[image: image1.jpg]


 













   
     ExMC/342/DL 
September 2006

Referenced Agenda ExMC/331A/DA

Page 1 of 10

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

IEC SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SCHEME)

ExMC – IECEx Management Committee

List of Decisions

[image: image1.jpg] 

Introduction

This document contains a list of Decisions from Day 1 and Day 2 of the 2006 Meeting of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC, held in Shanghai China on 7th and 8th September 2006.

Please that that the Day 1 ExMC meeting decisions were confirmed via Decision 2006/17 during Day 2 of the Meeting. 

Concerning the Day 2 Decisions, these have been recorded by Secretariat and in consultation with the IECEx Chairman. 

As per usual practice we will be issuing a more detailed and formal set of minutes in due course.

On behalf of the IECEx Chairman and Officers, I would extend our sincere appreciation for your support, assistance and participation during the meetings. 

Chris Agius

Secretary ExMC
	Address:

Level 7

286 Sussex Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
	Tel:  +61 2 8206 6940

Fax: +61 2 8206 6272

Email: chris.agius@iecex.com
Web: www.iecex.com 


DECISION LIST

The Chairman, Dr Klausmeyer declared the meeting open at 9.10 am welcoming Delegates. 

Mr Xie welcomed delegates to the 10th Meeting of IECEx on behalf of CNCA. He extended a special welcome to all officers, delegates and observers.

Mr Xie feels the rules as set by the IECEx Scheme ensures free flow of trade while ensuring a high level of safety.

Finally Mr Xie wished the meeting good success and a pleasant stay in Shanghai

The Chairman thanked Mr Xie for the excellent host facilities.

Apologies noted from 

Mr Dave Chirdon US, MSHA

Mr Sinclair (GB) and  

Reuben Harokave, from (PNG)

Report of ExMC Day 1 Decisions:

Agenda Item 2 - Approval of the Agenda

Decision 2006/01 

The Meeting approved the Draft Agenda (ExMC/331A/DA)

Agenda Item 3.2 – Action List

Decision 2006/02
The meeting accepted a report on the actions arising from the Buxton 2005 Meeting, agreeing to carry forward Action item 22 from the   

ExMC/302A/RM Buxton Confirmed Minutes:
To form a new Working Group to determine various forms of membership. 
Agenda Item 4.2.3 Restriction of Hazardous Substances
Decision 2006/03

The Meeting agreed to reconfirm ExMC/300/Inf - Decision 2005/07, Restriction of Hazardous substance, taken during the Buxton 2005 Meeting, noting the concern that there shall not be competing services offered within IEC Schemes.  
Agenda Item 4.2.4 ISO/IEC Guide 65 Revision

Decision 2006/04
The meeting agreed to form the following panel/WG to assist with the review of Guide 65, to be undertaken within ISO CASCO:


J Munro TC 31 Chairman


H Berger – IECEx Treasurer



Zhang Wei, CN


J Gryn – CA


D Stubbings - GB


R Sinclair - GB


A Wass - GB

The Secretary shall coordinate this work.

Agenda Item 5 IECEx Officers

Decision 2006/05

The meeting confirmed the nomination of Mr Chris Agius for CAB approval to serve a further term as IECEx Secretariat.

Agenda Item 6.2 New Country Membership

Decision 2006/06
The meeting noted with pleasure the acceptance, via correspondence of India as a new Member Country of the IECEx Scheme, noting an address from Mr Bahtia on behalf of his Director General, Mr S. P. Sharma.

Decision 2006/07
Following discussion on possible new members, the meeting called upon the Secretary to examine areas of SE Asia that may be potential new members with AU willing to assist.

Agenda Item 6.4.2.1 Fyzikálně technický zkušební ústav (Physical Technical Testing Institute – FTZU, of the Czech Republic)

Decision 2006/08

Following the issuing of Assessment Reports ExMC/323/DV (ExCB) and ExMC/324/DV (ExTL) , the meeting agreed to the acceptance of FTZU as an accepted Ex Certification Body and ExTL within the IECEx Scheme

Agenda Item 6.4.2.2 + 6.4.2.3  
Decision 2006/09

After some discussion, the meeting agreed that the following Reports be submitted for voting via correspondence to allow further time for consultation at the National level:-

a) TÜV Rheinland Industries Assessment Reports ExMC/333/DV (ExCB) and ExMC/334/DV (ExTL)

b) TÜV SÜD Product Service GmbH as an IECEx Certification Body (ExCB) and TÜV SÜD Automotive GmbH as an IECEx Test Laboratory (ExTL)

Agenda Item 6.5.2 Application from KGS for extension to scope
Decision 2006/10

The meeting approved an extension of scope for KGS detailed in reports ExMC/338/DV (ExCB) and ExMC/339/DV (ExTL)

