[image: image1.png]1EC | Ecex
s




ExTAG/377/CD

July 2015

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

TITLE:
Discussion paper  – Use of TS Publications in the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme 
Circulated to: ExTAG – IECEx Testing and Assessment Group

INTRODUCTION

With the introduction of IEC TS 60079-40 and other TS, industry has shown a need to have some of these Publications included for use within the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme.

This discussion paper has been prepared by the Secretariat following discussions at both the WG1/WG5 and IECEx Executive during their respective meetings held in Toronto and is an extract from the WG1/WG5 Toronto 2015 meeting report (ExMC/1019/R).
Given that a Draft ExTAG Decisions Sheet is pending for the application of IEC 60079-40, this discussion paper is submitted for ExTAG consideration during its 2015 Christchurch meeting.

On behalf of Mr. Gauthier

Julien Gauthier

Julien Gauthier

ExTAG Secretary

	Address:

Level 33, Australia Square

264 George Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia


	Contact Details:

Tel: +61 2 46 28 4690

Fax: +61 2 46 27 5285

e-mail: chris.agius@iecex.com
http://www.iecex.com


ExTAG Discussion Paper

Use of IEC TC Publications that are published as TS or Standards that provide guidance.

1. BACKGROUND:  IECEx Basic Rules, IECEx 01 sets the scope of the IECEx Conformity Assessment System and its schemes as covering publications produced by IEC TC 31.

In recent times, the IECEx Secretariat has received requests from ExCBs and ExTLs for scope extension to include:

· IEC TS 60079-40

· IEC TS 60079-32-1

· IEC 60079-32-2

For IEC TS 60079-40, a Draft Decision Sheet, DS (ExTAG/361/CD) along with compilation of comments (ExTAG/378/CC)  has been developed following consultation with the IECEx Executive to provide a uniform approach by all ExCBs when applying 60079-40.

For IEC TS 60079-32-1, discussions within both the IECEx Executive and ExMC WG1 conclude that this TC 31 publication should not be used for the issuing of an IECEx Certificate of Conformity in its current state as it contains information and guidance as opposed to clear requirements.  It is further felt that if this was to be used for certification purposes then a separate set of requirements may be required to ensure a common approach by all ExCBs.  However, this publication could be used for the purposes of issuing an ExTR.

For IEC 60079-32-2, given that this publication sets out test methods it is felt that this publication should not be used for certification, other than to support the testing programme, hence an ExTR may be issued  

2. DISCUSSIONS FROM 2015 IECEx TORONTO OPERATIONAL MEETINGS

Discussions were taken during both the ExMC WG1 and IECEx Executive meetings primarily discussing the situation of IEC TS 60079-40, however also included the broader issues of other TC 31 publications.

The following, is an extract from the ExMC WG1 meeting report and is included in this discussion paper to aid discussion in the ExTAG meeting:

Extract from the ExMC WG1 2015 Toronto meeting report:-

Proposal for an  ExTAG Decision Sheet

Members considered an enquiry from UL regarding the treatment of TS documents (for example TS-60079-40) in the IECEx System and were requested to note the progress on the approval (votes close on 14th April 2015) and publication of an ExTAG Decision Sheet based on ExTAG/361/CD. As background to the enquiry Mike Slowinske (UL) addressed the meeting noting that the DS is a draft and invited comments.

During discussions Mr Wigg suggested that there is a need for guidance on appropriate action for products ‘certified’ against a TS when:

1. A TS is replaced by a Standard

2. A TS is withdrawn before it progresses to becoming a Standard

Following discussion it was agreed that it is possible to issue a CoC to IEC 60079-40 providing it is done in conjunction with at least one other protection technique standard.

It was also agreed that the Draft DS needs to be updated to reflect this point and that we possibly need a new TCD for IEC 60079-40. In respect of this agreement a concern was raised that this DS was prepared in house by ExTAG and may have served us better if the ExMC could be involved in the future.

RECOMMENDATION #5: that ExTAG revise the text of the draft Decision Sheet to take account of the discussions at this ExMC WG1 meeting.
3 ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

The Secretariat draws attention to ISO/IEC 17007 - Conformity assessment — Guidance for drafting normative documents suitable for use for conformity assessment    which has been produced to assist those writing Standards during the drafting of standards that may be used for conformity assessment.

The Secretariat therefore considers that publications that such as TS or written for guidance should be reviewed against the criteria set out by ISO/IEC 17007 prior to being introduced into the IECEx System.  This task could be assigned to a Working Group and/or to the IECEx Executive in order for IECEx to be able to maintain timely responses and not need to await the annual meeting of the ExMC. Naturally any decisions of the Executive would need to be ratified at the next ExMC meeting.
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