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This document contains a report from the 27 May 2026 meeting of the ExTAG WG 06 Testing at Other Locations, held Remotely.

The WG06 wish to provide ExTAG with a status report on their work regarding revision to OD 024 IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme – IECEx Rules of Procedure covering testing, or witnessing testing at a manufacturer’s, user’s or third party facility.

Included in this report are recommendations for progressing the revision of OD 024, with the WG06 planning to hold its next meeting on 14th October 2026.

This report is to be presented to the September 2026 Beijing Meeting of the ExTAG.
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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx System)

MEETING AGENDA + REPORT

Remote Meeting of IECEx WG 06
Working Group ExTAG WG 06 – Rules of procedure for Testing at Other Locations

on Wednesday 27th May 2026 
(1203 – 1350 UTC Time) 

Attendance:

Chris 		AGIUS
Nils		BLESHOY
Olivier	COTTIN
Tim		DUFFY
Eduardo	GALERA
Julien		GAUTHIER
Katy		HOLDREDGE
Robert	KOHUCH	
Glenn		MANIFOLD
Frank 	LIENESCH
Jasmin	OMEROVIC
Fabian	SCHÖN
Bryn		SPENCER
Mark		AMOS
Michael	HARDIE
Geoff 		SLATER

Apologies:

Ulrich Jacobs
Jim Munro
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	SUBJECT

	1. Opening of the Meeting (Start 1203 UTC)
Opening by the Convenor, Chris Agius + self-introduction of the participants
The Convener, Chris Agius, IECEx Executive Secretary and WG06 Convener, opened the meeting welcoming members and noting that it had been some time since the previous WG06 meeting. Special welcome was extended to those attending for the first time and to IECEx Chair Katy Holdredge, ExTAG Chair Frank Leinesch, ExTAG Vice Chair Jasmin Omerovic, Tim Duffy ExMarkCo Chair, Olivier Cottin representing INERIS in place of Thierry Houiex, Fabian Schön of R. Stahl, and Michael Hardie of the IECEx Secretariat who joined the Secretariat in late 2025. Chris also acknowledged Mark Amos' forthcoming retirement from the IECEx Secretariat.
Apologies were noted from Jim Munro, Ulrich Jacobs and Vijay Rangarajan, with Vijay indicating his support for the proposed updates to OD 024.

	2.  ExTAG WG6 Terms of Reference and Membership
Members to confirm ExTAG WG6 Terms of Reference and Membership (as indicated on IECEx Website https://www.iecex.com/members-area/working-groups/?WorkingGroup=36&action_doWorkingGroupSearch=Search 
Title:  Rules of Procedure for testing at other locations
To develop and maintain procedures (OD 024) and other documentation related to testing performed at test facilities other than an ExTL or Additional Testing Facility. Additional aspects include the need to ensure that testing performed utilizes adequate facilities, test equipment and that the staff are competent and have the adequate expertise for the relevant standard / type of protection
The meeting reviewed the current Terms of Reference for ExTAG WG06 and reconfirmed them without change. 

	3. Approval of the Agenda
Members are asked to consider any other items for raising that are not listed on the agenda and then approve the agenda as presented here or as amended to include agreed additional items.
The meeting approved the Agenda with the addition of the following for raising in Other Business:
· consideration of whether OD 024 should in future be renumbered to align with newer IECEx Operational Document numbering conventions (for example OD 224); and
· consideration of the possible future utilisation of OD 024 listed test facilities by other ExTLs and ExCBs based on mutual recognition concepts.

