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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx System)

MEETING REPORT + AGENDA

Working Group WG1 – Revision of IECEx Scheme Rules and Procedures 

Report + Agenda
	SUBJECT

	1. OPENING OF THE WORKING GROUP 1 MEETING  (Start 8:30)

Opening by the Convenor, self-introduction of the participants, and noting of apologies for absence
Marty Cole as Convener opened the meeting at 8.30 and called for introductions.



	2.  WG1 Terms of Reference and Membership

Members to confirm WG1 Terms of Reference and Membership (as indicated on IECEx Website).
Working Group 1 - ongoing maintenance of the IECEx System Basic Rules and Scheme Rules 02. The Convenor of Working Group 1 will report back to the ExMC at the IECEx annual meeting. 



	3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – Working Group 1

Members are asked to consider any other items for raising that are not listed on the agenda and then approve the agenda as presented here or as amended to include agreed additional items.
The agenda was approved noting the following additional items

  Additional docs:

· Item 8 – from Neil Jones

· Item 10 from RU additional proposals to change IECEx 02



	4. Outcome of WG1 Report and Recommendations to the ExMC 2016 Umhlanga meeting
Members to note the ExMC’s acceptance (via Decision 2016/39) of all WG1 recommendations in the WG1/WG5 report submitted to ExMC following the 2016 WG1 Northbrook meeting as ExMC/1168/R, with the exception of that relation item 13.1.4 of the ExMC Agenda (re Relationship between ExCBs and ExTLs which was withdrawn from discussion.

Documents for reference:

1. ExMC/1168/R – Report from WG1/WG5 2016 Meeting

2. ExMC/1197A/RM – Confirmed Minutes of 2016 ExMC Meeting
3. ExMC/1181/DL – 2016 ExMC Decision List
The meeting reviewed the action items from the 2016 Umhlanga meeting and noted that all have been listed for this meeting



	5. Reports on progress on Actions Items from past ExMC Meetings

Members to note the following report on progress on Action Items from the Umhlanga 2016 ExMC meeting, relating to ExMC WG1, not covered in this agenda:
· Publication of amended IECEx 01 

· Publication of IECEx 02 Ed 6.0 Nov 2016

· Publication of OD 009 Ed 4.0 Nov 2016

In noting the recent discussions on mandatory application of the IECEx Proficiency Testing Program (PTP), the meeting felt that a special reference is needed in IECEx 02 under section 11.2 with the Secretary to include this as part the current review of IECEx 02.

[Secretariat Note:  a new bullet has been included in the Clause 11.2.1 of the draft Rev to IECEx 02]


	6. IEC Conformity Assessment Systems Harmonised Basic Rules

Members to receive a report from the IECEx Secretary regarding the status of  IEC Harmonised Basic Rules and the IEC CAB response to the changes proposed by IECEx members and the IECEx Supplement.

Refer to item 5.4 of the ExMC Minutes (ExMC/1197A/RM) for background

Document for consideration:

· IEC CA 01 Edition 1 – IEC Harmonised Basic Rules
· CAB/1621/INF – Draft Edition 2 of the IEC CA 01, Harmonised Basic Rules (both pdf and Word versions)
· ExMC/988C/CD -  Draft of IECEx 01-S, IECEx Supplement to IEC CA 01 Edition 2.0 Harmonised Basic Rules  
· Items 6, 8 from Action list of 2016 Umhlanga mtg ExMC/1197A/RM to be included into the IECEx HBR supplement
WG1 will be asked to prepare a final draft IECEx 01 Supplement for ExMC to consider with the aim of a document to be presented for CAB Approval.

Then WG1 meeting noted the pending publication of Edition 2 to the IEC Harmonised Basic Rules and agreed to work on a Supplement to the 2nd Edition rather that 1st edition.  The WG1 meeting considered a preliminary draft and reviewed this in detail noting the following:

Concern raised over the need to include notice of meetings for all IECEx meetings including WGs

Suggest an additional item for issuing a notice of meetings into our Supplement.

Editorial – supplement to list all the Committees reporting to the ExMC in the same order throughout

Agreed on the need for an additional mechanism to deal with market surveillance

Discussion was had concerning Market Surveillance and noted that IECEx thru a combination of mid term assessments, re-assessments, and reviews and while IECEx uses mechanisms for surveillance and there would be value in documenting the mechanisms for dealing with results from market surveillance activities.

Evans M proposed and the meeting agreed that we ask the current Task Group for suspension and cancellation of CoCs to look at procedures to be followed arising from the results of Market Surveillance.  Neil J as Convener of the Task Group agreed.  The meeting also noted guidance in the UNECE CRO publication on the issue of market surveillance.

