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ExTAG DECISIONS LIST
1. Opening and Welcome, ExTAG Chairman, Professor XU Jianping
 
The meeting commenced at 02.00 p.m. on 18th September 2018. 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

Decision 2018/01
Members approved the Draft Agenda of the 20th ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/517C/DA with the following additions:
· Agenda Item 9.11: ExTAG/535A/CD
· Agenda Item 5.1: ExTAG(Cannes/PTB)03 – Proposal from PTB

3.
Report of the ExTAG Washington Meeting 26th September 2017
3.1 
Report of the last meeting held in Washington 26th September 2017, and subsequent action items from the meeting.  


Decision 2018/02 

Members accepted the report from the last ExTAG 2017 Meeting held in Washington DC as circulated as ExTAG/512/R and ExTAG/488/DL noting the correction to ExTAG/512/R Item 7.9 to show WG37 and not WG27
3.2
Report of the action items by the ExTAG Chairman on the ExTAG 2017 Washington Meeting.
Decision 2018/03 

Members accepted, without comments or questions, the report from the ExTAG Chairman on the Action Items from the 2017 ExTAG Meeting as circulated as ExTAG/533/R. 
3.3
Report on 2018 ExTAG Cannes Training Workshop, held Tuesday 18th 
September 2018 

Decision 2018/04 

Members accepted the summary report from the ExTAG Chairman and ExTAG Secretary on the main points from the 2018 ExTAG Training Workshop according to its Program contained in ExTAG/516/Inf and noted that copies of the workshop presentations are available at https://www.iecex.com/meeting-and-events/2018-annual-meetings-of-the-iecex-system-cannes-france/meeting-documents/presentations/ 
4
IECEx Equipment Scheme - Overview
4.1 
Membership

4.2
Statistics

4.3
IECEx Website and related

Decision 2018/05

Members accepted the report from the IECEx Secretariat on an overview of the IECEx System’s activities since the last meeting in 2017 as detailed in the 2018 IECEx Report Card (as circulated to ExMC Members as ExMC/1386/R).
5 
Technical Items for general discussion within ExTAG

5.1
Intrinsic Safety – Spark Assessment for the combination of resistive, 
capacitive and inductive Parameters. 

Decision 2018/06

Members considered 
· the Discussion Paper circulated as ExTAG/522/CD and 
· a proposal  from PTB (as tabled as ExTAG(Cannes/PTB)03) 
· comments by Mr Cameron (MT 60079-11 Convenor) regarding ExTAG/522/CD in the context of the PTB proposal.
And agreed to the following:-

a) Testsafe be offered the opportunity to revise and resubmit (as per IECEx OD 035 processes) the draft Decision Sheet in view of today’s discussion so that consistency of understanding and application of IEC 60079-11 among ExTLs and ExCB is improved; and 
b) MT60079-11 be requested to consider this further with the objective of providing clearer guidance via the planned revision of Annex A.
5.2
Calibration of Humidity Chambers and ExTAG Questionnaire.

Decision 2018/07
Members considered the results of a questionnaire (ExTAG/510/Q) sent to ExTAG Members as reported by Mr Sinclair and also noted current work within IECEE Committee of Test Labs (CTL) on this subject as reported by Ms Holdredge during the 2018 ExTAG Training Session. The meeting agreed to:

a) Consider further work from the IECEE Working Group on Metrology, once completed; and also
b)  agreed to support the drafting of an ExTAG Decision Sheet (according to IECEx OD 035) by Mr Sinclair as an interim measure until the work in IECEE is finalised.

5.3
Construction requirements for flameproof enclosures with an internal 
source of release (containment system)
Decision 2018/08
Members considered a concern over Construction requirements for flameproof enclosures with an internal source of release (containment system) raised by FM Approvals LLC, noting that this topic is also under discussion within IEC MT 60079-1 and discussed a Draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/523/CD. In noting the comments of the IEC TC31 Chairman, it was agreed to request FM to submit a revised draft Decision Sheet for consideration in accordance with OD 035 procedure.
5.4
Use of new IEC Standard IEC 62784 - Vacuum cleaners and dust extractors 
providing equipment protection level Dc for the collection of combustible 
dusts – Particular requirements

Decision 2018/09

Members accepted a report from IEC TC31 Chairman on the status concerning TC 61 and TC 31 maintenance of the new Standard that included the following items of progress:

· Following a meeting of a number of IEC SMB members it was agreed to recommend to IEC SMB that the maintenance of this standard fall under the responsibility of IEC TC31.   

