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Introduction

This Document contains a report from Mr Ian Cleare, following his attendance at the 2002 Meeting of the European Notified Bodies Group for the ATEX Directive (known as the ExNB Group). IECEx attendance at this meeting is most significant as this was the first formal invitation extended to IECEx, by the ExNB Group.  You will note that the report includes a proposed reciprocal arrangement (Annex A) for the exchange of information and attendance at IECEx and ExNB meetings. This proposed reciprocal arrangements are currently being by ExNB.

Likewise, the proposed reciprocal arrangements are also to be considered during the ExMC Seoul meeting under Agenda item 14.2.2.  Therefore, I would appreciate your consideration of these proposed arrangements in readiness for discussion at the Seoul 2002 ExMC meeting.

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions concerning this proposal.
	Visiting Address:

286 Sussex Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
	Contact Details:

Tel: +61 2 8206 6940

Fax:+61 2 8206 6032

E-mail: chris.agius@iecex.com

http://www.iecex.com


Meeting of ATEX Notified Bodies Group (ExNB)

Brussels, 9 – 10 September 2002

Report by Ian Cleare

ExNB invited the IECEx MC Chairman Joe Gryn to attend their meeting on 9 – 10 September 2002. As Mr Gryn was unable to attend due to prior commitments he asked me to go in his place. The purpose of the IECEx attendance was to foster closer links between the regional activities relating to the European ATEX Directive and the IECEx activities in pursuit of the objective of  “one standard, one test accepted worldwide”.

The meeting was attended by 20 of the 26 ATEX Notified Bodies and a number of observers including representatives from the European Commission, CEN, ORGALIME, Australian Ex Certification Bodies’ Committee, Croatian certification body, IECEx and CSA. An early agenda item concerned the basis on which observers could be admitted to the meetings. It was agreed that those from outside the European arena would only be allowed to attend if there were reciprocal rights of attendance by ExNB representatives at meetings of the observer bodies.

On behalf of IECEx I confirmed Mr Gryn’s invitation to the ExNB Chairman Mike Shearman to attend the ExMC meeting in Seoul. Mr Shearman asked IECEx to submit a proposal regarding the basis of co-operation between the Scheme and ExNB. The IECEx Secretary, who was present also representing the Australian Ex Certification Bodies’ Committee, and I drafted the attached paper (Annex A) which was discussed with Mr Shearman. It will be put to the ExNB Group and to ExMC for their agreement.

Much of the meeting was taken up with issues relating to the scope and application of the ATEX Directive in pursuit if the primary aim of the ExNB Group: to assist in providing uniform implementation of the directive throughout the European Economic Area (EEA). Matters such as the methodology for the conduct of quality assurance assessments and audits were of interest to IECEx in order that, where possible, common practices can be adopted.

It was apparent from the remarks of the European Commission representative that the Commission wants the ExNB Group to restrict its activities to the operation of the ATEX Directive. The fostering of relationships with bodies outside Europe even where this could be of benefit to European industry was not part of the Group’s remit. Nonetheless there is now a less negative attitude towards IECEx within the Commission than there was a few years ago. There are opportunities to develop better links with ExNB and to increase the Commission’s confidence in IECEx. 

The fact that there is a large overlap (c.50%) in membership between ExNB and IECEx provides the opportunity to achieve convergence of requirements and methodologies. Provided that Ex NB agrees to the proposed arrangements for co-operation, the IECEx representative(s) at ExNB meetings should be drawn from the non-EEA member countries, providing for a broadening of experience in both directions.

The scope of the ATEX Directive covers not only electrical equipment but also:

- non-electrical equipment which could constitute an ignition source, e.g. brakes, clutches, pumps, compressors, internal combustion engines;

- safety devices with an explosion safety function such as pressure, temperature and current monitoring and control systems;

- protective systems for preventing incipient explosions from causing harm, e.g. flame arresters, quenching systems and shut-off valves.

It is in these areas where harmonised standards are only just being developed. For this reason much of the work of ExNB is taken up with discussions on the scope of the directive and how its requirements should be applied to various types of equipment.

Decisions on technical matters, reached by ExNB, are recorded on Clarification Sheets and while the various technical discussions were of interest to Ex testing and certification practitioners, a report from the CENELEC Standards Committee, TC 31 was of particular interest to Observers at the meeting. This report included advice that, in the Ex field, CENELEC will be working closer with IEC TC 31 in order to have common Standards and as a result will cease development of separate standards.

This move facilitates the alignment of clarification sheets between both ExNB and IECEx and the subsequent uniform application of Standards by test and certification bodies. This aspect has been included as one item for proposed reciprocal arrangements between ExNB and IECEx.

Another topic of interest was the equipment marking code specified in the European Standards as opposed to CE Marking. The “EEx” marking is not a certification mark but indicates full conformity with the relevant European Standard. During discussions, the meeting confirmed this as the basis for applying this marking. The ATEX Directive calls for compliance with Essential Health and Safety Requirements and considers compliance with Harmonised Standards as a means of achieving compliance. ATEX does allow for a manufacturer to achieve this level of safety by other means. However, the “EEx” marking can only be displayed where full compliance to the stated standard is achieved. 

The detailed discussions surrounding compliance issues of non-electrical Ex equipment was of significant interest and is certainly an area where IECEx has a lot to gain from ExNB’s experience.

Annex A

Proposed Reciprocal arrangements covering exchange of information and meeting participation between ExNB and IECEx

September 2002

1. ExNB is granted a position as a Liaison Member of both the IECEx Management Committee and the Ex Testing and Assessment Group.

2. IECEx is granted a position as Liaison Member of ExNB permitting a delegation of up to 3 representatives to attend ExNB meetings and participation on ExNB WGs.

3. Alignment of Clarification sheets between IECEx and ExNB
4. Support for a common acceptance criteria for Ex Test Laboratories and Ex Certification Bodies entering ExNB and IECEx.

5. Alignment between ExNB and IECEx on manufacturers quality system requirements.

6. Alignment between ExNB and IECEx on matters of methodology, such as application of manufacturers quality system requirements and surveillance

7. Where possible, future alignment of meetings between IECEx and ExNB 
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