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INTRODUCTION

This proposed Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet, ExTAG/520B/CD – Draft Revised Decision Sheet - Cell or Battery testing for type of protection “ib”, has been prepared by TestSafe, AU.

While initially discussed during the 2018 ExTAG Cannes Meeting the decision was taken during the meeting that Testsafe be given an opportunity to continue development of a draft IECEx Decision Sheet for consideration as per IECEx OD 035, and that a summary of the BKI position / methodology, ExTAG(Cannes/BKI)05, be provided to ExTAG members for additional consideration over a six week period. 

A revised document ExTAG/520A/CD, was prepared by TestSafe, AU, and circulated to ExTAG for further comment.   A Compilation of Comments on ExTAG/520A/CD along with originator observations are contained in ExTAG/541/CC.

This updated version, ExTAG/520B/CD, including track changes, takes into account the comments received on ExTAG/520A/CD and is issued for additional consideration over a six week period. 
Please consider this new draft DS and submit comments using the comments table, a separate document by 2019 02 08 to

Christine Kane
It is intended that this Draft DS be forwarded for publication at the end of the comment period. 
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	Background

IEC 60079-11:2006 Clauses 10.5.3 b).

b) The maximum surface temperature shall be determined as follows. All current-limiting devices external to the cell or battery shall be short-circuited for the test. Any external sheath (of paper or metal, etc.) not forming part of the actual cell enclosure shall be removed for the test. The temperature shall be determined on the outer enclosure of each cell or battery and the maximum figure taken. The test shall be carried out both with internal current-limiting devices in circuit and with the devices short-circuited using 10 cells in each case. The 10 samples having the internal current-limiting devices short-circuited shall be obtained from the cell/battery manufacturer together with any special instructions or precautions necessary for safe use and testing of the samples.

NOTE 2 - When determining the surface temperature of most batteries/cells, the effect of built-in protective devices, for example fuses or PTC resistors, is not taken into account because this is an assessment of a possible internal fault, for example failure of a separator.

As mention above in note 2, the purpose of this short circuit test is for the assessment of the internal short inside the battery/cell.

IEC 60079-11:2011 Clauses 10.5.3 b).

b) Cells shall be tested at any temperature between laboratory ambient and the specified maximum ambient that gives the most onerous conditions and the values obtained shall be used directly in the temperature class assessment. The cells shall be arranged in a way as to simulate the thermal effects of their intended position in the complete apparatus. The temperature shall be determined on the hottest surface of the cell that may be exposed to the explosive atmosphere and the maximum figure taken. If an external sheath is fitted then the temperature shall be measured at the interface of the sheath and the metal surface of the cell or battery.

The maximum surface temperature shall be determined as follows:

For ‘ia’ and ‘ib’ all current-limiting devices external to the cell or battery shall be short-circuited for the test. The test shall be carried out both with internal current-limiting devices in circuit and with the devices short-circuited using 10 cells in each case. The 10 samples having the internal current-limiting devices short-circuited shall be obtained from the cell/battery manufacturer together with any special instructions or precautions necessary for safe use and testing of the samples. If the internal current limiting devices protect against internal shorts then these devices need not be removed. However, such devices shall only be considered for Level of Protection ‘ib’.
As mentioned above for level of protection ‘ib’, the current limiting devices are permitted not to be removed if it protects against internal shorts of the cell(s).
Question:

If the current-limiting devices (a PCB assembly with components) is mounted on the cell/battery body forming a battery pack, should this type of current-limiting devices considered as an internal current-limiting device to protect against internal short and not to be removed for level of protection ‘ib’?
Answer:

No, the current limiting device should be shorted/removed for testing. This type of current limiting device (a PCB with components) has no means to protect the internal shorts of the cell(s). Therefore, it shall be tested both with the current limiting device and with the devices short-circuited/removed. 
When determining the surface temperature of most cells, the effect of built-in protective devices, for example fuses, PTC resistors or over-current protective devices, is not taken into account because this is an assessment of a possible internal fault, for example failure of a separator.
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