ExMC/33/CD

SEV Proposal

page 3 of 4

page  

IECEx

Secretariat

ExMC/33/CD

2000 03

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

IEC SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS FOR SAFETY OF

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SCHEME)

Ex Management Committee (ExMC)

IECEx Operational Matters - Proposals from SEV, Switzerland

Introduction
Items to be put on the agenda upon request of Switzerland

1) Definition of conditions for issuing and acceptance of documents (certificates, test reports, assessment reports) during IECEx start‑up and transitional period 

Reason: Switzerland is of the opinion that one main aim of the Sydney 1999 ExMC meeting shall result in knowing exactly the conditions for issuing and accepting of IECEx documents and subcontracting of IECEx activities, this means define them in a binding way for all finally accepted ACB’s/ExTL’s, and the schedule during the start-up and transitional period. 

These information shall allow all ACB’s/ExTL’s to inform their client unambiguously about: 

1. Benefits, such as reduction of costs and gain in time for approval/certification (time-to-market).

This can be only achieved when each ACB/ExTL exactly know the conditions for issuing and accepting documents as listed below under points 2) and 3).

2. ACB/ExTL issuing documents: Conditions for issuing certificates, test reports and/or assessment reports at least during the start‑up and transitional period.

Especially to what extent the assessment of the quality plan requirements for manufacturers (see document ExMC/27/CD) are mandatory shall be defined precisely. 

3. ACB/ExTL accepting documents: Conditions for acceptance of certificates, test reports and/or assessment reports at least during the start‑up and transitional period and for subcontracting of IECEx activities to the body having issued the IECEx documents (CoC) such as production surveillance (assessment of the quality system/quality plan).

Especially it has to be defined to which extent the acceptance of documents is mandatory for an ACB/ExTL within a certain handling time (e.g. 30 days) and what the ACB/ExTL is allowed to request in addition to cover/test national differences of technical and/or administrative nature of the approval/certification procedures. 

Such questions include the problem of delivery of samples to the accepting ACB/ExTL for retesting, technical verification and/or filing.

Proposal Switzerland: 
To define, based on the possibilities as listed in the matrix enclosed (annex 1), the conditions for issuing and accepting of IECEx documents and subcontracting of IECEx activities and the time period of the application of the individual conditions. 

2) Documentation

Reason: Will be given orally upon request.

Proposal Switzerland: 
The secretary shall issue on a regular basis, at least at the end of each year, a list of all documents to which a number has been allocated and which have been distributed.

The list shall include:

· time period covered by the list (ex. 1999-01-01 till 1999-06-30)

· reference number (ex. ExMC/.../...)

· date of issue or distribution

· title and/or content

· receivers, if the document was not distributed to all participants (ex. for CAB only)

Conditions for issuing and accepting of IECEx documents and subcontracting of IECEx activities that have to be followed by ACB’s and ExTL’s during the start-up and transitional period 

(based on document ExCC/23/FDIS; introduction and clause 10)


possibility 1
possibility 2
possibility 3
possibility 4

preference

TESTING, issuing ACB/ExTL







ð
Issuing ATR + ExTC (Ex Type Certificate)   1)
Y
Y
Y
Y



ð
Testing of national differences 
Y
Y
Y
Y



TESTING, accepting ACB/ExTL







ð
Accepting of ART + ExTC
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)



ð
Accepting testing of national differences
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)











CERTIFICATION   2) , issuing ACB







ð
Issuing ATR + CoC   3)
N
Y 6)
Y  6)
Y  6)



CERTIFICATION   2) , accepting ACB







ð
Accepting ATR + CoC
N
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)



ð
Accepting QPAR  4), based on bilateral agreements
N
N
Y
N



ð
Accepting QPAR 4)  madatory if acting in the scheme as issuing ACB
N
N
N
Y (=> M)











SUBCONTRACTING OF QUALITY PLAN ASSESSMENT, accepting /i ssuing
ACB  5)






ð
Subcontracting based on bilateral agreements
--
--
Y
N



ð
Subcontracting mandatory if acting in the scheme as issuing ACB
--
--
N
Y (=> M)











GRANTING OF MARKS OF CONFORMITY, issuing ACB







ð
Grating of own/national mark, upon application
--
V
V
V



ð
Grating of own/national mark, as precondition to issue ATR + CoC
--
N
Y
N



ð
Grating of common IECEx mark when issuing ATR + CoC
N
N
Y
Y



GRANTING OF MARKS OF CONFORMITY, accepting ACB







ð
Acceptance of IECEx documents for grating of own/national mark
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)
Y (=> M)



Abbreviations

Y: YES;     N: NO;     => M: Acceptance/Subcontracting MANDATORY;     V: Granting VOLUNTARY     --: not yet in scope of IECEx scheme

Explanations:

1) System no. 1, according to definition in ”ISO – Certification and related activities”, 1992,  ISBN 92-67-10176-5: Equivalent to CB scheme (CB Test Certificate)

2) Certification based on testing and assessment of the quality system/quality plan (=> production surveillance)

3) System no. 5 according to definition in ”ISO – Certification and related activities”, 1992,  ISBN 92-67-10176-5: Equivalent to CB-FCS scheme (CAC, Conformity Assessment Certificate)

4) Quality plan assessment reports (QPAR)

5) Two cases of subcontracting may occur: 

· Subcontracting by the accepting ACB to the issuing ACB or the ACB or the country of the factory location

· Subcontracting by the issuing ACB to the ACB of the country of the factory location

Comment:

6) According to the IECEx scheme an ACB can not become an Issuing ACB as long as the relevant national standards are not identical to the IEC standards and the IECEx documents (CoC) are not treated as equivalent to national certification. Therefore further possibilities may be derived when changing Y to N in possibilities 2 to 4. 


Nevertheless Switzerland is of the opinion that above listed conditions won’t be reached within reasonable time (because of governmental regulations generally not taking into account private certification activities) and there will be hardly any bodies entering the full scheme and being in a position to issue CoC.

Therefore, to get the IECEx scheme of the ground, Switzerland is of the opinion that the IECEx members should follow a pragmatic approach. Such an approach shall include that ACB’s can become issuing and accepting ACB’s for CoC and ATR as well as QPAR in the transitional period (before entering the full IECEx scheme).

Proposal Switzerland: 

During the start-up and despite of any declared national transitional period (for justification see comment above), the following conditions shall apply for the accepted ACB’s and ExTL: 

· 2001-2002 (2 year period): Possibility 1

· 2003-2004 (2 year period): Possibility 2

· 2005-2009 (5 year period): Possibility 3

· after 2010: Possibility 4

page  
ExMC/33/CD

Page 1 of 4

