using IEC 60079-0 Edition 6, together with IEC 60079-11 Edition 6 or 7, the marking depends on how the maximum surface temperature was determined.
· If the temperature was determined with a dust layer (TL), then the TL value must be included in the marking, or a symbol X used, as specified in IEC 60079-0 Ed. 6 Clause 5.3.2.3.2.
· If the temperature was determined without a dust layer, then no TL = 200 mm applies and it should not be marked.

· When using IEC 60079-0 Edition 7, the answer is yes — for EPL Da, Clause 29.5 (d) requires the marking to include a 200 mm dust layer subscript.

Mr. Hong stated that version A of the decision sheet (ExTAG/745A/CD) addressed the two main comments from stakeholders. 

Finally, he noted that the relevant clauses and tables in both editions of IEC 60079-11 are consistent and fully applicable, concluding the explanation of the revised decision sheet.

The Chair asked the meeting if there were any comments. As there being none, the following decision was recorded.
Decision 2025/31
Members considered the proposed Decision Sheet (refer ExTAG/745A/CD) and the comments received on this (refer ExTAG/750/CC) and agreed to publish this Decision Sheet


[bookmark: _Hlk204154981]Proposed decision sheet as per ExTAG/747/CD

Members wre asked to consider finalising Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet
should the current round of consultation require discussion 

Documents for consideration: 
· ExTAG/747/CD – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Measurement of Ex-Joints
· ExTAG/756/CC – Compilation of Comments on ExTAG/747/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Measurement of Ex-Joint


The Chair asked INERIS to present the proposed draft decision sheet.

The background to the decision sheet was as follows:

The clause §5.2.2 “Gap (i)” of IEC 60079-1:2014 stipulates:
“The gap, if one exists, between the surfaces of a joint shall nowhere exceed the maximum values given in Table 2 and Table 3.”

It is recognized by equipment manufacturers that the machining of cylindrical parts may not consistently ensure perfect circularity. As a result, a certain degree of ovality can occur, affecting both internal and external diameters. This dimensional deviation may influence the determination of maximum and minimum diameters, as well as the diametral gap. These parameters may be subject to variation depending on the measurement technique employed and how the measurements shall be addressed.
However, neither the current edition of IEC 60079-1:2014, previous edition IEC 60079-1:2007 nor ISO/IEC 80079-34:2018 explicitly defines the method to be applied for measuring and determining the maximum gap of a cylindrical joint. 

As a result, there are differences in practices and acceptance criteria between both during the type testing phase by the ExTLs and during the manufacturing control carried out by the manufacturer. 

In 2021/2022, a Proficiency Testing Program (as part of the IECEx/PTB Ex PTS) was performed on the subject of gap measurement of flameproof joints with 74 ExTLs which involved the measurement of cylindrical joints in bolt/hole combinations. It turned out that the majority of laboratories used the min/max diameters, but in some cases other variants were also chosen.
Therefore, clarification on the measurement of flameproof gaps seems required.
The decision sheet addressed whether it is acceptable to use the average value of diameter measurements to define the maximum gap of a flame proof joint. The answer was no and the requirements of IEC 60079-1 explained.

The Chair noted that the comment sheet ExTAG/756/CC was from the first round submission.

He asked the meeting if a second round was required or if the decision sheet could be agreed in principle, given there were many supporting comments for it.

Mr. Agius noted that if only editorial changes needed to be made, then after the approval of the ExTAG officers, the decision sheet could be published.

The meeting then made the following decision:


Decision 2025/32
Members considered the proposed Decision Sheet (refer ExTAG/747/CD) and the comments received on this (refer ExTAG/756/CC) and agreed to publish this Decision Sheet following an editorial review and acceptance is conducted by the ExTAG Officers.


New topics (suggestions for topics to be dealt with during the next ExTAG Meeting)

The Chair asked if there were any topics that members would like to raise under this item for discussion at future meetings.

Dr. Jim Munro raised a forward-looking topic for future meetings – the growing global conversation around artificial intelligence (AI), particularly how AI could be used to assess compliance and standards. He suggested that the group consider what their position should be on this evolving issue.

In response, Mr. Chris Agius explained that the Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) already has a working group (Working Group 19) that is exploring related themes, including AI, smart standards, and conformity assessment. He outlined that discussions so far have divided into two main areas:

· Whether there are new conformity assessment opportunities that could arise from AI, and
· How AI could support existing conformity assessment activities.