· More recently, IEC TC31 Chair and IEC TC31 Technical Officer met with IEC TC61 Chair and it was agreed that the SC61J work on IEC 62784 will be “moved” to IEC TC31 and IEC SC31J as an authorised Committee with the Convenor appointed by IEC TC61.

Decision 2018/10

And agreed to the following for submission to ExMC:-

1) Await publication of the new amendment to IEC 62784

2) Await additional advice from the TC 31 Chair on his consulting with the SC 61J Chair and Dust Convener on the capabilities needed to assess/test to this standard

3) Once published that the Executive determine the requirements for handling scope extension applications from ExTLs and ExCBs seeking to add this new Standard in their scope

4) ExTAG WG1 be asked to finalise the blank ExTR form

6.1
Co-operation between IECEx Bodies – CLOSED SESSION
Decision 2018/11
Members noted their obligations according to IECEx Scheme Rules and that there is an expectation that all ExCBs communicate amongst each other and that all enquiries from the market are responded to in a timely manner.
6.2

Response to and assistance to be provided by ExCBs to the market when 
IECEx CoCs they issue are questioned

Decision 2018/12
Members noted that IECEx CoCs should always be clear in the equipment they cover, e.g. type of equipment, model designators and any permitted accessories, there may be times when an end user, inspector or regulator may seek clarification or additional information from ExCBs.  Members unanimously accepted the approach of the IECEx Secretariat to recommend that enquiries about IECEx Certificates be directed to the issuing ExCB in the first instance.
6.3
Operating to IECEx Rules and Operational Documents  

While no formal decision was recorded for this item the minutes will capture the following suggestions for ideas for improvements of IECEx Publications access, clarity, translations etc

Including …

· Catalogue of publications

· Document map as per IECQ publications presentation method

· Keyword search capability

· Notification / subscription sign-on service

6.4
Maintenance of QARs

Decision 2018/13
Members noted their ExCB responsibilities regarding the need to maintain surveillance audit schedule within the requirements of IECEx 02 rules and OD 009, ExTAG/164/Inf and ExTAG/245A/Inf.

Decision 2018/14
Members discussed the subject of CoCs linked to out of date QARs, as raised by UL International DEMKO A/S, and associated aspects of co-operation and use by ExCBs of QARs issued by ExCBs other than the CoC issuing ExCB. It was then agreed that ExMC WG1 be requested to review IECEx Rules with a view to developing a means of including the ExCB responsible for issuing the QAR to be included in the responsibility, along with the ExCB that issued the CoC, for the timely planning of surveillance audits of manufacturers.  
6.5
Management of Suspended Certificates

Decision 2018/15
Members noted the publication of new Operational Document OD 209 regarding Suspension and Cancellation of IECEx Certificates of Conformity and confirmed that those present have incorporated this publication in their internal processes.
6.6
Application of Clause 10.5.3 of IEC 60079-11 to Battery Packs comprising 
multiple Batteries as defined in IEC 60079-0. 
Decision 2018/16
Members considered a Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet (as circulated as ExTAG/520/CD), prepared by TestSafe on Cell or Battery testing for type of protection “ib” along with a ppt presentation from BKI, in response to a difference in opinion between two ExCBs concerning the application of Clause 10.5.3 of IEC 60079-11 and agreed to

a) to request TC31 WG37 to consider the preparation of an Interpretation Sheet, 
b) that Testsafe be given an opportunity to continue development of a draft IECEx Decision Sheet for consideration as per IECEx OD 035, and 
c) that a summary of the BKI position / methodology be provided to ExTAG members for additional consideration over a six week period. (issued as ExTAG(Cannes/BKI)05)
Members also confirmed that, at this time, they understood the approach taken by BKI  but did not necessarily support nor object to the approach taken by BKI when issuing IECEx Certificates on equipment that has formed the basis of the concerns raised by TestSafe and look forward to further clarification from TC 31 work on Standards in this area.
6.7
Risk of ignition from lithium batteries

