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MEETING CHAIR:	Mr Paul Meanwell, Chair IECEx 


OPENING AND WELCOME – Meeting commenced on 0900am on Thursday 18th September 2025 and continued from 0900am on Friday 19th September 2025. 

The Chair, Paul Meanwell opened the meeting, welcoming Delegates and Observers  expressing his gratitude to the hosts, TIIS and Japan National Member Body of IECEx , as well as the sponsors who supported the arrangements for the week.

Special appreciation was given to the organising committee, recognising the considerable effort required to ensure the success of such an event. Mr. Meanwell reflected on his own experience hosting the annual IECEX meetings back in 2016, noting the workload involved.

A special welcome was extended to  those joining this meeting for the first time. Several first-time participants were identified during the session.

Mr. Meanwell formally introduced and acknowledged the following attendees of the meeting:

IECEx Executive members:
Ms. Katy Holdredge – IECEx Vice Chair
Prof. Xu Jianping – IECEx Treasurer
Dr. Frank Leinesch – ExTAG Chair
Jasmin Omerovic – ExTAG Deputy Chair
Peter Thurnherr – ExSFC Committee Chair
Marco Erdhuizen – ExPCC Chair
Tim Duffy – US Member of CAB, member of the IECEx Executive, Chair of IECEx ExMarkCo, and Treasurer of IECEE
Mr. Kevin Wolf – ExAG Convener
Ms. Lu Qiao (Lucy) – ExAG Deputy Convener

IEC TC 31 Officers:
Dr. Martin Thedens – IEC TC 31 Chair

Apologies received from IECEx Executive members:
Ms. Erin La Rocco – ExSFC Deputy Chair
Mr. Thierry Houeix – ExPCC Deputy Chair

Other guests and Secretariat:
Dr. Tim Krause – IEC TC 31/IECEx Liaison Officer
IECEx Secretariat Team: Chris Agius, Mark Amos, and Geoff Slater
Christine Kane – recognised for her ongoing valuable contribution to the Secretariat, though unable to attend in person this year.

Mr. Meanwell addressed the loss of two respected colleagues since the last meeting:
Dr. Thorsten Arnhold, former IECEx Chair, who sadly passed away on 8 July 2025. A short tribute was presented by the Secretariat in honour of his memory and immense contribution to IEC and IECEx.
Dr. Andrei V. Tchouvelev, Director with the Hydrogen Council and Chair of ISO TC 197 SC1 on Hydrogen Technologies, who passed away in the past year.

These losses were acknowledged as significant for the IECEx community, particularly following the previous year’s successful meetings in Brazil.

Lastly, the Chair informed the meeting would be recorded for minute taking purposes only and outlined the voting procedures for the meeting. Decisions would be recorded and projected on the room screens.



Introduction and Address by IECEx Chair – Mr Paul Meanwell

The Chair gave the following address:

It’s great to be here in Japan and to see you all again! It’s a pity that world events have led to our meetings clashing with the IEC annual meetings taking place in India.

As always, Chris and his team at the secretariat have done a great job in keeping the system fully operational and making my job easy. Thanks guys!

I’m happy to report that the System remains stable and in good financial health, with an uptick in growth in the year from 30 June 2024 to 30 June 2025. While the IECEx System remains financially sound, there are changes coming to our financial model as directed by the IEC, who now demand increased contributions from the CA Systems. More detail on this will be discussed during agenda item 18 later in the meeting when WG20 gives its feedback.

Our ExCB’s, ExTL’s and accepted ATF numbers under the Certified Equipment Scheme have remained stable, as has the Certified Service Facilities Scheme and the Certificate of Personnel Competency Scheme. The Recognized Training Providers have increased by 2 to 39.

During the same period, Certificates, Licenses and Reports have grown by 9.4% which is an improvement over last year, and we have seen an increase in the number of unit verification certificates too which saw an increase of 21% over the same period in the previous year, also in improvement over the previous year’s growth.

Significant growth has been seen in certificates issued to the non-electrical ISO standards with over 4,570 IECEx Certificates and reports now issued, and almost all of our Ex-bodies now include these standards in their scope to issue such certificates. Once again this demonstrates significant growing interest in using IECEx outside of the traditional electrotechnical field.

In terms of system compliance, the secretariat once again managed to audit roughly 15% of issued certificates and the results were an improvement on last year’s results. Of the 21 items in the criteria list only 4 certificates had non-compliance issues. Of these 4 certificates, two of them had only 1 non-conformance each, one had 3 non-conformances, but sadly one had 42. This is a cause for concern, and I think Chris will be discussing this further during his presentation of the Report Card,

Our involvement in the hydrogen industry has slowed somewhat in terms of development with the sad loss of both Andre Tchouvalev and Thorsten Arnhold, but we continue our work, and with the publication of ISO 19880-2 we are now able to retire our OD0290 Annex A.

Again, many of our working groups have met using various platforms over the last 12 months and continue the work of the System as a whole. In total, 11 working group meetings have been held.

Financially the system was again able to make a small contribution to the capital reserve, although again, and as you will see later, our financial model has to change somewhat.

Of course, all these details and more will be discussed, reported on and presented during the course of the meeting, and I’m looking forward to a productive and engaging meeting. Participation from all countries is encouraged, there are no “stupid” questions. The more you put into the meeting, the more you are likely to get out of it so please don’t hesitate to ask questions.

This meeting will be my last as Chair, and possibly my last ever. I must say, so far it’s been great and I’m enjoying my retirement! I have had an excellent time as Chair and enjoyed it thoroughly. My first three years were spent in my home office due to the Covid outbreak which wasn’t so good, but my second term has seen me travel to some fantastic locations and meet some really great people, and I’m very grateful to have been given the chance to do so. 

During my time as chair I’ve done my best to be an effective and professional ambassador for the IECEx, and I hope I haven’t let anyone down. To date, I’ve not received any negative comments personally, so I’m thinking I haven’t done too badly. All I have to do now is get through these next two days and I’ll have a clean slate, so please don’t throw me any curved balls during the meeting!

Today we will be electing a new Chair and vice-chair, and I know they’ll do a great job. I hope they enjoy themselves as much as I have and have similar opportunities as I have had. I can honestly say I’ve learned a great deal.

I thank you all for the support I’ve received so far, especially the support received from Chris and his team at the secretariat, which always exceeded my expectations. Chris, it’s been a pleasure working with you and your team.

Lastly, I wish you all a productive and interesting meeting.


APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Approval of Draft Agenda 
The meeting will be asked to approve the Draft Agenda 

	Document for consideration: 
· ExMC/2070B/DA – 	Draft Agenda, 2025 ExMC Meeting

The Chair called on the meeting to accept the draft agenda noting the following changes in Version B and additional reports below:

Item 4.3 An additional person nominating for IECEx Vice Chair
Item 8.4 Comments received from Japan concerning the IECEx Bulletin to be covered under Agenda item 8.4
Item 8.6 a report from ExMC WG15 Non-Electrical, which will be covered under agenda item 8.6
Item 17 Regional Reports with reports from Brazil and US


Also to note that there were some last minute reports which will posted and a report received from IEC TC 105 – Fuel Cells that has been issued as ExMC/2209/R and listed for noting during the Agenda item 16.1. The meeting recorded the following decision.

Decision 2025/01
The meeting approved the draft agenda as circulated as ExMC/2170B/DA with post agenda circulation updates to the following items:
· Item 4.3
· Item 8.4
· Item 8.6
· Item 17
· Item 16.1
· Item 15

Approval of the Consent Agenda - Annex A
The meeting will be asked to approve items contained in the Consent Agenda as listed in Annex A.

The Chair reminded members that previously a consent agenda with the objective of making meetings as efficient as possible.  Due to that success this approach has been used again over the last 3 years of remote annual meetings and last year in Brazil and is to be used again for this meeting.

The Chair highlighted the use of asterix ✱ against agenda items indicating that the item was listed in the Consent Agenda, contained in Annex A: seeking the meeting’s agreement to accept all documents listed in the Consent Agenda with the one decision.

The Chair then moved for the meeting to accept the consent agenda and there being no comments from members requesting any changes the meeting recording the following decision.

Decision 2025/02
The meeting approved all items listed in the Consent Agenda circulated as Annex A to ExMC/2170B/DA


MINUTES OF THE LAST ExMC MEETING
[bookmark: _Hlk181010758]✱ Members to note the Confirmed Minutes of the last meeting held in        Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil September 2024. The minutes have been confirmed via correspondence.
	
	Document for noting: 
· ExMC/2122A/RM – Confirmed Minutes of the 2024 ExMC Meeting 


[bookmark: _Hlk84661595]The Chair noted the meeting’s agreement to the consent agenda and referred to Decision 2025/02.





Matters arising from these minutes

3.2.1	Report on Actions arising from the 2024 ExMC Meeting

Members to note a report from the IECEx Secretariat concerning the Actions List as detailed in ExMC/2122A/RM, Confirmed Minutes of the 2024 ExMC Meeting. 

		Document for noting: 
· ExMC/2171/R – Status of Action Items from the 2024 ExMC Meeting


The Chair invited the Secretary Chris Agius report on the actions contained in ExMC/2171/R. The Secretary noted that the document contained details on all the actions from the 2024 ExMC meeting. Twenty four items in the report shown in green were completed and another seven items in blue were in hand and being dealt with during the course of this meeting. 

The Secretary asked if there were any questions and there being none, the meeting recorded the following decision:

Decision 2025/03
The meeting endorsed a report (refer ExMC/2171/R) from the Secretariat that highlighted various items on the list of actions arising from the 2024 Meeting as circulated as ExMC/2122A/RM, Confirmed Minutes of the 2024 ExMC Meeting. 

 
0. Other items
Members to discuss matters arising from the 2024 ExMC Meeting minutes for items that are not already included in this draft agenda.

The Chair invited the meeting to raise any additional items arising from the 2024 meeting that they would like addressed.  None were raised.



OVERVIEW OF IECEx SYSTEM ACTIVITIES
 
Annual Report Card
Members to receive a report from the IECEx Secretariat on IECEx Schemes activity and general statistics as the IECEx System Report Card 2025.  

Documents for Noting/Discussion:
· ExMC/2167/R – 2025 IECEx Annual Report Card 
· ExMC/2186/CD – US Comments concerning reporting of IT projects


Mr. Chris Agius, IECEx Executive Secretary, delivered an overview of the Annual Report Card. He informed that the report card gives a snapshot of the IECEx system, its schemes, achievements, and developments since the previous year. Rather than a full annual report, the “report card” focuses on highlights and performance indicators.

He drew members attention to some of the highlights of the report, noting specifically:

Sustained annual growth of 9.4%.
Data shows recovery from the COVID-19 period, with steady improvements in the issuing of certificates and deliverables.
Ongoing records cover certificates, test reports, and quality assessment reports dating back to 2009.
A new graph, included at members’ request, compares Issue 0 certificates (newly issued) against up-issued certificates (updates to existing products).
Trends show that while Issue 0 numbers dipped during the pandemic, they are now climbing again, with projections suggesting a peak between 2010–2025.
The system records draft certificates before they are finalised and issued.
Growth in draft certificates is seen as a positive indicator of activity, though not all drafts become final.
Regular “housekeeping” is undertaken with certifying bodies to maintain quality.

Scheme Growth
Equipment Scheme: Sustained growth and recovery post-pandemic.
Services Scheme: Strong year-to-date trajectory with positive expansion.
Personnel Competence Scheme (CoPC): Impressive growth figures, showing strong adoption.
Mark Licensing: Limited change this year, but a new ExCB licence applicants have been received

Surveillance and Compliance
The Secretariat, led by Geoff Slater (IECEx Compliance Manager), continues to ensure quality checking  across the system.
Surveillance includes checking details such as correct manufacturer addresses and appropriate specific conditions of use.
While cooperation from certification bodies is high, there is concern about an increase in errors compared with last year, prompting plans to ramp up surveillance activities.
Monitoring also extends to ensuring certifying bodies are fulfilling surveillance duties.
Data on quality assessment reports (QARs) is regularly tracked, showing improvements since 2018, though recent rises will require ongoing attention.

Meetings and Promotional Activities
Since the last annual report, 11 remote meetings of various IECEx Working groups have been held, with more planned in the coming year.
Promotional efforts include:
· Regular half-page advertisements in Hazardex magazine.
· Use of IECEx animated videos
· Bilateral presentations with new countries looking to join
· Participation with the IEC Academy to deliver webinars 
· International outreach activities, including a presentation delivered in Shanghai by the Chair at the IECEx Industrial Symposium, attended by ~300 participants.

IT and Administration
The major IT project of the past year was the launch of the new IECEx website (launched October of the previous year).
No major IT projects are currently underway, with only small internal improvements being managed.
Routine Secretariat functions continue, including document reviews, invoice management, and processing of significant volumes of email correspondence.

Finances
For the previous financial year, the System achieved an operational surplus of CHF 121,298, exceeding budget expectations.

In concluding, Mr. Agius emphasised that the IECEx continues to function well thanks to the combined efforts of the Secretariat, Executive, officers, and certification bodies. The system shows strong, steady growth across all schemes, improved promotional reach, and a continued commitment to quality through robust surveillance.

The Chair, thanked Mr Agius for the report and opened discussions:

A question was raised about the reduction in  articles from the IECEx in Hazardex and after discussion an action was raised for the Secretariat to address this matter with HazardEx to improve this, noting regular articles from the IEC TC 31 Chair.

The US proposal on IT projects, ExMC/2186/CD, was discussed, with the Secretariat advising that currently there are no specific IT projects and noted that the last major IT project was the development and launch of the new IECEx website which went live late 2024.  He further noted the excellent cooperation and support from the current IT and website providers and also advised that any future IT projects will be included in the Annual Report Card.  In conclusion the meeting agreed to record the following decisions.


Decision 2025/04
The meeting accepted the Secretariat’s report that highlighted a number of aspects detailed in ExMC/2167/R as an overview of IECEx System activities.  

Decision 2025/05
The meeting considered the US comments concerning IT projects as circulated as ExMC/2186/CD and assigned an Action to the Secretariat to provide this in the future IECEx Report Cards.  


Nomination of new IECEx Chair

Mr Paul Meanwell will complete his second 3-year term as IECEx Chair at the end of 2025. At the end of the call for nominations, via ExMC/2127/Inf, a nomination from US presenting Ms Katy Holdredge as new IECEx Chair was received.  No other nominations were received.  The meeting will be asked to accept this nomination for presenting to the IEC Conformity Assessment Board, CAB for their final appointment. 

The meeting is also asked to acknowledge, the tremendous service to the IECEx by Mr Meanwell during his 2 x 3 year terms.

Documents for Noting/Consideration:
· ExMC/2127/Inf– IECEx Chair Call for Nominations
· ExMC/2140/Inf – Nomination from US for Ms Katy Holdredge


In noting the nomination from US for Ms Katy Holdredge, the Chair asked for agreement from the members  of the nomination for Ms Katy Holdredge to be forwarded to the IEC Conformity Assessment Board for approval and with unanimous support from the meeting,  the following decision was recorded.


