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IEC ExMC Draft Seoul Minutes

1
OPENING
1.1 Opening and welcome  

Mr Gryn, as Chairman declared the meeting open at 9.00am on 23 October 2003 and welcomed delegates.

Mr Yong Kuk Kim then welcomed delegates to Seoul, on behalf of the Korea Occupational Safety and Health Agency (KOSHA) and the Korea National Member of IECEx. He wished the delegates a successful meeting. Mr Kim also informed the Meeting of the social events planned.

The Chairman further extended a warm welcome to delegates noting the great distances travelled by some. He also extended a special welcome to delegates and observers attending the meeting for the first time. He thanked Mr Kim and the Korean National Member for IECEx for hosting the meeting and assured delegates that with such excellent surroundings and facilities the stage has been set for a most productive meeting.  

The Chairman then called for delegates and observers to introduce themselves.

The Chairman outlined the progress made to date, noting that with 22 Countries, 11 operating ACBs and a further 6 ACBs to be considered during the meeting, a great deal of progress has been made to provide a truly international Scheme for the international Ex industry.  He also noted that the use of IECEx Assessment and Test Reports to obtain national certification is further evidence that the Scheme is now functional.

The Chairman then called on delegates to remember that while the fundamental philosophy of Ex Certification is common, the actual certification practices around the world may vary from region to region.   The Chairman asked the meeting delegates to keep this in mind while working through the agenda, and to arrive at resolutions that are workable for all Ex Scheme participants.

He also asked the meeting not to spend too much time on detail but to focus on larger issues and concepts

2
Approval of Agenda
The meeting approved the agenda with the following additional item


5A
MEMBERSHIP ISSUES


5A.1
Presentation from Brazil  (Mr Aloysio Costa da Silva  from Inmetro)


5A.2
Presentation of a Letter from Madame WANG, regarding recent changes in China’s Management of Conformity Assessment.


5A.3
Current membership Issues  (presented by the Secretary), including closure of EECS of GB  

3
Minutes

3.1 Confirmation of Minutes. 
The meeting noted that the minutes of the Bern Meeting 2001 (document ExMC/113/RM) had previously been approved by the ExMC via correspondence. The Chairman thanked members for their assistance 
3.2 Matters arising from the minutes   

The Secretary advised the meeting of the status of various action items. The meeting agreed to carry forward those items that have not been completed.

The IEC/TC 31 Chairman, Mr Munro, advised that the TC 31 Chairman’s Advisory Group (CAG) is currently exploring the best ways for TC 31 to liase with IECEx, including the issue of interpretations and offered to report back to ExMC on progress made.

Regarding Action Item 22 “US and KR Nominations to the IECEx Board of Appeal”, the Chairman informed the meeting that nominations for Board of Appeal had been received from both the US and KR. The chairman thanked KR and US for their nominations.

The meeting then accepted the appointment of Mr John Rennie and Mr Ha Dong Kim to the Board of Appeal.
4
Address by IEC Vice President, Mr Ron Reimer

Mr Reimer delivered a presentation on proposed IEC complementary services to industry.  A copy of the presentation is available from the IECEx website as ExMC/153/Inf.  The main focus of Mr Reimer’s presentation was the need for the IEC to respond to the demands of industry in a timely manner, including the preparation and use of documents prepared outside the traditional Standards process.

The meeting expressed its appreciation for the presentation and then entered into discussion. CA expressed concern regarding the possibility of having conflicting ITAs.

AU, along with other members, raised concern over the resourcing of the work by the IEC, as well as, the impact it may have on traditional standards work. 
Mr Reimer responded by informing the meeting that work associated in the development of ITAs would be resourced separately either from industry or on a fee for service basis. 

The Chairman thanked Mr Reimer for his presentation and advised the meeting that Members may wish to monitor this area of activity as it develops. 

5
Election of IECEx Officers

5.1
IECEx Chairman

In introducing this item, the Chairman summarized the current situation, noting, that while initially a postal ballot vote with 3 nominees had been held, none of the nominees had received the required majority. It was therefore decided to hold a new election during the current meeting.

The Secretary informed the meeting that there were now 2 candidates remaining on the ballot, Mr Michel Brenon (FR) and Dr. Uwe Klausmeyer (DE). 

The Chairman proposed, and the meeting agreed, that each candidate be permitted to give a brief statement prior to the vote. The Chairman reminded the meeting that a full CV and candidate brief had been circulated earlier in the year in document ExMC/128/CD. 

The voting process as agreed during the meeting was as follows:

1. Candidates to provide a verbal statement to the meeting

2. Candidates and Observers to leave the room

3. Members to be provided with an opportunity to discuss the nominees

4. A secret ballot to take place

5. The IECEx Secretary alone to count the votes and to report only on the successful candidate

6. Ballot papers to be destroyed by the Secretary

The above process was followed with Dr Uwe Klausmeyer of DE being elected the new IECEx Chairman.  

The Acting Chairman, Mr. Gryn, thanked both candidates for their interest in the IECEx Chairmanship as a clear indication of their commitment to the IECEx Scheme, and emphasized their strong and ongoing contribution to the Scheme at the ExTAG and ExMC levels.

Dr Klausmeyer thanked the members for their confidence in him. He promised to provide the Scheme with 100% dedication and to ensure that the Scheme continues to operate in accordance with the direction set by the IECEx members. He also made the commitment to promote the Scheme as the single worldwide scheme for the International Ex field.

Mr Brenon congratulated Dr Klausmeyer and offered him his full support. He thanked the French National Committee and members for nominating him.    He commented that he believes that the Scheme is now ready to fulfil a need in the international Ex industry, at the same time confirming that he will continue in his role as ExTAG Secretary and Member of the IECEx Executive. 

The Secretary commented that it had been a difficult task for the members to elect a single candidate from the 3 original nominees and that the need for two separate voting procedures is a testimony to the calibre of the nominees.   

5.2
Vice Chairman

The Secretary informed the meeting that no nominations had been received for the position of Vice-Chairman, and proposed that Mr Gryn be nominated to serve a second term in this position.  The nomination of Mr Gryn for a second term was carried out in accordance with the IECEx basic rules (IECEx 01).

The Secretary further commented that with the early retirement of Mr Cleare, Mr Gryn, as Vice-Chairman, had exercised his duty most professionally by stepping in as Acting IECEx Chairman for the year.  The Secretary also expressed his sincere appreciation for  Mr Gryn’s leadership as well as the behind the scenes work he carried out so diligently.

There was unanimous support for the appointment of Mr Gryn to serve for a second term as IECEx Vice-Chairman.

Mr Gryn thanked the members and expressed his commitment to the IECEx Scheme. 

5.3 
IECEx Treasurer

The Secretary informed the meeting that he had received a formal notification from Electrosuisse that they would support the appointment of Mr Heinz Berger as IECEx Treasurer for a full 3-year term.

The Chairman noted that the appointment of IECEx Treasurer had previously been on an annual basis and that the support for a full 3-year term was most appreciated.    

The Chairman then reminded delegates of the important roles played by Treasurer. Firstly, by ensuring that the financial aspects of the business, i.e. IECEx Scheme, are controlled and transparent to all stakeholders. Secondly, as an officer of the Scheme, providing valuable technical assistance in the day-to-day management of the Scheme.

The Secretary expressed his sincere appreciation for the valuable assistance and support from Mr Berger as both Treasurer and as a member of the IECEx Executive.

There was unanimous acceptance of the nomination of Mr Berger as IECEx Treasurer for a 3-year term.

With the IECEx Office positions finalised, the Chairman advised the meeting that the ExMC election results will be presented to the IEC Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) for their approval at the upcoming meeting in Beijing.

5.4 Changes to the IECEx Secretariat Arrangements

The Chairman and Secretary informed the meeting that the Secretary is no longer an employee of QAS and that he is now operating under a contract arrangement with the IEC Central Office. The Secretary referred members to the circular letter previously issued dated 19 July 2002. 

The Chairman then informed members that he had been requested to sign an agreement on behalf of the IECEx, with the IEC General Secretary, to document these new arrangements.

A brief discussion took place concerning future direction in the Scheme’s administration. The meeting endorsed these new arrangements with the provision that members will be consulted prior to any future administrative changes. The Chairman undertook that as Acting Chairman, and along with the IECEx Executive, he would endeavour to ensure that the wishes of the Members are served.

On this basis the meeting agreed that such an agreement be signed.

