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INTRODUCTION

This document has been prepared as part of the work of ExMC WG 12 Personnel competency. WG 12 is a new working group formed as a result of discussion during the IECEx Buxton 2005 Series of Meetings, ExMC/300/Inf Agenda Item 21 – IECEx Personnel Competency.
ExMC Members are requested to complete the attached questionnaire and return it to the IECEx Secretariat by 26th May 2006, to assist WG12 meet its scheduled work program.

Chris Agius

IECEx Secretariat

	Address:

Level 7

286 Sussex Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia


	Tel:  +61 2 8206 6940

Fax: +61 2 8206 6272

Email: chris.agius@iecex.com
Web: www.iecex.com 


At the meeting of IEC ExMC in Buxton October, 2005 a proposal was considered to include Certification of Competencies within the IEC Ex scheme.    Working Group 12 was formed and tasked initially “To determine whether or not there is an industry need for an International verification/certification system for Competency in the Ex field”
[Refer Recorded Decision 2005/31 (ExMC/300/Inf)]

IEC Ex WG12 Membership as of 3 April 2006

AU – Mr. Wigg- Convener

US - Mr. Paul House 

GB – Mr. Ian Cleare

GB – Mr. Ron Sinclair

DE – to nominate

FR – Mr. Patrick Leroux

NO – Mr. Thore Andersen

It is known that a high level of competency is needed to ensure the integrity of Ex equipment both at installation and ongoing for the life of the equipment.   It is also apparent that requirements for competency in some form do exist in a number of countries.

In order to provide information to guide WG12 in considering this matter further National Committees are asked to complete the following questionnaire to assist this process.   In order to gain an insight into the real needs National Committees are asked to complete the following survey.

	1 Are persons working in the Ex field required to demonstrate their competency?
	Yes/No

	a. If Yes, is this a regulatory requirement?
	Yes/No

	2 Does any formal nationally recognised training exist to help gain competency?
	Yes/No

	3 Is there an assessment process to verify the level of competency?
	Yes/No

	a. If Yes, is there a nationally recognised qualification or certificate of competency?    or
	Yes/No

	b. Is there an industry recognised qualification or certificate of competency?
	Yes/No

	4 If competencies are in place do they cover:
	

	a. Design of installations?
	Yes/No

	b. Standards representation?
	Yes/No

	c. Classification?
	Yes/No

	d. Assessment of product to standards?
	Yes/No

	e. Installations?
	Yes/No

	f. Inspection?
	Yes/No

	g. Audit inspections either internal or external?
	Yes/No

	h. Maintenance?
	Yes/No

	i. Overhaul & Repair?
	Yes/No

	5 Would it be of benefit if the verification of Competencies were established on an International basis and assessed by a recognized body?  e.g. IEC Ex
	Yes/No

	6 Are there obstacles (e.g. regulations or laws) that would need to be overcome?
	Yes/No


If it is established that support exists for the introduction of a system for the Certification of Competencies what level of importance and priority does your National Committee believe should apply?

Please indicate the priorities as 1 to 8 in the priority column and place an “X” against whichever level (critical, important, helpful or not required) applies.
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