ACTION: Task Group on Suspension and Cancellation of CoCs to commence work and report directly to the Washington ExMC Meeting with a proposed draft.
The meeting then focused on the preparing of a draft IECEx Supplement (New ExMC/988C/DV) 
The meeting agreed to submit the Draft IECEx Supplement HBR to ExMC for approval to go to CAB

Recommendation 1:  That ExMC accepts ExMC/988C/DV as the draft IECEx Supplement to the 2nd Edition IEC CA 01 Harmonised Basic Rules


	7. Proposal for clarifying requirements for “Additional Testing Locations/Facilities”

At the last WG1 meeting a special AdHoc Group was formed under the leadership of Mr Simon Barrowcliff.  The meeting will be asked to discuss a draft prepared by the Special AdHoc Group, with a view to have a draft ready for submission to the ExMC September 2017 Meeting.

Documents for consideration:

· ExMCWG1-AdHoc_ATF/2017/01
The meeting reviewed the draft prepared by the Task Force and noted that while the work done so far was most helpful, the meeting did raise the following items that require further consideration and agreed to pass back to the Task Group. 

Outcome from the ExMC WG1 9th May 2017 Discussions:

1. Agreement on the term ATF

2. Review definition see above changes

3. Review the list of requirements (re some requirements were included in the previous definition

4. Seek clarity in an ATF working with more than 1 ExTL – if an ATF is working with more than 1 ExTL include requirements to enable this.

5. Prepare an IECEx Application Form

6. Review whether or not a manufacturers test facility can or cannot be an ATF

7. Ensure that there is clear mention of the contract between the ATF and ExTL

8. The need to include a reference to OD 202 for PTP

9. Include a requirement that ensures clarity of the scope of ATFs

In conclusion the meeting agreed to consult with the ExMC prior to going further.

ACTION:  ExMC requested to provide feedback on the draft document.


	8. Proposed OD for Expectations of ExCB’s actions concerning the suspension or Cancellation of IECEx Certificates of Conformity

During the last meeting a special AdHoc Group was formed under the leadership of Mr Andy Smith.  The meeting will be asked to discuss a draft prepared by the Special AdHoc Group, with a view to have a draft ready for submission to the ExMC September 2017 Meeting.

Documents for consideration:

· ExMCWG1-AdHoc_Sus+Can/2017/01
· ExMCWG1-AdHoc_Sus+Can/2017/02

Andy Smith gave a background to this project with Neil Jones as Convener presented the update of the document advising that the Group met last evening.  Neil J advised that the group is looking at the 2 situations where suspension or cancellation is instigated by either:-

a) Manufacturer 

b) ExCB

The meeting was further advised that the draft needs further work to consider various terms including

· Information to be sourced and provided 

· Establish standardised text that appears on the website

· Others

The Task Group agreed to meet again in June in Geneva and put forward a proposal to the ExMC Washington meeting.

The meeting noted the work with Jim M advising that there is value in an ExCB not just taking unilateral approach to suspending a certificate.

The meeting agreed that the Task Group proceed as they are planning and for the Task Group to report its work at the ExMC 2017 Washington meeting. 

ACTION:  ExMC to be requested to consider the AdHoc WG Recommended Draft OD.


	9. Proposed Changes to OD 010-2 concerning questions/disputes over issued ExTRs between issuing and receiving ExCBs

To consider a proposal from UL for changes to OD 010-2 as a result of Decision 2016/011 form the ExTAG Umhlanga meeting

Documents for consideration:

· IECEx ExMC WG1/2017-02  
Mike Slowinski gave background to the issue of accepting/rejecting ExTRs among ExCBs and the action item from the 2016 Umhlanga meeting.

He then presented a proposed draft Amendment to Clause 3 of OD 010-2 

The meeting reviewed the proposed amendment and agreed that this should go forward for ExMC to consider.

Recommendation 2: That Draft Amendment as agreed during the ExMC WG1 meeting be accepted by ExMC for publication.



	10. Relationship between ExCBs and ExTLs – re Item 13.1.4 from Umhlanga mins (ExMC/1197A/RM) referred to WG1

In noting that item 13.1.4 was not discussed during the 2016 Umhlanga ExMC meeting, WG1 has been asked to consider document ExMC/1160/CD (prepared by a Task Group leader Mr Munro and considered via correspondence by WG1) further.