5A
Membership Issues
5A.1
Presentation by Mr Costa da Silva, INMETRO, Brasil

Mr Costa de Silva of INMETRO delivered a slide presentation detailing the activities of INMETRO and the standards and conformance structure of Brasil focusing on the Ex industry. Mr da Silva also explained the instruments used to implement mandatory certification in the Ex field and the considerable amount of work that has taken place 

within Brasil in this area.

Mr da Silva further advised that INMETRO expects to submit an application for Brasil to join the IECEx during the coming year.  

The presentation was very well received by the members especially the announcement of Brasil’s intention to submit an application to join the IECEx Scheme.  

The Chairman thanked Mr da Silva for his detailed and informative presentation. The meeting also requested that a copy of the presentation be attached to the minutes, as the members considered it a most useful reference.  A copy is included as Annex B to these minutes.

5A.2
Presentation of a letter from Madame WANG Fengqing, Chief Administrator CNCA, President of the Chinese National Committee of IEC. 

The Chairman presented a letter from Madame Wang, detailing the changes in the management of the Conformity Assessment structure within China.  At the request of the Chinese delegation, the Chairman read the letter to the meeting, and advised that a copy of the letter will be attached to the minutes. Refer Annex C.  

The presentation informed the meeting that CNCA is the IECEx Member Body with CQM as the applicant ACB and the three applicant laboratories.  

The Chairman, on behalf of the meeting expressed the members’ thanks to Madame WANG, CNCA, CQM and all others involved in the new management structure of China’s conformity assessment system. He wished them a fruitful future as a partner in the IECEx Scheme. 

The meeting requested that the Secretary, on behalf of the members, prepare a letter of thanks to be sent to Madame Wang.  

5A.3
2002 Annual dues not paid by a Member of the IECEx 

The Secretary reported that one of the IECEx Members had, to date, not paid the 2002 annual dues. Membership payment was due by March 2002. The Secretary further advised that the IECEx Treasurer had been made aware of this situation, and continued, that the basic rules provide for action to be taken by the Management Committee.

The Chairman also informed the meeting that the matter of non-payment was discussed at the Officers meeting. It was suggested that the member country be given 3 months to rectify the situation, should payment still be outstanding, a suspension would then take place.  At the time of suspension, the Officers would reveal to the members the details of the body/country concerned.

During the meeting it was noted, that should a member country wish to relinquish their IECEx membership, the member must pay not only the current annual dues, but also those for the coming year.

After further discussion and in consultation with the basic rules, IECEx 01, the meeting agreed with the following course of action:

· The Secretary to contact the member and allow 3 months to rectify the situation

· Not reveal who the member is at this stage

· If not rectified, move to immediately suspend the body. 
5A.4
Closure of EECS, GB.

The Secretary advised that regrettably he had received a letter from the EECS management confirming the closure of its facilities and that they will no longer be in a position to participate in the IECEx Scheme.  

The meeting noted the immense contribution that EECS, under its former name BASEEFA, had made to the international Ex field.  The meeting also noted that many institutions had sent their staff to the EECS facilities for technical training, and acknowledged the long-standing peer network established between EECS and other Ex institutions.

The Chairman, on behalf of Members, wished the past management and staff of EECS all the very best for their future endeavours. 

6 
IEC CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT BOARD (CAB) MATTERS

The Chairman outlined the role of CAB, advising that CAB have the responsibility for addressing matters of policy concerning each of the IEC Schemes, and that, in turn, the Schemes report to CAB.  The Chairman commented that CAB should also be seen as a resource for IECEx rather than just a body to whom it reports.

The Chairman then informed the meeting that documents CAB/327/MTG, ExMC/118/Inf, CAB/365/DL were issued to ExMC members for their information, noting that some specific issues relevant to IECEx are listed elsewhere in the agenda.

6.1 
Implementation of CAB Strategy


Documents considered:
· CAB/346/R

· CAB/309/MTG Annex A

The Chairman provided a background to CAB/346/R and noted that now CAB needs to deal with the implementation of this strategy.  

The meeting noted the significant amount of work done to achieve this mature document. The Secretary expressed his thanks to Mr Gryn for his considerable assistance in formulating the document to this point.

The meeting agreed that the overall management of the implementation be assigned to the IECEx Officers.

 6.2 
IEC Mark of Conformity.

Documents Noted:

· CAB/347/MTG

The Secretary informed the meeting that he is Convener of CAB WG 7 and gave a background to the work of CAB WG7.  He also noted that there are a number of matters that need to be dealt with before a proposal to introduce a mark can move forward. Firstly it is essential to determine whether or not a mark is required. The Secretary suggested that the best way forward is for IECEx to conduct an industry survey. He noted that while the IECEE had previously carried out a survey, the responses may not have come from those with a knowledge of the Ex field and its regulations.

Mr Wigg, also a member of CAB WG7, commented that, as all the 3 schemes are at different stages in their development of an international mark, it is essential that the International Ex industry be careful that its own interests are served and supported the conducting of an international survey.

At this point, the Chairman called upon the meeting to consider some basic elements of a proposed mark such as the bullet points listed on the agenda and opened this for discussion.

CA indicated that a single mark for all schemes would be highly desirable.

GB indicated its support for a dedicated mark due to the specific regulatory framework surrounding the Ex field.  

FR along with other members indicated support for the GB comments.

AU indicated its support for the introduction of a mark to coincide with the introduction of a certificate of conformity.

Various members expressed concern, including the US, as to whether regulators will recognise the mark and would therefore support the earlier suggestion to conduct a survey.

The Chairman reminded the meeting of the IEC Mark survey previously conducted by the IECEE, suggesting that the IECEE experience in preparing and conducting the survey could be used for the benefit of IECEx.  The results of the IECEE survey are still pending.

The Secretary commented that a survey is paramount before CAB can fully accept any request from the IECEx.

There was large-scale agreement for an IECEx mark to be made available at some stage although the timing was yet to be determined.

Mr Brenon, as Convener of IECEx WG 7 commented that while his WG had carried out preliminary work, including the proposed design of a mark submitted by Mr Kim of KOSHA, further work had been postponed until the outcome of the CAB WG7 is known.

In conclusion the meeting agreed:

· There is sufficient evidence to suggest that any mark used in the IECEx Scheme must be a dedicated mark

· IECEx WG7 will prepare a draft survey, using the IECEE survey as a basis, and submit this to the IECEx Secretary for circulation to members by end January 2003

· IECEx Members will have 1 month to consider the draft survey

· Survey is to be conducted by each member under the direction of the IECEx Officers

· Dr Klausmeyer to also join IECEx WG 7

6.3 
CAB/ILAC Collaboration


Documents considered:
· CAB/355/DC 

· CAB/372/Inf

The Chairman and Secretary gave some background to this item, noting that IECEx was somewhat of a pioneer in the collaboration between an IEC Scheme and ILAC. It was evident from IECEx stakeholders that they would not support a duplication of effort in the assessment of ExTLs.

The Chairman also informed the meeting regarding the formation of a CAB/ILAC Technical panel. This panel held it’s first meeting in April 2002; CAB/372/Inf is a report from that meeting.

During general discussion, the Chairman highlighted some of the key elements contained in CAB/372/Inf, such as the agreed implementation date of ISO/IEC 17025 and that the term ”testing” also covers assessment.

In conclusion the meeting agreed to endorse the proposed course of action detailed in CAB/372/Inf.

6.4
Manufacturer’s Declaration Register 


Documents noted:

· CAB/334A/DC

· CAB/365/DL – Decision 07/2002

The meeting noted that this proposal has not progressed and therefore no action required.

6.5 
Report from ISO/CASCO

Document Noted:


CAB/352/R


The meeting noted document CAB/352/R and the work of CASCO.

6.6

CAB/IAF Cooperation


Document Noted



CAB/339/R

The meeting noted the work in this area with the Chairman advising that product certification is a relatively new are for IAF and that IECEx may need to monitor the progress. 

7


INFORMATION CONCERNING OTHER INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS RELEVANT TO THE Ex FIELD 

7.1 ATEX Notified Bodies Group

Mr Brenon, the former Chairman of the ATEX Notified Bodies Group (ExNB Group,) gave the meeting a background briefing on the group, noting that they provide a forum for EU Notified Bodies working under the ATEX Directive, to meet and arrive at a common understanding on matters relating to the testing and assessment of Ex products.  Mr Brenon advised, that while similar to the ExTAG Group, ATEX does go further and covers all equipment for use in explosive atmospheres, not just electrical.

