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REPORT TO CAB.





SUBJECT



Report from ExMC following the 1999-09-15/17 Sydney Meeting.





SUMMARY



The meeting was well attended with 44 delegates and observers from 18 countries attending and a number of decisions crucial to the future success of the Scheme were taken, such as the acceptance of test data prior to the acceptance of an ExTL, surveillance and re-assessments of ACBs (Accepted Certification Bodies) and ExTLs (Ex Testing Laboratories) and the future financing of the Scheme.



With bodies from three countries now accepted, the Scheme is now operational in its transitional mode.  Manufacturers may now seek Assessment and Test Reports (ATRs) from ACBs for use when seeking certification in other participating countries.  Assessment of candidate bodies continues with interest in joining the Scheme being expressed by US and NZ.









MATTERS FOR CAB INFORMATION



General Information



The 4th meeting of the IECEx Scheme’s Management was held in Sydney as planned on 15 (pm), 16 and 17 September 1999.  While being the 4th meeting it was the first meeting under the new committee structure:



	*ExMC	IECEx Scheme Management Committee (previously ExCC)

	*ExTAG	Ex Testing and Assessment Group (previously ExCTL)



As agreed during the previous meeting, ExTAG also held their first meeting in Sydney on 14 and 15 (am) September.  The benefits of aligning ExMC and ExTAG meetings include efficient use of travel resources, a closer working relationship between the two committees and the sharing of Secretarial resources.  The decision to continue the alignment of these meetings was reinforced by  both committees.  



In addition, the Sydney meetings of ExMC and ExTAG were aligned with the TC 31 series of meetings with ExMC agreeing that both ExMC and ExTAG should align future meetings with TC 31 and SCs where possible.









Information for noting from ExTAG Meeting 



1	Assessment and Test Reports (ATRs) and Product Evaluation Records (ER) approved for use with ExTAG forming a  maintenance WG for revision of ATRs as ERs as new editions of TC 31 Standards are issued.



2	The following technical matters were discussed with ExTAG achieving agreement for various positions including the referral to TC 31 for request for future work:



Determination of failure for flameproof enclosures

Composition of Explosive test mixtures

Method of marking of Flameproof equipment tested for Hydrogen only (IIB, II, IIC)

Assessment of Active Power Supplies under the Intrinsic Safety Technique



3	Establishment of a WG to deal with “Uncertainties of Measurement” within the Ex field, noting the 	work previously conducted within IECEE.





Information for noting from ExMC Meeting



1	Collaboration between CAB and ILAC (CAB/157A/CD)   ExMC unanimously supported collaboration between CAB and  ILAC.  Document CAB/157A/CD was accepted by ExMC without change with ExMC supporting the participation of both the ExMC Chairman and Secretary as indicated in the document.  ExMC further agreed that any collaboration between ILAC and IEC Schemes must ensure that the same level of technical competence amongst ACBs and ExTLs and international confidence, currently achieved by the schemes, be maintained, eg use of IECEx Assessment procedures including Technical Guidance Documents.



2	Participation by non-IEC Countries  ExMC expressed great concern in accepting participation  from non-IEC countries in IECEx, especially given that IECEx is a full certification scheme with the licensing of the use of an IECEx Mark of Conformity.  The following ExMC decision was reached:



ExMC Decision 03/1999



The following agreement was reached by ExMC:

Acceptance on the grounds that such countries are in a position to pay the dues and assessment costs

ExMC concerns over technical competence of bodies from non IEC countries that do not actively participate in Standards development work  may therefore  make ACB and ExTL assessment difficult

Any participation to be only at the transitional level of the Scheme

Acceptance on the basis that such countries move to join IEC within a specified period





3	. CAB/137/R: Report from WG3  ExMC noted the work of WG3 and agreed with the circulation to ExMC for information





4	Questionnaire on the acceptability of IEC Schemes (CAB/143/MTG)     ExMC fully support the issuing of a questionnaire to IEC Members but wonder whether, in light of discussions on participation by non-IEC countries, the questionnaire should be issued to a wider community to include non IEC countries?



5	Peer Assessment   ExMC support the work of ISO/CASCO WG 19 and endorse the appointment of the ExMC Chairman as convenor. However ExMC expressed concern with this task being dealt with by another body which could possibly lead to a watering down of the significance of the work.



6	IEEE Paper on IECEx presented at PCIC Conference at San Diego September 99   ExMC Note the work of those involved with this document with thanks. Special thanks to Mr McManama of UL (US), Mr Klausmeyer of PTB (DE), Mr Shao of CSA (CA) and Mr Brenon of LCIE (FR) for their efforts in promoting IECEx. The ExMC Secretary to request permission to circulate the paper to ExMC



7	ACBs and ExTLs in the Scheme  Current Status of ACBs and ExTLs are:



Participating Countries		19

Total ACBs				18

Total ExTLs			21

	



8	Acceptance of ACBs and ExTLs    ACBs and ExTLs from GB, SE, DE are now fully accepted in the scheme after having submitted their national differences.  ACBs and ExTLs expected to be fully accepted within the next 6 months are from AU, KR, FR, NO.



9	ExMC Resolution for acceptance of test data obtained prior to acceptance of an ExTL into IECEx   ExMC have developed a draft resolution for the acceptance of test and assessment data obtained prior to the acceptance of the ExTL into the Scheme. To be finalised by end 1999.



10	Surveillance and re-assessments of ACBs and ExTLs  ExMC have prepared a draft procedure for the surveillance of ACBs.  To be finalised by next meeting.



11	Requirements for manufacturers’ quality system   ExMC considered a preliminary draft and received a proposal from the alignment with work currently underway within a CEN WG, and agreed to form an ExMC WG to prepare a document and related check list to be used by ACBs in assessing and auditing the quality systems of manufacturers for conformity with the requirements of IECEx 02.





12	IECEx Board of Appeal   ExMC advise that there is no change proposed to the board of appeal



13	Expansion of IECEx Scheme to cover Standards prepared by other TCs, eg TC 105 Fuel Cells  ExMC considered the possible expansion of the Scheme to cover standards prepared by other TC such as TC 105 noting that assessment of competence of ExTLs and ACBs in such areas is required and therefore the need to prepare Technical Guidance documents.  ExMC will prepare a proposal for CAB approval should a request for expansion of the Scheme be formally received. 







 

Matters for CAB Decision



1	Appointment of ExMC Chairman   ExMC recommend the appointment of Mr Ian Cleare of GB for a further 3 year term in accordance with the IECEx basic rules.



2	Appointment of ExMC Vice-Chairman ExMC recommend the appointment of Mr Joe Gryn (CA)



3	Appointment of Treasurer  ExMC recommend the appointment of Mr M Grilc of SEV as IECEx Treasurer for a further 1 year term.



4	Acceptance of 1998 Accounts  ExMC recommends acceptance of the 1998 accounts detailed in ExMC/24/CD.  Previously circulated.



5	Proposed 2000 Budget  ExMC recommends acceptance of the 2000 proposed budget detailed in ExMC/25/CD.  Previously circulated.



6	IECEx Mark of Conformity   ExMC discussed various aspects of an IECEx Mark and advise that a proposal will be put forward for consideration at the May 2000 meeting of CAB.  In the meantime, ExMC seeks CAB acceptance of the principle of integrating the IEC logo into an IECEx Mark.    







Conclusion



The CAB’s acceptance of the ExMC recommendations outlined in this report will enable the IECEx Scheme to further progress. With ExMC noting that the acceptance of ACBs and ExTLs means that the IECEx Scheme is now open for business.
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