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ExMC/1559A/INF
30th January 2020

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR

CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPENT FOR USE

IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

NOTICE OF MEETING & GENERAL INFORMATION
for the 2020 Series of IECEx Executive and Operational Meetings 

to be held at Sofitel Dubai Downtown Hotel, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Dear Madam / Sir

This document provides advice on the dates and planned schedule for the 2020 Series of the IECEx Executive and IECEx Operational meetings and on the REVISED VENUE.
Details relating to accommodation bookings and other general information are also included and will be updated as further information is confirmed.
Delegates are requested to advise the IECEx Secretariat as soon as possible of their intention to attend OR of their apologies for inability to attend.

I thank you in anticipation of your assistance and invite you to contact me or Mark Amos should you have any questions regarding the meetings.
Kind regards
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Chris Agius

IECEx Secretariat

	Address:

Level 33, Australia Square

264 George Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
	Contact Details:

Tel: +61 2 4628 4690

Fax: +61 2 4627 5285

e-mail:chris.agius@iecex.com

http://www.iecex.com



GENERAL INFORMATION

Regarding the IECEx 2020 Executive and Operational meetings
to be held at Sofitel Dubai Downtown Hotel, Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
over the week of Monday 11th to Saturday 16th May 2020
MEETING LOCATION
All meetings will be held at: 
Sofitel Dubai Downtown

Sheikh Zayed Road, Downtown-Dubai,

United Arab Emirates

Tel: (+971) 4-5036666

Fax: (+971) 4-5036667

Web: http://www.sofitel-dubai-downtown.com/


Meetings

Mark Amos, IECEx Secretariat, 

Contact: 

Email: mark.amos@iecex.com
Tel: +61 2 4628 4690
MEETING HOURS: 


9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

MORNING, AFTERNOON & LUNCH BREAKS

The meetings will break for morning and afternoon refreshments at 10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  Refreshments will be made available in each meeting room. 

The Lunch break will be from 12:30 – 13:30 each day.     

MEETING ROOM FACILITIES
LCD projector, Wifi internet access and electrical power points are available in the meeting room. 
SPECIAL DELEGATE PERSONAL REQUIREMENTS

Please advise Mark Amos of the IECEx Secretariat via mark.amos@iecex.com if you have

1. Special dietary needs

2. Disabled access needs
or require
3. Other assistance (please specify)

We also recommend that, prior to travel to these meetings, you establish a method of contacting your employer and/or your family in the event of an emergency. Suggested methods include writing details in the back of your passport; inserting a simple card in your wallet or purse; or use of one of the many smartphone “apps” now available.

Meeting Schedule  
	May 2020
	Monday

11th May 

	Tues

12th May
	Wed

13th May
	Thurs

14th May
	Fri

15th May
	Sat

16th May

	Meeting Stream #1


	AM Session from

0900 to 1230 with 30 min break @ 1030
	ExSFC WG4

AM Only


	ExMC WG1 and WG5 

Combined Meeting 
Full Day
	ExSFC

Full Day 

	ExPCC

AM Only


	ExAG

AM start & finish at Afternoon Tea Break


	ExMarkCo

Continue from yesterday & finish at Morning Tea Break



	Larger 

Room


	PM Session from

1330 to 1700 with 30 min

break @ 1500
	ExSFC WG5

PM Only

	
	
	TC31 JWG50

PM Only
	
	IECEx

EXECUTIVE

Start after Morning Tea Break

	
	
	
	
	
	
	ExMarkCo

Start after Afternoon Tea Break


	

	Meeting Stream #2


	AM Session from

0900 to 1230 with 30 min break @ 1030
	ExMC Marketing
WG 

AM Only


	ExPCC WG2

Units

Full Day 

	ExPCC WG3
Question Bank
AM Only


	ExMC 
WG13

AM Only


	ExTAG
ahGWG1

Modular Concept

AM Only


	

	Smaller Room

	PM Session from

1330 to 1700 with 30 min break @ 1500

	ExTAG WG6
PM Only

	
	ExMC WG8

PM Only

	
	
	


Please note that attendance at the above meetings is limited to MEMBERS of the specified Committees and Working Groups.   Prior requests from others to attend as an observer MAY be approved by the Meeting Chairman / Convenor.  Approval is subject to the Committee’s or Working Group’s Terms of Reference and to meeting room capacity.   