Decision 2025/06
The meeting considered the single nomination of Ms Katy Holdredge (refer ExMC/2140/INF) and unanimously agreed to recommend Ms Holdredge to the IEC CAB for appointment to commence a first term as ExMC Chair on 1st January 2026. 

The Chair then invited Ms Holdredge to address the meeting.  Ms Holdredge opened her address  with her heartfelt gratitude, acknowledging the trust placed in her by colleagues, the U.S. National Committee Council. She then paid tribute to her predecessor, Paul Meanwell, whose leadership began in the most challenging of times—the onset of the COVID pandemic. Ms Holdredge  highlighted Paul’s pivotal role, together with Chris, in establishing IECEx OD 060, which safeguarded both the organization’s services and its financial stability during a period of great uncertainty.

She also commended Paul’s contributions to advancing IECEx initiatives, including the creation of IECEx OD 290 for hydrogen-related testing and certification, as well as the formation of Working Group 20 to strengthen financial oversight. These achievements, Ms Holdredge  noted, laid a strong foundation for the organization’s ongoing success, and she warmly thanked Paul for his dedication and high standards.

Looking ahead, Ms Holdredge  pledged to build on this legacy. Her vision centred on fostering deeper collaboration among conveners and working groups, ensuring continued transparency in decisions, and broadening engagement across the IECEx community. She emphasized the importance of mentorship, recognizing that many seasoned members will soon retire, and expressed her desire to see knowledge passed on to the next generation.

Ms Holdredge called for collective effort to address complex challenges, support emerging technologies, and contribute meaningfully to the global Ex industry. She closed by inviting ideas, feedback, and active participation from all stakeholders, affirming her excitement for the future and her honour in serving as the new Chair of IECEx.


Nomination of new IECEx Vice Chair 
Given, the nomination of Ms Katy Holdredge as IECEx Chair and her current position as IECEx Vice Chair, should her nomination as IECEx Chair be accepted by the ExMC, Ms Holdredge will step down as IECEx Vice Chair.
Therefore, the meeting will be asked to agree on a nomination of IECEx Vice Chair, again for presenting to the IEC CAB for their final appointment. At the time of preparing this revised draft Agenda, nominations have been received from GB and IR. The meeting will be asked to decide which nomination is to go forward for CAB approval.

Documents for Noting/Consideration:
· ExMC/2169/Inf– IECEx Vice Chair call for nominations
· ExMC/2178/Inf – Nomination from GB for Mr Colin Cameron
· ExMC/2201/INF – Nomination from Iran for Mr Seyed Mohsen Mirsadri

The Chair acknowledged with thanks receipt of two nominations for the position of IECEx Vice Chair, noting that IECEx is most fortunate to receive  2 nominations of extremely high calibre professionals in both Mr Cameron and Mr Mirsadri with the Chair suggesting that in the interest of fairness that a secret ballot be held, with the Secretariat handing out 1 voting paper per country which when completed will be collected and counted by the Secretariat with the oversight of both the IECEx Chair and Vice Chair.  Once completed, only the successful candidate will be announced.  Member agreed to this approach with the meeting agreeing to record the following decision.

Decision 2025/07
The meeting considered options for an appropriate outcome of discussion on the two nominations for ExMC Vice Chair and agreed to conduct a secret ballot of Member Bodies present at the meeting.

Following the conducting of a secret ballot, the Chair declared the successful candidate as Mr Colin Cameron of GB with the meeting recording the following decision.


Decision 2025/08
The meeting considered the nominations of Mr Colin Cameron (refer ExMC/2178/INF) and Mr Seyed Mohsen Mirsadri (refer ExMC/2201/INF) and agreed via secret ballot to recommend Mr Cameron to the IEC CAB for appointment to commence a first term as ExMC Vice Chair on 1st January 2026. 

The Chair announced the successful candidate as Mr Cameron from GB and invited Mr Cameron to address the meeting.

Mr  Cameron thanked members for their confidence in electing him Deputy Chair.

Mr Cameron paid tribute to outgoing Chair, Mr Meanwell, for six years of excellent leadership and leaving IECEx in a strong position.
He congratulated Paul on receiving the Edison Award, describing it as richly deserved.
He expressed confidence in the incoming Chair and pledged his support.

He noted the following challenges ahead:
Significant financial pressures from the IEC, which is asking IECEx to effectively double its sales.
Stressed this is a particularly difficult challenge given IECEx’s niche market, where expanding the customer base is not straightforward.
Emphasised the need for the Executive to closely monitor financial performance.
Noted the importance of continuing momentum in hydrogen standards, a field strongly advanced by the late Dr Thornsten Arnhold.
Acknowledged the loss of Dr Thornsten Arnhold, committed to supporting the growth of the hydrogen economy, which he sees as critical for the future as reliance on fossil fuels declines.



Following on from Agenda Item 4.3, Chris Agius as IECEx Executive Secretary formally sought the meeting’s indulgence and awarded the Chair, Mr Paul Meanwell with the Thomas A. Edison Award, on behalf of the IE Vice President and CAB Chair Mr Steve Margis.

In presenting the Thomas Edison Award to Mr Paul Meanwell, Chris Agius reflected on Mr Meanwell’s remarkable contributions to the IEC and IECEx. Quoting the IEC Vice President’s earlier announcement, Chris described Paul as a highly respected global expert in explosion protection and a trusted leader of the IECEx.

It was noted that Mr Meanwell  began his term as Chair in 2020, just as the world was grappling with the COVID pandemic. Under his steady guidance, IECEx adapted quickly, shifting its operations and certification services to remote delivery. Far from merely weathering the crisis, Mr Meanwell led the system into a period of expansion, forging new collaborations with ISO’s Technical Committee 197 on hydrogen technologies. This partnership brought ISO standards into the IECEx portfolio and marked the first official liaison between an ISO Technical Committee and an IEC Conformity Assessment system—laying the groundwork for future cooperation on carbon footprint verification of hydrogen.

The Secretary  praised Mr Meanwell  not only for his leadership and vision but also for his tireless role as an ambassador, representing IEC and IECEx at conferences and events worldwide. His technical and business expertise have made him an invaluable contributor across the broader IEC community, including the Conformity Assessment Board and numerous working groups.

Beyond his global impact, Paul has also been deeply committed at home in South Africa, where he has chaired multiple committees, including the South African Mirror Committees for IECEx and TC31, as well as the Bureau of Standards TC65. His collaborative spirit, problem-solving approach, and dedication to excellence have earned him respect from colleagues around the world.

In closing, the Secretary  thanked Mr Meanwell  not only for his leadership as IECEx Chair but also for his many years of service to the wider IEC mission. He congratulated him warmly, affirming that the Thomas A. Edison Award is a truly fitting recognition of his outstanding achievements.

The Chair thanked Chris and the meeting for their applause.



REPORT ON IEC CAB (Conformity Assessment Board) MATTERS
✱ Review of Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) Decisions from CAB Meetings since the 2024 ExMC Meeting	

Documents for noting:
· CAB/2561/DL - Decision list of CAB meeting #56 
· CAB/2622/DL - Decision List of CAB Meeting #57

[bookmark: _Hlk181086058]While the Chair noted that this item was covered by the meeting’s agreement to the consent agenda, he welcomed a video address prepared by the CAB Chair, Mr Steve Margis, which was played to the meeting.

The meeting appreciated the video address, noting that a copy of this will be available on the meeting website in the presentations folder.


Specific CAB Matters for noting by ExMC

Noting of Specific Decisions, relating to IECEx from CAB 2024 Meeting #56 (CAB/2561/DL)
Specific Decisions for noting:
· CAB Decision 56/22 — Proposal for new Clause 16 (Confidentiality) to IEC CA 01
· CAB Decision 56/13 – IECEx report

The Chair informed the meeting of specific CAB Decision, 56/22 noting the new confidentiality clause: that persons appointed to fulfill the role to serve the needs of an IEC CA system shall, 

A, act in good faith, carefully, and in the best interests of the CA system when fulfilling such roles, and 

B, respect the confidential nature of CA system matters for items so marked, and members and applicants' information that may be referred to them. Confidentiality requirements covered those when performing the following roles: CA system peer assessors, committee chairs, vice chairs, and secretaries reporting to the MC, and conveners of other groups reporting to the MC.

Mr Duffy, in his role as CAB WG11 Convener, gave further explanation behind the new clause 16, with the Chair informing that no decision is requested of the ExMC, just to be aware of this new clause in the IEC CA 01 Basic Rules.

No decision was recorded.


Noting of Specific Decisions, relating to IECEx from CAB 2024 Meeting #57 (CAB/2622/DL)
	Specific Decisions for noting:	
· CAB Decision 57/07 — CAB WG 11
· CAB Decision 57/11 — IB Decision 2025/05
· CAB Decision 57/12 — CA participation in relevant governance bodies
· CAB Decision 57/13 — Time limit to CA System additional contributions
· CAB Decision 57/14 — CAB message to IB and BAC
· CAB Decision 57/15 — Monitor CA System membership levels

The Chair noted the above decisions and that CAB decisions 57/11-15 would be discussed in the financial section,  agenda item 18 later in the meeting.

		
5.2.1 
✱ IEC Conformity Assessment System’s Harmonised Basic Rules
Members to note that since 1 January 2018 all four IEC Conformity Assessment Systems, IECEE, IECEx, IECQ, IECRE have been operating according to the new IEC CA 01 – Harmonised Basic Rules, noting that Edition 3.0 is the current edition.  In addition to note Edition 3.0 of IECEx 01-S as the current edition of the IECEx Supplement.  

Documents for noting:
· IEC CA 01 Ed 3.0 – IEC Harmonised Basic Rules Ed 3.0
· IECEx 01–S Ed 3.0 – IECEx Supplement to IEC CA 01 Ed 3.0 


The Chair noted that this item was covered by the meeting’s agreement to the consent agenda.

Report/Update concerning Conformity Assessment Board Meeting, March 2025

To receive a report on outcomes from the March 2025 CAB meeting held in Mexico including outcomes from their “Deep Dive” concerning the future direction of IEC Conformity Assessment, covering specific topics as:
•	IEC CA Financial Business Model 2.0
•	CAB Ways of Working
•	Membership Structure Sharing Session
•	Others
Documents for noting
•	IEC CAB/001/DD – Agenda for CAB Deep Dive Session
•	IEC CAB/2579/INF – IEC Board decisions of interest to CAB
•	IEC CAB/2574/INF – IECEx+IECEE Response to LTS
•	IEC CAB/2623/INF – Methodology of CA Systems distribution


The Chair gave the following report on the CAB March 2025 Meeting in Mexico.

He advised that at the March 2025 meeting of the Conformity Assessment Board (CAB), a significant issue dominated the agenda: a financial request from the IEC Board (IB). The IB, facing long-term funding challenges, had formed a Long-Term Sustainability Task Force and commissioned Price Waterhouse Coopers to explore solutions. After extensive research and planning, the IB concluded that an additional CHF 6 million (Swiss francs) would be needed annually from the Conformity Assessment Systems starting in 2027 to contribute to the long-term sustainability of the IEC.

He noted that this request was handed to the CAB, which then embarked on a series of meetings to devise a fair distribution model. One of the key outcomes was that IECEx would be responsible for contributing 30% of the total—approximately CHF 1.79 million.  The Chair then advised that IECEx Working Group 20 took the lead in developing a financial model to meet this obligation, which would be presented later in the meeting under agenda item 18.

The Chair emphasized the importance of supporting the IEC, noting that IECEx is an integral part of the broader IEC ecosystem. He also noted that while historically, conformity assessment systems operated somewhat independently, but in recent years, efforts have been made to integrate them more fully into the IEC structure. With this integration, however, comes increased financial responsibility.

He further noted that in response to the funding request, CAB asserted that if the conformity assessment systems are to contribute more financially, they should also have greater involvement in IEC governance—such as participation in the Standards Management Board and other key committees.

The Secretary informed the meeting that the CAB held a special deep-dive session to thoroughly examine the implications of the IB’s directive. He noted that one of the CAB decisions taken during its March 2025 meeting  was to request a limit to the financial contribution to a three-year stability period. He also informed the meeting that the IECQ, one of the conformity assessment systems, discussed this at their April 2025 meeting and accepted the Board’s decision but noted that other costs—such as overheads and trademark registration etc—should be covered by this new contribution.

The meeting was further advised that the matter of current financial contributions remains an ongoing matter for discussion, with further discussions expected during the IEC Treasurers meeting later in the year. The Secretary further noted that the IB decisions made will affect all four conformity assessment systems, and each is now working to develop strategies to meet their financial obligations while seeking a stronger voice within the IEC management.

Mr Tim Duffy, IECEE Treasurer also offered additional information. as follows: 

During the recent discussions surrounding the IEC’s financial restructuring, the IECEE expressed significant concerns—concerns shared broadly across all conformity assessment systems. For the IECEE, the financial burden was particularly steep: a contribution of almost CHF 4 million out of the total CHF 6 million requested by the IEC Board. IECEx was assigned CHF 1.8 million, with the remaining amount divided between IECQ and IECRE.

At the CAB meeting in Mexico, these concerns were voiced clearly. One of the central issues was representation. Given the scale of the financial contributions—equivalent to the dues paid by six Group A national committees—CAB felt that conformity assessment systems deserved more than just symbolic representation. They called for increased participation in IEC governance bodies, reflecting their growing role and financial stake.

Although CAB requested a three-year limit on the levy, there was scepticism about whether such a cap would be possible and that it is likely that this is to be an on-going contribution.

Mr Duffy continued by advising of CAB’s concerns for IEC, overall, to adopt a more disciplined financial approach—setting clear objectives, identifying expected outcomes, and evaluating return on investment before committing funds. This mirrors the financial prudence already practiced by the conformity assessment systems, which have consistently funded their own initiatives and ensured measurable returns.

Mr Duffy also informed of CAB’s  second decision that acknowledged the potential financial strain placed on systems like IECEx and IECEE. With such large contributions required, CAB recognized the potential risks: increased fees could lead to reduced membership, fewer certificates issued, and manufacturers seeking alternative routes to market access. To mitigate this, CAB tasked the conformity assessment systems with ongoing monitoring. They are to track membership activity and certificate issuance closely, providing early warnings to CAB and the IEC if any downturns are detected.

In essence, while the conformity assessment systems are stepping up to support the IEC financially, they are also demanding accountability, representation, and vigilance to ensure their sustainability isn't compromised in the process.

The Chair thanked Mr Duffy for his input and noted that CAB had done a huge amount of work on this issue  and that the assigned contribution levels  were not negotiable.

What was negotiable was the way in which funds would be generated and that this would be presented and discussed later in the meeting.

In concluding the discussions, the meeting agreed to record the following decision.

