
  
ExMC/147/R 

2002 10 

 
INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 
IEC SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS FOR SAFETY 
OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES 
(IECEx SCHEME) 
 
 
 
Title:  IECEx Assessment Report for the acceptance of LCIE S.A as an Ex Test 

Laboratory within the IECEx Scheme. 
 
 
 
 

This document contains the IECEx Assessment Report for LCIE S.A

Following assessment the Assessment team recommends acceptance of LCIE S.A as an Ex Test 
Laboratory within the IECEx Scheme  

This report has been issued for consideration during the next ExMC Meeting being held in 

Seoul October 2002 under Item 8 of Draft Agenda ExMC/127B/DA. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Address: 
IECEx Secretariat 
286 Sussex Street 
Sydney  NSW 2140 
Australia 

Tel:  +61 2 8206 6940 
Fax: +61 2 8206 6272  
Email: chris.agius@iecex.com 
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IECEx ASSESSMENT REPORT 

(TEST LABORATORY-TL) 

1. OBJECT AND FIELD OF APPLICATION 

1.1 Country: FRANCE 

1.2 Candidate TL Assessed 
LCIE S.A 
33, Avenue du General Leclerc 92260 
Fontenay aux Roses 
FRANCE 

1.3 Members Of The Assessment Team 
Roy Jacobi (Lead Assessor) 
Dr. Jockers (Technical expert) 
V.K. Varma (Technical expert) 

Site visit performed by Lead Assessor only due to Accreditation status of applicant ACB. 

1.4 Place And Date Of Assessment 
Fontenay aux Roses 
9 July 1998 
and updated in July 2002 by correspondence. 

1.5 Assessment References 
Documents: 
i) IECEx 04 First Edition 1995-03 
ii) ExCC/27/INF November 1997 
iii) ISO/IEC Guide 25 1990 

1.6 Scope Of Application 
 

Product Category Standard 
General Requirements IEC 60079-0 
Flameproof Enclosures IEC 60079-1 
Pressurised Enclosures IEC 60079-2 
Sand-Filled Apparatus IEC 60079-5 
Oil-Immersed Apparatus IEC 60079-6 
Increased Safety IEC 60079-7 
Intrinsic Safety IEC 60079-11 
Type “n” Protection IEC 60079-15 
Type “m” Protection (encapsulation) IEC 60079-18 
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Apparatus for combustible dust atmospheres IEC 61241-1-1 

1.7 Candidate TL Persons Interviewed 
Name Position/Title 

Mr M. Brenon1 Deputy Director for Certification 
Mr D Gaillard Head of LCIE S.A Quality Department  
Mr P. Fournier2 Quality Department 
Mrs S Costard3 Testing and Evaluation Officer (IS Equipment) 
1 Replaced by JL SALMON (head of ATEX testing group) 
2 Replaced by Miss S. LETHEULE since April 2001 
3 Now in charge of certification evaluation (See ACB doc) 

 

1.8 Legal Entity Of The Candidate TL 
LCIE S.A is registered as a company with the French Department of Commerce (Registration B 408 
363 174).  The Test Laboratory is a department which functions under the organisational structure of 
LCIE S.A. 

1.9 Associated ACB’s 
The Laboratory testing and assessment function is integrated with the function for certification of 
Equipment for explosive atmospheres.  The management of the Ex certification service is organisationally 
separate from other certification services operated by LCIE S.A. 

1.10 History 
The Test Laboratory of LCIE S.A has been functioning in France for more than 30 years, operating 
under the laws of France as an authorised body to issue conformity certificates for Ex equipment.  When 
LCIE S.A became registered as a company in 1966, it absorbed the certification services previously 
under the control of UTE (Union Technique de l’Electricité). 

1.11 Relevant Standards 
A list of standards that the laboratory is accredited to test to is contained at appendix I. 

2. ORGANISATION 

2.1 Names and Titles of Senior Managers 
Name Title Experience 

M. Jean-Pierre Gomel(1) President and Director General  
Mr JL Salmon 
 

Head of ATEX testing group CV attached 
 

(1) Since June 2001 

2.2 Name, and Title of The Representative Responsible for Quality  
Sandrine Letheule Quality Manager 
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2.3 Name And Title Of Nominated Principal Contact 
JL Salmon Head of ATEX testing group 
 
 
 

 

2.4 Personnel 
Function Training/Qualification Level Number 

Employed 
Technical Management Engineer in Electrotechnical or Physical 

Measurement 
Managerial experience of at least 2 years 

1 

Supervisory/Signatory Relevant experience in associated technology plus 
judgement skills 

1 

Testing Secondary school plus two years experience in 
related technology. 