The IECEx Secretariat would like to thank you in advance for your co-operation and ask that any requests for attendance as an observer at specific meetings be submitted to the IECEx Secretariat with your confirmation of attendance at the meetings of which you are a member. 

To assist with travel arrangements applicant observers will be advised of approval to attend as soon as possible BEFORE the 8th April 2020.

ACCOMODATION:

It is recommended that delegates stay at the Sofitel Dubai Downtown Hotel (details below)  however there are numerous hotels/accomodations (ranging from 5 stars to budget friendly accomodations) that are in close proximity of the meeting venue. 

Sofitel Dubai Downtown

Sheikh Zayed Road, Downtown-Dubai,

United Arab Emirates

Tel: (+971) 4-5036666

Fax: (+971) 4-5036667

Email: H7492-SL14@sofitel.com
Booking and Delegate Rates for the period of 10th May to 16th May 2020:

Rates:
Standard Single Room Rate: AED 320.00 per room per night
Standard Double Room Rate: AED 370.00 per room per night

The above-mentioned room rates are:

· Quoted in UAE Dirhams, per room per night

· Subject to additional 10% service charge, 7% municipality fees and 5% VAT

· Subject to additional AED 20 tourism Dirham Fee per room per night

· Inclusive of international buffet breakfast n our all-day-ding restaurant "Les Cuisines"
· Inclusive of complimentary WiFi internet access in guestrooms and meeting space

· Cancellation fees may apply to accommodation cancellations
Details of the process for booking accommodation will be advised as soon as possible by an update and circulation of this document 

ARRIVAL BY AIR
Dubai International Airport (DXB)
Located in the Al Garhoud district and ten minutes from the city centre, the airport is conveniently accessible via limousine, taxi, bus and the Dubai Metro. 

Abu Dhabi International Airport (AUH)

The airport is conveniently accessible via limousine, taxi, bus and shuttle bus.

Sharjah International Airport (SHJ)
The airport is conveniently accessible via limousine, taxi, bus and shuttle bus.

Fujairah International Airport (FJR)

The airport is conveniently accessible via limousine, taxi, bus and shuttle bus.

Arrival via Dubai International Airport (DXB):

Directions to the venue:

By Dubai Metro (Train)

From Dubai International Airport (Terminal 1 or 3) take the Dubai Metro (Red Line) and get-off at the Burj Khalifa/Dubai Mall Metro Station.

No. Of Terminals to Venue:

From Terminal 3 = 12 stations

From Terminal 1 = 11 stations

Estimated Travel Time: 32 minutes

For more information including fares and timetables, please refer to the link below:

https://www.nol.ae/RtaPortal/ShowDoc/StaticContentRepository1/pdf/en/NOL_Brochure
By Taxi

When taking airport taxis or normal taxis, please direct your driver to Sofitel Dubai Downtown Hotel near Dubai Mall (along Sheikh Zayed Road).

Reference (Google Maps): https://goo.gl/maps/WW7T8ndjRKM2
Venue website: http://www.sofitel-dubai-downtown.com/


Estimated Travel Time: 15 minutes

Estimated Cost: 60 – 70 AED (19 USD / 17 EUR)

Arrival via Abu Dhabi International Airport (AUH):

Directions to the venue:

By Bus

Shuttle buses are available from Abu Dhabi and stopping in (closest terminal) Ibn Batutta Metro Station where delegates can transfer from bus to metro train to get to the venue.

By Taxi

Taxis are available from Abu Dhabi International Airport to transport delegates to the venue.

When taking airport taxis or normal taxis, please direct your driver to Sofitel Dubai Downtown Hotel near Dubai Mall (along Sheikh Zayed Road).