Decision 2018/17
Members noted discussions during the 2017 ExTAG meeting and work underway within TC 31 WG37 on this matter and in considering the need for an ExTAG Decision Sheet agreed that Mr Kelly and Dr Zalogin be requested to prepare a draft ExTAG Decision Sheet in consultation with IEC TC31 WG 37.
6.8
Document requests from Issuing ExCBs by Receiving ExCBs

While not recording a formal decision, the meeting did consider the comments of Mr Kelly on the situation of receiving ExCBs requesting copies of all documents referenced in the ExTR Package and noted that in general most of the documentation required by an ExCB would be given by the manufacturer at the application stage but that a receiving ExCB does have the right to call for referenced information BUT is not to embark on a complete re-assessment/re-test without first contacting the ExTR issuing body to seek clarification, according to 10.1 of IECEx 02.
6.9
Index of ExTAG Decision Sheets
While not recording a formal decision, the meeting did request the Secretariat to undertake a review of the order in which ExTR blanks appear on the IECEx Website.
Nil
6.10
Other Matters
Nil
7         ExTAG Working Group Status - Review

7.1
ExTAG WG 01, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRs 
 
Decision 2018/18
Members noted the report (as circulated as ExTAG/526/R) from ExTAG WG 01 presented by the Convenor, Mr Paul Kelly, regarding the creation, revision and update of Ex Test Report templates to be used in the IECEx System. The ExMC secretary asked that thanks be extended to the Working Group and, also, to UL LLC for their tremendous efforts in maintaining the ExTRs. The Secretary added the meeting’s support for the direction being taken by the WG and the inclusion of the DS within the ExTRs. 

Decision 2018/19
Members agreed that the IECEx Executive consider the proposal from ExTAG WG1 regarding the definition or clarification of document ownership as part of their development of an OD on IECEx Document Management.
7.2
ExTAG WG 03 Documentation and Drawing Requirements
Decision 2018/20
Members accepted the report from ExTAG WG 03 Convenor, Mr Ron Webb as circulated as ExTAG/525/R regarding the maintenance of IECEx OD 017 and thanked them for their work.   It was also agreed that an opportunity be provided for a further one month period for any final comments to the Convenor, with the Convenor to determine a final version to be submitted to the ExMC for approval by correspondence to publish.
7.3 
ExTAG WG 06 Rules of procedures for Testing at Other Locations

Decision 2018/21
Members accepted the report from ExTAG WG06 and after considering a proposed revision of IECEx OD 024 as circulated to ExMC member as ExMC/1411/CD, agreed to support the proposed revision (with minor edits to be proposed by Mr Ludlam and Mr Lankamp) when considered at the 2018 ExMC Meeting.   Members also registered their expectation that ExTAG WG 06 continue to work to improve this publication, with the IECEx Executive Secretary to continue in the role as Acting Convenor.
7.4
ExTAG WG 10 Proficiency Testing
Decision 2018/22
Members accepted the ExTAG WG10 report from the convenor, Mr. Tim Krause of PTB as circulated as ExTAG/527/R and his presentation ExTAG(Cannes/WG10)06 and agreed to propose to ExMC that ExTAG WG 10 conduct a revision of OD 202 taking into account current feedback and the DE proposal to ExMC, ExMC(Cannes/DE)02
 

7.5
ExTAG WG 14 Certification of Ex Equipment Assemblies, IEC TS 60079-46

Decision 2018/23
Members accepted a report on ExTAG WG 14, ExTAG/532/R (formed during the 2017 ExTAG meeting) by the convenor, Mr Paul Kelly. Members then agreed that the matter concerning withdrawal of DS2015/001A be referred to the ExMC for a final decision, with the meeting favouring option Q2 from ExTAG/532/R.
8 
ExTAG Decision Sheets – Current Status

8.1 
To note the current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets
Decision 2018/24
Members noted the list of current ExTAG Decision Sheets available @ https://www.iecex.com/publications/extag-decision-sheets/  
8.2 
To re-confirm the following Decision Sheets, now falling under the 