Decision 2025/09
The meeting received a report on the outcomes of the “Deep Dive” exercise conducted during the March 2025 CAB Meeting and noted IEC CAB/001/DD, IEC/CAB/2579/INF, IEC CAB/2574/INF and IEC CAB/2623/INF


Any other CAB Matters
	To allow Members the opportunity to raise any other CAB Matters

[bookmark: _Hlk181097335]No other matters were raised.
	
5.3 
IECEx MEMBERSHIP AND GENERAL MATTERS
Current Membership (as noted in the Annual Report Card)
Members to note the current IECEx membership and to consider the comments from DK and AU.


	Document for noting and consideration:
· OD 001 – Scheme Membership: Countries, ExCBs, ExTLs and applicants – 
· ExMC/2191/CD – Comments from DK
· ExMC/2202/CD - Comments from AU

The Chair invited  Denmark to introduce their proposal, ExMC/2191/CD, with Denmark introducing  a proposal that they advised is aimed at enhancing transparency and trust in the use of Additional Testing Facility (ATF) component of the equipment certification scheme. DK emphasized the importance of clearly identifying the capabilities of ATFs, especially as these facilities play a role in mutual recognition of test results. Their concern stemmed from the increasing scrutiny by national and regional bodies, which require traceability and assurance that ATFs are qualified to perform the tasks delegated to them by ExTLs (Testing Laboratories). DK’s proposal sought to revise OD 001—the operational document listing certification bodies and test labs—to include more detailed scope information about ATFs.

The Chair then asked AU to present their  comments, ExMC/2202/CD:

AU acknowledged the intent behind DK’s proposal but suggested that implementing such detailed scope listings—down to specific tests and standards editions—would be overly burdensome. Maintaining this level of granularity on the IECEx website would require significant resources and could complicate the system unnecessarily. AU maintained that ATF scope management is controlled via the peer assessment process and should remain an internal responsibility of the ExTLs and not be externally published in such detail.

The Chair called on the Secretary for his views, with Mr Agius , speaking on behalf of the Secretariat, offered the following: He clarified that OD 001 already lists ATFs by location and affiliation, with scope references pointing to the supervising ExTL. He explained that ATFs are considered as integral departments of an ExTL—even if geographically distant—and are fully under the control and monitoring of their associated ExTLs.

Mr Agius  acknowledged the desire for more visibility but cautioned against publicly promoting ATFs as standalone entities. He proposed a practical compromise: by suggesting that if needed, that the latest IECEx peer assessment reports could be used, as they include a table listing the scope of an ATF down to the specific tests of each standard and that an extract of this table could be attached as a PDF to the OD 001 ATF listing for reference. However, he questioned the added value of anything more substantial, especially given the IT resources it would require. He further commented that any questions regarding an ATF’s performance or activities should be first directed to the responsible ExCB or ExTL, not the ATF itself.

The meeting also considered the use of a database similar to the IECEx OD 024 database which could be maintained by the ExTLs, with the Secretary cautioning that this may in fact reduce the current control over ATF scopes which is currently centrally managed via the IECEx peer assessment process.

In conclusion, the Secretariat recommended maintaining the current approach, balancing operational efficiency with accountability, while offering a pathway for deeper insight through existing documentation when necessary.

There was further discussion on the matter and the Secretary proposed that the scopes of ATFs from their latest IECEx peer assessment reports could be added as an attachment to the ATF entry in OD001. This would be the simplest and most cost-effective method of making the information available, noting that this information is already available by way of reviewing latest IECEx peer assessment reports.

This proposal was supported by the meeting with Australia, Germany, France and Denmark indicating their specific support with the meeting recording the following  decision.

Decision 2025/10
The meeting considered the comments from Denmark as circulated as ExMC/2191/CD, Australia as circulated as ExMC/2202/CD and the Secretariat then agreed to support the use of attachment of assessment report scope extract to IECEx OD 001 entries for each ATF.


Country Membership Matters including New Countries to join - Update from the Secretariat
Members to receive an update from the Secretariat on the latest countries submitting an application to join as a participating Member Country of the IECEx, along with possible new Countries interested in joining the IECEx and status of membership since the 2024 meeting. 

The Chair called on the Secretary for an update.

The Secretary noted that this was a standing agenda item to provide an opportunity for feedback about any countries considering joining the IECEx and also if there were any countries that members thought should be targeted.
 
He advised the meeting that he had recently given a master class session promoting the system in Mexico and that there has also been interest from Columbia, Vietnam and Thailand along with others.

The Chair invited comments with no items raised the Chair thanked the Secretary for the update.  No decision was recorded.


✱ Acceptance of New ExCBs / ExTLs accepted, via correspondence, since the 2024 ExMC Meeting.

Since the 2024 ExMC Meeting, various bodies have been accepted to join the IECEx Schemes using the voting via correspondence provisions of the IEC  Basic Rules, IEC CA 01.  Members are asked to endorse a report listing those bodies that have been accepted via this voting process.  


Document for endorsement:
· ExMC/2181/R – Report listing of new ExCBs/ExTLs accepted since the 2024 ExMC Meeting 

The Chair noted that this item was covered by the meeting’s agreement to the consent agenda.

	
IECEx Executive
Members to receive a report from the IECEx Chairman on the activities of the IECEx Executive in particular the review of Roles and Responsibilities assigned to the Executive.

Document for noting/discussion:
· OD 002 – Tasks and Responsibilities of the IECEx Executive

The Chair provided a concise overview of the role and responsibilities of the IECEx Executive, as outlined in operational document OD 002. He reminded attendees that the Executive is composed of the officers from all IECEx committees across its various schemes and activities, along with the Secretariat. While the Executive does not make final decisions, it plays a vital advisory and operational role between Management Committee (MC) meetings.

The Chair further noted, that according to OD 002, the Executive is empowered to make operational decisions delegated by the ExMC and serves several key functions. These include:
Monitoring promotional strategies and activities of the IECEx system and making recommendations to the MC.
Overseeing the voting process for assessment and reassessment reports of ExTLs and ExCBs, a process managed by the Secretariat.
Preparing proposals for the ExMC related to Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) matters.
Assisting in the organization of ExMC meetings.
Investigating complaints and rule violations, and supervising follow-up actions based on decisions made in response to those violations.

He further advised that since the last meeting in Brazil, the Executive has been actively engaged in several areas. These include tracking action items from the 2024 ExMC meeting, addressing financial matters (including the 2026 budget and forecast), responding to the IEC Treasurer’s meeting, and contributing to the newly formed Working Group 20 focused on finance. Notably, financial decision-making responsibilities have now transitioned from the Executive to Working Group 20, which will report directly to the ExMC, later in this meeting.

Additionally, the Executive has supported collaboration efforts between TC31 and Joint Working Group 50 in preparation for the current meeting and has continued to oversee promotional activities.

The Chair concluded by emphasizing that while the Executive plays a crucial role in guiding and supporting the system, it does not hold decision-making authority. Final decisions rest with the Management Committee.

At the conclusion of his report, the Chair invited any comments or questions.  None were raised with the meeting agreeing to record the following decision.


Decision 2025/11
The meeting accepted the report from the IECEx Chairman on the activities of the IECEx Executive in particular the review of Roles and Responsibilities assigned to the Executive as detailed in IECEx OD 002.



IECEx Operational Document OD 060 – Extraordinary Circumstances
[bookmark: _Hlk46340409]Members to note Edition 2.2 of OD 060 and to receive a verbal report from the Secretariat regarding implementation and use. Also, an opportunity to receive a report from Mr Omerovic of work underway within ISO CACSO regarding developments of new ISO/IEC 17012 (guidelines of use of remote auditing methods) and to discuss any aspects of implementation and provisions of OD 060. 

Document for noting:
· OD 060 – IECEx Guide for Business Continuity – Management of Extraordinary Circumstances or Events Affecting IECEx Certification Schemes and Activities (Ed 2.2)

The Chair invited the Secretary to speak to this item.

The Secretary reminded the meeting that IECEx OD 060 was introduced at the beginning of the COVID pandemic travel restrictions as a means of maintaining business continuity advising that it has proven to be quite useful even since the end of COVID travel restrictions, as varying world events may inhibit travel and hence the provision for remote assessments as part of IECEx operations remains available for certain situations as detailed in OD 060.  He further advised that such situations require the approval from the Secretariat for which he advised maintains an OD 060 register. 

The Secretary then noted that since the 2024 meetings, there had been 13 requests from seven different ExCBs across six countries to use utilise the OD 060 remote assessment options.

The Chair thanked the Secretary for his report and information and invited discussion from the meeting.

With no matters raised, no decision was recorded regarding IECEx OD 060 with this item treated as information.

At this point the Chair asked Mr Jasmin Omerovic to report on ISO/IEC TS 17012, given Mr Omerovic’s role on the CASCO WG responsible for this new standard.

Mr Omerovic highlighted that technical specification was published in July 2024 and has not gained much recognition or understanding—particularly within the IECEx community. He felt that the document, was often misunderstood due to its title, as a guidelines document on the use of remote auditing methods. He clarified that it is not intended to replace traditional, in-person factory audits or performance assessments, but rather to complement and enhance existing processes.

He advised that the misunderstanding seems to stem from stakeholders interpreting the document as promoting remote-only assessments, which is not its purpose. Instead, it aims to improve audit quality and efficiency by integrating remote methods where appropriate.

Mr Omerovic noted that while application bodies in Europe are increasingly aware of and involved in the document’s development, regulators and authorities continue to misinterpret its intent and benefits. To address this, Mr Omerovic  encouraged IECEx members to engage with their stakeholders, promote the document, and clarify its purpose—emphasizing that it can increase both the quality and frequency of assessments when used correctly.

The meeting discussed the report and in thanking Mr Omerovic the following decision was recorded.

Decision 2025/12
The meeting received a verbal report from Mr Omerovic on ISO/IEC TS 17012 regarding the remote assessment of bodies and agreed to task ExMC WG5 to consider this publication. Members are encouraged to publicise the existence of this publication


Any other membership or general matters 

No additional matters were raised.


IECEx ASSESSMENTS OF ExCBs AND ExTLs
✱ IECEx Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs since 2024 ExMC Meeting
	
Since the 2024 ExMC Meeting, applications from various bodies have been processed to address scope extensions according to both procedures governing declarations (refer F-011) and also site assessments, including re-assessments.

Members are asked to endorse a report listing both scope extension declarations along with assessment reports accepted by ballot voting of ExMC Members and site assessments conducted since the 2024 ExMC meeting.

Document for endorsement:
· ExMC/2182/R – Listing of ExCBs/ExTLs scope extension and assessment reports issued since the 2024 ExMC Meeting.  

The Chair noted that this item was covered by the meeting’s agreement to the consent agenda


[bookmark: _Hlk50384330]IECEx Maintenance and Consultative Group for matters relating to the IECEx Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs across all IECEx Schemes – Report from ExAG

Report from ExAG Convenor

Mr Wolf as the ExAG Convener will report on the ExAG activities.
	
		Documents for noting:
· ExMC/2165/R - Report from ExAG 

[bookmark: _Hlk180588078]The Chair invited Mr Wolf to present his report.

Mr Wolf presented his report advising on both the 27 May 2025 meeting  and the Assessor Training session held earlier this week, detailing the following items. 
revision to IECEx Assessment Report Form F-003
feedback from assessment activities
IECEx Operational Document OD 009 Section 4 step 4 
Topics from  this year’s assessor training
A proposed discussion presentation by Dr Munro for ExTAG

In conclusion, Mr Wolf advised that at this point in time there were no matters requiring a decision from the ExMC.


Decision 2025/16
The meeting accepted a report from the ExAG Convenor, Mr Wolf as circulated as ExMC/2165/R.


Other Matters related to the IECEx Peer Assessment Program
This is an opportunity for Members to raise any other matters.  Members are invited to raise any matters with the IECEx Secretariat, prior to the meeting.

No matters were raised.


IECEx CERTIFIED EQUIPMENT SCHEME, IECEx 02
✱ Listing of Current IECEx 02 Scheme ExCBs and ExTLs
	
	Document for noting:
· OD 001 – 02 Scheme Membership ExCBs, ExTLs and applicants 
		https://www.iecex.com/members-area/od001/ 


The Chair noted that this item was covered by the meeting’s agreement to the consent agenda.


ExTAG MATTERS
Report from 2025 ExTAG Meeting
Members to receive a report on the 2025 ExTAG (Ex Testing and Assessment Group) Meeting from ExTAG Chair, Dr Frank Lienesch.

Documents for Approval:
· ExMC/2168/DV– Revision of IECEx OD 010-02, Ed 4.0
· ExMC/2187/DV—Revision of IECEx OD 202, Ed 6.0  
· ExMC/2203/CD – Comments from AU re OD 010-02 

The Chair invited Dr Frank Lienesch to give his report from the September 2025 meeting that was held earlier in the week.

Dr Lienesch presented his report detailed in Document:
ExTAG Kyoto 2025 ExTAG Chair report to ExMC (available on the IECEx 2025 Meeting Website under Green Papers) noting in particular the following:

ExTAG received a verbal update from the Executive Secretary on IECEx Equipment Scheme activities since September 2024. Members noted the strong growth of the Equipment Scheme, with positive feedback on new participants joining.
Document Reviews
In accordance with  OD 099, the meeting reviewed several documents under the control of ExTAG, (IECEx OD 020, OD 210, OD 035). ExTAG  agreed these documents should remain in force but undergo editorial updates. Members also suggested refining OD 099 to clarify how editorial revisions (such as updates to references and style) can be managed without requiring full technical changes.
Technical Discussions
Ex Proficiency Testing Scheme (IECEx PTP) :
Dr Lienesch advised that the ExTAG meeting received a  detailed presentation from Dr Krause, highlighting the IECEx PTP Scheme  importance for maintaining ExTL competence. Because ExTL applicants vary in how they submit information, the ExTAG meeting agreed to propose to ExAG a revision of assessment report forms to better capture these variations.

ExCB Monitoring of ExTLs:
Dr Lienesch advised that Dr. Jim Munro presented on monitoring practices and expectations concerning the relationship between ExTLs and ExCBs, with the ExTAG Meeting agreeing to prepare a discussion paper for ExMC WG1 on the possible need to expand IECEx publications with minimum requirements for monitoring ExTL and ATF capability. Dr. Munro and Mr. Gaultier will collaborate on this paper.

Closed Session
Dr Lienesch advised of the closed session focusing  on performance feedback and cooperation between ExCBs and ExTLs.
Members stressed the importance of compliance with Section 10.1 of IECEx 02.
ExAG was asked to consider including guidance in assessment forms to ensure that contracts between ExCBs and clients reference IECEx Rules.
The ExTAG meeting requested ExMC WG1 and WG5 to examine the capability of ExCBs to provide QAR services.
WG1 was also asked to develop guidance on handling product changes — including when a letter from an ExCB might suffice instead of requiring an ExTR addendum or a new CoC issue.

Certification Rules and Document Consistency
Mr. Malohn (UL Solutions, US) proposed revisions to IECEx 02, Clause 9.6, suggesting terms like “new issue” instead of “addendum.” ExMC WG1 will consider his proposal.
Members also discussed improving consistency and transparency of certification documentation by possibly adding an Annex to IECEx OD 009.

