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INTRODUCTION

The comments contained in this document have been submitted from the German Member Body for consideration during the IECEx Management Committee Meeting in Denver.
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Recommendation of the German Member Body of IECEx for modification of IECEx rules
1
IECEx 01
sub clause 9.3

A hint a sound procedure are necessary that IEC/TC 31 shall be immediately informed about any  interpretations on their standards in order to enable them to decide whether the standard shall be changed or an interpretation sheet shall be issued.

----------------------------

2
IECEx 02; sub clause 11.1.14, and
IECEx 03; sub clause 10.1.13

These sub clauses shall be formulated more stringently  in order to ensure that bodies violating the IECEx rules can be easier brought to punishment.

If IECEx becomes aware of violations the body concerned has 6 months time to compensate them. If this does not happen the body shall be excluded. The following wording is proposed:

"If an ExCB no longer fulfils the conditions of 11.1.1 or if in the opinion of the ExMC, the ExCB hampers the aim, operation or development of the IECEx Scheme, fails to take action regarding misuse of IECEx Certificates of Conformity or the IECEx Mark of Conformity*, Publicises or promotes the IECEx Scheme in a negative manner, or violates these Rules. Before such a decision is made, the ExCB shall be given the opportunity to take corrective action over a period of six months and state its own opinion on the matter. If the ExCB has not corrected its violation against the IECEx rules within 6 months ExMC shall suspend this ExCB."

Further, there is an expectation that if any ExCB becomes aware or is informed of the possibility of an ExCB not meeting the rules and level of standards set by the IECEx, that ExCB should bring this matter to the attention of the ExCB subject to any allegations or possible breach, prior to any formal complaint being lodged with the Secretariat


The same shall apply to ExTLs.

-------------------

3
Voting shall be in accordance with the approval of IEC standards, i. e.: 2/3 majority of votes casted. Abstentions shall not be counted as votes casted. On meetings only the members present shall be entitled to vote; to take part in such a voting on meetings by correspondence shall be prohibited.

Generally all voting procedures in IECEx shall be throughout the same.

-----------------------------
4
The wording of sub clause 7.4 k) of IECEx 01 and sub clause 11.1.4 of IECEx 02 shall be aligned as IECEx 01 requests experts from manufacturers, users, regulatory authorities, as well as from ACBs and ExTLs but not IECEx 02.

-------------------------------
5
OD 03:

a) Item 10: The time duration of an assessment shall be more detailed.

b) The experience of the personal of the ACBs and EXTLs shall be documented in the reports more precisely.

c) Assessors performing the 1st assessment shall not be automatically the assessors for further assessments in order to give other auditors also the opportunity to get experience. However, we agree that one from the three assessors of the 1st assessment shall belong to the re-assessment team  to assure consistency.

d) Persons with official functions in the scheme shall not take part as assessors, as observers at most. This is especially  true for the Secretary if he evaluates the reports at a later stage. If he takes part, another independent person shall evaluate the report.

e) The number of assessors in the pool should reflect the number of participating bodies per country.

f) Peer assessment means that assessors from ExCBs carries out the assessments. Only if not sufficient assessors from ExCBs can be found then consultants may be nominated. (This has also influence on the wording of sub clause 7.4 k) IECEx 01 and sub clause 11.1.4 of IECEx 02).

g) Annex A; 4 Committees: should read:

Involvement of the staff in the Ex-standardization work

- international level

- national level
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