Mr Brenon also commented that in his view close cooperation between ExNB and the IECEx Scheme would be to the mutual benefit of the Ex industry. He noted that IECEx had received a formal invitation to attend the September 2002 meeting of the ExNB Group, noting that the meeting is to discuss this in more detail under the agenda item “promotion of the scheme”.

The Chairman thanked Mr Brenon for his report and endorsed Mr Brenon’s comments for closer cooperation between IECEx and ExNB.

7.2
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Mr Wigg informed the meeting that there was an agreement within the APEC forum for the holding of a 2 day workshop dedicated to the Ex field. The intention of the workshop is to inform attendees of the technical aspects surrounding the safe use of electrical equipment in explosive atmospheres as well as to supply information concerning the value in adopting the IEC model for standards and conformance in the Ex field. Australia is to be used as a case study.  Mr Wigg said that this workshop is expected to take place early next year.

The Chairman thanked Mr Wigg for this update and asked him to inform members once firm dates for this workshop became available.

8
 
IECEx ASSESSMENTS OF CANDIDATE ACBS AND ExTLS

The Chairman introduced this item noting that it is a healthy sign for the scheme to have so many assessment reports for consideration at this meeting and that successful applications will increase the overall active membership of the scheme.

The Secretary thanked all candidates and assessors for their support and cooperation in ensuring that the assessments were completed prior to this meeting.

8.1 ACB and ExTL appointments 


UL/DEMKO International of DENMARK as an Accepted Certification Body and Ex Testing Laboratory

The meeting noted the acceptance, via correspondence, of UL/DEMKO International as both an ACB and ExTL. 

8.2
Consideration of SIQ of Slovenia as an Accepted Certification Body and Ex Testing Laboratory

Documents Considered  


ExMC/134/R- ACB Assessment Report


ExMC/135/R – ExTL Assessment Report  
The meeting indicated full acceptance of these reports and acceptance of SIQ as both ACB and ExTL for the scope defined in the assessment reports.  
8.3
Consideration of ITS of United Kingdom as an Accepted Certification Body and Ex Testing Laboratory

Documents for Consideration  


ExMC/136/R- ACB Assessment Report


ExMC/137/R – ExTL Assessment Report  
The meeting indicated full acceptance of these reports and acceptance of ITS as both ACB and ExTL for the scope defined in the assessment reports. 

8.4
Consideration of CSA of Canada as an Accepted Certification Body and Ex Testing Laboratory

Document for Consideration  


ExMC/140/R- ACB Assessment Report


ExMC/141/R – ExTL Assessment Report  

The meeting indicated full acceptance of these reports and acceptance of CSA International as both ACB and ExTL for the scope defined in the assessment reports. 

8.5
Consideration of UL of United States as an Accepted Certification Body and Ex Testing Laboratory

Document for Consideration  


ExMC/138A/R – ACB Assessment Report 

ExMC/139A/R – ExTL Assessment Report    
While the assessment reports were accepted by the meeting there was discussion over the proposal, included in the report that, copies of initial ATRs issued by UL be reviewed to demonstrate experience with completing ATRs. The meeting noted the recommendation and after some discussion accepted the assessment Team’s decision.  In accepting this recommendation the meeting  agreed that UL submit copies of initially completed ATRs to the Secretary for review by the Secretary. 

8.6
Consideration of TestSafe Australia as an Accepted Certification Body 

Document for Consideration  


ExMC/145/R- ACB Assessment Report 
The meeting indicated full acceptance of this report and acceptance of TestSafe as an ACB, for the scope defined in the assessment report. Prior acceptance of TestSafe as an ExTL was also noted. 

8.7
Consideration of LCIE France as an Accepted Certification Body and Ex Test Laboratory

Documents for Consideration  


ExMC/146/R – ACB Assessment Report


ExMC/147/R- ExTL Assessment Report  
The meeting indicated full acceptance of these reports and acceptance of LCIE as both ACB and ExTL for the scope defined in the assessment reports with the agreement that the LCIE’s reassessment visit align with the 5 year period from the date of the last assessment visit. 

8.8
Status on surveillance assessments of accepted ACBs and ExTLs 
8.8.1
Relocation of DMT from Dortmund to Bochum, Germany

Document Considered

ExMC/148A/Rpt: Report from Mr J. Hanko, IECEx Assessor for Germany.  
Mr Hanko presented his report advising that, at the request of the Secretary and with the agreement of DMT, he conducted a site assessment visit and is now satisfied that all test facilities are operational at the new DMT location. Therefore he recommends continuation of DMT’s acceptance as both ACB and ExTL.

On this basis, the meeting agreed for the continuation of the acceptance of DMT as both ACB and ExTL.

8.8.2
Proposal from GB Member Body for the surveillance of ACBs and ExTLs



Document for Consideration
ExMC/144/CD  Proposal from GB
GB introduced document ExMC/144/CD commenting that concerns have been raised in GB over the need to monitor the performance of ExTLs and ACBs, explaining that the current process of reviewing ATRs by a receiving ACB, contributes to the overall confidence of the scheme.

AU endorsed the GB proposal, noting that for some countries such as AU a product covered by a CoC would only have been reviewed by the issuing ACB.

The Chairman informed the meeting that this issue was discussed in detail during the WG1 meeting but welcomed detailed discussion, as confidence in the scheme is an essential element.

DE expressed concern over the GB proposal as outlined in ExMC/144/CD questioning the confidentiality and the overall costs of such scrutiny. 

CA suggested that this appears to be offering some form of proficiency testing.

There was further discussion with AU commenting on the expense of developing a proficiency testing program for the Ex field. Noting also that in many cases assessment rather than test is conducted.

US indicated support for DE’s concerns over confidentiality and costs but suggested that a sliding scale of reviews could be used.

DE further commented that on the surface the GB proposal has merit but suggested that this is more a matter for the initial assessment of the ExTL and ACB.

Chairman also added that under ISO/IEC 17025, proficiency testing is required to be addressed.

Following further discussion, the meeting agreed to form an ExMC WG to examine the possibility of proficiency testing in the Ex field, noting the proficiency testing program operating within the IECEE CB Scheme. 

The meeting agreed to the composition of the new WG as follows:

ExMC WG 9 “Proficiency Testing”


DE
Dr Klausmeyer (Convener)


GB
A.Ogden


ExTAG Chairman  Dr Dill


CN
Wang Jun


CA
Expert to be nominated

This WG is to take into account both the GB and AU proposals.

8.9 WG2 Development of Technical Guidance Documents

Mr Ogden reported, on behalf of Mr Bennett, that the last two remaining documents are with EEMUA and they should shortly be available.  However, Mr Ogden did advise that the GB might need to offer an alternate Convener for this work, as Mr Bennett may no longer be in a position to continue.

The meeting noted that with the introduction of new IEC Standards the existing TGDs might need to be updated or even revised.

The meeting requested that Mr Ogden arrange for an update concerning the future role of Convener.

The Chairman thanked Mr Ogden for his report as well as thanking both EEMUA and GB for the overall management of this important work.

8.10
WG3 Evaluation of Assessors
The Secretary informed the meeting that the following 3 applications had been received for the appointment as IECEx Assessors: -

· Ian Cleare – former EECS GB

ExMC(Seoul/Secretariat)09

· Bill Lawerence – Factory Mutual, US
ExMC(Seoul/Secretariat)12

· Nickolas Ludlam – Factory Mutual, US
ExMC(Seoul/Secretariat)10

The Secretary further advised that the Convener of WG3, Mr Roelof Viljoen, was unable to complete the evaluation. The secretary therefore conducted a review of the applications himself. He referred the meeting to Green Papers ExMC(Seoul/Secretariat) 9/10 and 12.

Following consideration of the applications the meeting agreed to appoint all three candidates as IECEx Assessors.

The Secretary then advised the meeting that he is working with the IEC Central Office to introduce an “IECEx Certificate of Appointment” for all assessors.

The Chairman then requested the meeting to consider a future Convenor for WG3 also noting the recent resignation of Mr Bill Shao as Chairman of the IECEx Assessor Panel. The Chairman therefore suggested it might be practical to combine the roles of the Assessor Panel Chairman, WG3 Evaluation of Assessor applications and WG4 Technical reference group, into the one position.