Reference (Google Maps): https://goo.gl/maps/d4UzDaSEE862
Venue website: http://www.sofitel-dubai-downtown.com/


Estimated Travel Time: 1 hour 7 minutes

Estimated Cost: 200 – 250 AED (55 USD / 49 EUR)
	LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATIONS


Arabic is the official & national language for the UAE. English is widely spread in UAE that is why traffic and roads signage, stores and supermarkets signboards and restaurant menus are all available in both languages. Spoken and written Arabic is widely used more in streets and shop signboards as you move away out of cities.

Telecommunication services are provided by two (2) carriers namely Etisalat and Du. Visitors can purchase tourist SIM cards from the arrival area of the International Airports or any local stores within the city.

	CURRENCY AND BANKING


CREDIT CARDS

American Express, Diners Club, Eurocard, MasterCard, Visa and some other credit cards are accepted in most hotels, restaurants and shops, although both American Express and Diners Club are less acceptable.

CURRENCY

Local currency in Dubai consists of Dirhams and Fils. 1 UAE Dirham = 100 Fils

Dubai has both local and international banks as well as remittance and currency exchange houses. Commercial transactions like restaurants, purchases, etc. are either done through cash transactions or credit cards (Visa/Mastercard).

	ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AND PLUG TYPE


The United Arab Emirates electricity supply mains is 220-240Vac – 50Hz and uses a Type G plug as shown below. .

It is strongly recommended to delegates to bring their own plug adaptors. However, they can request plug adaptors in the hotel or purchase their own upon arrival.
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TIME ZONE:

Washington, D.C. (USAY) is in the Eastern Time Zone and will be operating under Daylight
Savings Time (Easter Daylight Time - EDT) until 05 November 2017.
EDT = UTC/GMT-4 hours,

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY:
The United States electricity supply is between 110 and 120 voits AC, 60 HZ.
Most plugs are 15 amp, 2 or 3-prong, NEMA 1-15 (Type A) and NEMA 5-15 (Type B). The
NEMA 1-15 is an ungrounded plug and is pretty much standard in most locations. If an
adaptor is called for, consider bringing one with you, although they can be purchased locally

Power Plug & Outlet Types NEMA 1-15 & NEMA 5-15
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HEALTH AND FIRST Al

In case of emergency, contact the reception of the hotel

PHARMACIES AND SHOPPING:
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	TIME ZONE 


Local time is GMT + 4 hours, all year round.

	CLOTHING AND DECORUM


Dress code in public. Dubai is a cosmopolitan city that is a melting pot of diverse cultures and religious faiths. All attires and cultural preferences are generally acceptable. Swimwear is permissible on beaches, pool and spa areas and for water-based entertainment but is not considered appropriate in areas such as business districts and shopping malls. It is pertinent to note that in the more historical quarters of the city and places of religious worship, dressing conservatively is appreciated. In mosques, clothing that covers shoulders, arms and legs and head scarves for women, are required.

Public displays of affection. Local tradition provides that handshakes should be initiated by woment as a sign of respect and that public displays of affection are kept to a minimum. Holding hands is acceptable; but kissing and hugging in public areas is not permitted.

Drinking alcohol. Alcohol is served in licensed establishments such as hotels, bars and specialised shops to those over 21 years of age. However, drunk and disorderly conduct and drunk driving are not acceptable. Use or possession of illegal drugs is also striclty prohibited.

	SECURITY AND HEALTH


The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is the 2nd safest country in the world trailing behind Finland, according to a report from the World Economic Forum (WEF) 2017. It is also one of the most secure destinations (2nd), and has a well-developed hospitality and entertainment infrastructure (27th).

For any emergency, please notify your hotel reception or you can call the following numbers while anywhere in the UAE:

· 999
for Police

· 998
for Ambulance

· 997
for Fire Department (Civil Defence)

· 996
for Coastguard

	BUSINESS 


BUSINESS HOURS

The working week for both the private and public sectors runs from Sunday to Thursday, although many private companies work 6 (or 5½) days taking only Friday off. Under the Labor Law only Friday is an official day off. Shops and Malls usually open daily from 10am – 11pm, closing later on the weekends.

On Friday all shops close for Prayer Time between 11.30 am and 1.30 pm and the malls open at 2 pm, until late. However, Petrol stations and hotels maintain their service during the Friday prayers 
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