Reports from Working Groups

WG01 (ExTRs): Report by Scott Kiddle.
· Proposed revisions of IECEx OD 010-1 (Edition 3.0) and OD 010-2 (Edition 4.0) were endorsed for progression to publication.
· Comments from AU and others will be reviewed for possible amendments.
· Rob Kohuch (QPS) was confirmed as WG1 Deputy Convener.

WG03 (Documentation and Drawings): Ongoing work reported by Mr. Kiddle.

WG06 (Testing at Other Locations): Mr. Agius gave a verbal update. Members will submit proposals for improving IECEx OD 024.

WG08 (Common Assessment of IS Equipment/Systems): Report by Mr. Malohn.

WG10 (Proficiency Testing Scheme): Dr. Krause reported on the 2025/26 cycle with programs MSTD2025 and STAS2025. Revision of IECEx OD 202 was supported for publication.

Dr Lienesch further advised that ExTAG agreed to disband all ExTAG ad hoc groups and place non-active WGs (WG04, WG12, WG14) on standby. Convenors and WG members were thanked for their contributions.

Collaboration with Technical Committees
· Martin Thedens (IEC TC31 Chair) presented on ongoing standards work.
· The meeting supported Dr. Munro’s recommendation to add IEC 60079-29-0, IEC 60079-45, and ISO/IEC 80079-38 (Ed. 2.0) to the IECEx Certification Standards once published.
· Chris Agius reported on cooperation with TC31 AG55, noting support for including a new Annex C in IECEx OD 009 once flowchart details are finalised.
· The meeting was also updated on UNECE WP6 work concerning explosion protection for hydrogen transport.

Decision Sheets
· Members reviewed the role and use of ExTAG Decision Sheets (DS).
· Two new DS had been published since 2024.
· Seven DS from 2020 are due for 5-year review; these will be circulated for comments. DS 2020/003A will also include UL in the review process, in addition to SGS.

Specific DS discussions:
· DS 2024/002 (IEC 60079-0 for non-electrical equipment): Retained in current form.
· Draft DS ExTAG/743A/CD (Overpressure test requirements): Not approved; instead IEC TC31 will be asked to issue an ISH.
· Draft DS ExTAG/745A/CD (Dust marking for EPL Da): Accepted for publication.
· Draft DS ExTAG/747/CD (Measurement of Ex-Joint): Accepted for publication following editorial review.

Future Meetings
ExTAG Members agreed to hold the next ExTAG meeting in conjunction with the ExMC meeting in China, in the week starting 14 September 2025. They also noted the US offer to host the 2027 Annual Meetings.

The IECEx Chair thanked Dr Lienesch for his report and invited any comments.  

AU gave some comments re the background of IEC 60079-29-0.

AU presented their comments that were published in ExMC/2203/CD.

There was a discussion about the approval of ExMC/2168/DV as the revised edition of OD 010-02, noting the following
· NL disagreed with the requirement for three signatures on the ExTR cover
· UK and FR were concerned about the second paragraph of clause 2.3.14.
· In noting the important changes being introduced with the draft revision to OD 010-2 (ExMC/2168/DV) the meeting agreed to move forward with publication but also  agreed that ExTAG WG1 would consider these comments for a further revision.

In conclusion the meeting recorded the following decisions..

Decision 2025/18
The meeting noted the report from Dr Frank Lienesch, ExTAG Chairman on the September 2025 ExTAG Meeting, accepted the Actions arising from the report and agreed to approve IEC 60079-29-0 for use in the IECEx System following its publication.

Decision 2025/19
The meeting considered the AU comments (as circulated as ExMC/2203/CD) on the proposed revision of IECEx OD 010-2, Ed 4.0 and noted ExTAG Action 2025/08 regarding this proposal
 
Decision 2025/20
Following ExTAG recommendation, the meeting approved the revision of IECEx OD 010-2, Ed 4.0 as circulated as ExMC/2168/DV and supported ExTAG Action 2025/08.
In favour: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, ES, GR, HR, IN, IR, IT, JP, KR, MY, NO, PL, RU, SA, SI, UAE, USA, ZA
Objections: NL, GB, FR, DK, HU, FI
Absent: IL, NZ, RO, SE, SG, TR
Abstaining: Nil

	





Revision of IECEx Operational Document OD 202

Dr Tim Krause presented the proposed changes to OD 202 found in ExMC/2187/DV that were recommended by ExTAG WG10 and ExTAG.

Dr Krause informed that the changes made were to clarify requirements for new applicants and action signals.

The Chair noted that this draft revision was also discussed during the ExTAG meeting this week which supported the changes made and invited questions or comments from the meeting.  With none the meeting endorsed the changes with the following decision.


Decision 2025/21
Following ExTAG recommendation, the meeting approved the revision of IECEx OD 202, Ed 5.0 as circulated as ExMC/2187/DV.
In favour: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IN, IR, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, PL, RU, SA, SI, UAE, USA, ZA
Objections:	Nil
Absent: IL, NZ, RO, SE, SG, TR
Abstaining: Nil


Any other ExTAG Matters
	Members are invited to raise any other matters relating to ExTAG.
 
No other matters were raised.

Report from Working Group ExMC WG2 – Development of Technical Capability Documents 
	Members to receive a report from the WG2 Convener, Ms Katy Holdredge on the work of ExMC WG2.

	Documents for Noting:
· ExMC/2200/R – ExMC WG2 Report 2025
· IECEx TCD Edition 9.2 New edition issued August 2025

The Chair invited the convenor Ms Katy Holdredge to give her report.

Ms Holdredge reported that:

Working group 2 met back in February remotely and has two recommendations for ExMC. 
The first is to approve our terms of reference. The update is only to add ODs and in addition to standards. This proposal was really to cover the inclusion of the OD290. 
The second recommendation was to note the publication of two TCDs, one was for IEC 60079-17 for addition 2.0, as well as the TCD for Edition 9.1. 

The group have invited Ajay Maira to join and are waiting for his endorsement from AU.

Another update of the TCD will be required with the imminent publication of many revisions to standards.

The name of the TCD has been simplified as it used to list all of the standards.

Edition 9.2 of the TCD was published subsequent to the February meeting.

The Chair thanked Ms Holdredge for her report and invited questions or comments from the meeting.  With none raised the meeting agreed to record the following decision.

Decision 2025/22
The meeting accepted a report from the ExMC WG2 Convenor, Ms Holdredge as circulated as ExMC/2200/R, endorsed the recommendations therein and noted the publication of IECEx TCD Edition 9.2. 



IECEx on-Line Bulletin
To receive an update from the Secretariat regarding the IECEx On-Line Bulletin, noting the IECEx OD 211 – Procedures.
Also to consider comments from Japan, JPNC/IECEx regarding additional information.

	Documents for Noting/Consideration
· IECEx OD 211 – Procedures for using the IECEx On-Line Bulletin
· ExMC/2185/CD – Comments from the US regarding updating of the Bulletin
· ExMC/2194/CD – Comments from JPNC/IECEx

The Chair invited Japan to present their comments.

The Japanese National Member Body (JP)  sought clarification on the scope of National Differences (ND) to be reported in the IECEx Online Bulletin. 

According to IECEx 02, clause 3.15, National Differences are defined as variations in requirements or test parameters between national standards and the IEC or ISO standards. However, JP noted that Note 2 to this definition creates uncertainty, as it expands the concept to include restrictive requirements in national standards that affect market access, even if they align with IECEx criteria.

This ambiguity raises the question of whether differences in certification systems should also be reported as ND. JP highlighted several aspects of the Japanese Ex-certification system that differ from IECEx practice.

To resolve this, JP proposed that OD 211 explicitly clarify the definition of ND and make clear that the Online Bulletin does not cover certification system or regulatory differences.

The Chair asked the Secretary to comment.

The Secretary suggested that the Note 2 was causing confusion and proposed that this be amended to remove the confusing text.

This was agreed by JP  and the meeting, with the  following being recorded.

Decision 2025/23
The meeting considered the comments from JP NC (regarding national differences) as circulated as ExMC/2194/CD and supported the preparation of a draft amendment of IECEx 02, Clause 3.15, Note 2 (as proposed by the Secretariat) by ExMC WG1 for ExMC consideration.


The meeting then considered the request from the US (ExMC/2185/CD) being:
the Secretariat work with member bodies who have not populated the on-line bulletin,
provide manufacturers access to the on-line bulletin, and 
provide alerts when updates are made.  

The Secretariat agreed to include a progress report in the annual report card. 

Although there was some support in the meeting about providing manufacturers with access to the bulletin, the Secretariat considered there could be possible legal implications and agreed to consult with IEC legal re this request.

The Secretariat was concerned that providing alerts would require IT investment and the value of return on that investment would be low, particularly as the information is available all the time on the website.

There was a discussion about who was responsible for the EU input into the bulletin – that being Jasmin Omerovic.

Mr Omerovic indicated the complexity of the bulletin for the EU and that further consultation with the Secretariat would be required.

At conclusion of discussions the meeting agreed to record the following decision.


Decision 2025/24
The meeting considered a proposal about the IECEx Bulletin from US NC as circulated as ExMC/2185/CD and agreed to add a contribution progress summary table in the Annual Report Card and will continue to work with Member Bodies to ensure completeness and currency of information in the Bulletin.  The meeting supported a proposal from the Secretariat to consult with IEC Legal concerning ExMC/2185/CD.
ACTION 2025/01: The Secretariat to work with Mr Omerovic regarding EU input.



IECEx Operational Document, OD 009 – Addition of Guidance on Specific  Conditions of Use 
[bookmark: _Hlk207002937]To receive a report on collaborative work between IEC TC 31 and IECEx experts via TC 31 AG55 “Specific  Conditions of Use” and to consider the concept of inclusion of a new Annex C “Guidance for the creation of Specific Conditions of Use” to IECEx Operational Document OD 009, once finalised by AG55.

Document for discussion:
· ExMC/2179/CD – Draft edition 4.6 to IECEx OD 009, with proposed new Annex C

The Secretary reminded members that this agenda item concerned ongoing discussions about the use of “specific conditions of use” in IECEx certificates and standards. 

Both IECEx and TC31 have been reviewing how these conditions are applied, with TC31 forming AG55, a joint group of experts, to address the issue. AG55 has been developing a flowchart intended to guide certification bodies in determining when specific conditions of use are necessary. 

While initially conceived as guidance, it may become a mandatory requirement.

The AG55 considered how best to publish this flowchart so that it remains accessible. Rather than creating a new operational document, which might bury the information, the Secretariat proposes to include it as an annex to IECEx OD 009. 

This OD 009 document already serves as the operational manual for certification bodies, outlining procedures for issuing Certificates of Conformity, reports, QARs, surveillance, and handling changes. OD009 also contains existing annexes providing practical guidance, making it a logical place for the new flowchart.

At this stage, the purpose of this agenda item, was only to update members on progress and seek support for the concept. Once AG55 finalises the flowchart, it will be reviewed by ExMC Working Group 1 and later brought back to members for a vote. No approval or publication was being requested at the meeting, however the meeting did indicate support for the Secretariat’s proposal; to include the final flowchart as an annex to OD 009 but feel that it probably should be Normative.

The Chair noted that TC31 would be meeting next month and AG55 would be having further discussions about the flowchart then.

The UK noted that there were some important specific conditions of use that are not currently listed in the standards.

The Chair of TC 31 asked the UK to provide those for input to further TC31 discussions.

In conclusion the following decision was recorded.

Decision 2025/25
The meeting received a report on the work of IEC TC31 AG55 and supported the inclusion of a flowchart(s) in a draft revision of IECEx OD 009, Ed 4.6 (refer ExMC/2179/CD as a concept only) by ExMC WG1 AFTER the flowchart(s) details are finalised by AG55.


	
Report from Working Group ExMC WG15 Non-electrical Standards
To receive a report from the Convener Dr Jim Munro following the WG15 August 2025 Meeting, regarding the revision of IECEx OD 280. The meeting will be asked to consider the recommendations included in the report.

Document for discussion:
· ExMC/2193/R – Report from the ExMC WG15 meeting held 19 August 2025

The Chair invited Dr Munro to present his report, with Dr Munro reporting as follows:

At the ExMC WG15  August 2025 meeting, Working Group 15 focused on two main issues: the next edition of ISO/IEC 80079-38 and the revision of OD 280, the guidance document under its responsibility.

He also advised that the group discussed the acceptance of ISO/IEC 80079-38 Edition 2, noting that while ExTAG had previously recommended acceptance upon publication. Edition 2 was developed in response to concerns that Edition 1 mixed mandatory and guidance material, making it unsuitable as a certification document. To resolve this, WG15 requested a clearer edition from TC31’s SC31D, with the convener of WG15 actively involved in its development as joint convener of the maintenance team. 

The document is currently at the CDV stage and will be reviewed at upcoming meetings in the USA, with good prospects of moving to the FDIS stage and publication before the next ExTAG meeting.

The second key item was the revision of OD 280, which introduced several significant updates:
Inclusion of references to IEC 60079-0 and relevant decision sheets.
Reference to ISO/IEC 80079-38 Edition 2.
Addition of ISO/IEC 80079-49 on flame arresters.
Removal of the earlier requirement that assessors must also be WG15 members, reflecting the broader experience now available across the scheme.

Dr Munro advised that other revisions were mainly editorial, covering adjustments to application forms and related details.

It was noted that the reference to DS 2042/002 may need to be removed from the OD in the future.



In conclusion the Chair thanked Dr Munro for his report and the work of WG15 and invited questions or comments.  With none raised, the meeting agreed to record the following decisions.

Decision 2025/26
The meeting accepted a report from ExMC WG15 Convenor, Dr Jim Munro as circulated as ExMC/2193/R and agreed to the Recommendations.

Decision 2025/27
The meeting considered the proposed revision of IECEx OD 280, Edition 2.0 as appended to ExMC/2193/R and approved it for publication (subject to editorial corrections to references)
In favour: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IN, IR, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, PL, RU, SA, SI, UAE, USA, ZA
Objections:	Nil
Absent: IL, NZ, RO, SE, SG, TR
Abstaining: Nil



Other matters relating to the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme
	To enable other matters to be raised including feedback on use of non-electrical standards.  

No matters were raised.


IECEx CONFORMITY MARK LICENSE SYSTEM, IECEx 04
Current List of IECEx Mark Licenses issuing ExCBs 
Members to note the current list of Mark License issuing ExCBs.
		
	Document for noting:
· List of accepted Conformity Mark License issuing ExCBs https://www.iecex.com/information/excbs/conformity-mark/ 

The Chair invited Mr Tim Duffy to present his report.

The meeting noted the current list of IECEx ExCB Mark License issuing bodies recording the following decision.