The meeting discussed the merits of this consolidation and agreed to merge WG3 and WG4 into the Assessors’ Panel.  The Chairman then called for nominations noting that WG Conveners and Chairpersons are expected to attend meetings to report on their activities.  
AU nominated Mr Jim Munro for the Assessors’ Panel Chairman, with Mr Munro being appointed by members.

The Chairman and Secretary noted the tremendous work and assistance of both Mr Bill Shao and Mr Roelof Viljoen, especially in the early stages when formulating the various IECEx assessment teams.

The meeting recorded its very sincere appreciation for a job well done.

 9
REVISION OF IECEx SCHEME RULES OF PROCEDURES – Revision of IECEx 02



Documents considered:

· ExMC/123/CD – WG1 concepts proposal (for noting)

· ExMC/129/CD – Draft revision of IECEx 02, Rules of Procedures

· ExMC/129A/CD
· ExMC(Seoul/WG1+WG5)06 – Report from the WG1/WG5 Combined meeting 18+19 October 2002, Seoul 
The Chairman called on Mr Agius, as WG1 convener, to report.

Mr Agius thanked the WG members for their active contribution and assistance in enabling the WG to make such significant progress.  Mr Agius also thanked AU, NO and RU for their valuable comments detailed in ExMC (Seoul/WG1+WG5) 06 and advised that they were of great assistance and guidance to the WG.

Mr Agius then presented the report of the recent Seoul WG1/WG5 meeting, ExMC (Seoul/WG1+WG5) 06 highlighting the major elements of the proposals contained within the report;

· Enable all ACBs to issue of an IECEx CoC even when national and IEC standards are not yet fully aligned

· To base the issuing of an IECEx Certificate of Conformity on a satisfactory assessment of both the product and quality system.

The Chairman thanked Mr Agius and the WG1/WG5 members for their excellent work and called for discussion on each of the WG proposals with the view to arriving at a clear decision.

The following is a record of the main ExMC discussion points and ExMC decisions reached for each of the proposals contained in ExMC (Seoul/WG1+WG5)06

WG1 Proposal 1

The WG1/WG5 meeting fully endorsed the concept that an IECEx Certificate of Conformity be issued when both product testing and assessment of the manufacturer’s Ex quality system have successfully been assessed.  Therefore WG1 proposes the retention of this concept.

Reason:  To ensure that the integrity of the scheme is maintained and to promote confidence in the scheme by regulators and Ex equipment users

Summary of ExMC Discussion:

General support was indicated for this proposal with specific supporting comments from FR, CA, AU and DE advising that manufacturers would support this proposal.

ExMC Decision: Proposal 1 accepted.

WG1 Proposal 2+3 

The term ATR be replaced with ExTR (Ex Test Report)

The term ACB be replaced with ExCB (Ex Certification Body)

Reason:  To align with basic terminology of ISO/IEC Guides and clearly demonstrate the specialised nature of the Ex field.

Summary of ExMC Discussion:

CH commented in support for these proposals with additional supporting comments from AU and FR.

ExMC Decision:  Proposals 2+3 accepted

WG1 Proposal 4

To permit the issuing of an IECEx, ExTR without an IECEx Certificate of Conformity with such an ExTR being endorsed by the ExCB.

Reason:  To provide flexibility within the Scheme
Summary of ExMC Discussion:

This proposal generated considerable discussion with initial supporting comments from DE and US suggesting that the scheme needs to maintain the current flexibility to ensure that the issuing of national certificates on the basis of one set of product test/assessment results continues.

CH commented on the issuing of an IECEx Test report without a certificate, raising further discussion with some members suggesting that a certificate should also be issued to show the endorsement of the Ex Test report.

CA commented that they feel it is important that the endorsement of an ExTR, by the ExCB, be very different to the Certificate of Conformity thereby preventing any confusion that may arise in industry should there be two types of IECEx Certificates.

AU indicated their support for CA’s comment citing specific examples where products, claiming to be covered by something termed “an IEC Certificate” are being offered on the Australian market.

FR also indicated their support for such an endorsement.

BR expressed concern over the possibility of some bodies being too bureaucratic but noted the need for the scheme to have confidence in the integrity of such International reports.

CH commented on the roles of testing and certification under ISO/IEC 17025 and Guide 65 noting that endorsement does provide for the clear separation required by these guides.

The Chairman added that IECEx is a Certification Scheme and that the endorsement is the independent review required by Guide 65.

CA supported the Chairman’s comments and added that ACB endorsement provides the credibility essential for the scheme

FR then advised that unless the Ex test report is endorsed by a certification function it cannot be accepted at national level.

RU informed the meeting of the certification process in Russia and also stressed the importance of providing clarity so that all members and participants in the Scheme, as well as the Scheme’s customers, have a clear understanding of what the Scheme and any documents issued means.

The Chairman thanked RU for this important reminder.

FR also commented in support of RU.

In conclusion, the Chairman reminded the meeting of the earlier decision that any 

form of IECEx Certificate should be issued only on the basis of satisfactory product 

testing + assessment of the manufacturer’s Ex quality system.

ExMC Decision:  Proposal 4
On this basis, the meeting reached agreement, by a show of hands indicating 12 Members in favour of the acceptance of proposal No 4.   The acceptance was on the basis that the ACB endorsement will be indicated on an ExTR cover sheet, similar to the current practise, and not through the use of a certificate, as this will create confusion with the introduction of the IECEx CoC.   
WG1 Proposal No 5

An Operational Document be prepared to detail the specific requirements for the completion and issue of an IECEx CoC, e.g. how the listing of countries whose national differences are covered by testing.  IECEx CoC demonstrates full compliance with the specified IEC Standard but may also be used to identify national differences. However, further consideration is required and may necessitate inclusion in an operational document

Reason:  As has been the practice to date the Scheme Rules must be supported by adequate operational documents.

ExMC Decision:  Proposal 5 accepted

WG1 Proposal No 6

The WG1/WG5 meeting considered a concern regarding the loss of reciprocity with the removal of Clause 5.4 from the current IECEx 02 and agreed for AU to table this concern at the ExMC on the basis that there was no resolution at the meeting
Summary of ExMC discussion

Mr Wigg introduced document ExMC(Seoul/AU Comments ExMC/129)08, expressing concern that AU has done a great deal of work to amend their regulatory framework to enable the full acceptance of IEC TC 31 Standards, without differences. AU has worked as well to ensure the acceptance of an IECEx CoC as equivalent to the AU national certificate.  Mr Wigg then commented that the complete removal of the current Clause 5.4 allows for the issuing of an IECEx CoC even when standards are not aligned nor the acceptance of the IECEx Scheme’s outputs namely, CoC and ATRs.

Mr Wigg concluded that while integrity is a vital element of the IECEx Scheme, reciprocity is just as important noting that the original philosophy of IECEx has always been the facilitation of trade in the Ex field through the removal of duplication of testing/assessment  and certification.

The Chairman thanked Mr Wigg and AU for presenting their view and for the time taken to prepare their position.  The Chairman then opened this item up for discussion.

CA and CH commented that the issue of reciprocity is not entirely a matter for the Scheme as the Ex field is so heavily regulated and therefore it is not possible to dictate to national regulators.

There was further discussion concerning the different regulatory requirements that may prohibit the immediate acceptance of the IECEx CoC without some “review or checking” which in many instances is a legal requirement.

The meeting also noted the current work of WG 8 in the pursuit of regulatory acceptance of the IECEx Scheme including the CoC.

FR referred to document ExMC/129/CD noting that while the document does not require complete acceptance of IECEx CoCs it does still require the acceptance of ATRs for product testing and QARs for quality assessments.

AU commented that while the current rules require full reciprocity, the revised version in ExMC/129/CD gives the appearance that this may not be the case.

There was further discussion on the likely process of an ACB receiving an ATR or QAR, noting that the receiving ACB would be reviewing the documentation to ensure all items are covered and not to repeat the work already done by the issuing ACB.

ExMC Decision:  Proposal 6

On this basis the meeting agreed for the Secretary to amend Clause 5.4 to include a stronger motivation to the acceptance of an IECEx CoC and therefore not to remove this clause.

WG1 Proposal No 7

ExMC to consider a revision of the IECEx Assessment Procedures for the acceptance of ExTLs and ACBs to include a review of issued ATRs in the surveillance of ACBs and ExTLs

Reason:  A concern was identified regarding the fact that under these new arrangements an ACB may issue an IECEx CoC without a review of the ATR by another ACB.  

ExMC Decision:  Proposal 7

The meeting agreed that this item has been dealt with under agenda item 8.8.2 and the formation of the new WG on proficiency testing. 

