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Introduction

This document contains a summary report from the IECEx Secretary following attendance at the IEC Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) meeting on 16 October 2001.

A copy of the IECEx Chairman’s Report to CAB, document CAB/309/Inf was presented at the CAB meeting by both the IECEx Secretary, Chris Agius and Acting IECEx Chairman Joe Gryn.  

A copy of CAB/309/Inf is circulated to ExMC for information.

Should you have any questions regarding any aspects of this report please contact the IECEx Secretary, as indicated below.
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IECEx Secretariat

c/o QAS

GPO Box 5420

Sydney  2001    

Australia
	Visiting Address:

286 Sussex Street

Sydney 2000

Australia
	Tel: +61 2 8206060

Fax: +61 2 8206 6061
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Summary Report from the IECEx Secretary

On attendance at the IEC CAB Meeting

Held Tuesday 16 October, 2001

Florence, Italy

Background

This is a report on the attendance at the IEC CAB meeting, held 16 October, Florence, by the IECEx Secretary (on behalf of the IECEx Chairman).  The IECEx Vice-Chairman, Mr Joe Gryn (now acting IECEx Chairman) attended the meeting primarily as the alternate member for Canada but also assisted in presenting the IECEx Report and IECEx views, throughout the meeting.  The assistance and support of Mr Gryn, at the CAB meeting was most valuable and greatly appreciated. 

The following extract from the IEC website provides an outline of the role of the IEC Conformity Assessment Board
The Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) is responsible for the overall management of the IEC’s conformity assessment activities. The CAB is a decision-making body and comprises a Chairman, 12 voting members elected by Council, one representative from each IEC conformity assessment scheme, the IEC Treasurer and General Secretary.
The CAB is also responsible for the evaluation and modification of IEC conformity assessment activities including their budgets, as well as liaison with other international organizations on conformity assessment matters. The CAB meets at least once a year. 

The CAB meeting was held in conjunction with the IEC General Meeting and attendance at the meeting enabled the IECEx Secretary and acting IECEx Chairman the opportunity to meet with Officers of other IEC Schemes as well as Staff from the IEC Central Office to discuss various issues such as promotion of the Schemes and other operational matters.

IEC CAB Meeting Decisions
The list of decisions, from the 16 October 2001 CAB meeting, that impacts on IECEx are recorded below and identified within boxes.  A brief comment from the IECEx Secretary follows each of the decisions and is identified by blue text.
ITEM 1 - 
CAB Agenda item 5.1 Acceptability of the schemes

Documents: CAB/303/INF, CAB/321/INF, 

CAB Decision 18/2001

The schemes are requested to consider the questionnaire results and submit proposals for improving the acceptability of the schemes in the light of the analysis. These reports should be prepared for consideration at the CAB meeting in Beijing 2002.

In parallel, CAB members are requested to plan actions to be taken at CAB level to address the issues raised in the analysis particularly with regard to meeting the requirements of the WTO-TBT and to be communicated to WG 6. 

This task to be co-ordinated by WG 6 set up under CAB Decision 20/2001.
IECEx Secretariat Comments

It was felt that the issue of greater international acceptability of the IECEx Scheme was discussed at great length throughout both ExTAG and ExMC meetings.  

ExMC recognising the needs and demands of its customers and stakeholders, by way of reviewing the Scheme’s deliverable’s during the Bern meeting, is an important step towards greater recognition and acceptance of the IECEx Scheme.  This recognition saw a number of decisions made during the ExMC Bern meeting, to enhance the IECEx Scheme, such as:- 

· the convergence of the ATR cover page to an IECEx Type Examination Certificate;

· finalisation for the introduction of Quality System Requirements for Ex manufacturers;

· progression towards the introduction of an IECEx Mark of Conformity;

· formation of a new WG to address regulatory recognition

In addition, promotion of the Scheme by IECEx Officers and individual members, including brochures, presentations at seminars and key events (eg PCIC Conferences) are further measures that will greatly assist in expanding the international recognition of the IECEx Scheme.  These measures are being reported to CAB. 