Decision 2025/28
The meeting noted and accepted the list of currently accepted IECEx Conformity Mark Licence issuing ExCBs @ https://www.iecex.com/information/excbs/conformity-mark/ 


Report from the IECEx Marks Committee Chair, Mr Timothy Duffy
Members to consider matters relating to activities of the ExMarkCo (IECEx Conformity Mark License Scheme Committee) with the ExMarkCo Chair to report on matters since the 2023 ExMC Meeting, mainly in the area of Trademark Registrations.  

		Document for noting/discussion:
· ExMarkCo/01S/Inf – ExMarkCo membership

Mr Tim Duffy continued with his report via a power point presentation advising:


List of IECEx Mark Licensing ExCBs
Presently two new applicant ExCBs
Number of Conformity Mark Licenses
Draft Mark licences
Recap of the Dubai 2019 ExMC Decision – single logo design
The text ‘IECEx’ is being registered as the IECEx word mark
List of Revised IECEx Publications to reflect the new approach of the IECEx Conformity Mark Scheme
Transition arrangements from the previous IECEx dual logo to the single IECEx logo  
When a licence is required/not required as per IECEx Guide 04A & 01B
Membership vacancies.
Notifications of Misuse
Progress in IECEx Trademark Protection via registration

The meeting thanked Mr Duffy for his report and invited any comments or questions.  AU raised that having discussed the situation of the IECEx Mark licensing scheme and its future and that they have brought their concerns to the attention of the Secretary and agreed that these should be considered by the ExMarkCo group prior to any discussion at the ExMC.

With no further matters raised the meeting agreed to record the following decision.


Decision 2025/29
The meeting accepted the ExMarkCo report presentation from the ExMarkCo Chair, Mr Duffy.


Current ExMarkCo Membership vacancies
In noting the remaining vacancies, Members are requested to consider nominating representatives for these positions. 

No decision recorded however members are again reminded to consider nomination of experts to these vacancies.

Decision 2025/30
The meeting noted the ExMarkCo membership as circulated as ExMarkCo/01T/INF and are reminded to consider nomination of experts to these vacancies.


Notifications of misuse of the IECEx Conformity Mark.  
 	According to the previous CAB request to maintain a standing agenda item, Members are invited to raise any matters relating to the misuse of the IECEx Conformity Mark. 

The Chair noted this as a standing agenda item and invited the meeting to raise any matters of misuse of the IECEx Mark that may need to be brought the attention of CAB.  No matters were raised.

Other Matters relating to the IECEx Conformity Mark System 
Members are invited to raise any other matters relating to the IECEx Conformity Mark System.

The Chair noted that in addition to a letter received from AU regarding the future of the scheme and this letter would be passed onto the ExMarkco committee for consideration, that the US had also raised with the Secretary a request that ExMarkco be given greater prominence on the website and the Secretariat would investigate.


CERTIFIED SERVICE FACILITIES SCHEME – IECEx 03 series
✱ Listing of ExCBs – According to IECEx 03 series, Certified Service Facility Scheme

[bookmark: _Hlk207270636]Document for noting:
· OD 001 – Scheme Membership, ExCBs, ExTLs and applicants 

The Chair noted that this item was covered by the meeting’s agreement to the consent agenda.

Report from the ExSFC Chairman  
	Members to receive a report on the 2025 meeting of the IECEx Service Facility Certification Committee (ExSFC) held earlier in the week, by the ExSFC Chair, Mr Peter Thurnherr. 

The Chair invited Mr Thurnherr as ExSFC Chair to present his report.

Mr Thurnherr advised that the committee had had a successful meeting the day prior and that this was the first meeting to be held as part of the IECEx Annual Meetings and was well attended.  He noted that the aim of meeting during the same week as ExTAG and the ExMC was to increase the number of delegates attending in person and advised that in this regard this move proved most successful and that the ExSFC meeting agreed to also hold their next annual meeting in the same manner.

Mr Thurnherr further advised that outstanding action items were reviewed.  He also advised that a proposal was developed to deal with the transition of certificates issued to IEC 60079-19 to transition to the new Edition 5.0 before 1st January 2028 and sought the endorsement from ExMC.

Mr Thurnherr concluded his report and thanked Mr Mark Amos of the Secretariat for his tremendous support of the work of ExSFC.

The Chair thanked Mr Thurnherr for his report and invited questions or comments.  With none raised the meeting agreed to record the following decision.


Decision 2025/17
The meeting accepted a verbal report from Mr Peter Thurnherr, ExSFC Chairman on the 2025 ExSFC meeting.
The meeting also endorsed the ExSFC proposal regarding the transition of all certificates to IEC 60079-19, Edition 5.0 before 1 January 2028.


IECEx CERTIFICATE OF PERSONNEL COMPETENCE SCHEME, IECEx 05
✱ Listing of ExCBs – According to IECEx 05 series, Certificate of Personal Competence Scheme

Document for noting:
· OD 001 – Scheme Membership, ExCBs, and applicants

The Chair noted that this item was covered by the meeting’s agreement to the consent agenda




Report from the ExPCC Chairman
Members to receive a report on the 2025 meeting of IECEx Personnel Competence Certification Committee (ExPCC) Chairman, Mr Marco Erdhuizen.  The meeting may also be asked to approve an amendment to IECEx 05 Edition 5.0, IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – Rules of Procedure,   which is to be considered during the ExPCC meeting, being held prior to the ExMC.

Document for Approval:
· ExMC/2166/DV– Revision of IECEx 05, Ed5.0  


The Chair invited Mr Erdhuizen to give his report.

Mr Erdhuizen stated that the ExPCC recently held its first meeting in conjunction with the annual ExTAG and ExMC sessions, a change in scheduling intended to strengthen participation. This objective was clearly met, with only three Certification Bodies unable to attend. 

The meeting took place on Monday, and while the written report will be made available, a verbal overview was provided to highlight the key outcomes.

One of the principal actions was the endorsement of document ExMC/2166/DV, a revision of IECEx-05, which is now submitted to the ExMC for acceptance under agenda item 11.2. Beyond this, the ExPCC reviewed all items of interest and allocated work to the relevant working groups. 

Mr Erdhuizen advised that these groups were tasked either with progressing outstanding matters or providing justification for closing items that are no longer relevant, whether due to timing or reduced market need.

He further advised that ExPCC  also established three new task groups. The first will explore market needs in relation to non-electrical equipment. The second will examine the implications of the restructuring of IEC 60079-14 and IEC 60079-17 on existing installations. The third will assess the impact of the forthcoming ISO/IEC 17024, expected to be published in early 2026.

In addition, discussions were held on the long-term strategy for the IECEx-05 scheme. It was agreed that open action items would be prioritised before revisiting the broader strategy, ensuring alignment with evolving market demands. The ExPCC  also undertook a review of the current strategic direction to determine whether adjustments are required to initiate and guide new projects.

In closing, he expressed his appreciation to the IECEx Secretariat, and in particular to Mark Amos, for his continued and exceptional support to the Committee’s work.

The Chair thanked Mr Erdhuizen for his report and invited questions or comments.  With none raised the meeting agreed to record the following decisions

Decision 2025/31
The meeting accepted a verbal report from the IECEx Personal Competence Certification Committee (ExPCC) Chairman, Mr Erdhuizen on the 2025 ExPCC meeting.

Decision 2025/32
Following ExPCC recommendation, the meeting approved the revision of IECEx 05, Edition 5.0 as circulated as ExMC/2166/DV.
In favour: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IN, IR, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, PL, RU, SA, SI, UAE, USA, ZA
Objections:	Nil
Absent: IL, NZ, RO, SE, SG, TR
Abstaining: Nil




Any other matters relating to the IECEx CoPC Scheme 
Members to consider any other matters relating to the IECEx CoPC Scheme

No other matters were raised.
	
IECEx SYSTEM – GENERAL MATTERS
IEC / ILAC / IAF Cooperation
	To provide an opportunity for any discussion in relation to the IEC/ILAC/IAF Cooperation, noting the issue of IEC Administrative Circular, AC/23/2020. Secretariat to report.

Document for noting:
· ExMC/1606/Inf – IEC Admin Circular AC 23/2020

The Chair called on the Secretary to speak to this item.

Chris Agius addressed the meeting  and provided a verbal  update on ongoing developments concerning cooperation between IEC, ILAC, and IAF. He explained that discussions between ILAC (International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) and IAF (International Accreditation Forum) have been underway for several years, with the aim of merging their activities.

As a result of these efforts, a new organisation, known as GLOBAC has recently been formed. He further advised that to his knowledge that  GLOBAC is expected to commence operations early next year, after which ILAC and IAF are anticipated to wind down their activities.

Mr Agius noted that while ILAC and IAF continue to deal with internal matters for the  transition, IEC has an important decision to make regarding its cooperation agreements. In the past, IEC maintained a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with ILAC and IAF, covering areas such as peer assessment and accreditation processes. That agreement has since expired. Some had suggested delaying the renewal of the MOU until GLOBAC is fully operational, thereby establishing a direct agreement with the new body. 

However, IEC has concluded that it is in the best interest of all parties to proceed now with a new MOU with ILAC and IAF. Once GLOBAC is established and functioning, IEC will revisit the arrangement and, if necessary, enter into a formal MOU with the new organisation.

In addition, Mr Agius reminded members of the IEC administrative circular that clarifies the relationship between IEC and IAF decisions. He emphasized that resolutions passed by IAF do not automatically apply within the IEC Conformity Assessment framework. This reminder was given to ensure clarity and avoid misunderstandings, particularly in light of recent communications and circulating emails on the matter.


The Chair thanked the Secretary for his report and invited any questions and comments there being none the following decision was recorded.

Decision 2025/33
The meeting noted the verbal report from the Secretariat on the matters covered by ExMC/1606/INF.


OIML / IECEx Cooperation
	In line with cooperation with OIML, the meeting is to receive a report from OIML of activities within OIML, noting plans to reactivate Joint OIML/IECEx Working Group.

Document for noting:
· ExMC/2103/Inf – Report from Mr Paul DIXON, OIML

On behalf of Mr Paul Dixon, Dr Frank Lienesch, provided an overview of developments within the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML). He began by clarifying the distinction between OIML’s role and that of IECEx. While IECEx focuses on product safety, legal metrology—overseen by OIML—concerns government-regulated measurements that directly affect taxation and trade, such as electricity meters. 

OIML provides the framework that allows governments worldwide to coordinate on these issues.

Dr Lienesch  explained that OIML began decades ago by issuing recommendations, which effectively act as international standards. Unlike IEC and ISO, however, these standards are prepared exclusively by governments, without the involvement of industry stakeholders. This has created an interesting dynamic, particularly in Europe, where the European Union usually relies on CENELEC, in cooperation with IEC and ISO, to produce harmonized standards. 

OIML currently has 131 members, comprising 64 member states and 67 corresponding members, giving it global reach. In recent years, it has also developed the OIML-CS, a certification scheme for legal metrology covering devices such as electricity meters. While this scheme follows the model of IECEx, Dr Lienesch noted that it has not achieved the same level of success or acceptance. Nevertheless, OIML continues to pursue cooperation with international organizations such as IEC, ISO, and IECEx, and also engages in capacity-building initiatives to support economies with emerging metrology systems.

Dr Lienesch  observed that while OIML and IECEx share similar goals—such as strengthening trust in certification systems—their approaches differ. He emphasized that OIML’s work in supporting developing economies is valuable and complements the global efforts of IECEx.

He noted that the next OIML meeting will take place in Paris in four weeks, where he has been invited to provide an update on IECEx activities. He welcomed questions from the committee and offered to seek further input from colleagues if more detailed information were required.

The Chair thanked Dr Lienesch for his report of OIML and expressed appreciation to Mr Dixon for providing a report ahead of the meeting and invited comments or questions.  While none were raised the meeting agreed to record the following decision.


Decision 2025/34
The meeting accepted a report from Dr Lienesch on behalf of Mr Dixon of OIML 



Any other General Matters
	Members are invited to raise any other items of a general nature that may impact on the IECEx System.

No other matters were raised.



WORKING GROUP REPORTS – NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE
An opportunity for the meeting to raise any matters relating to ExMC Working Groups, not covered in this agenda.  

		
	Title
	Convener

	ExMC WG1
	Revision of IECEx Rules
	Mr Marty Cole

	ExMC WG5
	Assessment of manufacturers quality systems
	Mr Geoff Barnier

	ExMC WG8
	Regulatory Recognition
	Dr Frank Lienesch

	ExMC WG11
	Certificates issued to distributors
	Mr Nils Bleshoy


	ExMC WG13
	Business Development
	Mr Katy Holdredge

	ExMC WG14
	Good working Practise
	On-Stand by

	ExMC WG17
	IECEx Marketing
	(Secretariat to report), to appoint a new Convener 

	ExMC WG18
	Technical Revision of OD 233
	Dr Jim Munro



	Document for Consideration
· ExMC/2183/CD – Proposal from US to reactivate ExMC WG14

The Chair gave an opportunity to for each of the convenors to provide the meeting with a brief report.

Report from Convener of ExMC WG1, Revision of IECEx Rules

Mr Cole stated that there hadn’t been a meeting in the last 12 months, but he was aware of some matters raised at this meeting and also coming from WG5 that would warrant a meeting of ExMC WG1 well before the next annual 2026 meetings.  The meeting then agreed to record the following decision.


Decision 2025/35
The meeting accepted a verbal report from ExMC WG1 Convenor, Mr Marty Cole. 

Report from Convener of ExMC WG5, Assessment of Manufacturers

Mr Geoff Barnier reported on recent and upcoming developments concerning the QAR template F001. He noted that the most recent version was released in February 2025 and is available on the IECEx website. He further advised of work that is underway on the next update, with a remote meeting planned following this current round of discussions.

The meeting noted recent feedback, particularly from the US, highlighted several points requiring attention. These include amendments to OD25 relating to management and clarification of reassessment and surveillance audits of manufacturers and the application of requirements for remote auditing in line with OD 060. Mr Barnier confirmed that the new ISO/IEC on guidelines for remote auditing, will also be discussed.

In addition, he explained that recommendations will be made to Working Group 1 for amendments to IECEx 02. These aim to avoid conflicts with OD 25 by ensuring consistent references, particularly regarding reassessment and scheduling practices.

Looking ahead, work on the QAR template will also take into account earlier ExTAG recommendations from these 2025 meetings, specifically, the next update of F001 is expected to include hyperlinks to relevant ExTAG decision sheets.

The Chair thanked Mr Barnier for his report and with no questions raised or comments the meeting agreed to record the following decision.


Decision 2025/36
The meeting accepted a verbal report from ExMC WG5 Convenor, Mr Geoff Barnier. 


Report from Convener of ExMC WG8, Regulatory Recognition

Dr Lienesch provided a verbal update on the work of Working Group 8 under the United Nations Economic Commission of Europe, UNECE. He reminded members that the UNECE safety initiative on explosion-protected equipment, launched 15 to 20 years ago and supported by the UNECE Working Part WP6, has been an important avenue for demonstrating to regulators how the IECEx system can operate effectively.

