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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR
CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE
IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

Title: Consideration of new Standard IEC 62784
To: Members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC 


Introduction

In May 2017, new IEC Standard IEC 62784 - Vacuum cleaners and dust 
extractors providing equipment protection level Dc for the collection of combustible dusts – Particular requirements, was published by IEC TC 61 and then result of work by a Joint WG consisting of experts from both TCs 61 and 31 to address a previous anomaly where IEC 60335-2-69 attempted to cover Vacuum cleaners associated with combustible dusts.

This document serves as a discussion paper to consider the appropriate way of using this new Standard IEC 62784 among the IEC Conformity Assessment System and Schemes.

Members are requested to consider this paper for the discussion at the 2017 ExMC Washington meeting.  
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Background

Members may recall previous requests from some manufacturers seeking an IECEx Certificate of Conformity to cover Vacuum cleaners complying with Annex CC of IEC 60335-2-69.

However, the Standard IEC 60335-2-69 is part of the series of IEC standards covering household and similar electrical appliances and covered under the IECEE CB Scheme.

This new IEC Standard IEC 62784 has been published to separate vacuum cleaners used for combustible dusts from conventional household electrical appliances.

IEC TCs 61 and 31 have held various meetings and formed a Joint WG to address the issue of Ex requirements for Vacumm cleaners appearing in a standard covering household and similar electrical applicances.

IECEx Certification Bodies had previously received requests for an IECEx certificate of Conformity to the IEC 60335-2-69 Standard and were rejected as IEC 60335-2-69 is covered under the IECEE CB Scheme.

While IEC 60335-2-69 is part of the IECEE – CB Scheme, the question now arises whether new standard IEC 62784 (produced by the same TC responsible for IEC 60335-2-69) should be covered by the IECEE – CB Scheme or IECEx or both.  Noting that IECEx has already received requests from ExCBs seeking to add this standard to their scope.
Specific Points to Consider

1. This new Standard IEC 62784 is rather different in its referencing of non-Hazardous requirements than the IEC 60079-0 in that for IEC 62784 there is a mandatory reference to IEC 60335-2-69 in the same way there is a mandatory reference to IEC 60079-31.  In IEC 60079-0 we know that compliance with general safety standards is a responsibility of the manufacturer. Therefore in IEC 62784 both references to IEC 60079-31 and IEC 60335-2-69 are given equal weight and to our minds both require 3rd party testing / assessment when IEC 62784 is itself being subjected to 3rd party certification.
2. We do not think it would be good for the market to have the one Standard covered by 2 different International IEC schemes, i.e. the IECEE CB Scheme and also the IECEx 02 Equipment Scheme, as this could well confuse the market.
3. We do not think that a Standard should be the subject of competition among IEC CA Systems, noting the requirements of IEC Statutes, for CA Systems to have different scopes of activity, hence we would like to come to a solution that satisfies both IECEE and IECEx on how to handle this new standard.  Effectively, dealing with the matter among both IECEE and IECEx.

Possible approaches 

Therefore there could well be a couple of approaches going forward.

Approach A 

Have IEC 62784 Covered by the IECEE CB Scheme where an IECEx ExTR is called for to satisfy references to IEC 60079-31 and IEC 60079-0

Approach B

Have IEC 62784 covered by the IECEx 02 Equipment Scheme but call for an IECEE CB Test certificate and Test Report to show compliance with IEC 60335-2-69 references

There are obvious pros and cons for both and there may well be variations of both above approaches.

Some factors for consideration include but not limited to the following:-

· IEC 60335-2-69 has covered vacuum cleaners including those covered by the new standard IEC 62784 (via the previous annex CC of IEC 60335-2-69) hence previously covered by the CB Scheme.  Now the question, how many CB Test Certificates and Reports were actually issued against Annex CC of the IEC 60335-2-69?
· There have been some manufacturers previously seeking an IECEx certificate for Vacuum cleaners to Annex CC of the IEC 60335-2-69
· While a CB Test Certificate could be issued to IEC 62784, the CB Scheme does not provide for marking of the CB Test Certificate number on the product.  Yet the Standard IEC 62784 under Clause 7 requires that marking shall be in accordance with IEC 60079-0
· Perhaps we need to understand what does industry want when they say they want certification to this standard as CB Test Certificates are not publically available on a website whereas IECEx Certificates of Conformity are issued via the on-line CoC System
· Others

While it should be said that TC 61 and TC 31 should be commended for producing IEC 62784 as the removal of Ex requirements from an Annex for ordinary locations safety requirements as a good move, perhaps some further consideration is required concerning the intended use of the Standard.

At this stage, the IECEx Secretariat is also consulting with the IECEE Secretariat but also wishes to take the opportunity of the upcoming ExMC meeting to gain a view of the ExMC.

IECEx Secretariat 
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