Decision 2006/11
Separate to the discussion on acceptance of the KGS scope extension, the meeting agreed to ask WG2 to consider the issue of subcategories within Ex protection concepts when reviewing the TGDs  

Agenda Item 7.2 WG2 Development of Technical Guidance Documents–Decision 2006/12
The meeting noted with thanks a report from the Convenor of WG2, Mr Cleare, detailed in ExMC/321/R. The meeting expressed its regret that Mr Cleare could no longer continue as Convenor and expressed its sincere thanks to Mr Cleare for the work done. The meeting accepted the nomination from GB, Mr Phil Carpenter from EEMUA as the new WG2 Convenor.  In accepting this nomination called upon Mr Alan Ogden, GB, to assist Mr Carpenter.

Agenda Item 7 ExCB and ExTL Assessments

Decision 2006/13

The meeting agreed that a vote via correspondence on the implementation of the new edition of 17025 be held via correspondence and that this be expedited.

Agenda Item 9.1 Report form WG10 – Certified Service Facilities Program

Decision 2006/14
1. The meeting accepted the WG10 Report and its recommendations, including the retention of WG 10 as an expert consultative forum for the new program, noting the DE offer to conduct an editorial review of the ODs to convert “should” to “shall” as appropriate.

2. At this early stage of the new program there shall be no application fees for existing ExCBs when seeking an extension of scope to enter this new program 

Agenda Item 10.1 Professional Indemnity Insurance

Decision 2006/15

Following extensive discussion the meeting resolved to withdraw this item and document ExMC/328/CD and defer for discussion at the next Officers meeting scheduled for 28 September 2006 in Berlin.

Agenda Item 10.2 Comments from Germany

Decision 2006/16

In discussing both the German Comments in ExMC/327/CD and French comments in ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)03 the meeting noted the following points:-

· Intergovernmental acceptance of IECEx

· The need to ensure that any manufacturers testing must be under the control of an ExTL

· Reciprocity

· The issues surrounding sub-contracting

· Updating of IECEx Scheme Operational Documents

And agreed to defer further discussion to “Other Business” to await a presentation from AU.

The meeting adjourned at 5.00pm on Day 1.

Report of ExMC Day 2 Decisions:
Decision 2006/17

The meeting confirmed the recorded decisions of Day 1, ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)06 as presented by the Secretary. 

Agenda Item 10.3 Report from WG4 – Assessor Working Group

Decision 2006/18
In noting the WG4 Reports and recommendations, ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)04 + ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)05 the meeting resolved to request WG4 to review the recommendations and current IECEx Documents, eg OD 003 in light of the comments raised during the discussions such as:

· Review of Key requirements to make these stronger

· More clarity in the way Assessors may be appointed

· Highlighting the need for Assessor availability

· Ensure that on-going training is clear to reflect current Scheme practises

Agenda Item 10.4 WG12 Report – Ex Competencies

Decision 2006/19
The meeting reviewed the WG4 report, ExMC/319/R and results of the Survey of Members, ExMC/320/CC and received a power point presentation from the WG12 Convener.  Following extensive discussion the meeting agreed for WG12 to proceed with its recommendation of progressing this work for further consideration by ExMC, noting the individual comments from both Mr Leroux of TOTAL, being representative of the Oil and Gas Industry and Mr Waudby of the AU NSW Mines Inspectorate, being representative of the Regulators views expressing strong support for IECEx to move in this direction. 

Decision 2006/20
In noting the concerns expressed by CA, DE and US the meeting further resolved to delay any request of CAB to expand IECEx 01, to include Ex Competency Assessments until consideration of WG12’s further work.  

Agenda Item 10.5 WG1 Report – Review of Scheme Rules

Decision 2006/21
The meeting received a report from the Combined meeting of WG1 “IECEx Scheme Rules” and WG5 “Quality management System Assessment” detailed in ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)02 and agreed to Recommendation 1 of that report for the method of preparing and issuing Operational Documents to be reviewed by the IECEx Officers, noting the next Officers meeting is scheduled for Berlin 28 September 2006.

Agenda Item 10.6 WG5 Report – Quality System Assessments

Decision 2006/22
The meeting further accepted the report from the combined WG1 + WG5 meeting, ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)02 and agreed to Recommendations 2, 3 and 4 with the following added text.

Recommendation No 3: Add ……..“That the ExCB determine are current”.