He also informed that over the past year, a new proposal has been developed: the Common Regulatory Arrangement of Products for the Transportation and Handling of Hydrogen and Hydrogen Plants. This initiative was driven by the need for clear rules governing cross-border hydrogen pipelines and facilities. Experts from around the world contributed to drafting the framework, which was recently discussed at the UNECE Working Party 6 meeting. Dr Lienesch  expressed confidence that the latest Draft version will be endorsed. He noted with thanks the contribution from the IECEx Secretary in the drafting work and that his comments were accepted by the WP6.

He highlighted that IECEx’s principles and standards have been directly reflected in this new framework, with IEC and ISO standards recommended as the foundation. Importantly, the document explicitly references the IECEx scheme as a means of demonstrating product safety in hydrogen pipeline and transport systems.

The Chair thanked Dr Lienesch for his report and with no questions raised or comments the meeting agreed to record the following decision.

Decision 2025/37
The meeting accepted a report and presentation from ExMC WG8 Convenor, Dr Frank Lienesch. 

Report from Convener of ExMC WG13, Business Development

Ms Holdredge noted that the Working Group had not met in the last 12 months.

The Chair noted that while Ms Holdredge officiates as the current convener that given her appointment as IECEx Chair, there may be a need to seek a replacement Convener to share the workload.

Decision 2025/38
The meeting accepted a report from incoming ExMC WG13 Convenor, Ms Holdredge. 


Report on ExMC WG14 -  Good Working Practice

The US presented their proposal ExMC/2183/CD regarding the reactivation of ExMC WG14 and supported the US proposal with the meeting agreeing to record the following decision.

Decision 2025/39
The meeting supported the proposal, as circulated as ExMC/2183/CD, from the US NC regarding a reactivation of ExMC WG14 (convened by Mr Malohn) tasked to review and potentially update IECEx OD 031.
ACTION 2025/02: Secretariat to issue a call for members for ExMC WG14.


Report from Convener of ExMC WG17, Marketing

Mr Agius noted the group had not met in the last 12 months and was now in need of a new Convenor, with the passing of Dr Thorsten Arnhold with Mr Agius inviting Members to submit nominations. The meeting noted that the Secretariat will follow this up with the Chair calling on Members to nominate an expert.



Decision 2025/40
The meeting accepted a report from the Secretariat on the activities of ExMC WG17 since the 2023 ExMC meeting. 

Report from Convener of ExMC WG18, Technical Revision of OD 233

Dr Munro informed that the group were awaiting on the next revision of IEC 60079-33 before revision OD 233.

Decision 2025/41
The meeting accepted a verbal report from ExMC WG18 Convener, Dr Jim Munro on the activities of ExMC WG18 since the 2023 ExMC meeting. 

Other Working Groups or Other Matters
Members are invited to raise any other items of a general nature regarding Working Group activities.

Professor Xu raised some comments about IECEx OD 203. After some discussion, the Chair called on CN to put forward their concerns in a submission to the Secretariat trusting that these will include proposals. 

No other matters were raised.	


IEC TC 31 MATTERS
Report from IEC TC 31 Chair
	Members to receive a report on IEC TC 31 activities from the TC 31 Chair, Dr Martin Thedens.

Document for noting:
· ExMC/2199/R – Report from the IEC TC 31 Chair

The Chair welcomed Dr Martin Thedens, Chair of IEC TC 31 and invited him to present his report,

Dr Thedens provided a comprehensive update on the IEC TC 31 committee’s activities since the last IECEx meeting in September 2024. He highlighted two major meeting sessions: the October 2024 plenary in Edinburgh, UK, and a face-to-face advisory group session held in April 2025 in Calgary, Canada.

He informed that one of the key developments was TC 31 being assigned a horizontal safety function by the IEC Advisory Committee on Safety, specifically to compare the first edition of IEC 60079-101 as a basic safety publication. Additionally, TC 31 initiated an effort group focused on robotics and drones, aiming to explore IECEx specific requirements for these technologies without creating new standards. A liaison with ISO TC 299 (Robotics) has also been established to support this work.

Dr Thedens noted that the proposed amendment to IEC 60079-7 was rejected at the final vote stage, requiring alternative approaches for future revisions. 

He also mentioned ongoing collaboration with IECEx on drone-related initiatives, with further details to be reported by the liaison representative.

The TC’s Chair Advisory Group (CAG) made several recommendations, including the creation of IEC 60079-29-0, a general requirements document for gas detectors, and the cancellation of IEC 62990-3, as its oxygen-related content will be integrated into the new general requirements. He further mentioned work relating to the development of a technical specification on leak detection and alarming, to be discussed at the next TC 31 plenary.

He further informed of TC 31 also facing challenges with ISO TC 67 regarding overlapping standards for flame arresters, particularly in subcommittee 31M. 

He also noted the committee support for maintaining IEC TS 60079-44 on personal competency as a technical specification, with future corrections managed by a designated project leader.

Looking ahead, he advised that TC 31 has scheduled its next plenary meetings for October 2025 in Norwood, near Boston, followed by a CAG session in March 2026 in Mannheim, Germany. Dr Thedens encouraged IECEx members to contribute to these efforts.

In terms of publications, several standards were released over the past year, including:
IEC 60079-18 (June 2025)
IEC 60079-19 (July 2025)
IEC 60079-45, first edition (August 2025), covering electrical ignition systems for internal combustion engines
New edition of IEC/IEEE 60079 trace heating standards (September 2025)

He also highlighted upcoming publications, such as:
IEC 60079-28, edition 3 on optical radiation
An amendment to IEC 60079-25, related to intrinsically safe systems and the two-wire concept from TS 60079-47

Dr Thedens concluded by welcoming continued collaboration and input from IECEx, emphasizing the importance of aligning standard development with the needs of the conformity assessment community.

The meeting discussed the adoption of IEC 60079-45 into the IECEx list of standards and supported this and also recorded the following decisions.

Decision 2025/13
The meeting accepted a report (as previously circulated as ExMC/2199/R) by IEC TC31 Chairman, Dr Martin Thedens on IEC TC 31 activities and work since the 2024 ExMC meeting.

Decision 2025/14
The meeting agreed to include IEC 60079-45 in the list of Standards approved for IECEx Certification activities and request the Secretariat to consult with the IECEx Executive regarding requirements for scope extensions. 


Report from IEC TC 31 JWG 50 standards coordination with IECEx
 	Members to receive a report and update from the TC 31 JWG 50 Convener, Dr Tim Krause. 

		Documents for noting:
· ExMC/2190/R - Report from TC31 JAG 50 and IECEx Liaison 

Dr Krause gave his report on his liaison role and the TC31 JWG 50 which has been renamed TC31 JAG50 (Joint Advisory Group).

In presenting his report, Dr Krause covered the main activities of:
Liaison with TC31 re comments on proposed decision sheets
Liaison with TC31 re decision sheets for the 5-year review
Restructuring of the JAG50 group and planned meetings.
Consideration of ExTAG Decision 2024/24.

The Chair thanked Dr Krause for his report and invited questions and comments, with the meeting agreeing to record the following decision.


Decision 2025/15
The meeting accepted a report (as circulated as ExMC/2190/R) and update from the TC 31 JAG 50 Convener, Dr Tim Krause


ISO TC 197 MATTERS
Report from ISO TC 197/SC 1 Hydrogen at scale and horizontal energy systems

	Members to receive a report and update on activities of ISO Technical Committee, TC 197 and its Subcommittee, SC1/SC1 and the collaboration with IECEx noting the formation of a formal liaison between IECEx and ISO/TC 197/SC1.

A presentation from the committee is available on the meeting website.

The Secretary Mr Chris Agius provided an update on ISO Technical Committee 197 (TC197), which is responsible for standards related to hydrogen technologies. 

He advised that IOSO TC 197 was established in 1990 and recently established Subcommittee SC1 both of whom will next meet in  December 2025 in Los Angeles, advising that our IECEx Vice Chair Ms Holdredge is planning to attend.

Mr Agius further advised that the committee’s scope covers standardization in hydrogen production, storage, transport, measurement, and use. A relatively new subcommittee, Sc 1: Hydrogen at Scale and Horizontal Energy Systems, held its first meeting in Sydney in 2022/23 and focuses on large-scale hydrogen applications, including testing, certification, sustainability, and coordination with other stakeholders. 

Mr Agius further advised that early engagement by IECEx and its executives has fostered cooperation with this ISO subcommittee, reflecting the alignment of IECEx safety and certification approaches with hydrogen standardization efforts.

Mr Agius highlighted the development of standards addressing guidelines for determining carbon footprint of Hydrogen production and transport to consumption gate, which also paves the way for cooperation with other IEC Conformity Assessment Services. 

He further noted that ISO TC 19870 was Published in late 2023, which provides methodologies for calculating greenhouse gas emissions without defining jurisdiction-specific requirements or policy decisions. He further commented that ISO TC197 emphasizes the use of terms like “low carbon” or “low emission” hydrogen instead of color-coded designations (e.g., green, blue, grey) to avoid confusion—a practice adopted within IECEx WG19 in collaboration with ISO TC197.

The report also noted the international context of hydrogen standardization, where TC197 and Subcommittee 1 stress the importance of coordinated, global approaches to safety and performance. 

Mr Agius was pleased to note the view from ISO TC 197 SC1 that IECEx conformity assessment schemes are recognized as particularly well-suited for hydrogen technologies and are being promoted within ISO TC197 materials.

Mr Agius  also touched on the broader IEC conformity assessment landscape, including IECQ’s expansion into environmental services such as eco-design and carbon footprint verification, with recent certificates issued to companies like ASUS and ACER  Computers. This demonstrates growing integration of sustainability and environmental assessment into IEC led conformity assessment services.


	Hydrogen Council

The Secretariat  also took the opportunity inform of a report from the Hydrogen Council which has been posted on the meeting website. 

Mr Agius provided an overview of the Hydrogen Council’s recent webinar, which launched the Global Hydrogen Compass 2025, an annual report produced by McKinsey & Company. The publication, aimed at tracking the global state of hydrogen development, includes a CEO overview, case studies, and analysis of investment trends. It highlights that 75% of CEOs report stable or increased investment appetite, with 83% expecting growth to continue.

Mr Agius noted that the report notes that committed investments in clean hydrogen now exceed US$110 billion across 510 projects, despite at least 50 project cancellations in the past 18 months, mostly at early stages. Only 1 million tonnes per annum of committed clean hydrogen capacity is currently operational, though projections support growth up to 14 million tonnes per annum.

He also noted that the report suggests that regionally, China leads such development efforts with $33 billion in committed investment, followed by North America and the European Union. While some Australian projects have been cancelled, early-stage interest remains. The report also provides lessons learned and resources, including a dedicated micro-website, to support the development and application of hydrogen technologies globally.

More information is available at www.hydrogencouncil.com , offering detailed insights into trends, investments, and strategic directions in the hydrogen sector and access the full publication.

The Chair thanked Mr Agius for this reporting and highlighted the importance for IECEx in this area and the need to maintain close cooperation with international partners and following some general discussion the meeting agreed to record the following decision.

Decision 2025/43
The Meeting accepted a report and update on the activities of ISO TC 197, its SC1 and of the Hydrogen Council.




IECEx application to the Hydrogen economy – Report from WG19

	Members to receive a report from the Secretariat on the activities of ExMC Working Group WG 19, Application of IECEx to the Hydrogen Economy.  Members will also be requested to approve the recommendations contained within the report including the Revision to IECEx Operational Document, OD 290, to facilitate the introduction of the new ISO Standard ISO 19880-2 for Hydrogen fuel dispensers 

	Documents for Consideration/Approval:
· ExMC/2173/R – Report from WG19 Convener (to be issued)
· ExMC/2174/DV-  Draft revision to IECEx OD 290 future Edition 3.0 IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme - Harmonized procedures for IECEx certification of equipment, components and systems associated with the production, dispensing and use of gaseous hydrogen


Mr Agius provided an update on the activities of Working Group 19, noting first the passing of the Convener Dr Thorsten Arnhold, who had played a pivotal role in driving the group’s work. In his absence, Mr Agius has stepped in as interim convener, expressing appreciation for the cooperation and support of the working group members.

He advised that the recent  meeting held on 24 June 2025 focused primarily on the publication of the new ISO 19880-2 standard and its implications for the future revision of OD 290, particularly Annex A. 

He further advised that considerable work had been undertaken behind the scenes with the support of ExTAG Working Group 1, which developed the ExTR blank for ISO 19880-2, and ExMC Working Group 2, which updated the Technical Capability Document  (TCD) to align with ISO 19880-2.

Mr Agius further highlighted the significant contributions of Mr Francesco Esposito, who performed a detailed technical comparison between the new ISO 19880-2 and OD 290 Annex A, confirming that the technical elements remain aligned. He also acknowledged with thanks Mr Ajay Maira for his valued assistance in this regard and other contributors from WG19 for their efforts.

The meeting noted that the main outcome of the June 2025 WG19 meeting was the preparation of the third edition of OD 290, which reflects the publication of ISO 19880-2.  Mr Agius then outlined key proposed changes which include the removal of Annex A, with direct references to ISO 19880-2 incorporated throughout the document. The revision also addresses the transition for ongoing projects, specifying that new IECEx Certificates of Conformity covering Hydrogen Dispensers will be issued under edition 3 of OD 290 from the date of its publication, while projects already underway may continue to use edition 2 of OD 290 for up to one year after publication of Edition 3.0. No previously issued certificates are required to be re-issued under the Edition 3.0 of OD 290.

Mr Agius also conveyed his personal appreciation to Edgar Wolff-Klammer from the US for all his contributions to the working group, noting his recent retirement.

The Chair thanked Mr Agius and WG19 for their efforts invited questions or comments with the meeting agreeing to record the following decisions.


Decision 2025/44 
The meeting accepted a report (as circulated as ExMC/2173/R) from the Secretariat on behalf of ExMC WG19 Convener on the activities of ExMC WG19.

Decision 2025/ 45
The meeting approved the revision of IECEx OD 290, Edition 3.0 as circulated as ExMC/2174/DV.
In favour: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IN, IR, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, PL, RU, UAE, USA, ZA
Objections: Nil
Absent: IL, NZ, RO, SE, SG, TR, GR, SA
Abstaining: Nil


IEC TC 105 Matters
Report from TC 105 
Members to receive a report on IEC TC 105 activities.

The Chair noted with thanks a report received from the IEC TC 105 Secretary and that this has now been circulated as ExMC/2209/R.

The IECEx Secretary presented the IEC TC 105 report and gave a brief summary of the report, noting the three main items it addressed being:

Current Standards that TC 105 may see as valuable/useful for inclusion in IECEx Certification
Current Work activities of TC 105
Matters that TC105 would like to bring to the attention of IECEx – there appears to be some interest in the IECEx CoPC scheme in this area.

The meeting noted the report and indicated its full support for the ongoing cooperation with IEC TC 105 recording the following  decision.