Documents for consideration:

· ExMC/1160/CD  
· RU Proposal – Circulated 6 May 2017
The meeting considered the RU Proposal for changes to IECEx 02 concerning the relationship between ExCBs and ExTLs 

Jim Munro gave some background to the discussions and considerations behind the RU proposal, noting that one of the concerns is that new bodies may apply to join the IECEx Schemes and perhaps a step be introduced to have the membership consider applications prior to an application being processed.

The meeting reviewed each of the proposals and indicated their position to each item Refer Annex A.

The meeting resolved to include the changes agreed, into a Draft revised edition of IECEx 02 for ExMC to consider.   
Recommendation 3: That Draft Revision IECEx 02 as agreed during the ExMC WG1 meeting be accepted by ExMC for publication.



	11. Note updates and changes to the IECEx On-Line Certificate system, since the last meeting:

· New public entry with expanded search capability

· Improved pdf document generation

· Re-labelling of fields, eg “Conditions”

· Expanded Excel downloading capabilities 

· Others

The meeting reviewed the current IECEx On-Line Certificate system and noted some problems with navigating back from the Annex to the Certificate.  The Secretary is to consider this as part of the current review of the On-Line certificate system.



	12. Current or Additional work on Changes to the IECEx On-Line Certificate System

To note current and additional work concerning the On-Line Certificate system

· Proposal from SP to change heading of ExTR to “ExTR Summary” or other similar to clarify that this is not the actual ExTR

· New Template for Component Certificates

· Mandatory field for “Schedule of Limitations” 
The meeting dealt with the above items during the discussions on Item 11.


	13. Proposed standard Template for Attachments to IECEx CoCs

To consider a proposed standard template prepared by Thierry Houeix to be used by all ExCBs when attaching attachments to CoCs. 

Documents for consideration:

· IECEx ExMC WG1/2017-03  
Gerhard S.  Raised that while the change has been made to the field “Conditions of Safe Use” many certificates are still being issued and include Conditions of certification instead of conditions of safe use.

Thierry presented a standard Certificate template,  The meeting indicated their support for the standard template presented and agreed that this would assist in ensuring discipline.

DECISION

The meeting agreed to ask Thierry to prepare a blank template form that is offered as an example that ExCBs may use and incorporate Component certificates. 


	14. Consideration of any additional work for WG1 for the immediate future.  
The opportunity to discuss items that relate to the IECEx Equipment Certification Scheme Rules ahead of the next ExMC meeting in Washington in September 2017.
· Updating of OD 011-2 to provides examples of certificate content – this may require a small Group working with the Secretariat (Re issues raised by Nick Ludlam

· Use of Electronic signatures – various questions continue to be raised whether or not all certificates should be showing signatures, noting the previous ExMC position not to do so.

· Possible formation of a Task Group to create “Sample Completed Certificates” to show content expectations
Ralph Wigg indicate his desire to participate in the Task Group and Jim Munro on certificate content

Agreed to leave as is and not to include signed certificates however Secretariat to look at possible ways of addressing this issue, eg hidden signatures that only appear when printing, the website includes a statement on the CoC regarding its validity when printed



	15. Other Business

Evans Massey raised the voting process as applied by the different countries and their expectations, citing the recent voting on ExMC/1214/DV

Posed the questions

1 Should there be some guidance / requirements when dealing with Bodies that are being nominated by Member Bodies from outside their countries?
2 Should there be a 2 stage ballot process when considering new Bodies?
The meeting noted that perhaps there should be a calibration of the member body in terms of what are they voting on.

Items to be also raised with ExMC WG4 meeting tomorrow.

{Secretariat Note:  These items were discussed during the ExMC WG4 meeting and a recommendation made concerning text to be used on voting documents covering the assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs.  Refer ExMC WG4 report}

A discussion was taken in term rules concerning Participating in PTP noting that the IECEx scheme rules require such participation and therefore, non participation is similar to not complying with any IECEx rules.  This matter was also referred to ExMC WG4 for consideration.  It is noted that Draft Rev IECEx 02 Clause 11.2.1 includes a proposed additional bullet.


	16. Next Working Group 1 Meeting

June 2018 Weimar Germany



	17. Close of Working Group 1 Meeting

Meeting closed at 12.45pm 



	


Annex A:  RU Proposals to change IECEx 02 Предложения по изменению МЭКЕх 02  ExMCWG1 Decisions in Blue Text
	Current edition


	Proposed changes
	Reasons

	3.14 Ex Testing Laboratory (ExTL)
a testing laboratory which is accepted according to these Rules and which is either integral with, or under the complete control of, or belongs to or works under a written agreement with at least one Ex Certification Body


	3.14 Ex Testing Laboratory (ExTL)
a testing laboratory which is accepted according to these Rules and which performs tests and assessments and compiles IECEx Test Reports for endorsement  by the associated ExCB 


	This definition in this edition is rather condition for the acceptance than the definition for the testing laboratory.