Mr. Agius mentioned that a pilot project within the IEC Conformity Assessment System had tested AI’s ability to help generate test report forms (ExTRs). 

However, the pilot faced difficulties because AI tools require significant “tuition” and understanding to function effectively – particularly since ExTRs are concept-based rather than product-based, making template creation more complex. Chris noted that the Secretariat had sensibly decided to wait and see how the pilot developed before getting involved further, though he emphasized that AI remains a topic worth keeping on the radar.

He then shifted to a related development within another system, the IECQ. Formerly focused on electronic components, the IECQ has expanded its scope to include environmental conformity assessment services, such as carbon footprint verification, eco-design, and hazardous substances management. These services are now considered horizontal, applying across all products, not just electronics.

To illustrate this expansion, Mr. Agius noted that SGS, one of the IECQ’s certification bodies, had recently issued the first carbon footprint verification certificates to Zeus Computers and Acer Computers. He suggested that this environmental focus could be a valuable topic for discussion next year, as these services may also be relevant to Ex products and could create new opportunities for certification bodies within the group.


No decision recorded. 


Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review  

The IECEx Secretary provided an update of IEC/ILAC/IAF MoU and co-operation, noting the issue of IEC Administrative Circular, AC/23/2020. 

Document for noting:
· ExMC/1606/INF – IEC Admin Circular

The Secretary noted that the current MoU had expired and that the IEC was planning to resign soon. There was a new body being created called GLOBAC which was still being established, and this body may supersede the ILAC and IAF.


Decision 2025/33
Members noted the verbal report by the Executive Secretary based on the document circulated as ExMC/1606/INF.


Matters for proposal to ExMC

The Chair advised that he would be preparing a report, as usual, to present during the ExMC Meeting. He then asked the meeting if, before preparing the report, there were any matters that they wished taken to the coming ExMC Meeting, other that already raised during the meeting.

The Secretary gave the following list of items to be raised.

· Suggest to update OD 099 to include revision of ODs and rules where the technical content does not require change, but a review / update of references and document style is warranted.

· From closed session: Recommend that ExAG consider adding guidance to assessor forms F-003 that looks at the contract arrangement between ExCB and customer that reference to the IECEx rules are made.

· From the Closed session: Recommend that IECEx 02 clause 9.6 be changed to read

“……The ExCB shall issue an addendum  a new Issue to the CoC authorizing the change. The ExMC shall specify the layout and content of the new issue addendum…..” .

· Also recommend that ExMC WG1 consider providing guidance on how to deal with product changes ie where the use of letter from the ExCB maybe suitable as opposed to issuing an ExTR Addendum and up issue of a CoC

· Dr. Jim Munro to prepare a discussion paper to address a requirement for ExCBs to monitor their associated ExTLs for consideration at the next ExMC WG 1 meeting to see where best to place requirements/guidance

· Mr. Rob Kohuch of QPS agreed to accept ExTAG WG1 Deputy Convener.

· Recommend inclusion of IEC 60079-29-0 / IEC 60079-45 / ISO/IEC 80079-38 Ed 2.0 to be adopted by the IECEx for certification.

· ExTAG supports the idea of adding the AG55 flowchart as an annex A of OD 009 once finalized by TC 31 AG55.

· DS 2020/003A was joint between SGS and UL so request UL be included in the review of this DS as well as only SGS are shown as originator.


Decision 2025/34
Members supported the list of items presented by the Secretariat.


Other Business

No decision recorded. 


Confirmation of next meeting, year and place

The ExTAG Meeting is normally aligned with ExMC meeting, however ExTAG members are asked to consider whether this should continue. 

Members are asked to note the planned meeting dates in September 2026, China.

The Secretary informed the meeting the US had offered to host the meeting in 2027 and South Africa were considering making an offer to host in 2028.


Decision 2025/35
Members noted that planned ExMC meeting dates and program for September 2026 in China and confirmed a preference for convening the 2026 ExTAG meeting in conjunction with the ExMC meeting.


Close of Meeting

The Chair thanked all participants for attending and TIIS for organizing and hosting the 2025 meeting as well as the meeting’s sponsors.

The meeting was closed at 5:00 pm.
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ANNEX A – ACTION LIST

	Action No.
	Agenda Item
	Action
	By Whom

	1
	4.4
	IECEx Secretariat to update format and style and any necessary editorial update of references. 