Decision 2025/42
The Meeting accepted a report and update from the Secretariat on the activities of IEC TC 105.
ACTION 2025/03: ExMC WG19 to review the content of the ISO TC 105 report for opportunities for IECEx System development.

REGIONAL REPORTS 
Reports
	Members to note the Regional Reports concerning activities in the Ex-field that may impact on IECEx including:
· GB regarding Brexit
· EU ExNB Group for ATEX
· Brazil
· US
· Canada
· CN
· KR
· JP 
· UK 
· Customs Union EURASIA 
· Others

To aid in meeting efficiency, Members are invited to submit information to the Secretariat ahead of the meeting by 1st August 2025.


Documents for Consideration:
· ExMC/2184/CD – Proposal from US to amend IECEx 01-S regarding Regional Reports
· ExMC/2192/INF – Report from Brazil 2025
· ExMC/2197/INF - Report from USNC/IECEx 2025
· ExMC/2204/INF - Report from GB

The Chair introduced this item advising the value of receiving such reports with the meeting noting the following.

The UK report was presented by Mr. Colin Cameron, who noted that, as requested by the US in prior meetings, regional reports are now being submitted in a written format, following a consistent structure that has been adopted from previous examples.

He informed that in terms of the regulatory environment, the UK operates the UKCA marking for explosion-protected equipment, which effectively mirrors the European ATEX framework with updated names and markings. This system is fully operational and legally valid. At the same time, the UK continues to accept European CE marking, giving manufacturers two pathways to place products on the UK market.

Mr Cameron explained that this dual system creates a unique situation: manufacturers aiming to sell in both the UK and Europe have little incentive to pursue UKCA marking when CE marking suffices for both markets. While UK-approved bodies still exist to issue UK Ex certificates, demand is declining. There is a possibility that, over time, some UK-approved bodies may choose not to maintain accreditation, which could eventually leave CE marking as the primary route for market access. The situation will continue to be monitored closely to track any developments in the availability of UK Ex certification.

The meeting noted this UK report and recorded the following decision.


Decision 2025/46
The meeting accepted a regional report from GB NC (as circulated as ExMC/2204/INF).


ATEX ExNB Body Group Report

Mr Jasmin Omerovic gave an update on the ATEX Notified Bodies Group. This is available as a green paper on the meeting website. The update focused on the current regulatory and standardization landscape for explosion-protected equipment. At present, there are no changes to the legal framework, and the existing European Directive 2014/34/EU (ATEX) continues to apply.

Key reference materials, including guideline documents and publicly available clarification sheets from notified bodies, remain important resources for stakeholders.

He noted ongoing challenges in the standardization and legal linkage of European Ex-related standards, with multiple committees working to ensure that IEC based standards remain applicable and effective. The mutual recognition mechanism of the IECEx system continues to provide valuable support for manufacturers operating internationally.

He also drew attention to a recent European Commission initiative, the Omnibus IV Simplification Package, which includes a focus on digitalization. This proposal, which is open for stakeholder input, seeks to modernize documentation practices—including instructions and declarations of conformity—across multiple European directives, creating a more horizontal and harmonized approach.

Finally, the report highlighted a regulatory concern regarding non-notified or non-ATEX-certified bodies issuing conformity documents for products that fall under the ATEX directive. Such practices, particularly for critical equipment like Zone 0 devices, are viewed by the European Commission and market surveillance authorities as serious breaches of the rules. 

Stakeholders were reminded of the importance of ensuring that ATEX-directed equipment is certified only by authorized notified bodies.
Overall, the update emphasized the stability of the current legal framework, the ongoing standardization efforts, the emerging focus on digitalization, and the critical importance of compliance with ATEX certification requirements.

The meeting noted this ATEX ExNB report and recorded the following decision.


Decision 2025/47
The meeting accepted a regional report (that will be available as a Green Paper) from Mr Omerovic on the activities of the ExNBG 


BR Report:

Brazil presented their report as follows: (This is available on the meeting website: The report provided an update on the new metro regulation, Portaria 115, along with recent developments in standards and certification activity. Portaria 115 has recently undergone public consultation, and final comments are awaited. Three main issues were highlighted during this process:
QARs – it is now clarified that Quality Assessment Reports cannot replace the mandatory metro audit.
Acceptance of past reports – while the regulation initially restricted the acceptance of reports older than two years, a revision will allow older reports provided the testing aligns with the IEC 60079 series.
Marking durability – a new requirement has been introduced, setting a five-year durability limit for product markings.

On standards, the Brazilian adoption of IEC 60079-0 has been updated to include an informative annex on digital marking, based on IEC 63365. This permits the use of RFIDs or QR codes as a complement to traditional Ex marking requirements.

The report also included certification statistics, noting certificates issued both to Brazilian manufacturers and by Brazilian ExCBs, with schemes 3 and 5 representing the majority of local activity. Finally, it was announced that a new ExTL is in the applicant status.

The meeting noted this BR report and recorded the following decision.

Decision 2025/48
The meeting accepted a regional report from the BR NC (that will be available as a Green Paper).

US Report and Proposal

The meeting considered and agreed with US proposal for amendment to IECEx 01-S and the regional report template and recorded the following decision.


Decision 2025/49
The meeting supported the proposals from US NC as circulated as ExMC/2184/CD regarding an amendment to IECEx 01-S and the future use of a regional report template (to be provided by US NC)

The US then presented  their report that contained the following main points
Details of work programs with the Canadian Hazardous Location committee.
Work on US national differences.
Areas where they were promoting the IECEx
Their support of ExMC working group 14
Request for more information from the IEC on their expenditure.

The meeting noted the US report and recorded the following decision.


Decision 2025/50
The meeting accepted a regional report from the US NC as circulated as ExMC/2197/INF


REPORT FROM ExMC WG 20 FINANCIAL OUTLOOK
Report from IECEx WG20 Finance Meeting and Discussion on IEC Board Decision concerning Long Term Sustainability (LTS)
ExMC WG20 held 2 meeting 28th April and 27th May 2025 to consider IECEx implementation of the IEC Board Decision surrounding Long Term Financial Stability and the resultant IEC Conformity Assessment Board Decision concerning the financial contributions from the IEC Conformity Assessment                                Systems.

The meeting will be asked to support the proposals from the ExMC WG 20, which includes the proposed changes to IECEx OD 019 – IECEx System Fees

Documents for Consideration/Noting/Approval:
· ExMC/2180/R - Report from ExMC WG20 
· IB/419/DL – List of decisions from the February 2025 IEC Board Meeting.
· IB/407/R, PPT – Explanation of IB decision on Long term sustainability
· CAB/2582/R – CAB discussion on LTS initial proposal
· ExMC/2175/DV – Revision to IECEx OD 019 IECEx System Fees 

The Chair introduced this item noting that the primary objective for  the Finance Group, WG20  was how to respond to the IEC Conformity Assessment Board Decision concerning the IECEx share of the contribution to IEC as set by the IEC Board Decision as detailed in IB/419/DL. The Chair noted the two meetings of WG20 held 28 April 2025 and then again 27 May 2025 and commended the WG20 Convener and IECEx Treasurer, Prof XU and the WG20 members for their sterling efforts.

Before calling on the WG20 Conver to present his report, the Chair reminded the meeting that we are to note that an IEC Board decision was taken for IEC Conformity Assessment Systems to collectively contribute CHF6M above the 2024 values from 2027 and informed the meeting that a great deal of discussion regarding the share breakup among the four CA Systems was undertaken during the March 2025 CAB meeting and called on members to consider the WG20 proposal of how IECEx may be able to respond.  

The WG20 Convener and Treasurer, Prof Xu then presented the details of his report  advising that the report reflected the work of the working group following its 2 recent meetings in April and May of 2025. From those meetings the following four recommendations were proposed for ExMC approval:

Recommendation 1: The WG recommend that this WG20 expands its Terms of Reference to includes “assistance in the preparation of annual budgets” and not the IECEx Executive, noting that the Executive have representation on WG20

Recommendation 2: That in responding to the four CAB decisions, namely decisions 57/11, 57/12, 57/13, 57/14, 57/15 from CAB document CAB/2622/DL the WG20 requests ExMC support the adjustments to the IECEx Fees as reflected in the Report of WG20 meetings (ExMC/2180/R). 

Recommendation 3: In line with Recommendation 2, that ExMC supports the revision to IECEx Operational Document OD 019, IECEx Schedule of Fees, document ExMC/2175/DV.

Recommendation 4: That ExMC supports the recommendation of WG20 that the IECEx contribution towards the IEC Long Term Sustainability, as reflected in CAB Decision 57/11, shall result in removal of the current levy “Contribution to Overheads” as covered in the 2024 Accounts (ExMC/2155/DV)


The Chair asked for the proposed fees to be displayed so the meeting could consider them. He then asked Mr Agius to detail them.

Mr Agius then outlined the background, considerations, and recommendations of Working Group 20 regarding the proposed changes  in fees and charges.

He began by noting that:
The Treasurer and Secretary conducted an analysis of past growth rates and financial performance across the IECEx schemes and their deliverables, going back to 2010.
That considerable discussion and analysis took place across the two Working Group 20 meetings.
The proposals reflect the requirement from the Board that the IECEx move from a cost-recovery model to a cost-recovery plus contribution model.

He then outlined the proposed changes presented in the draft revision to OD 019
Membership Fees
Current situation:
· Member body component: 3,000 CHF
· Plus, one ExCB and one ExTL component (even if a country has none)
· Total: 5,250 CHF

Proposed changes to annual fees:
· Remove the requirement for every country to pay for at least one CB and TL.
· Introduce a flat member body fee of 3,000 CHF only.
· Countries without a CB or TL will see their fees reduced from 5,250 CHF to 3,000 CHF.
· Certification bodies (ExCB) and test labs (ExTL) to each pay a flat fee of CHF 2,000  (replacing the tiered CHF1,250 and CHF 1,000 levels)

· Mr Agius then outlined the WG20 proposed changes detailed in ExMC/2175/DV concerning Certificate fees and fees on Reports (ExTRs/FARs etc)

Mr Agius then reported on the WG20 Rationale for Changes, advising that:
Historically, the IECEx system operated solely on a cost-recovery basis, with the decision by the IEC Board has directed a shift to cost-recovery plus contribution to the operation of the broader IEC in support of the long-term sustainability of the IEC.
That while the impact to IECEx represents CHF 1.79M, all IEC CA Systems shared in the impact with the IECEE contributing an additional CHF 3.994M as the other larger CA System
This move  requires new charges for previously unbilled items such as certain reports.
He also noted that IECEx Scheme fees have NOT increased in last 24 years.

Mr Agius then demonstrated the Financial Impact regarding annual dues per country. 

The Chair thanked both Prof XU and Mr Agius for their detailed explanations and invited members to comment:

The US raised the following comments:	
Concern that the return on investment for some IEC projects showed little  transparency and that this should be improved going forward.
That the existing contribution to overheads should be removed and replaced by the additional funds raised
Costs for trademark registration should come out of the additional funds raised.
That given the amount of additional funds, the IECEx along with other CA  systems should be given additional representation in corporate governance of the IEC.
The IEC Management Boards should be more transparent in how costs are to be managed.

The Chair noted that all these items had already been raised during the March 2025 CAB meetings.

GB supported the WG20 recommendations and the US comments and would like a clear indication of the start date for the changes, with the meeting agreeing on the start date of 1 January 2027 for the new fees but also the need to communicate these to the membership to allow sufficient time for implementation.

FR also supported comments from GB and the US.

Canada also supported these comments.

The Chair also noted that the effect of the changes would be monitored very closely, and adjustments may need to be made.

The Secretary reminded the meeting that the IECEx had not increased fees in more than 24 years as a result of the cost recovery model adopted and the sustained annual growth to deal with any cost increases.

AU commented that the development and growth of the IECEx, actually gave direct support to the development and sale of IEC TC 31 Standards, with the Secretary advising that this aspect has been raised with IEC management boards a number of times, who are aware. 

AU advised that it could not support Recommendation 2 or 3 and requested representation on WG 20 to enable consideration of alternative proposals.

CN supported the AU comments and also requested representation on WG 20..

The Cchair noted the comments from AU and CN, and  following further discussion, the meeting arrived at the following decisions.


Decision 2025/53
The meeting accepted a report on the April 2025 and May 2025 meetings of ExMC WG20 (as circulated as ExMC/2180/R), noted associated IEC Board and IEC CAB documents and voted as shown below on supporting Recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4 contained in ExMC/2180/R (as amended during this ExMC meeting regarding reference to IECEx concerns re ExMC Decision 2024/17, removal of IECEx trademark registration fees and overheads and request on representation on governing Boards).
In favour:  BR, CA, CH, CZ, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IN, IR, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, PL, RU, SI, UAE, USA, ZA
Objections: AU (to Recommendations 2 and 3) and CN (to Recommendation 3 only)
Absent: IL, NZ, RO, SE, SG, TR, GR, SA
Abstaining: Nil


Decision 2025/54
The meeting approved the revision of IECEx OD 019, Edition 8.0 as circulated as ExMC/2175/DV with an agreed application date of 1st January 2027.
In favour: BR, CA, CH, CZ, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IN, IR, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, PL, RU, SI, UAE, USA, ZA
Objections: AU, CN
Absent: IL, NZ, RO, SE, SG, TR, GR, SA
Abstaining: Nil

FINANCE 
Accounts and Budgets	
Approval of the 2024 Audited Accounts
Members will receive a report from the IECEx Treasurer and be requested to approve the audited 2024 Accounts for submission to CAB.

Document for Consideration/Approval:
· ExMC/2155/DV – 2024 Audited accounts
· GA/270/DV – IEC Statutory Financial Statements – For Information
· GA/271/INF – IEC Performance Report – For Information


The Chair invited Professor Xu to present the IECEx financial report. The presentation is available on the meeting website.
 
Professor Xu presented the 2024 IECEx financial results  alongside a three-year outlook to 2029. Key points from the financial performance were noted as  follows:

Overall Results
2024 results were strong and well controlled against the approved budget.
Net income: CHF 2,037,035, in line with budget.
Expenses: 4.7% below budget (excluding assessment fees).
Final operational results: CHF 216,564 (81.5% above budget,  CHF 119,000.)
Positive surplus: CHF 121,000, allocated to IEC General Reserves.
Year-end reserves: CHF 2,754,568, comprising:
· CHF 2,454,568 in capital funds.
· CHF 300,000 designated for innovation promotion.

Comparison with 2023 Actuals
Income: +14.5% above 2023 actuals.
Costs: +12.3% compared to 2023 (excluding assessment fees).
Operational results: +37% above 2023.
Surplus:  81.5% above 2023.


2024 Income Breakdown
Certification fees: CHF 1.54 million total.
· Overall: +2% above budget, +14.7% above 2023.
· Equipment certification: 25.8% below budget, but +8.6% vs. 2023.
· Personal competency certification: +30% vs. 2023, continuing strong growth.
· Service certification: +14.8% vs. 2023.
This represents the highest annual increase in certification fees in the past 10 years.
Asset income (e.g., membership fees) was stable and close to budget.

