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Report from TC 31 to IECEx ExMC Meeting in Berlin
2-3 September 2010
This report covers the activities of IEC Committee TC 31 Equipment for Explosives Atmospheres since the last meeting of IECEx Scheme in September 2009.

The last plenary meeting of TC 31 was held on 21-22 October 2009 in Tel Aviv, Israel.  38 people attended the meeting from 17 different countries.  

Some outcomes of this meeting were:
· TC31 agreed to the joint development of IEC 60079-30 (Electrical resistance trace heating) with IEEE 515.  Since then a joint maintenance team to commence this project has been formed.  The output will be a joint IEC/IEEE standard.
· An ad hoc working group was formed to investigate the issues associated with very low temperatures, for example in the arctic, and their impact on the protection techniques in the IEC 60079 series and future non-electrical standards.
· TC31 put a question of principle to SMB that the IECEx System be provided with the mechanism to appoint an IECEx expert to TC31, WG, PT, and MT via the expert management system at the invitation of TC31.  Unfortunately this request was rejected.
A meeting of the TC 31 Chairman’s Advisory Group was held in Split, Croatia on 29 and 30 April 2010.   This was part of what was intended to be two weeks of meetings for TC 31 but due to problems with volcanic eruptions disrupting air travel all the meetings in the first week were cancelled and one in the second week.  
Meetings of PTs, MTs and WGs continue on a regular basis.
The next plenary meeting of TC 31 is scheduled for 14-15 October 2010 in Seattle, Washington, USA and the next meeting of CAG will take place in Stockholm, Sweden on 7-8 April 2011.
There is now good progress being made in development of non-electrical standards by SC 31M, Non-electrical equipment and protective systems for explosive atmospheres, as follows:

· ISO/IEC 80079-34: Explosive atmospheres - Application of quality systems for electrical and non-electrical equipment – this will shortly be issued as an FDIS and should be published in early 2011.
· ISO/IEC 80079-36: Explosive atmospheres - Non-electrical equipment for use in explosive atmospheres - Basic methods and requirements – work has commenced.
· ISO/IEC 80079-37: Explosive atmospheres - Non-electrical equipment for use in explosive atmospheres - Non-electrical type of protection constructional safety 'c', control of ignition sources 'b', liquid immersion 'k' – work has commenced.
· ISO/IEC 80079-38: Explosive atmospheres - Non-electrical equipment for use in explosive atmospheres - Part 38: Equipment and components in explosive atmospheres in underground mines – work has commenced.
Some current projects:
· Combining gas and dust standards
· On-going introduction of Equipment Protection Levels (EPLs)

· Bringing all standards into 60079 series

· Electrostatics – joint working group with TC 101.
· Work on special protection ‘s’ to be IEC 60079-3  3. Convenor of project team is Ralph Wigg and Xu Jianping from NEPSI is on the MT as an IECEx representative.
· Revision of requirements developed by SC 61J on vacuum cleaners for hazardous dust areas in the joint WG mentioned earlier.
Standards and associated documents issued in last 12 months:
	Number
	Edition 
	Date
	Title

	IEC 60079-29-4
	Corr 1
	2010-8
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 29-4: Gas Detectors - Performance requirements of open path detectors for flammable gases

	IEC 60079-28
	Corr 1
	2010-3
	Explosive atmospheres –

Part 28: Protection of equipment and transmission systems

	IEC 60079-25
	2
	2010-2
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 25: Intrinsically safe electrical systems

	IEC 60079-15
	4
	2010-1
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 15: Equipment protection by type of protection "n"

	IEC 60079-20-1 ed1.0 


	1
	2010-01
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 20-1: Material characteristics for gas and vapour classification - Test methods and data



	IEC 60079-29-4
	1
	2009-11
	Explosive atmospheres - Part 29-4: Gas Detectors - Performance requirements of open path detectors for flammable gases


Standards Nearing Completion (at FDIS or CDV stage)

	Document Number
	Date
	Title

	31/885/CDV
	2010-7-16
	IEC 60079-35-2 Ed. 1.0: Caplights for use in mines susceptible to firedamp - Part 2: Performance and other safety-related matters

	31/878/FDIS
	2010-6-11
	IEC 60079-13 Ed. 1.0: Explosive atmospheres - Part 13: Equipment - protected by pressurized rooms "p"

	31/849/CDV
	2009-12-11
	IEC 60079-35-1 Ed. 1.0: Caplights for use in mines susceptible to firedamp - Part 1: General requirements - Construction and testing in relation to the risk of explosion

	31M/31/CDV
	2009-11-27
	ISO/IEC 80079-34 Ed. 1.0: Explosive atmospheres - Part 34: Application of quality systems for equipment manufacture

	31J/172/CDV
	2009-11-27
	IEC 60079-19 Ed. 3.0: Explosive

atmospheres - Part 19: Equipment repair,

overhaul and reclamation

	31G/198/CDV
	2009-10-23
	IEC 60079-11 Ed. 6.0: Explosive atmospheres - Part 11: Equipment protection by intrinsic safety "i"

	31/813F/CDV
	2009-9-18
	IEC 60079-0 Ed. 6.0: Explosive atmospheres - Part 0: Equipment – General requirements


Please note that the above information on recently published standards and standards nearing completion is kept up-to-date http://www.jimmunro.org/tc-31-documents/ 
It is always a pleasure to work with IECEx and to see the extensive use being made of our TC 31 standards.
Jim Munro

Chairman IEC Committee TC 31

2 September 2010
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