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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

IEC SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS FOR SAFETY OF

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SCHEME)

To Members of:-

Ex Management Committee, ExMC

Ex Testing and Assessment Group, ExTAG

Concepts Proposal for Consideration by ExMC and ExTAG Members, from Working Group WG1 – Revision of IECEx 02 
IECEx 02 - Rules of Procedure of the IEC Scheme for Certification to Standards for Electrical Equipment for Explosive Atmospheres (IECEx Scheme)

Introduction

Document ExMC/122/RM, contained a report from the April 2002 Geneva meeting of IECEx Working Group, WG1, concerning the revision of IECEx Rules and Procedures, as specified in IECEx 02.  This report contained a proposal that would permit all IECEx Accepted Certification Bodies (ACBs) to issue an IECEx Certificate of Conformity (CoC), regardless of whether their national standards were fully aligned with IEC or not.

Such a proposal is considered to be a major change to the current Scheme rules and would require a considerable amount of work by WG1, in terms of drafting revised rules for consideration by ExMC and ExTAG Members.

WG1 feel that at this point in time it is necessary to seek ExMC and ExTAG feedback on the proposal to move immediately to the IECEx Scheme’s full level of participation.    

Therefore, WG1 have prepared this “Concepts Proposal” Document to outline the proposed concepts that would see both the IECEx Transitional and Full levels of participation integrated to facilitate the issuing of an International IECEx Certificate of Conformity while maintaining the existing facility of issuing IECEx Assessment and Test Reports (ATRs).

ExMC and ExTAG Members are requested to consider the proposals, contained in this document, and return the completed Feedback Form to the IECEx Secretariat no later than 21 July 2002. 

No response from any Member will be regarded as no objection to the proposals contained in this document. 
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Feedback Form

Feedback from ExMC and ExTAG Members concerning the proposals contained in document ExMC/123/CD 
Yes.   I agree with the proposal as outlined in document ExMC/123/CD, and support IECEx Working Group WG1’s preparation of a detailed document set of revised rules for consideration by ExMC and ExTAG Members.

A further document with proposed new rules will be issued to ExTAG and ExMC for consideration at a later stage

Yes with Changes.   I agree with the proposal but require modifications (include an outline of the modifications as an attachment)

No.   I do not agree with the with proposal as outlined in document ExMC/123/CD and request that the IECEx Working Group WG1 proceed with the implementation of an IECEx Type Examination Certificate, as detailed in the minutes of the 2001 ExMC Bern meeting (document ExMC/113/RM).

COMMENTS ATTACHED

YES 

NO

Signature:_________________________________________

Name:____________________________________________

Member Body:_____________________________________

ACB/ExTL:________________________________________

Date:_____________________________________________

Please complete and return by 2002 07 21 to:
Mr Chris Agius

Secretary IECEx

	Address:

GPO Box 5420

Sydney NSW 2001-04-24

AUSTRALIA


	Visiting Address:

286 Sussex Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
	Contact Details:

Tel: +61 2 8206 6060

Fax:+61 2 8206 6032

E-mail: chris.agius@qas.com.au
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Background

WG1 was formed by the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC, to consider a review of the IECEx Rules and Procedures.  During the 2001 Bern meeting of the ExMC, WG1 was requested to consider the revision in the following two stages:-

1) Development of Enhanced rules to the transitional phase

2) Proposal for the complete revision of the IECEx 02 Scheme rules and procedures

Refer to 2001 ExMC minutes (ExMC/113/RM) for details.

During the April 2002 WG1 meeting, the Working Group considered a number of issues including:

· Experience gained with the Scheme’s early stage of operation

· The increasing alignment between IEC and National Standards in the Ex field

· The increased demand for the availability of an IECEx Certificate in the market

In conclusion, the WG1 agreed to propose the following action:- 

1. Suspend work on introducing an IECEx Type Examination Certificate

2. Commence work on moving the Scheme to full participation, enabling the issue of an IECEx Certificate of Conformity by all ACBs

Please refer to document ExMC/122/RM, Report of WG1 April 2002 Geneva meeting.

During the WG1 meeting it was acknowledged that WG1 would need to undertake a considerable amount of work in order to propose a revised set of rules for consideration by ExMC and ExTAG.  

According to the IECEx Scheme Basic Rules, IECEx 01, any changes to the IECEx Scheme Rules and Procedures require approval by the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC.  Therefore a further document setting out the proposed amendments to the existing rules, will need to be prepared for consideration by ExMC.

Apart from discussing the impact of such a proposal, the WG1 meeting felt that before conducting any further work it was necessary to obtain the views from IECEx Members (ExMC and ExTAG members) to determine whether there is widespread support among Members.  Therefore, IECEx Members are requested to complete the attached “Feedback Form”.

