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INTRODUCTION

This document contains comments from AU concerning ExMC/543/CD and is submitted in advance of the 2009 ExMC Melbourne meeting for consideration during the Meeting.
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IEC Scheme for Certification to Standards relating to Equipment for use in Explosive Atmospheres.

IECEx 03 – Service Facilities
Background:

IECEx 03 relates to Certification of Ex Service Facilities.
An IECEx Service Facility Certificate is a key element in the scheme (program).

Section 8.1.3 specifies the minimum contents of the IECEx Service Facility Certificate.

Section 9.6 relates to surveillance.
Issues:
1. IECEx 03, section 8.1.3 does not give sufficient guidance for IECEx Service Facility Certificate content. In particular, dot point 4) states “clear description of the Repair or Overhaul Service”. Extensive experience in approval of service facilities and in acceptance of service facility accreditation through both certification and inspection schemes has identified that this description requirement is often poorly defined and can be subject to wide interpretation.
2. IECEx 03, Section 9.6 gives no guidance on surveillance periods. Extensive experience in approval of service facilities and in acceptance of service facility accreditation through both certification and inspection schemes has identified those surveillance periods can vary widely (for a variety of reasons). Further, any new scheme (program) should take a precautionary approach and specify surveillance requirements until sufficient confidence is established. Note IECEx 03, Section 9.6, draft second addition addresses this matter.

Proposal:
1. IECEx 03, section 8.1.3, dot point 4) is expanded to state: “clear description of the Repair or Overhaul Service. This must include the type of equipment (eg rotating machines, enclosures), the explosion protection techniques in relation to the type of equipment, the voltage rating of the equipment and the electrical capacity (power rating, fault rating) of the equipment.”
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