(Decision 2025/05 Action 2025/01)

	IECEx Secretariat

	2
	4.4
	IECEx OD 099 be revised to define / clarify the purpose and process of the publication review

(Decision 2025/05 Action 2025/02)

	ExTAG Secretariat

	3
	5.1
	A proposal to ExAG regarding a revision of assessment report forms to cover different scenarios of progress with proficiency testing program activities by applicant ExTLs.


(Decision 2025/06, Action 2025/03)

	ExTAG Secretariat to forward to 
Ms Holdredge to provide a proposal for ExAG consideration.

	4
	5.2
	Dr. Munro to prepare a discussion paper for ExMC WG1 regarding a possible need to expand IECEx publications to specify minimum requirements for the monitoring of external ExTL and ATF capability.  

Mr. Gauthier to provide input to Dr. Munro.

(Decision 2025/07 Action 2025/04)

	ExTAG Secretariat to follow up and then for forwarding to ExMC WG01 Convenor Mr. Marty Cole


	5
	6.1
	Request ExAG to consider including guidance or requirements in assessment forms that ensure that assessors check that agreements between ExCBs and clients include reference to IECEx Rules.

(Action 2025/05)

	ExAG

	6
	6.1
	Request ExMC WG1 and ExMC WG5 to take a discussion on the matter of the continued capability of ExCBs to provide QAR services.



(Action 2025/06)
	ExTAG Secretariat to follow up for forwarding to ExMC WG01 Convenor Mr. Marty Cole and ExMC WG05 Mr. Barnier

	7
	6.3
	Request ExMC WG1 to consider a proposal to be prepared by Mr. Malohn for revisions to IECEx 02, Clause 9.6 (for example, replace ‘addendum’ with ‘new issue’) and possibly the addition of an Annex to IECEx OD 009 as a means of ensuring consistency across ExCBs and transparency of key documents used for certification purposes (such as schedule drawings).    


(Decision 2025/09 Action 2025/07)

	Secretariat added item to ExMC WG1 meeting agenda

	8
	7.1
	Recommend to ExMC that amendment to IECEx OD 010-2 Edition 4.0 proceeds to publication as Edition 5.0

(Decision 2025/11)
	ExTAG Chair Report

	9
	7.1
	Request ExTAG WG01 to consider AU comments (ExMC/2203/CD) from meeting for an amendment to IECEx OD 010-2 Edition 5.0.


Decision (2025/11 action 2025/08)

	ExTAG Secretariat to forward to
ExTAG WG01
Convenor Mr. Scott Kiddle

	10
	7.1
	Recommend to the 2025 ExMC meeting that IECEx OD 010-1 Edition 3.0 circulated as ExTAG/753/CD be issued for approval for publication via correspondence ballot.
   

(Decision 2025/12)

	ExTAG Chairs Report

	11
	7.3
	ExTAG members to submit proposals for improvements to IECEx OD 024 to Mr. Agius, Convenor ExTAG WG06.

(Decision 2025/14 Action 2025/09)

	Mr. Agius, Convenor ExTAG WG06


	12
	7.5
	Recommend to the 2025 ExMC Meeting that the proposed revision of IECEx OD 202 (as circulated as ExMC/2187/DV) proceeds to publication as circulated.   

(Decision 2025/17)

	ExTAG Chairs Report

	13
	7.6
	Disband all ExTAG ad hoc groups.

(Decision 2025/18)

	ExTAG Secretariat


	14
	7.6
	ExTAG WGs not listed in item 7. (ExTAG WG04, WG12 & WG14) be placed on standby.

(Decision 2025/19)

	ExTAG Secretariat

	15
	8.3

	Inclusion of Specific Conditions flowchart in revision of IEC Ex OD 009 after details finalised by IEC TC31 AG55 

(This will need to be referred to ExMC WG 01 as they are the document owner)

(Decision 2025/23)

	Secretariat

	16
	10.2

	Request IEC TC31 via Dr. Krause to urgently issue an ISH to address issues raised in ExTAG/743A/CD.

(Decision 2025/30)

	Dr. Krause
IEC TC31 Liaison 

	17
	10.3
	Publish proposed decision sheet contained in ExTAG/745A/CD . (The dust marking of maximum surface temperature for EPL Da be published as a DS.)

(Decision 2025/31)

	ExTAG Secretariat

	18
	10.4
	Publish proposed decision sheet ExTAG/747/CD (Measurement of Ex-Joint) following an editorial review conducted by the ExTAG Officers.

(Decision 2025/32)

	ExTAG Secretariat
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