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Introduction
Once an ACB or ExTL has been assessed by an IECEx Assessment team and then accepted by ExMC as a participating ACB or ExTL, the question arises over whether testing and assessments performed prior to the acceptance into the IECEx Scheme is valid or whether complete re-testing and re-assessments are required, even if the tests and assessments were performed only a month or so prior to acceptance in the scheme?

With the principles of IECEx being to “Instil International Confidence in the IECEx Scheme while Eliminating wasteful duplication of testing and assessment”, the following resolution is aimed at proposing an equitable solution to the use of testing and assessment work conducted prior to an ACB or ExTL’s acceptance into the IECEx scheme.

Resolution:  Where a manufacturer has had testing and assessments performed by an ACB or ExTL, prior to ExMC acceptance of the ACB or ExTL, and now wishes to obtain an IECEx Assessment and Test Report (ATR) or IECEx Certificate of Conformity (CoC), the testing and assessments previously conducted can be accepted providing the following requirements are satisfied:

1. The product for which IECEx ATR or CoC is sought is the same design and construction for which was previously tested or assessed by the ACB or ExTL; and.

2. Test and assessments performed more than 5 years before the ACB or ExTL was accepted into the scheme, shall not be used; and

3. The tests and assessments previously performed were done so using at least the same level of technical competence (laboratory equipment, personnel and quality system) assessed successfully by the IECEx Assessment team.  Where changes to the ACB or ExTL quality system, testing or assessment practices or competence level were required to gain acceptance into the IECEx Scheme, then those areas of the tests and assessments, affected by the changes, shall be repeated by the ACB or ExTL; and

4. The standard ATR and Evaluation record shall be completed using the information previously recorded by the ACB and ExTL. 
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