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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

Title: Compilation of comments on ExTAG/185/CD Draft Decision Sheet - Spigot joints

Circulation to: Members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC

INTRODUCTION

The chair and secretary of ExTAG have considered the comments received on ExTAG/185/CD Draft Decision Sheet - Spigot joints and are persuaded by the comments from FM (US) and FM (UK) that this proposal is most probably an extension rather than an interpretation of the standard.  
Since there is a meeting of the maintenance team for 60079-1 taking place in Split, Croatia, in April, the proposal and the collation of comments will be sent to the maintenance team for their consideration and advice.  Based on the advice, that the proposal is or is not an extension, the document will either be issued or not.  In either event, MT 60079-1 should confirm, if an interpretation, whether or not they are happy with it and will be including clarification in the next edition of the standard
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	Member Body
	Clause/ Subclause
	Paragraph Figure/ Table
	Type of 

comment 

General/technical/

editorial
	COMMENTS
	Proposed change
	Observation

	FM Approvals FME (UK)
	5.2.3
	
	
	Clause 5.2.3 refers to spigot joints and refers to ‘the cylindrical part’.

Cylinders have circular cross sections (perpendicular to the axis).

Use of a rectangular (or any other) cross section would need a change to the standard to permit ‘prismatic parts’ (or some other suitable wording)

ATEX relies on Essential Health and Safety Requirements which are usually satisfied by use of the Harmonised EN standards but other methods can be used.  Hence the decision by the ExNB group within Europe.

The proposed decision is not therefore accepted.


	
	

	FM Approvals LLC

(US)
	
	
	
	FM Approvals LLC does not support the ExTAG Decision Sheet.

The proposed “decision” does not “clarify an existing requirement”, but “creates a new requirement”. Such a proposal should be made to TC31/MT60079-1 for IEC 60079-1 which is now undergoing revision.


	
	

	ITACS
	
	
	
	Why is Group IIC not mentioned in the document


	
	

	ITACS
	
	
	
	Document mentions ATEX which is nothing to do with the IECEx scheme.
	Replace reference to ATEX with the actual wording documented in the ATEX document.
	

	NANIO CCVE

(RU)


	
	
	
	We support this document as a Decision Sheet of ExTAG.
	
	

	TestSafe

AU

	
	
	
	Yes without additional comments
	
	

	UL

USA
	
	
	
	UL-USA agrees with the subject decision sheet.  My comment would be that inclusion of a picture or drawing would help the user to imagine what type of joint is being discussed.


	
	

	UL/DEMKO

DK
	
	
	
	UL Demko agrees with the subject decision sheet.
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