To assist IECEx Members, WG 1 has prepared this document which an outlines the concepts as proposed by the WG1 meeting.

Proposed Concepts

Results of the changes to the IECEx current rules and procedures, as proposed by the WG1 meeting, are as follows:-

1
Permit all ACBs to issue an IECEx Certificate of Conformity

The focus of the WG1 meeting proposal is the removal of Clause 5.4 of the current IECEx 02 rules and procedures.  This effectively means an end to the transitional phase as we know it.  This then provides the international Ex community with a recognized International Certificate of Conformity that meets all requirements of ISO/IEC Guide 65.

The issuing of an IECEx CoC would also enable access to an IECEx Mark (when available).  For the moment, the immediate needs of industry have been identified as being the availability of an IECEx CoC.

During the April 2002 WG1 meeting it was noted that in some countries, national certificates showing compliance to IEC Standards were being issued with manufacturers and users believing these to be in fact IECEx Certificates.  This misconception posses a serious threat to the credibility of IECEx.

2
Requirements for the issuing of an IECEx CoC

The WG1 meeting felt that the basic structure for the issuing of an IECEx CoC, as currently detailed in IECEx 02 was adequate, as it requires both assessment and test of the Ex product as well as assessment and surveillance of the manufacturer’s quality system, for the manufacture of Ex products listed on the CoC.

The WG 1 proposes to maintain this structure as it aligns with the recognized ISO Type 5 Certification System.

To facilitate this process, WG 1 propose the immediate introduction of an IECEx Quality Assessment Report (QAR), in accordance with the work of IECEx WG 5. Both the IECEx ATR and IECEx QAR would need to be satisfactorily completed prior to the issuing of an IECEx CoC.

3
Future role of an IECEx ATR   

The WG 1 meeting further proposes that an IECEx Assessment and Test Report (ATR) would only be issued to the applicant as part of the complete package of 

· IECEx CoC

· ATR

· QAR

The purpose of issuing an ATR with an CoC is to have the ACB carry out an endorsement of the ATR. However, once issued it could be used to assist in gaining National Certification in countries that still required such.

Similarly, the QAR would only be issued as part of the overall package, however may also be used to assist in gaining National Certification.

4
International Register and database

The proposal includes the availability of an international database and central register for IECEx CoCs, ATRs and QARs.  Only the full details of CoCs would be publicly available.  For ATRs and QARs, select information such as manufacturer, products, Standards and issuing ACB would be available, noting the commercial sensitive information that is contained within such reports.

5
Outline of pathway for a manufacturer to receive an IECEx CoC

The following is an outline of the process for the issuing of an IECEx CoC, as proposed by the WG1 meeting proposal.  This is also illustrated in Annex A.

	Step
	Process

	
	

	1
	Applicant submits an application to an IECEx ACB 1

	
	

	2
	ACB 1 arranges for the testing and assessment of sample(s) by its associated ExTL and the preparation of an ATR

	
	

	3
	ACB 1 conducts an assessment of the manufacturer’s quality system, or alternatively arranges for another IECEx ACB to conduct the assessment.

	
	

	4
	ACB 1 reviews the ATR and QAR (if issued by another ACB)

	
	

	5
	ACB 1 issues an IECEx CoC, ATR and QAR to the applicant

	
	

	6
	Copies of the CoC and details of ATR and QAR are submitted to the IECEx Secretariat for inclusion on an International register/databse

	
	

	7
	Manufacturer offers product for sale as certified under the IECEx Scheme

	
	

	7A
	Where national certification is required, the manufacturer uses the ATR and QAR for acceptance by an ACB or National Body in their process of issuing national certification 

	
	

	8
	ACB 1 maintains surveillance of manufacturer by either conducting the factory inspections/audits itself or may arrange for another ACB to conduct on its behalf.  (to cater for situations where the manufactuer is located in a different country to the issuing ACB)



ACB 1 issues 3 Documents





Work Performed/Coordinated by ACB 1





QAR may be Submitted to an ACB


Or National Certifying Body for


Issuing of National Certificate








Alternate path where National Certificates are still required














ATR may be Submitted to an ACB or National Certifying Body for issuing of National Certificate





Ex Product Supplied to customer





QAR Issued





ATR Issued





IECEx CoC Issued by ACB





QAR Prepared





ATR Prepared





Testing and assessment of Product by ExTL working with ACB 1





Quality Assessment of Manufacturer by ACB 1 or other ACB





IECEx Accepted Certification Body 





APPLICANT















































Annex A


Overview of Proposal
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