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INTRODUCTION
This document, ExTAG/562/CD Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Applicability of electrostatic charge requirements to headlamp straps has been prepared by UL LLC, US, and is issued for consideration by ExTAG.

In accordance with OD 035 this document is issued for a six week comment period. 

Please submit comments on this new Draft DS using the comments table, a separate document, by –

2019 08 09
to

Christine Kane
Julien Gauthier

ExTAG Secretary
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COLLECTION OF IECEx / ExTAG DECISION

	Standard:
IEC 60079-0:2017

(Edition 7.0)
IEC 60079-0:2011
(Edition 6.0)


	Clause:  

7.4
7.4

	Draft Decision Sheet: ExTAG/562/CD


	Subject:

Applicability of electrostatic charge requirements to headlamp straps
Status of document: 

Draft
	Key words:

· Electrostatic charge
	Date: 2019 06 28
Originator of proposal: UL LLC 
TC/SC involved: 

IEC/TC 31 WG 22


	Background

It is common for devices worn on the body, such as intrinsically safe headlamps, to be sold with elastic bands to mount them on a person’s head.  
Question:

Does a band intended to be in intimate contact with the person, and that is provided with a device which is worn on the body, need to comply with one of the options in IEC 60079-0 (such as size limitation, conductivity, or transferred charge testing) for addressing electrostatic discharge?

Answer:

Minimal risk of electrostatic charge buildup exists for a band which is intended to be in direct contact with the person, such as a headlamp headband.  Since the headlamp is intended to be strapped to someone's head, the only charging mechanism would be through the person.  Therefore clause 7.4 is not applicable to the bands, but remains applicable to the lamp enclosure. 
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