ITEM 2 - 
Agenda item 5.2 Policy and strategy review

Document: CAB/304/INF

CAB Decision 19 /2001
With regard to item 5 in the CAB Strategy on use of ITAs and PAS for conformity assessment purposes, the CAB recommended that use of these non-consensus publications should be treated with caution.

IECEx Secretariat Comments:

Decision 19/2001 arose largely from the IECEx report to CAB that given the fact that Ex is a heavily regulated field in most countries, ExMC when considering the CAB strategy document felt that use of ITAs and PAS may not be suitable for IECEx (refer item 5 of ExMC(Bern/Secretariat) 09, report on day 1 of ExMC Bern meeting).

This matter was briefly discussed during the CAB meeting with a decision taken that use of ITAs and PAS are not to be forced onto the IEC Schemes.

CAB Decision 20/2001

The CAB set up a WG to develop actions to implement the CAB strategy.

WG 6: Strategy implementation 

Membership: 

Mr de Ruvo, secretary IECEE, Mr Agius, secretary IECEx, Mr Kay, secretary IECQ, 

Mr Imgrund (DE), Mr Bakker (NL),Mr Mader (US), 

Convener: Mr Imgrund. 

Task: To co-ordinate all information and input with the parallel groups working on the Strategy document within the schemes and to report to the first 2002 CAB meeting.  Comments received from CAB members on this item as well as those from CAB Decision should be taken into consideration. 

IECEx Secretariat Comments

With the CAB Strategy document now finalised, attention is now drawn to ensuring the implementation of the strategy.  Therefore CAB have formed a WG, which includes each of the Scheme’s Secretaries.  While initially IECEx input will be via the IECEx Officers, ExMC Members will be kept informed of developments and as always, have the opportunity to submit comments to the IECEx Secretariat.

CAB Decision 21/2001

The CAB set up a working group on ‘ marks’. 

WG 7: IEC mark

Membership : CA, FR, NL, DE, US, JP, GB

IECEx, IECEE, IECQ

Convener: Mr Agius (IECEx)

Task: To consider the market relevance, legal and administrative issues (such as ownership and protection) relative to the introduction of an IEC mark. 

To provide a co-ordinated CAB input to CASCO WG 12: Marks of conformity assessment.

To develop a co-ordinated CAB view for IEC management.

IECEx Secretariat Comments:

There was considerable discussion on the subject of Product Marks and the ExMC decision to pursue an IECEx Mark of Conformity.  CAB considered the request by ExMC for CAB to take a coordinating role in the introduction of an IECEx Mark with various opinions being put forward, including questioning the need for an IEC mark, with the views from IECEx being conveyed to CAB and the following specific points being raised:

· IECEx customers and stakeholders are demanding an IECEx Mark 
· Ex is a specialised field for many reasons, especially the fact that Ex involves many disciplines, eg Electrical, Mechanical, Chemical, Combustion and Explosion Technology, etc
· Ex products and installations are generally heavily regulated

· The need to differentiate between Ex and Non Ex products and compliance with Standards with confidence

During the CAB discussions it was also noted that the provision of an IEC Mark is included in the IEC Masterplan. 

In conclusion, CAB agreed to form a WG as outlined in decision 21/2001 above.  As a convenor for this new WG was not immediately forthcoming both the IECEx Secretary and Mr Gryn felt that to ensure progress the IECEx Secretary should assume this role.  In noting the work of ExMC WG 7 (Mr Brenon as Convenor), the IECEx Secretary will need to ensure close liaison between the CAB and ExMC WGs.  

Item 3 -
Agenda item 6 IEC Conformity Assessment Schemes

Documents: CAB/309/MTG, CAB/310/DV, CAB/311/DV

CAB Decision 27/2001

The CAB paid tribute to the dedication and professionalism with which the outgoing chairman of the IECEx, Mr Ian Cleare, discharged his duties as IECEx chairman in the development of the Ex scheme. 

CAB Decision 28/2001

The CAB approved the ExMC nomination of Mr Chris Agius (AU) as Secretary of the ExMC for a further term of office for five years from 2002-01-01 – 2006-12-31.