2024 Expenses Breakdown
Costs remained 4.7% below budget, with careful control across expenditure items.
Increase of 12.3% compared to 2023 was mainly due to:
· 2% rise in IEC overhead contributions.
· Increased number of IECEx peer assessments in 2024 vs 2023 due to assessment cycle
· Investments in the website upgrade (now fully functional).
· Special event costs, largely offset by income from those events.

The Chair thanked the Treasurer for his extensive presentation of the 2024 results and invited comments with the meeting supporting the results and agreeing to record the following decision.
Decision 2025/51
The meeting accepted a report from the IECEx Treasurer on the audited 2024 results (as circulated as ExMC/2155/DV) and approved these for submission to the IEC CAB.
In favour: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IN, IR, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, PL, RU, SI, UAE, USA, ZA
Objections: Nil
Absent: IL, NZ, RO, SE, SG, TR, GR, SA
Abstaining: Nil

✱ Approved 2026 Budget 
	Members to note the previously approved 2026 IECEx Budget, approved by both ExMC and CAB, earlier in 2025.  This budget was approved by ExMC during March 2025.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Document for noting:  	
· 	ExMC/2146/DV- IECEx Budget for 2026, as previously approved by ExMC 

Budget Highlights for 2026 Prof Xu reminded the meeting that Budget 2026 had been approved by ExMC and reviewed by CAB as CAB/2146/DV  and noted the following:

The INCOME budgeted with 8.1% increase relative to 2025 budget, mainly from various certification fees and possible membership dues.
The EXPENSES budgeted with 4.6% increase, due to IEC overhead costs (2%) and meeting/travel cost increase for business operation
The OPERATIONAL RESULT budgeted at CHF206K, which still remains positive finance performance
The provision of CHF 123,731 for an allocation to the IECEx Free Capital (General Reserves) for the year 


The Chair noted that this item was covered by the meeting’s agreement to the consent agenda and referred to Decision 2025/02.


IECEx 2027 Financial Outlook 

In line with the new Swiss GAAP accounting principles, ExMC WG20 have prepared a Budget Outlook to 2029. This document has been prepared taking into account the 2024 audited accounts and 2025 and 2026 Approved Budgets and is provided for ExMC consideration and guidance when preparing the formal budget for 2027.

A final draft budget for 2027 will be prepared following the end of year results for 2025, taking into account ExMC Members decisions during the 2025 ExMC meeting and issued for ExMC approval early in 2026.

Document for consideration:  	
· ExMC/2176/CD – Financial Outlook Guide to 2029 


The IECEx Treasurer, Prof Xu then proceeded to present the 2027-2029 IECEx Financial Outlook, with the following key principles and remarks

A 3-year outlook is now required as per IEC Business Advisory Committee, BAC’s requirements.
The 3-year Outlook to 2029 was drafted according to the Swiss GAAP, following the development of the 2025 & 2026 Draft Budget and according to the 2024 actual results.
Adherence to the principle of seeking progress while maintaining stability
Maintain a dedicated Technical Secretariat to serve IECEx daily operation
Noting that the draft outlook contains an element name ‘Additional Income Re Decisions CAB 57/11 + IB2025 with an expectation of an additional revenue of CHF 1.79M as discussed in Agenda Item 18.

Other remarks made by the Treasurer were:
After approval of the 2-year outlook to 2027 it will be used as guidance for preparing the 2027 budget.
Further review of actual operating results will be considered in preparing the 2027 draft budget.
A final draft budget will be issued for ExMC acceptance in early 2026.

The Chair thanked the Treasurer and asked if there were any comments. There being none, the meeting agreed to record the following decision. 

Decision 2025/52
The meeting approved a financial outlook to 2029 prepared by ExMC WG20 (as circulated as ExMC/2176/CD) for use as guidance when preparing the draft formal budget for 2027.

OTHER BUSINESS

No other matters were raised 

REPORT TO CAB
	To provide for any further discussion regarding items to be reported to the IEC CAB.
	

No additional items were added.



	
NEXT MEETING

The meeting to receive a report from the IECEx Secretariat on the schedule for the 2026 IECEx Annual meeting and future IECEx annual meetings, taking into account requests from ExSFC and ExPCC.  This is also an opportunity for IECEx Members to consider and propose future meeting locations.
2026: China (14 – 18 September 2026)
2027: Proposal from US
2028: Proposal from ZA to be confirmed

In thanking Japan for the very excellent meeting facilities for this year’s annual meetings, The Chair also expressed the appreciation to the sponsors for their support of this year’s 2025 series of meetings. 

The Chair then noted the proposed meeting locations for future annual IECEx meetings and invited China to address the meeting.

CN played a video invitation to welcome delegates to 2026 in Beijing with the dates of 14 – 18 September 2026.

The meeting also accepted with appreciation the invitation from the US to host the 2027 annual meetings.

The meeting also noted an initial invitation from ZA to host the 2028 annual meetings.

The meeting then agreed to record the following decision.

Decision 2025/55
The meeting noted that the future meeting schedule of: 
2026: China
2027: Proposal from US
2028: Proposal from South Africa (to be confirmed)
and appreciated the presentation by China regarding details of the 2026 IECEx Meetings and accepted the invitation from USA for the 2027 meetings.  


CLOSE OF MEETING

The Chair thanked Delegates both for their attendance and contributions commenting on a most successful series of meetings this and complimented the management and staff of TIIS along with the Japan National Member Body for their excellent preparatory work that ensured a very smooth and productive series of meetings but also their generous hospitality which made these 2025 meetings most enjoyable.  He then declared the meeting closed at 12:00 pm on day 2, wishing everyone safe travels home.


Annex A
Consent Agenda Items


A1 Introduction

The use of a Consent Agenda provides for the dealing with the ExMC Agenda in a more efficient manner by identifying matters of a routine nature or where matters have been dealt with, during the year via correspondence.

Agenda items identified with ✱ are proposed to be approved via a single decision under Agenda Item 2.2.

Should any national committee wish to relocate any item(s) from the consent agenda back to the main agenda for discussion during the meeting, please inform the secretariat either prior to the meeting to aid in the meeting planning or when dealing with Agenda item 2.2. 

The Table under A2 is a list of those Agenda items that are considered by the IECEx Chair and Executive Secretary as being appropriate to be considered as Consent Agenda Items.

The process during the ExMC meeting is to record a single decision that agrees with the recommendations made or items for noting listed in A2 below.

Therefore, the ExMC 2024 meeting will be asked to:

1. Accept the items listed in A2 as forming the 2025 Meeting ExMC Consent Agenda 
and
2. Accept the recommendations and items for noting contained within those Consent Agenda items.   


A2 Consent Agenda

	2025 ExMC Meeting Consent Agenda

	Agenda
	Title
	Documents

	3
	MINUTES OF THE LAST ExMC MEETING
	

	3.1
	To note the Confirmed Minutes of the 2024 ExMC Edinburgh meeting
	ExMC/2122A/RM

	5
	REPORT ON IEC CAB Matters
	

	
	
	

	5.1
	Review of Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) Decisions from CAB Meetings since the 2024 ExMC Meeting
	CAB/2561/DL
CAB/2622/DL

	5.3
	IEC Conformity Assessment System’s Harmonised Basic Rules
	IEC CA 01 Ed 4.0
IECEx 01-S Ed 3.2

	
	
	

	6
	IECEx MEMBERSHIP
	

	6.3
	New ExCBs and ExTLs accepted, via correspondence, since the 2024 ExMC Meeting
	ExMC/2181/R

	
	
	

	7
	IECEx ASSESSMENTS OF ExCBs AND ExTLs
	

	7.1
	IECEx Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs since 2024 ExMC meeting

	ExMC/2182/R

	8
	IECEx CERTIFIED EQUIPMENT SCHEME, IECEx 02
	

	8.1
	Listing of Current IECEx 02 Scheme ExCBs and ExTLs
	https://www.iecex.com/members-area/od001/ 

	10
	IECEx CERTIFIED SERVICE FACILITY SCHEME, IECEx 03
	

	10.1
	Listing of ExCBs – According to IECEx 03 series, Certified Service Facility Scheme
	https://www.iecex.com/certified-service-facility-scheme/contact-a-certification-body/ 


	11
	IECEx CERTIFICATE OF PERSONNEL COMPETENCE SCHEME, IECEx 05
	

	11.1
	Listing of ExCBs – According to IECEx 05 series, Certificate of Personal Competence Scheme
	https://www.iecex.com/certification-of-personnel-competencies-scheme/contact-a-certification-body/ 


	19
	FINANCE
	

	19.1.2
	Approved 2026 Budget

	ExMC/2146/DV 
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ANNEX B
Action Items from the 27th Meeting of the IECEx ExMC 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk210041892]
	Item
	Agenda Item
	Actions Arising from the Meeting
	By Whom
	When

	1
	4.1
	Secretariat to address increased number of articles for Hazardex
	 Secretariat
	 Following the meeting

	2
	4.1
	Secretariat to provide update on IT projects in Annual report card
	Secretariat
	 Next Report

	3
	6.1
	Secretariat to modify website to allow use of attachment of assessment report scope extract in IECEx OD 001 entries
	Secretariat
	 Following the meeting

	4
	6.5
	ExMC WG 5 to consider the use of ISO/IEC 17012
	ExMC WG 5
	 to consider at next WG5 meeting

	5
	8.2.1
	Allow use of IEC 60079-29-0 for certification once published
	Secretariat
	Following publishing of IEC 60079-29-0

	6
	8.2.1
	In noting the importance of the changes introduced by Document ExMC/2168/DV, this is to proceed for publication as  IECEx OD 010-2 Ed 4 with minor editorials from AU, with members to submit any further comments on ExMC/2168/DV to the ExTAG WG1 Convener, Mr Kiddle for ExTAG WG1 to consider the preparation of an amendment. 
	Secretariat
Members
ExTAG WG1
	Following the meeting

	7
	8.2.1
	Document ExMC/2203/CD to be prepared for issuing for voting by the IECEx Management Committee, via electronic voting as proposed  IECEx OD 010-1 Ed 3  after meeting 
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	8
	8.2.1
	ExMC agreed with the ExTAG request to consider an amendment to IECEx OF 099 to clarify the handling of editorial updates in lieu of a full revision to a document, where its technical content is considered to remain valid and charged the Secretariat with the task of proposing an amendment
 
	

Secretariat
	Ready for next meeting


	9
	8.2.1
	Dr Munro and Mr Gaultier to prepare an ExTAG  discussion paper for the next ExMC WG1 meeting regarding ExCB monitoring of their associated ExTLs and ATFs, as discussed during the 2025 Kyoto ExTAG Meeting.  
	
Dr Munro and ExTAG + ExMC WG1
	
Ready for next ExMC WG1 meeting

	10
	8.2.1
	ExMC accepted the request from ExTAG to request ExMC WG1 to consider the matter of minor product changes that may warrant the issue of a controlled letter from the ExCB as opposed to re-issuing an IECEx Certificate of Conformity.

In line with this request, ExMC WG1 are also requested to consider a change in text to Clause 9.6 of IECEx 02 to use terms such as “new Issue of a Certificate” instead of “addendum to a certificate”, 
	
ExMC WG1
	At the next meeting of ExMC WG1

	11
	8.2.2
	Document ExMC/2187/DV to proceed to publication as  IECEx OD 202 Ed 5
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	12
	8.3
	The agreed change to the ExMC WG2 Terms of Reference is to be reflected on the IECEx Website
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	13
	8.4
	The Secretariat is to prepare an amendment to IECEx 02 Clause 3.15 NOTE 2 and submit via ExMC WG1 ExMC WG, in line with the decision of the meeting.
	Secretariat + ExMC WG01
	Following the meeting

	14
	8.4
	Include the Country Members  contribution progress table to the  IECEx Bulletin to the IECEx Annual report card prepared by the Secretariat and to consult with IEC legal regarding access of the bulletin
	Secretariat
	Next Report

	15
	8.4
	 Secretariat to work with Mr Omerovic regarding EU Group Differences input to the IECEx On-Line Bulletin
	Secretariat and Mr Omerovic
	Following the meeting

	16
	8.5
	ExMC WG 1 to consider the IEC TC AG55 flowchart on determination of Specific Conditions of use once AG55 finalise details.
	ExMC WG 1
	Following the meeting

	17
	8.6
	In agreeing to the recommendations included in ExMC/2193/R, Draft Revision to OD 280, as appended to ExMC/2193/R is to proceed to publication as IECEx OD 280 Ed 2 
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	18
	9.2
	Matters concerning the IECEx Mark Licensing scheme to be considered during the next ExMarkCo meeting 
	ExMarkCo
	Next meeting

	19
	9.5
	Investigate means to give ExMarkco greater prominence on the IECEx website, similar to that provided for each of the 3 IECEx Schemes
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	20
	10.2
	ExCBs involved in the IECEx 03-5 Certified Services Scheme for Repair and Overhaul to affect the agreed transition period to Edition 5.0 of IEC 60079-19 by 1 January 2028 
	ExCBs with Secretariat Oversight
	Following the meeting

	21
	11.2
	Document ExMC/2166/DV to proceed to publication as  IECEx 05 Ed 5.0
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	22
	13
	Dave Malohn (US) to be appointed Convenor ExMC WG 14 and Secretariat to issue call for members 
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	23
	13
	Members to consider nominating an expert as new Convener to fill vacancies, with the Secretary to work with Members
	Members and Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	24
	13.1
	In noting the verbal comments from Prof XU of CN, concerning IECEx OD 203, proposals from changes to OD 203 are to be submitted to the Secretariat .
	
ExMC Members
	By end of Q1 2026

	25
	14.1
	Include IEC 60079-45 in list of standards approved for certification and Secretariat to consult with IECEx Executive regarding requirements for scope extensions 
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	26
	15.2 
	Document ExMC/2174/DV to proceed for publication as  IECEx OD 290 Ed 3
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	27
	16.1
	In supporting on-going cooperation with IEC TC 105, the TC 105 report is to be referred to ExMC WG19 to review the content of the ISO TC 105 report for opportunities for IECEx System development.
	ExMC WG19
	Following the meeting

	28
	17.1
	US proposal, ExMC/2184/CD to proceed as a draft revision to IECEx 01-S seeking CAB support for this amendment
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	29
	18
	Implementation of ExMC WG20 recommendations 1 – 4 according to ExMC/2180/R
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	30
	18
	Document ExMC/2175/DV to proceed to publication as  IECEx OD 019 Ed 8, with an application date of 1 January 2027, with sufficient notice to allow for implementation.
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	31
	18
	AU to nominate an expert to ExMC WG20
	AU
	Following the meeting

	32
	19.1.1
	The IECEx 2024 Financial Results are to be submitted to CAB for endorsement.
	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	33
	22
	Preparations for the 2026 annual series of IECEx meetings to be held in Beijing 14 – 18 September 2026
	CN and the Secretariat
	Following the meeting
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