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INTRODUCTION
Document ExTAG/172/CD, covering Editions of standards of incorporated Ex Components and Ex Equipment was prepared by the ExTAG Chairman, Mr Ron Sinclair, and discussed during the ExTAG Melbourne Meeting.

This revision takes account of those discussions and proposes a way forward.

Comments are invited by 25th June 2010 so that a collation of comments can be produced and circulated prior to discussion at the ExTAG meeting in Berlin.

Please submit comments using the attached Comments Table
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Editions of standards of incorporated Ex Components and Ex Equipment
The scheme permits certificates to be issued in respect of the current edition of the standards and the immediate previous edition.  The prime reason for the relaxation to allow use of the previous edition is so that work could continue to completion with the edition that was current when the application was made, even if it was superseded during the time span of the application.  There is also the issue of a time delay between the publication of the IEC version of the standard and a national or regional implementation.
This process is straightforward when the equipment to be certified is “self-contained” and does not incorporate components or further equipment which has already been the subject of an IECEx CoC.

However, many items of equipment incorporate certified components or occasionally other fully certified equipment.  In this case, there are three possibilities:

1)
The component or equipment to be incorporated has a certificate to the same edition of the standard that is being used to assess the new equipment (either both to the current edition or both to the immediate past edition).

2)
The component or equipment to be incorporated has a certificate to the immediate past edition, but the equipment is being assessed to the current edition.

3)
The component or equipment to be incorporated has a certificate to an earlier edition of the standard that is neither the current edition nor the immediate past edition, but was valid at the time the certificate was issued. 

Case (1) has no problems.

Case (2) presents the problem of how to identify the relevant editions for the different parts of the complete equipment, unless the component can be “revalidated” against the newer edition of the standard.  In this case, the lists of differences given in the foreword of the later edition can simplify the process.

Case (3) can be solved by “revalidating” against the newer edition of the standard, as for case (2).
However, revalidating against a later standard may not be a practical proposition unless all certification is under the control of the same ExCB.

Ideally, the manufacturer of the incorporated component or equipment would keep the certification up to date, by undertaking the revalidation and having this clarified in a later issue of the certificate.

It remains necessary to provide a way forward for those circumstances where it is essential to incorporate a component or equipment with certification to an earlier edition of the standard and revalidation is not possible.
Proposal
An additional “dummy” standard is added to the scope of all ExCBs that can be called up as part of the listed standards on a certificate and would appear last.  The suggested wording is:

Earlier Editions
Incorporated components or equipment with their own IECEx Certificate of Conformity may have been assessed to earlier editions of standards.  See the Equipment Description for details.

In all cases where this process is invoked, each Equipment or Component Certificate referenced in the description section of the new certificate will be followed by a list (in parentheses) of the actual standards and editions applied.  The text description of each standard is not needed, as the wording in the list of standards is sufficient.  For the avoidance of doubt, this applies also to any listed components or equipment where the standards are identical to those of the certificate.
Note 1.  Where possible, this process should be avoided, as it is desirable that all aspects of an equipment are considered against the same editions of the standard.
Note 2.  Where all incorporated components or equipment are certified to the same edition of the standards listed in the certificate, this process does not apply.
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