	4. IECEx OD 024 – Testing at other locations.  Consideration of Updates
Members are requested to consider Draft Edition 5.0 of OD 024 prepared by the Convener following comments received from Members, Glenn Manifold and Katy Holdredge, IECEx Chair.  The opportunity has also been taken to update the screen images and references to the IECEx On-Line OD 024 Register.
Therefore, this meeting will be asked to consider the following changes: 
1. The removal of the requirement for a (The decision by an ExTL to conduct testing shall be approved in advance by the ExCB) 
2. Inclusion of new Clause 4.8.2 One-Off Validity and corresponding text in Item 7 of Annex A 
3. Any other updates for consideration. 
The meeting conducted a review of IECEx OD 024 Draft Edition 5.0 prepared by the Convener taking into account proposals from both Katy Holdredge and Glen Manifold. The following is a summary of this review and changes agreed during the meeting.
The meeting reviewed the proposed removal of the requirement in Clause 4.2 for ExCB approval in advance of an ExTL decision to conduct off-site or witness testing and agreed to progress this update as part of the current revision.
The meeting also considered the proposed new Clause 4.8.2 relating to “One-Off Validity” not requiring to be included on the OD 024 Register, together with corresponding text proposed for Annex A. Following detailed discussion, the meeting agreed not to proceed with the proposed new clause within the current revision of OD 024, noting concerns regarding maintaining visibility and traceability of testing arrangements through the OD 024 On-Line Register and agreed that broader consideration of validity concepts, registry management and associated operational matters should form part of a later detailed review.
The meeting agreed to update Clause 4.11(g) to align with current ExTR cover sheet practice and remove the corresponding online ExTR summary requirement.
The meeting agreed to adopt a two-stage approach to the revision of OD 024. Stage 1 would focus on progressing immediate operational and editorial updates required to align OD 024 with current IECEx practices and operation of the Online Register and proceed to publication. 
A more comprehensive review would follow under Stage 2 and would involve a broader “deep dive” review of OD 024, including consideration of:
· manufacturer and corporate-group definitions;
· possible future mutual recognition concepts for assessments conducted under OD 024;
· consistency and harmonisation of ExTL and ExCB assessment practices;
· review of guidance material and use of screen images within the document; and
· alignment considerations associated with IECEx OD 012, including calibration activities and specialised equipment.
Glenn Manifold agreed to continue development of additional text regarding the handling of One-Off situations such as Unit Verification, associated with Clause 4.4 for future Stage 2 consideration.
Action: Glenn Manifold to develop additional text associated with Clause 4.4 for consideration during the Stage 2 review.
The meeting agreed to retain the OD 024 designation at this time and consider any future renumbering following completion of the Stage 2 review activities.

	5. Proposals to be put before ExMC
Members to consider proposals to be put to ExMC in light of discussions concerning item 4 above, that may impact on any other IECEx publications.
The meeting agreed that the Stage 1 revision of OD 024, incorporating the changes agreed during this meeting, should be progressed to ExMC for approval by correspondence and circulated to ExTAG for information. Stage 2 review activities will continue following discussion during the September 2026 ExTAG meetings in Beijing, noting the request from Dr Frank Leinesch, ExTAG Chair advising that he would appreciate a discussion during the Beijing ExTAG meeting, in light of various discussions concerns “subcontracting”.
Action: Secretariat to prepare the Stage 1 revision of OD 024 for progression to ExMC by correspondence and circulation to ExTAG for information.

	6. Other Business
The meeting discussed possible future utilisation of OD 024 listed test facilities by other ExTLs and ExCBs based on mutual recognition concepts, including consideration of approaches similar to those used within the IECEE System under IECEE OD-2048.
The meeting noted that while there may be benefits in reducing duplication of assessments and administrative burden, further work would be required to ensure sufficient consistency and harmonisation of ExTL and ExCB assessment methodologies, reporting practices and operational expectations before any such approach could be considered further within the IECEx System.  The meeting also noted caution raised by Julien Gauthier regarding some restrictions included within IECEE OD 2048 that would not benefit the IECEx.
The meeting agreed that these matters should form part of the broader Stage 2 review activities for OD 024.
Action: Nils Bleshøy and Glenn Manifold to further consider mutual recognition concepts, including relevant IECEE OD-2048 approaches and the provisions of Clause 4.8.5 of OD 024, and develop a proposal for WG06 consideration as part of the Stage 2 review.

	7. Next Working Meeting
The meeting agreed that the next WG06 meeting will be held remotely via Zoom on 14 October 2026 commencing at 1200 UTC.
Members were invited to submit additional comments and proposals relating to the revision of OD 024 prior to the 14 October 2026 next meeting.

	8. Close of Working Group Meeting
There being no further business, the Convener thanked members for their attendance and valuable contributions to the review of OD 024. The meeting noted the progress made on the revision of OD 024 and the agreed framework for the Stage 2 review.
The meeting was closed at 1350 UTC.



image1.png
EE’ExJ