CAB Decision 29/2001

The CAB approved the ExMC nomination of Mr Heinz Berger (CH) as Treasurer of the ExMC for a further year from 2002-01- 01 to 2002-12-31.

CAB Decision 30/2001

The CAB approved the accounts of the IECEx for 2000. 

CAB Decision 31/2001

The CAB approved the IECEx Budget for 2002
IECEx Secretariat Comments:

Both Mr Gryn and IECEx Secretary paid tribute to the work of Ian Cleare as founding Chairman of the IECEx Scheme.   

Both the IECEx Secretary and Treasurer appointments were confirmed for a further term, as nominated by ExMC, with the Chairman’s report noting the value of the work conducted by both Officers.

In presenting the 2000 accounts the Secretary advised CAB that the previous deficit, incurred at the start of the scheme (due to obtaining legal advice) has now been removed with a surplus of approximately CHF 14’000 at the end of 2000.

Both the 2000 Accounts and 2002 budget were approved by CAB, noting that FR abstained from the vote, questioning whether there would be any significant savings in having the IECEx Secretariat operate from Geneva. In response, the acting IECEx Chairman, Mr Gryn, agreed that IECEx will conduct a cost comparison between operating the IECEx Secretariat from AU and Geneva.

Item 4 - 
Agenda item 6.5 Sales Policy 


Document. CAB/314/DC

CAB Decision 32/2001
The CAB requested that the ExMC consider making its Basic Rules and Rules of Procedure available free (at least on the web) in the interests of promotion, transparency and in alignment with the practices of the IECEE and the IECQ. The CAB agreed that the schemes should be free to set their own sales policy and pricing of all their other publications.
IECEx Secretariat Comments:

During the CAB discussions it was noted that of the 3 Schemes, IECEE, IECQ and IECEx, that IECEx is the only Scheme that still charges for it’s Scheme Rules, publications IECEx 01 and 02.  

In the interest of openness and transparency, CAB have requested that ExMC review it’s policy and make both IECEx 01 and IECEx 02 available free of charge.  Some CAB members also feel that such availability may also assist in the Scheme’s promotion.

The CAB however did agree that all the scheme’s should be permitted to charge for any Operational documents they decide upon, eg IECEx Bulletin, blank ATRs, TGDs and other operational documents.

ExMC will be asked to support this request from CAB.

Item 5 - 
Agenda item 9.2 CAB/ILAC

Document: CAB/317/INF

CAB Decision 34/2001

The CAB requested Mr Gray (AU) to contact representatives of the schemes in order to identify areas where CAB/ILAC collaboration needs to be improved, to initiate a discussion between the CAB and ILAC and to head the CAB delegation in the discussions. 

 IECEx Secretariat Comments:

While there are varying degrees of acceptability amongst the Schemes of national accreditation of the Scheme’s laboratories, CAB agreed on the appointment of Mr Don Gray of AU to facilitate discussions between the IEC Schemes and ILAC.  During discussions CAB were informed that IECEx have provision to use elements of national accreditation within the IECEx Assessment Procedures, however a laboratory maintaining national accreditation is still required to undergo a formal assessment by a 3 member IECEx assessment team who will determine how much of the accreditation can be used, on a case by case basis.  Under IECEx Assessment Procedures, laboratory accreditation can not be used as an alternative to the IECEx assessment process.
Item 6 - 
Agenda item 9.3 CAB/EA/IAF



Document: CAB/291/INF

CAB Decision 35/2001

The CAB asked the chairman of the IECQ to make contact with the representative of EA/IAF to discuss co-operation issues with the CAB.  The existing contact between the IECEE and IAF WG 1 on guidance for ISO/IEC Guide 65 is not affected by the above arrangement.

IECEx Secretariat Comments:

IECQ have sought to contact representatives of EA/IAF to discuss possibilities for co-operation in similar manner to the CAB/ILAC discussions.  This is only preliminary at this stage and ExMC will be advised, as further information becomes available.

Meetings 2002

· Geneva: 2002-04-22

· Beijing: 2002-10-29 (to be confirmed)

IECEx Secretariat Comments

Meeting dates for the 2002 CAB meetings are provided for information.
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