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(For discussion during the ExMC Sydney Meeting)





Request to the chairmen and secretaries of the IECEE, IECEx and IECQ











At the CAB meeting in May, the CAB noted the proposal from the chairman of the IECEE that consideration could be given to opening up the CB scheme to non-IEC member countries.  The CAB, in Decision 09/1999, agreed to bring this question to the attention of the Council Board as a matter of general principle. The CB at its meeting on 17 June was hesitant to give full support to the idea, and requested that the IECEE first draw up a detailed proposal for review by the CAB. The recommendations of the CAB should be submitted to the CB for approval. 





The CAB chairman would like to present the CAB with the views of all the schemes so that a proper debate can take place. The points given below have been developed with the secretary-designate of the IECEE and are submitted to all the IEC schemes in order to trigger some thoughts.  They have not been discussed by the CAB.  


The CAB chairman asks the schemes to prepare proposals for an IEC policy, favourable to their objectives, on the admission of non-member countries to the schemes, for discussion at the CAB Kyoto meeting. 





Proposals should reach the CAB secretary mac@iec.ch before 15th September 1999.











The CAB noted that the request to consider opening up the IEC conformity assessment schemes to certification bodies domiciled outside IEC member countries arose because of the wish expressed by some non-IEC member countries to participate in the schemes. These countries implement IEC standards at national level but cannot afford IEC membership. In debating this question it is proposed that the following pre-requisites be considered:





Such countries shall endorse IEC standards at national level. This implies that test certificates issued under the scheme would be recognised as a basis for national certification or approval. 





Existence in such countries of a body or bodies which operate (s) a national certification or approval scheme. (NCBs in CB Scheme). Following assessment in accordance with the applicable scheme rules such bodies would be accepted as Recognizing and/or Issuing Bodies.





 Existence in such countries of test laboratories to be accepted into the scheme after assessment according to the applicable scheme document.





Such membership should be permitted for a provisional period after which the country concerned would be asked to consider becoming a member of the IEC.    





During the provisional period these members would be non-voting members of the applicable scheme committees.
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