Recommendation No. 4:  Add item c as follows:

c) ExMC Members are to review the updated version of Rev ExMC/161/CD, as included in Annex A to ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)02 and provide the Secretariat with comments no later than 31 October 2006 

Agenda Item 11  IECEx Mark

Decision 2006/23
The Meeting received a power presentation from the WG 7 Convener, Mr Duffy which summarised the work on updates to Draft IECEx 04 “Mark Regulations” (Use of the Term “Conformity Mark”) and new Draft Operational Documents OD 022 and OD 023 to cover the procedures for an ExCB to grant Conformity Mark Licenses and a common set of Terms and Conditions for Mark Licensees.  The meeting agreed with the WG7 recommendations to proceed with the Mark by accepting the updated to IECEx 04  and providing further time for Members to consider Draft OD 022 and OD 023 with comments to be sent to the Secretariat no later than 31 October 2006 

Agenda Item 12  Report from ExTAG

Decision 2006/24
The meeting noted a comprehensive report from the ExTAG Chairman, Mr McManama detailing both the ExTAG Training Workshop held on 4 September and the ExTAG Technical Meeting held on 5 September 2006 and agreed with the recommendations contained within the report, namely:

1. In noting the document displayed by the Secretariat, detailing the surveillance status of ExCBs and ExTLs that this information is listed on the IECEx website in the restricted area.

2. ExMC review its procedures for the preparation and issuing of Operational Documents [Note also Decision from ExMC meeting to refer this to the next IECEx Officers meeting]

3. Industry wish to have a flag (or icon) on the IECEx home page to signal when new IECEx Documents are available.

4. In noting the work of ExTAG WG1 regarding the development and maintenance of ExTR Blank Forms, ExTAG recommends that the maintenance of OD 010 be assigned to ExTAG WG1

5. In noting the recent posting of OD 024 “Testing at other locations” ExTAG recommends that this document be withdrawn while further work is undertaken within ExTAG WG6 and its new members.

6. That ExTAG/92/CD “Guidance on the preparation of IECEx Certificates and Reports covering more than one identifiable item of equipment”, be issued to ExMC members for comment as a new Operational Document.

7. That ExTAG/95/CD “Certification Documentation” not be published as an ExTAG Decision sheet but rather issued to ExMC for inclusion in IECEx 02 

Agenda Item 14  IECEx “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System

Decision 2006/25
In noting the report from the Secretary concerning current upgrades to the system, the meeting endorsed these upgrades with AU suggesting the benefits to Mining Regulators if the current search capability could be extended to search for Group I equipment.

Agenda Item 18.1  2005 Accounts

Decision 2006/26
The meeting approved the 2005 accounts, ExMC/335/CD as presented by the Treasurer, Mr Berger, for approval by CAB.

Agenda Item 18.2  Participation Fees

Decision 2006/27
The meeting Agreed with the revised OD 019 with a request for the IECEx Officers to consider at their next meeting the strengthening of a penalty for non payment by preventing an ExCB from issuing CoCs after 3 months of non payment. 

Agenda Item 18.3  2007 Budget

Decision 2006/28
The meeting discussed the draft 2007 budget, ExMC/336/CD, and agreed to the budget as presented, noting comments from GB and SE concerning a possible reduction in annual fees and the general concern that a sufficient level of reserves be built prior to any reduction in fees.

Agenda Item 19  Review of current Working Groups

Decision 2006/29
In reviewing the list of current WGs, FR advised of their intension to nominate to WG12. 

Agenda Item 20  Other Business

Decision 2006/30
With the meeting further discussing the issues of DE (ExMC/327/CD) and FR (ExMC(Shanghai/Secretariat)05), the meeting were presented with an AU proposal for a possible formation of an advisory Board.  The meeting concluded to refer all these matters for discussion at the next IECEx Officers meeting schedules for 28 September 2006, in Berlin with the view to forming an IECEx Advisory Committee, noting the interest from end users and regulators as well as manufacturers. 

Agenda Item 22  Next Meeting

Decision 2006/31
The meeting appreciated a presentation from Mr Darrin J. Lombard of Vantage Technology of the US, concerning the next meeting of both ExTAG and ExMC to be held in Denver.

Agenda Item 23  Close of meeting

Prior to the close, the meeting welcomed the comments from Mr Waudby of the Mines Inspectorate of NSW, AU indicating his appreciation for the opportunity to attend the 2006 IECEx meetings and Symposium, commenting that the IECEx Scheme is demonstrating a high level of credibility with these meetings having lifted his overall confidence in the Scheme and its Member Bodies.  Mr Waudby further commented that this confidence will greatly assist in the NSW Mines Inspectorate’s current review of its Legislation regarding full acceptance of IECEx Certification.

The Meeting expressed its sincere appreciation to the Hosts and organisers of this years 2006 meetings for such a high professional standard in both the Organisation leading up to and during the running of these meetings and further for providing a most friendly and enjoyable atmosphere. 

--------------------------------------

