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Background:
With the publication of new IEC TS 60079-40 Explosive atmospheres - Part 40: Requirements for process sealing between flammable process fluids and electrical systems 
Questions are raised as to can this TC 31 Publication be used for the purposes of issuing an IECEx Certificate of Conformity.  In considering this question the IECEx Secretariat in consultation with the IECEx Executive prepared an initial draft Decision Sheet (ExTAG/361/CD) which was considered during the 2015 Christchurch meeting of ExTAG where it was agreed to proceed with the publication of the draft Decision Sheet with minor adjustments.
The conclusion from the ExTAG and Executive discussions were that while there is a need for this  publication to be used within the IECEx System, it should be limited to use for the purposes of issuing an IECEx Component Certificate to cover sealing components that are to be used within a final product or product assembly or in a final IECEx Certificate where other Standards are used for the completed for the product.  In this instance, reference to IEC TS 60079-40 is included to identify components included within the final equipment or equipment assembly.
QUESTION: Can an IECEx Certificate be issued to show compliance with IEC TS 60079-40 alone, and if so are there any restrictions?
ANSWER:  Yes an IECEx certificate can be issued to show compliance with IEC TS 60079-40 BUT normally as an IECEx Component Certificate as such components would normally be used as a component part of a final Ex Product or System.  However, IEC TS 60079-40 may be included as an additional standard to identify the component seal used within the final equipment or equipment assembly.  An IECEx Certificate of Conformity, other than a Component Certificate, cannot be used to show compliance with IEC TS 60079-40 alone.
Page 1 of 1

[image: image1.png]