WG1 Proposal No 8
ExMC pursue the availability of a dedicated IECEx Mark of Conformity which is distinctive to any other Conformity Assessment Mark that IEC may develop
Reason:  The availability of an IECEx Mark of conformity has been part of the rules since the scheme commenced.  An individual Ex mark is required so as to be very clear that the certification covers the Ex aspects only.  The use of separate marks for Ex has been a longstanding practice in may countries.

ExMC Decision:  Proposal 8

The meeting agreed that this item has been covered by item 6.2 above, noting the strong support for a dedicated IECEx Mark of Conformity

WG1 Proposal No 9
Remove the detailed requirements for assessment and surveillance of manufacturer’s Ex quality system from ExMC/129/CD and replace with appropriate references to OD 005 (quality system requirements) and ExMC/130/CD (guidelines document)

Reason  To eliminate conflict between rules document and operational document

ExMC Decision:  Proposal 9 accepted

WG1 Proposal No 10

In light of proposal 2 + 3 above, reword ExMC/129/CD to show that an ExTL may also conducts assessment, e.g. Clause 11.2 and 3.14

Reason:  ISO/IEC 17025 now recognises that testing also covers assessment.
ExMC Decision:  Proposal 10 accepted

WG1 Proposal No 11

Work be done to develop an operational document dealing with use of witness testing within the IECEx Scheme, noting the work conducted within the IECEE CB Scheme

Reason:  To ensure a consistent approach throughout the scheme

Summary of ExMC Discussion

The Chairman introduced this item calling for an indication of the bodies that conduct witness testing. Some bodies noted the approach from within the CB Scheme, which provides for various forms of witness testing.

The Chairman also noted that experience to date in other Schemes has shown there is a wide interpretation of what witness testing entails and that the CB Scheme is working on an operational document to ensure consistency within the CB Scheme.

The meeting discussed various forms of witness testing with general support for the acceptance of witness testing where National Accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025 covers the manufacturers test laboratory.

ExMC Decision:  Proposal 11 accepted

The meeting concluded that this is an issue that IECEx must deal with and agreed to form the following WG:-

Dr Dill

DE (Convenor)



Mr Gryn
CA, IECEx A/Chairman



Mr Brenon
FR



Mr Rennie
US



Mr Ogden
GB

It was further agreed that this WG, review the final document, from the CB Scheme, and then prepare a draft for consideration by ExMC.

WG1 Proposal No 12

Amend Clause 9.7 of ExMC/129/CD to require justification where re-testing may be requested as part of the surveillance of an Ex manufacturer

Reason To ensure that there is no confusion among the IECEx CoC issuing bodies

Summary of ExMC Discussion

The Chairman called for discussion on this item.

FR commented that they do not object to the current wording of IECEx 02, noting that under Guide 65 the level of surveillance is a matter for the ACB. It is up to the ACB to ensure that they have confidence in the on-going compliance of the product with the standard.

There was further discussion with CA advising that they do not support this proposal.

ExMC Decision:  Proposal 12 NOT accepted

With consideration of the Draft Revised IECEx 02 document and the WG1 report now complete, the meeting then agreed that as Convener of WG1, the Secretary revise ExMC/129/CD, in light of the agreed changes and issue a final document for voting, via correspondence, by ExMC.

10
QUALITY PLANNING REQUIREMENTS & SURVEILLANCE OF MANUFACTURERS


(Report from WG 5 Convenor, Mr C Agius)

Documents Considered   

· ExMC/130/CD Draft Guide to the Management of Quality System assessment and surveillance.
· ExMC (Seoul/WG1+WG5) 06 – Report from the WG1/WG5 Combined meeting 18+19 October 2002, Seoul 
Mr Agius, as WG5 Convener, noted the completion of IECEx Operational Document Ex/OD005, Manufacturer’s Quality Management System Requirements and thanked IECEx Members and experts on WG5 for their assistance in completing this important project.

Mr Agius also noted the valuable assistance and co-operation received by WG5 in the early stages from the European Notified Bodies Group, ExNB.  In particular Mr Agius thanked Mr Brenon, the previous Chairman of ExNB and Mr Turton, Convener of the ExNB WG.

Mr Agius further informed the meeting that with the issuing of Ex/OD005 we now have alignment between IECEx and ATEX for the quality system requirements of Ex manufacturers.  Mr Agius referred the meeting to the above listed documents. At the 2001 ExMC Bern Meeting, WG 5 was given the task of developing an operational document to act as common guidelines for ACBs to follow in the assessment of manufacturer’s quality system requirements. He then informed that ExMC/130/CD, issued to ExMC for consideration, was reviewed in detail at the joint WG1/WG5 Seoul meeting, last week with three separate proposals, contained in ExMC(Seoul/WG1/WG5)06, for consideration at this meeting.

The Chairman thanked Mr Agius for his report and the experts on WG5 for their tremendous work and called for discussion on the WG5 proposals, contained in 

ExMC(Seoul/WG1/WG5)06,

The meeting considered that the document is at a mature stage and that WG5 had already done a great deal of work and agreed with the three recommendations from 

 WG 5.

The meeting then considered the course of action for progressing this document and agreed that a revised document be prepared by the WG5 Convener and circulated to ExMC for final comments.  

The meeting further agreed that in the absence of any major comments the Secretary issue a final Operational Document incorporating comments from ExMC Members.  

11
REPORT FROM ExTAG


Document Considered

· ExMC (Seoul/Chairman ExTAG) 05 – Report from ExTAG Chairman

Dr Dill reported that ExTAG met earlier this week and advised that while he was pleased with the attendance there were a number of ExTLs and ACBs which were not present and felt that this is a matter that should be considered during the assessment process.

Dr Dill proceeded to present his report highlighting the following:-

· Adoption of the ExTAG Guidance Document on Certification Documents

· Review of the implementation of ISO/IEC 17025, noting that all ExTLs are implementing this new standard with some now accredited

· Contact with ExNB concerning common approach to clarification sheets

· Proposed administrative support from the ExMC Secretariat to deal with an increasing number of ExTAG documents.

· ExTAG discussion concerning witness testing

· Various Technical discussions that resulted in the adoption of 6 ExTAG Decision Sheets being finalised.

Dr Dill also informed the meeting that ExTAG took the decision to permit observers at the meeting and that ExTAG would appreciate guidance from ExMC on this matter

.

The Chairman thanked Dr Dill for his report noting the importance of the work of ExTAG in the establishment of confidence and integrity and then called for discussion on Dr Dill’s report.

The meeting accepted Dr Dill’s report and the general recommendations from ExTAG.

The following summary outlines ExMC discussion and final decisions concerning specific items of the ExTAG Report

a) ExTAG Decision Sheets.  The meeting noted that ExTAG finalised the issuing of 6 Decision Sheets (DS) and agreed that in future ExTAG DS should be issued to ExMC for notification but ExMC approval is not necessary before issue.

b) Attendance of ExTLs and ACBs at meetings.  CA along with other Members indicate support for Dr Dill’s proposal that full representation, by ExTLs and ACBs, at ExTAG meetings is required and that this should be included as part of the overall surveillance under the Scheme.

c) ExMC Secretariat support for the ExTAG Secretariat.  The meeting discussed the need to provide administrative support the ExTAG Secretariat with CA raising the issue of costs.  The meeting discussed this approach, in light of CA’s comments and agreed that the ExMC Secretariat provide the necessary administrative assistance to the ExTAG Secretary but that the IECEx Secretary report the level of this work at the next meeting.

d) Attendance of Observers at ExTAG.  The meeting discussed this concept in detail with US commenting that attendance at early meetings in a observing capacity was most beneficial and would therefore support this. AU and FR expressed concern that the ExTAG agenda should be reviewed for any items that may compromise confidentiality with FR also commenting that this may be difficult to do in advance. The meeting discussed this further and agreed to the following:-

· Observers be permitted to attend 

· Observers should be designated by a National Committee

· ExTAG Chairman and Secretary to review the ExTAG Agenda for possible sensitive matters

· Number of Observers depends on availability of host arrangements

· Observers from host country are not restricted by numbers

· Observers may speak at ExTAG meetings at the discretion of the Chairman

e) Availability of ExTR Forms.  Dr Dill informed the meeting that this item was discussed in detail at the ExTAG meeting.  Mr Smith, as Convener of ExTAG WG1 informed the meeting that while we have completed ATR forms for most standards, we do have “provisional ATR forms” that have been prepared by the ExMC Secretary, to serve as an interim measure until all ATRs are finalised.