4 

Administration  1 

2.5 Organisational Structure 
The organisation is appropriately structured and according to accreditation, satisfies the requirements of 
ISO/IEC Guide 25. See fonctionnal diagramm in appendix II. 

3. RESOURCES 
It is evident from a tour of the facilities and substantiated by COFRAC accreditation that adequate 
resources are available for the testing of Ex Equipment. 

4. TEST METHODS 
Test methods (appendix III) are controlled with a professional documented system.  Acceptance based 
on COFRAC accreditation. (See remark sheet n° 5/1020357). 

4.1 Procedures 
General procedures are integrated with a well presented, professional documented system.  Acceptance 
based on COFRAC accreditation. (Appendix IV) 
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5. TEST REPORTS AND RECORDS 

5.1 Test Reports Issued 
Test reports issued over past two years. 
 

Type Protection IEC Standard/EN Test reports issued 
Flame proof  “d” 79-01 192 
Pressurised enclosure 
“p” 

79-02 48 

Power filling “q” 79-05 4 
Oil Immersed “o” 79-06 4 
Increased safety “e” 79-07 116 
Intrinsic safety “i” 79-11 171 
Non-sparking “n” 79-15 22 
Encapsulation “m” 79-18 26 
 
Note:  above figures are based on Cenelec standards. 

5.2 Test Records 
Test records are compiled from a pre-formatted set of test sheets which the tester/assessor completes 
depending on product and protection type of sample product examined.  It is evident from records 
examined that they provide a comprehensive history of testing and examination. 
 
Acceptance substantiated by COFRAC accreditation. (See latest audit). 

6. CALIBRATION 
The system for control of calibration is appropriately managed.  Internal audit reports have identified 
some issues of status labelling and these appear to have been addressed by the quality system.  
Acceptance based on COFRAC accreditation. 

7. DOCUMENTATION 

7.1 Quality Manual 
Accepted on the basis of COFRAC accreditation. 

7.2 Document Change Control 
Evidence from documents examined that an active system of review and change control is exercised by 
the TL.  Accepted on the basis of COFRAC accreditation. 

8. CONFIDENTIALITY 
As a professional testing organisation,  LCIE S.A takes the issue of confidentiality of client information 
as a serious matter.  As a condition of employment, employees may not divulge information considered 
confidential to anyone without the authorisation of the client. 
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Physical security was evident during the visit. 
 
Acceptance based on COFRAC accreditation. 

9. NATIONAL ACCREDITATION 
The laboratory is accredited by COFRAC, Comité Français d'Accréditation, according to EN 45001. 

10. RECOGNITION AND AGREEMENTS 
Combined with its certification function, the test laboratory is accepted by the relevant ministry as a 
notified body for the ATEX directive. 
LCIE S.A, through its certification department, has signed agreements with CSA(Canada), FM(USA), 
UL(USA), Test Safe(AU) and QAS(AUSTRALIA) for mutual recognition of test results. 
LCIE S.A report is also recognized by US Coast Guard since end of 2001. 

11. INTERNAL AUDIT AND PERIODIC REVIEW 
Examination of internal audit records gave evidence that audits are performed to schedule and that their 
outcomes are reviewed.  Internal audit check lists are based on EN 45001 and conformity with the 
LCIE S.A documented system. 

12. COMPLAINTS MECHANISM 
The complaints register provides evidence of action taken to address complaints received. 

13. COMMENTS 
The LCIE S.A test laboratory function has a long and credible history in testing activities related to 
explosive atmospheres equipment.  It is part of a much larger, well respected, professional organisation 
with international recognition links.  Its management show commitment to the Ex Safety movement and 
maintain a profile on several committees dedicated to the industry and its associated standards.  Test 
facilities are housed in a unique metropolitan environment with basement facility for flameproof testing.  
LCIE S.A has held accreditation for its testing facilities for the past 16 years. 

14. RECOMMENDATION 
The visiting assessor recommends full acceptance of LCIE S.A Ex Testing Laboratory for testing and 
evaluation of product in those areas where the candidate TL has the required competence as 
demonstrated by the scope of accreditation . 
 
 
 
 
 
Signatures : 

    
 
 




























