5 year review
Decision 2018/25
Members reconfirmed the following list of Decisions Sheets under the 5 year reconfirmation maintenance procedures.  Members agreed that, even though PTB as the Proficiency Testing Program provider is preparing Best Practice Sheets, we need to continue to prepare and publish Decision Sheets according to IECEx OD 035 on matters arising from the IECEx Proficiency Testing Program in the interests of transparency of these and access to these (e.g. by potential applicant ExTLs).
Members also agreed that there is a need for reviewing and any subsequent actions (reconfirmation, revision or withdrawal) on Decision Sheets where later Editions of referenced Standards have been published.
	Number 
	Clause/Subject
	Standard No.
	Issue date

	DS 2013/006 
	Evaluation of stator windings & insulation system
	IEC 60079-19:2010
	01 December 2013

	DS 2013/005
	Production control of non-metallic seal material for Sealed devices 


	IEC 60079-15: Ed.4 2010

IEC 60079-15: Ed.5 2005 

ISO/IEC 80079-34: Ed.1 2011


	01 July 2013

	DS 2013/004A 
	Series of Devices consisting of both “components” and “equipment”
	IEC 60079-0 Edition 4 IEC 60079-0 Edition 5 IEC  60079-0 Edition 6.
	01 June 2013

	DS 2013/003
	Recommendation to improve the effectiveness of the determination of explosion pressure.


	IEC 60079-1 Edition 6 IEC  60079-1 Edition 5
	01 June 2013

	DS 2013/002 
	Recommendations for performing spark ignition tests with spark test apparatus (STA).
	
	01 June 2013

	DS 2013/001
	Temperature measurement of cable entry point and branching point temperatures on electrical rotating machines.
	
	Withdrawn and replaced by DS 2018/002


8. 3 
Review of process for the preparation and approval of Decision Sheets.
Decision 2018/26
Members noted the publication of Edition 2.1 of IECEx OD 035 and after considering further amendments to OD 035 as circulated as ExTAG/490B/CD and supported by ExTAG/505/CC agreed to recommend that ExMC approve publication with the additional change proposed by this ExTAG Meeting to reword item 5 b) to read as follows:
b) Draft DS with the Compilation of comments shall proceed for publication but also listed for noting and any discussion at the next ExTAG meeting;

9 
ExTAG Proposed Decision Sheets in progress

9.1   
Revision to Decision Sheet DS 2012/005 - Inclusion of an IP rating as part of the marking and certificate 

Decision 2018/27
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/406B/CD and agreed to proceed to publication.  Members also agreed that this does not necessitate an immediate revision of existing IECEx Certificates and also to consider approaches in IECEE.
9.2
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Creepage distance and Clearance of non-sparking ballasts 

Decision 2018/28
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/462A/CD and supported by ExTAG/528/CC and then agreed to proceed to publication.
9.3  
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Spark ignition test with a super capacitor 
test according to IEC 60079-11


Decision 2018/29
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/478B/CD and supported by ExTAG/514/CC and then agreed to proceed to publication, noting that IEC TC 31 WG 37 also have the task to consider Supercapacitors .
9.4 
Draft Decision Sheet - Modular concept for electrical Ex Equipment

Decision 2018/30
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/499A/CD and supported by ExTAG/529/CC and did not support publication at this time.  Members also agreed to invite PTB to further develop this draft Decision Sheet (noting the existence of IECEx OD 034).
Members also agreed to establish an ad hoc WG under the convenorship of Dr Detlev of PTB to consider the development of an IECEx Operational Document on this topic with the following Members.

Dr Detlev – PTB (Convener)

Thierry Houiex, INERIS

Lucy Qiao, National Supervision and Inspection Centre for Explosion Protection and 

      Safety of Instrumentation (NEPSI)
Francesco Esposito, Engineering & Compliance S.r.l.
Mike Slowinski, UL LLC
Karel Neleman, Bartec

Harald Zelm, Primara Test and Certification GmbH
Guenter Gabriel, Pepperl+Fuchs GmbH 

 Richard Schuller, DEKRA Certification B.V.
9.5 
Draft Decision Sheet – CoCs for Ex Equipment against performance 
standards

Decision 2018/31
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/500/CD and supported by ExTAG/530/CC and then agreed to refer this matter to the ExMC and that the Decision Sheet not proceed to publication at this time.
9.6
 Draft Decision Sheet – Application of IEC 60079-28 (Replacement of 
previous draft DS 2017/003A)

