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	Background

For fixed installations, where the installation is intended to minimize the risk from
electrostatic discharge, there is a requirement for 1) an “X” condition marking, 2) instructions that provide guidance for the user to minimize the risk from electrostatic discharge, and 3) a warning marking that reads, “WARNING – POTENTIAL ELECTROSTATIC CHARGING HAZARD – SEE INSTRUCTIONS”, or equivalent.

When applying this requirement for IECEx equipment certifications, inconsistencies have been encountered as to how ExCBs/ExTLs have been applying the third element of the requirement regarding the warning marking.  The most significant inconsistency has been regarding the required location for the warning marking.

Question

Regarding the required location of the marking, “WARNING – POTENTIAL ELECTROSTATIC CHARGING HAZARD – SEE INSTRUCTIONS”, does the marking have to be visible to the operator of the equipment after installation, or is it permitted that the marking only be visible to the user/installer during installation?  An example of the latter location for the marking would be on the rear of a panel-mounted computer. 

Answer

If the operator is required to take action(s) after installation in order to maintain the required level of safety, the marking must be in a location likely to be visible to the operator after installation..  

 If the operator is required to interact with the equipment during use, this marking is to be in proximity to the surface of concern from being interacted with, as the marking is critical for the operator at the part of the equipment subject to the risk. 
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