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INTRODUCTION
This proposed Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet was prepared by TestSafe, AU, and is issued for your consideration. 

Please submit comments by -

1st March 2010 to ExTAG Secretary, Mr. Michel Brenon, via
 Christine Kane
If comments have not been received by the above date this document will be published as an ExTAG Decision Sheet.
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	Subject: 

Spigot joint

Status of document: Draft
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	Question:

Can a flameproof joint consist of a spigot joint made up of a rectangular shape, with or without rounded corners? Also, would an oblong joint comply?

(Explanation of question: Normally spigot joints consist of a cylindrical part with a further plane part. In this case, the cylindrical part is made up of a rectangular section and also a rounded section at the corners).

Answer:

A previous ATEX Clarification/Decision Sheet number ExNB/00/031/CS issued 2004/03/09 had provided a decision that such rectangular joints with rounded corners were acceptable without any limitation for Groups I, IIA, IIB. Restrictions were provided when considering Group IIC.

Computerised machining methods now provide consistent machining which comply to a high degree with the drawing data input into such machining centres.

Therefore, for this decision sheet under IECEx, it is proposed that such joints, including oblong joints, are allowed for Groups I, IIA, IIB, provided the flameproof joint width and gaps comply with Table 1 of IEC 60079-1:2007.

Special methods will be required to measure the gaps, which may consist of making special gauges using computerised machining.
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