Mr Smith further advised that these provisional ATR forms consist of the usual ATR cover page (signed by the ACB) together Section 1, usual ACB Checklist.  Mr Smith continued to advise that the provisional forms also require the ExTL to attach a copy of their own test report format to the provisional forms.

The meeting noted that these provisional forms assist in the absence of the full ATR form but agreed that the complete ATR form is still necessary.  The GB and US indicated their support for the on-going development of complete ATR forms. The US indicated their disappointment that the task of having full ATR forms for all standards has not yet been completed. CA agreed and commented in support of the value that these bring to the Scheme.  CH and FR commented on the possibility of having those organisations that prepare ATR forms, receiving partial compensation but being careful not to turn this into a commercial operation.  In further discussion the ExTAG Chairman proposed and members agreed to the following:

· Mr Smith of CSA to co-ordinate the development and maintenance of the full ATR forms

· IECEx Secretary to manage this and in consultation with Mr Smith, to approve new issue ATR forms as they become available

The meeting then thanked CSA International and the CA Member Body for their on-going support in this important work and service to the International Ex industry.

Mr Munro then advised that TC 31 Officers and maintenance teams might be able to assist.

12
IECEx BULLETIN

The Secretary informed the meeting that the next edition of the Bulletin is almost complete but is awaiting final information concerning some of the National Differences and expressed his appreciation for the timely assistance from most of the members.

13
IECEx MARK OF CONFORMITY

Mr Brenon, as Convener of IECEx WG 7 advised the meeting that early work has been conducted, IECEx WG7 has effectively parked itself until further direction from the CAB WG7 becomes available.  Mr Brenon continued that ExMC has now decided to conduct a survey with IECEx WG7 to perform this task.

Mr Wigg commented that he is a member of both CAB WG7 as well as IECEx WG7 and feels that CAB WG7 is dealing with longer term high level issues while IECEx WG7 is dealing with matters specific to the Ex field and therefore must be ready to provide input to CAB WG7.

The Chairman then drew members attention to the terms of reference of IECEX WG 7 as well as the previous ExMC decision taken earlier this meeting to conduct an industry survey with the meeting agreeing to the following:

· IECEx WG 7 to have the survey and analysis of the results completed by end August 2003

· Remove the examination of “legal aspects” of a mark from WG7’s terms of reference, as CAB WG7 deals this with.

14
PROMOTION OF THE SCHEME

14.1
Fair Access to World Markets    The Chairman invited Mr Brenon to present this item with Mr Brenon informing the meeting that the Scheme should be seen to be transparent on all matters regarding access to markets of each member and not just national differences.  Mr Brenon further commented that such non-standards related differences should be documented to ensure transparency and openness.


Mr Brenon further also added that this information should be readily available to all stakeholders and be maintained and up to date to reflect latest changes.


Mr Brenon felt that the information he is seeking can be broadly categorised into 3 areas:-

· National Differences related to Standards 

· Specific Regulatory requirements

· Market and non-mandatory acceptance practises.

The Chairman thanked Mr Brenon for his presentation and opened this item for discussion with CA commenting that the information requested to date is of an Ex nature only.  The Chairman commented that such information, concerning regulatory requirements governing electrical safety, is gathered and available within the CB Scheme.

NO mentioned that BSI gathers this information on a semi regular basis.

The meeting discussed this in detail and the possible methods for gathering and disseminating this information with the Secretary proposing that the IECEx Officers be given the task of preparing a proposal for members to consider.

US posed the question of what information we are talking about and is there a demonstrated need for this type of information? The US noted that certification agencies usually assist their clients to understand all requirements that need to be dealt with to access a given market.  US continued to mention that this is part of the “value adding” by certification agencies and expressed further concern over the spending of valuable IECEx resources on something which is currently being dealt with by other means.

Following further discussion, US referred the meeting to the work of IECEx WG 8 concerning the regulatory acceptance and promotion of IECEx.

In conclusion, the meeting agreed that IECEx Officers consider an approach and possible proposal with the target date of end May 2003 to report back to ExMC.  

14.2
Action to raise profile of the IECEx Scheme   The Secretary informed the meeting that in addition to the availability of IECEx Brochures an number of other initiatives are underway, such as: -

· The introduction of a CD Rom promoting all 3 IEC Schemes.  

· The development of acceptance certificates for ExTLs and ACBs 

· The development of appointment certificates for assessors, officers and members of WGs

The Secretary further mentioned that the overall aim is to raise the profile of IECEx and its members.

The Secretary further advised members of the immense contribution to the development of the new promotional CD Rom from Clipsal Stahl Ex, in AU and to TestSafe Australia who provided video material for the new CD Rom.  He also mentioned that the CD Rom is being developed as a project within the IEC Central Office and copies should be distributed to members by the end of November 2002. 

14.3
Report from WG 8 

Document Considered:

· ExMC(Seoul/WG8)02 – Report from Dr Klausmeyer, WG8 Convener.

Dr Klausmeyer presented his report, informing the meeting that WG8 believe that the prime basis for the promotion of IECEx is the acceptance of IEC TC 31 Standards.  Dr Klausmeyer further advised of the decision by CENELEC TC 31 to adopt IEC Standards and therefore not to continue to produce their own standards in areas covered by IEC TC31.

Dr Klausmeyer also outlined activities that would assist with the promotion of IECEx such as the holding of seminars and workshops targeted for regulators and users, noting the excellent success of the Korean Industry Seminar hosted by KOSHA, held just prior to these meetings.

Dr Klausmeyer further commented that he sees the work of WG8 being a long-term activity as this is an area that requires constant monitoring.

In summary Dr Klausmeyer proposed that WG8 continues with its work and that IECEx arranges a seminar for regulators including an invitation for WTO to participate.

The Chairman thanked Dr Klausmeyer for his excellent presentation and also thanked WG8 members for their work to date and then invited discussion from the members.

The meeting discussed the report with CA indicating support for a Regulators forum and the possibility of a seminar/workshop and the availability of an information paper.

US proposed, and the meeting agreed, that any invitation to join such an event must go through the IECEx Member Body.

In discussing the possibility for a regulators forum, US questioned the level of understanding in IECEx by regulators.

US further commented that there would be value in having a presentation from the regulator to put their views and concerns forward.

There was further discussion by the members and in conclusion the meeting agreed to assign WG8 the added task of developing a suggested proposal for a regulatory forum.

The meeting then discussed the involvement of WTO with the Chairman commenting that any contact with WTO must go through CAB.  Therefore the meeting agreed to seek CAB approval for the invitation of WTO to a Conference/Workshop on IECEx, once the details are finalised.     

14.4
Report from IECEx attendance at the September 2002 meeting of European Notified Bodies Group for ATEX, ExNB. 


Document Considered:

· ExMC/142/CD – Report on IECEx attendance at ExNB meeting, September 2002, by Mr Ian Cleare.
The Chairman informed the meeting that an invitation was extended for the IECEx Chairman to attend the ATEX Notified Bodies Group meeting, last September and advised that due to prior commitments he was unable to attend. Mr Cleare, as the immediate past Chairman of IECEx was asked to attend on his behalf.   The Chairman also expressed his sincere thanks to Mr Cleare.

The Secretary presented Mr Cleare’s report noting that the original initiative for liaison between ExNB and ExMC came from Mr Brenon, the previous Chairman of ExNB.  The Secretary advised that he was pleased to report that the new ExNB Chairman, Mr Shearman of SIRA UK, also shares Mr Brenon’s views that close liaison between ExNB and ExMC is valuable to the international Ex industry.

The Secretary noted various key elements of Mr Cleare’s report, such as:

· 13 of the 26 Notified Bodies are also accepted or applicants under IECEx

· Both ExNB and IECEx (thru ExTAG) produce decision or clarification sheets to assist in the common understanding and application of the Standards

ExNB Bodies face similar problems to the bodies involved in IECEx, regarding testing and certification matters.

The Secretary then referred to the proposal, contained in Annex A of ExMC/142/CD, for the reciprocal arrangements between ExMC and ExNB.

The Chairman called for discussion on the proposed reciprocal arrangements.

FR confirmed that the same proposal has been submitted to ExNB Group and hopes that it will be supported there as well.

CA and US expressed concern over the term “Alignment of Clarification Sheets” as this may appear too imposing on the schemes.  