Decision 2018/32
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet (circulated as ExTAG/502A/CD and supported by ExTAG/524/CC), ExMC/1406/CD and comments received today from Bill Lawrence on ExTAG/502A/CD then agreed to 
1. proceed to publication of the Decision Sheet  circulated as a draft but changing “optical ignition source” to “optical radiation source” in the question;

2. advise ExMC that ExTAG have varying views on ExMC/1406/CD and hence suggest that this be referred to ExMC WG1 for consideration;  and
3. at a later date, consider Mr Lawrence’s comments as the basis for subsequent revision of the Decision Sheet.
9.7 

Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Application of requirement for material remaining under a blind hole in flameproof enclosures

Decision 2018/33
Members considered the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/487A/CD and supported by ExTAG/521/CC and then agreed to proceed to publication.   Members also agreed that the Secretariat forward the MASC comments (ExTAG/521/CC, which contains diagrams) to the MT 60079-1 for consideration.
9.8 

Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Non-closely coupled single packaged opto-isolators
Decision 2018/34
Members noted the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/531/CD and that this is being circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035 and that at this point in time the ExTAG meeting noted a comment that perhaps an ISH (Interpretation Sheet) issued via TC31 may be a better option but that this remark could be submitted with other comments.  Agreed to await the 6 week comment period.  

9.9 
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Assessment of change to standard for 
certificate up-issue

Decision 2018/35
Members noted the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/456B/CD and that this is being circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035 and that at this point in time the ExTAG meeting did not have any additional remarks.  Agreed to await the 6 week comment period.

9.10 
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Measurement of Pressure of several 
intercommunicating compartments in Ex d products.

Decision 2018/36
Members noted the draft Decision Sheet as circulated as ExTAG/534/CD and that this is being circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035, and that, at this point in time, the ExTAG meeting noted a comment that a DS should not mention or make reference to “design assistance for manufacturers” but agreed to leave this to the comment period.  Agreed to await the 6 week comment period.

9.11
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Undercut of 
internal metric threads in Ex d enclosure.
Decision 2018/37
Members noted the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/535/CD and that this is being circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035 and that at this point in time the ExTAG meeting noted the following as immediate issues raised:

· While possibly a suitable DS a reference to cable gland requirements of IEC 60079-0 maybe useful

· A check against requirements of Cl 5.3 of IEC 60079-1 maybe necessary to ensure no conflict

· The use of cemented joints could be an issue

In noting all these and others can be raised during the 6 week comment period, agreed 
to await the comment period.

9.12 
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet - Suffix “X” and “U” to the certificate.

Decision 2018/38
Members noted the draft Decision Sheet circulated as ExTAG/536/CD and that this is being circulated for a 6 week comment period according to OD 035 and that at this point in time the ExTAG meeting noted a remark that one of the Members did not agree with the Draft DS and another that raised concerns however agreed to await the 6 week comment period according to OD 035
10
New topics 

Decision 2018/39
In consideration of topics for inclusion in the 2019 ExTAG Training Workshop and meetings the following were items were raised:

· Preparation of IECEx Certificates and the management of QAR Validity

· Intrinsic Safety assessments

· Assessment and consideration of Ex equipment containing Batteries
11       Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review

Decision 2018/40
Members accepted a verbal report from the IECEx Secretary as an update on 
· Opportunities for cooperation with OIML. Noting OIML will attend the ExMC Meeting
· Ongoing IEC/ILAC/IAF cooperation.

12
Matters for proposal to ExMC


Nil other than those already covered on the ExMC Agenda
13 
Other Business

While there was no other general business, the ExTAG Secretary took the opportunity to remind ExCBs and ExTLs of the need to submit Form ExMC/251B/Q when seeking scope extension to add latest editions to Standards, including where an Amendment has been published, for example IEC 60079-7: 2017 Ed.5.1. 
14
Confirmation of next meeting, year and place

Decision 2018/41 
Members agreed that the ExTAG will meet in conjunction with the ExMC in 2019 and noted the invitation received from the United Arab Emirates. This will be discussed at the ExMC meeting later this week.

15 
Close of Meeting @ 1725
In closing the meeting the Chair thanked the FR National Committee and its sponsors for a very well organised and supported ExTAG meeting and, also, to the Delegates for their active contribution.
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