The same text is stated in 11.2.1 Conditions for acceptance of testing laboratory

This definition is proposed to be made similar to ExCB definition.

Accepted by WG1

	11.1 Acceptance of certification bodies

11.1.1 condition for acceptance 

bullet 6
· The certification body shall have within its organization, or have an agreement to employ, an ExTL accepted by the ExMC according to these Rules for the relevant types of protection


	11.1 Acceptance of certification bodies

11.1.1 condition for acceptance

bullet 6

· The certification body shall have within its organization, or have an agreement to employ, an ExTL accepted by the ExMC according to these Rules for the relevant types of protection


	To remain unchanged

Accepted by WG1

	11.1 Acceptance of certification bodies

11.1.2 Application

The candidate certification body, via the national Member Body of the IECEx System where the candidate certification body will operate, shall make an application for acceptance as an Ex certification body for one or more standards accepted for use in the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme. Applications from candidate certification bodies require the endorsement of the Member Body of the country of intended operation of the candidate certification body. This endorsement shall be received by the ExMC Secretary prior to the application being accepted. 

The application shall be submitted to the Secretary of the ExMC and shall be accompanied by a declaration as detailed in Annex A.


	11.1 Acceptance of certification bodies

11.1.2  Application

The candidate certification body, via the national Member Body of the IECEx System where the candidate certification body will operate, shall make an application for acceptance as an Ex certification body for one or more standards accepted for use in the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme. Applications from candidate certification bodies require the endorsement of the Member Body of the country of intended operation of the candidate certification body. This endorsement shall be received by the ExMC Secretary prior to the application being accepted. 

The application shall be submitted to the Secretary of the ExMC and shall be accompanied by a declaration as detailed in Annex A.

If the candidate ExCB is planning to operate with ExTL, that is not integral part of ExCB, the candidate ExCB shall submit an application to the ExMC with the reasons on necessity of such ExCB existence  (Annex А а) bullet 4).

In this case the decision on the application shall be made via voting by correspondence by a majority of at least four fifths of the total number of members voting.
	The reasons are the following:

· The acceptance within the IECEx System is peer accreditation;

· IECEx National Member Bodies are the subjects of the acceptance;

· When the process of the acceptance is being implemented IECEx National Member Bodies can exercises their powers at any steps of the acceptance procedure (from application review to decision taken on the results of the conducted assessment);

· At the particular steps IECEx National Member Bodies delegate their powers to WG 4 and appointed assessors team for assessment (clause 5.3  IECEx 02);

· The intense of the ExCB acceptance without ExTL within ExCB organization or ExTL in another country can be on objective basis as well as subjective basis (commercial interest). These cases shall be reviewed at the earliest possible steps, such as application. 

· Not only for this discussing concern the significant revision of rules and criteria of the acceptance within the IECEx System  shall be made

Conclusion:

At present the only approach to make a decision on ExCB acceptance within IECEx without ExTL within ExCB organization is a democratic decision on the submitted application that is made by the IECEx National Member Bodies acted as the subjects of the peer accreditation.
WG1 feel that the current voting system should satisfy this concern 



	11.2 Acceptance of Ex testing laboratories

11.2.1 Conditions for acceptance

bullet 2

· An Ex testing laboratory can operate as an ExTL if it is integral with an ExCB, under the complete technical and legal control of an ExCB or has a written agreement with an ExCB to undertake work with it according to these Rules


	11.2 Acceptance of Ex testing laboratories

11.2.1 Conditions for acceptance

bullet 2

A testing laboratory is only permitted to operate as an ExTL if it is integral with an ExCB, under the complete technical and legal control of an ExCB or has a written agreement with an ExCB to undertake work with it according to these Rules under control of the ExCB.


	Accepted by WG1 with the text “under the control of the ExCB” removed as the rules define the requirements for operation. With minor wording changes as noted.

	Annex А 

Declaration by a certification body applying to become
an Ex Certification Body to operate within
the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme

а) bullet 4
· any legal relationship between the body and testing laboratory(ies) used in the course of its work (including the case where the laboratory is integral with the certification body)

	Annex А 

Declaration by a certification body applying to become
an Ex Certification Body to operate within
the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme

а) bullet 4
· any legal relationship between the body and testing laboratory(ies) used in the course of its work (including the case where the laboratory is integral with the certification body) with identification of the reasons on the necessity to operate with ExTL, if it is not integral with ExCB;
	Accepted by WG1
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