The meeting discussed in detail the various methods for ExNB and ExMC to liase with AU proposing and the meeting agreeing to reword item 3 of Annex A of ExMC/142/CD as follows:

“Exchange of views and information to achieve a common approach between IECEx and ExNB that may lead to alignment of Clarification sheets between IECEx and ExNB
The meeting then discussed other aspects of the Annex A proposal with AU indicating support for proposals 1+2 as any ExNB not already participating in IECEx is a potential member.

US expressed concern noting that there is provision for Group D Liaison members with the Chairman commenting that CAB has its own set of criteria and authority over IEC Schemes and suggested that we use what we have for the moment.  In agreeing with the Chairman’s recommendation, the meeting also agreed to adopt all other items of the proposal contained in Annex A of ExMC/142/CD.

In conclusion the meeting agreed for the Secretary to convey ExMC’s postion of support for liason between IECEx and ExNB and for attendance at ExNB meetings. 

15
FINANCE 

15.1
2001 Accounts   Report from the IECEx Treasurer, Mr Berger


Document Considered


· ExMC/132/CD - 2001 Accounts 
Mr Berger presented the 2001 accounts advising the meeting that they are self-explanatory but did note the efforts of the Secretariat and IECEx Management to contain costs and provide a resulting surplus of CHF 22’007. 70 due to, amongst other items, additional income from applications.

The Meeting noted the pleasing results and expressed it’s thanks to Mr Berger, the Secretary and IECEx Management for these results and therefore approved the 2001 accounts for presentation to CAB for approval.

15.2
Proposed 2003 Budget   To consider the proposed budget for 2003.


Document to be Considered  


· ExMC/133/CD – Draft 2003 Budget 

· ExMC (Seoul/Treasurer) 13 – Revised Draft 2003 Budget

Mr Berger presented the revised draft budget advising the meeting that adjustments were necessary from ExMC/133/CD due to the closure of EECS and the fact that CSA is now operating with 2 ExTLs.

Mr Berger then advised the meeting that due to the new secretariat arrangements, items 41000, 44100, 46110, 47500 have now been consolidated into the one item 4XXX “Provision of serviced office facilities” and noted that the amount contained in 4XXX is in fact a sum total of the previous line items, therefore overall no change.

Mr Berger noted that Standards Australia is providing a fully serviced office facility with IECEx paying a contribution, which is well below commercial rates.

Mr Berger then advised the meeting that the proposed budget proposes to keep the annual dues at the same levels as 2001 and 2002 using the same formula for allocation of shares of the dues.

The Chairman then thanked Mr Berger for his excellent presentation and especially for his work in presiding over the Scheme’s finances and then called upon the meeting to consider the proposed 2003 budget.

US questioned the handling of any surplus with Mr Berger proposing that any generated surplus should be assigned to the general reserve to deal with any unforeseen future matters.

AU and FR indicated their support for this retention. This was agreed by the meeting.

In conclusion the meeting agreed to accept the 2003 budget detailed in ExMC (Seoul/Treasurer) 13 with the abovementioned changes     

16
OTHER BUSINESS

16.1 Confirmation of Daily Reports


Day 1 Meeting Decisions: - The meeting considered the list of decisions from Day 1, as recorded by the Secretary in ExMC (Seoul/Secretariat) 03 and confirmed the document as a true record of decisions with the following changes:

Decision 10/2002 Amend to read 

“Agreement with the Implementation of CAB Strategy, document CAB/346/R and that the IECEx Officers be responsible for the management of the implementation as it pertains to IECEx.”


Decision 16/2002 Change the second reference to “ExMC/138A/R” to “ExMC/139A/R”


Decision 19/2002   Change to remove the reference to LCIE and insert SIQ

17
REPORT TO CAB


The Chairman advised the meeting that both he and the Secretary will be attending the CAB meeting to be held next week, in Beijing and advised that the Secretary is to prepare a report to ExMC Members advising the outcome and decisions from CAB.

18
NEXT MEETING

The Chairman noted the previous invitation from Mr Hanko of BKI Hungary and invited Mr Hanko to address the meeting.

Mr Hanko formally invited IECEx members to Budapest advising that while the superb host arrangements and planning conducted by KOSHA and the Korean IECEx member Body, will be hard to follow, the Hungarian IECEx Member will do their best.

Mr Hanko proposed that the timing of the meetings should be around the same time as this meeting noting that this will ensure good weather.

Mr Hanko then outlined a brief account of the recent history of Budapest advising that the people of Budapest welcome visitors.

The Chairman, on behalf of Members, thanked Mr Hanko and the Hungarian National Committee and advised that members will be looking forward to both visiting and working at the meetings in Budapest. 

The Chairman then called on Members to consider possible locations for the 2004 meetings and to advise the Secretariat.

19 
Close

The Chairman thanked all delegates and observers for their participation and cooperation, which ensured a most productive meeting. He noted that many key decisions taken over the past 3 days would now set the stage for the Scheme to provide truly measured deliverables to the international Ex community.

The Chairman advised that the achievements of this week would not have been possible without the generosity and commitment of our host in providing such excellent facilities and, therefore, on behalf of all IECEx members thanked KOSHA and the KR Members Body, especially Mr Yong Kuk Kim and his team. 

Mr Costa de Silva expressed the appreciation for enabling Brasil to attend and contribute to the meetings.  Mr de Silva further commented that he and his colleagues found the meeting most worthwhile and gained a better understanding of role of IECEx in the international Ex community. Continuing that Brasil looks forward to submitting an application to join IECEx in the very near future.

The Chairman, thanked Mr de Silva and the BR delegation and expressed the wishes of IECEx members for Brasil to join the Scheme as an active participant.

The Secretary on behalf of Members thanked Mr Joe Gryn for his excellent role as IECEx Acting Chairman during the past 12 months. He continued by saying that ”Mr Gryn had provided the Scheme with the professional leadership so necessary for an active International Scheme” and further commented that he looks forward to the continuing to work with Mr Gryn as a member of the IECEx Executive.

The Secretary then presented Mr Gryn with a token of the appreciation from the members.

ANNEX A

Action List Arising from the 2002 ExMC Seoul Meeting

Reference: Agenda ExMC/127B/DA

	Action

No.
	Agenda Item
	Action
	By Whom
	Completion Date

	1
	3.2 + 5
	Present Nominations for IECEx Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer and Board of Appeal to CAB for approval
	IECEx A/Chairman
	At next CAB Meeting

	2
	5A.1
	Copy of Presentation from Brazil to be circulated to ExMC with the minutes
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	3
	4
	Copy of Mr Reimer’s presentation to be circulated to ExMC with minutes
	Secretary 
	Following the meeting

	4
	5A.2
	Copy of letter from Madame Wang to be circulated to ExMC with minutes
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	5
	5A.3
	Final letter to be sent to IECEx Member Body with outstanding 2002 annual dues
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	6
	6.1
	IECEx Officers to manage the implementation of CAB Strategy as it relates to IECEx
	IECEx Officers
	Report at next ExMC meeting

	7
	6.2 + 13
	Preparation of an IECEx Survey concerning the introduction of an IECEx Mark, by IECEx WG7 with analysis completed by August 2003

Removal of the legal aspects of a Mark from the terms of reference of IECEx WG7 as this is now dealt with by CAB WG7
	Mr Brenon and WG 7
	January 2003

	8
	7.2
	Notification of the planned APEC Workshop on Ex
	Mr Wigg to notify the Secretary
	Following the meeting

	9
	8.6
	Secretary to review copies of initial ATRs issued by UL
	Secretary
	When issued by UL

	10
	8.8.2
	New Working Group to consider the possibility of introducing Proficiency Testing for Ex, noting work underway within IECEE – Dr Klausmeyer as Convenor
	Dr Klausmeyer + Secretary
	Report back to ExMC

	11
	8.9
	Review of the overall management of the development and maintenance of TGDs with Mr Ogden as GB Head Delegate to report to Secretary 
	Mr Ogden
	End December 2002

	12
	8.10
	Activities of WG3 “evaluation of assessors”, WG4 “Assessor technical reference group” and IECEx Chairman Assessor Panel combined into one role “ Chairman IECEx Assessor Panel” with Mr Munro appointed to this role 
	Secretary to reconstitute these WGs
	Following the meeting

