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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR
CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE
IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

Title: GB Discussion paper concerning the processing of scope extension applications of ExCBs and ExTLs in the IECEx 02 Equipment Scheme
To: Members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC 


Introduction

This document contains proposals from GB to discuss the application of the process in dealing with scope extension applications from ExCBs and xTLs operating in the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme.  This document also relates to ExMC/271D/Inf concerning Assessment procedures for scope extensions.

This document is listed for discussion during the 2017 ExMC Washington meeting.  
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GB Discussion Paper:

The UK mirror committee for IECEx would like to seek clarification of the IECEx rules relating to extending the scope of accreditation for IECEx ExCBs and ExTLs.

Our understanding of the current rules is as follows;

· when a new country wishes to join the IECEx system they make an application which includes a list of all of the standards, together with the agreed National Deviations for each those standards. 

· When a new certification body wishes to join the IECEx system they make an application via their national committee (NC). This application includes a list of standards that they wish to include in their IECEx scope. Identified with this application is a test laboratory that is able to test to the stated standards. The application is reviewed by the NC and endorsed before it is submitted for consideration by the IECEx System.

· When an accepted ExCB or ExTL wishes to expand its scope it makes an application directly to IECEx.

The first and second point above are clear. However, expanding on this third point.

· When an accepted ExCB or ExTL wishes to apply for extension of their acceptance to include a new edition of a standard already within their scope, the application is made by the ExCB or ExTL directly to the IECEx Secretariat using ExMC/251A/Inf.

· When an accepted ExCB or ExTL wishes to apply for extension of their acceptance to include a new standard already published in the IECEx Bulletin Section 2: Matrix (IECEx Matrix), the application is made by the ExCB or ExTL directly to the IECEx Secretariat using ExMC/251A/Inf.

· When an accepted ExTL wishes to apply for extension of their acceptance to include a new standard not on the IECEx Matrix the application is made by the ExTL directly to the IECEx Secretariat using ExMC/251A/Inf. The ExTL shall have an agreement with a non GB (EU Group) ExCB to issue National Certification to the new standard in their country.

There is a missing option from the above list, which is when an ExCB wishes to add a new standard which is not included in the IECEx Matrix. Currently an ExCB can make an application directly to IECEx who will determine if this is acceptable (maybe subject to an audit). However, if the requested standard is not included in the IECEx Matrix then there are no agreed and published National Deviations. It appears that IECEx Secretariat is making a decision on the acceptability of such an application without the verification process of the applicable NC. Is this the intent?

The GB committee would propose that the rules for IECEx are clarified to address the above. If this is accepted the GB committee will be willing to propose modified text for IECEx 02.