	13
	8.10
	Letter of appreciation to be sent to Mr Shao for his work and dedication as the founding Chairman of the IECEx Assessor panel
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	14
	9
	A Final revised draft for the revision of IECEx 02 Scheme Rules to be prepared by the Secretary, incorporating the agreed changes from the ExMC Seoul meeting, for voting via correspondence by ExMC 
	Secretary/WG1 Convenor
	End December 2002

	15
	10
	A revised version of ExMC/130/DC is to be prepared by the WG5 Convenor/Secretary incorporating the agreed changes and circulated to ExMC for final comment
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	16
	11
	ExMC Secretariat to assume the Administrative duties of the ExTAG Secretariat
	ExMC Secretary
	Following the meeting

	17
	11
	ExMC Secretariat to prepare an Operational Document outlining the IECEx policy on attendance by Observers at ExTAG meetings 
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	18
	11
	a) Mr Smith of CSA to continue to coordinate the development of blank ATR forms

b) ExMC Secretary to manage this process and in consultation with Mr Smith conduct the final review and approval of new blank forms for issue
	Mr Smith and ExMC Secretary
	On-going but to report on progress at next IECEx meetings

	19
	14.1
	IECEx Officers to consider a proposal for the gathering of information dealing with market access requirements for Ex products
	IECEx Officers
	End May 2003

	20
	14.4
	To convey ExMC’s support for liason with ExNB and participate at ExNB meetings
	Secretary
	Following the meeting

	21
	14.3
	WG8 and Dr Klausmeyer as Convenor to consider a proposed regulatory forum for 2003
	Dr Klausmeyer in consultation with WG 8 members
	Following the meeting

	22
	17
	Mr Gryn and Mr Agius to prepare and present the IECEx Report at the CAB meeting scheduled for Beijing next week and report back to ExMC on the meeting outcomes
	Mr Gryn and Mr Agius
	Following CAB Meeting

	23
	18
	Members to consider possible locations for the 2004 IECEx meetings
	All ExMC Members
	Prior to next IECEx meetings

	
	
	
	
	


Annex B

SUMMARY of INMETRO Presentation

· SINMETRO: Is the National System for the Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality

· CONMETRO: Is the National Council for the Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality (It’s scope is relating to issue polices and directives applied to Brazil). CONMETRO is composed by: 8 Ministries, ABNT (Standards Brazilian Association), CNI (National Industry Confederation) and IDEC (Consumer Defense Institute).

· INMETRO – National Institute of Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality, responsible as a executive secretary of the CONMETRO.

Remark: in order to carry on the objective, INMETRO works with three 
sub-systems: METROLOGY, STANDARDIZATION (ABNT) and QUALITY.

· SBAC – Brazilian System of Conformity Assessment, composed by Technical Committees:

· CTHS: Health and Safety Technical Committee;

· CTAM: Automobile Technical Committee;

· CTEE: Electrical and Electronic Technical Committee;

· Others.

· CTEE – In charge of development and definition of what kind of assessment mechanism is applied for each product category. Composed by different Sub Technical Commission:

· SCT-Ex – In charge of the development of the Certification Rules for Hazardous Location Equipment.

· SCT-Cables;

· Others.

· SCT-Ex Members: Users Association, Manufacturers Association, Petrobrás, National Committee (Cobei), Certification Bodies and Test Laboratories. This group supports INMETRO in the development of the Certification Rules (NIE-DQUAL-096).

· Hazloc Equipment: Mandatory Certification conducted by Brazilian Certification Organization accredited by INMETRO according to ISO Guide 65, covering Manufacturer Quality System evaluation (based on ISO 9000), Type Test (based on IEC standards) and Surveillance. 

· Certification Bodies accredited by INMETRO (according to ISO Guide 65):

· CEPEL – Centro de Pesquisas de Energia Elétrica (Electrical Research Center);

· CERTUSP - USP Certification (An Certification Office from São Paulo University)

· UCIEE – União Certificadora (Certification Union)

· UL do Brasil.

· Test Laboratories accredited by INMETRO (according to ISO 17025):

· LABEX (from CEPEL) – Laboratory for Ex Electrical Equipment;

IEE/USP – Flame-proof Laboratory from São Paulo University
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Annex C

Certification and Accreditation Administration of the People's Republic of China (CNCA)

(Scanned version of Document presented during ExMC Seoul 2002)

Certification and Accreditation of the People's Republic of China (CNCA) is established by the State Council, and is authorized by the State Council to exercise administrative responsibilities by undertaking unified management, supervision and overall coordination of certification and accreditation activities across the country.
1. Main Responsibilities

1) To draft and implement laws, regulations and rules related to certification and accreditation, safety license, hygiene registration and conformity assessment; To work out, promulgate and organize to implement policies, regulations and stipulations related to supervision and administration over certification and accreditation.

2) To propose and organize to implement policies, regulations and working rules related to national certification, accreditation and conformity assessment; To coordinate and guide certification and administer relevant accreditation bodies and personnel registration bodies.

3) To draft the catalogue of products subject to compulsory certification and Safety License System; To work out and promulgate certification marks, conformity assessment procedures and technical requirements: To organize the implementation of compulsory certification and


 Safety License System.

4) To be responsible for the hygiene registration assessment of manufacturing and processing establishments of import‑export food and cosmetics, and the actual registration thereof, To be responsible for their registration notification and overseas recommendation;

5) To supervise and standardize certification business according to relevant laws; To supervise and administer voluntary certification as well as intermediary services and technical evaluation behaviour including certification‑related consultancy and training; To be responsible for the qualification screening of, and supervision over certification bodies, certification consultancy bodies, certification training bodies, and inspection bodies which are involved in certification business (including joint ventures, cooperative entities and wholly foreign‑owned entities) based on relevant regulations; To supervise and administer the operations in China of relevant bodies from other countries or regions in accordance with relevant laws; To accept, investigate and prosecute complaints and appeals related to certification and accreditation; To standardize and supervise certification behaviour, and to guide and promote the reform of certification intermediary service bodies.

6) To administer the assessment and qualification approval of the technical competence of relevant calibration, testing and inspection laboratories; To organize the implementation of the assessment,

metrological auditing, registration and qualification approval of laboratories responsible for entry‑exit inspection and quarantine and laboratories responsible for product quality supervision; To be responsible for the approval of certification bodies undertaking compulsory certification and Safety License System; To be responsible for the approval of laboratories and inspection bodies undertaking related testing for certification; To be responsible for the qualification screening of the technical competence of calibration bodies, verification bodies, testing bodies, survey bodies, safety inspection bodies as well as inspection and quarantine bodies (including joint ventures, cooperative entities and wholly foreign‑owned entities).

7) To administer and coordinate international cooperation activities in the field of certification, accreditation and conformity assessment which are attended in the name of government; To represent China in the field of conformity assessment in such international or regional bodies as ISO, IEC 1AF, PAC, IATCA, ILAC and APLAC, and be in charge of signing related agreements and protocols; To coordinate and supervise activities in international or regional conformity assessment bodies which are attended at the capacity of NG0s; To be responsible for the conformity assessment activities of ISO and IEC China National Committees; To be responsible for the approval and  management of activities in international certification,  accreditation and conformity assessment fields.

8) To be responsible for the research, promotion and implementation of international guidelines, recommendations and standards related to certification and accreditation; To administer information and statistics related to conformity assessment, certification and accreditation; To undertake the notification and consultancy about the WTO/ TBT SPS where certification and accreditation is concerned.

9) To draft the fee chart of certification and accreditation, and exercise supervision over its implementation jointly with other relevant governmental authorities.

10) To administer its subordinate accreditation bodies, certification bodies and representative offices.

With the authorization of the State Council, CNCA establishes an Inter‑Ministerial Meeting Mechanism to coordinate national certification and accreditation activities.

CNCA follows the civil servant system.

2. Internal Functional Department

1) Administrative Office

2) Dep. For Policies and Legal Affairs

3) Dep. For Accreditation

4) Dep. For Certification

5) Dep. For Registration

6) Dep. For Testing and Inspection

7) Dep. For International Cooperation

8) Dep. For Finance

3. Management Team

Ms. WANG Fengqing
Chief Administrator

Mr. LIANG Jie

Deputy Chief Administrator

Mr. XIA Zliengzhen  
Deputy Chief Administrator

Mr. CHENG Fang 
Deputy Chief Administrator

Ms. LIU Zliuoliui

Deputy Chief Administrator

Mr. QIU Yfliang

Chief Technical Supervisor

4. Address

No. A 10 Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang District, Beijing

Postcode: 100020
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