In memoriam: Dr Thorsten Arnhold

11 JULY 2025

The Hazardex team is extremely saddened to hear of the passing of Dr Thorsten Amhold on 8 July
2025. Thorsten was a highly respected figure in the field of explosion protection and industrial
safety, with a long and distinguished career that spanned industry, academia, and international
standardisation.

Tharslan was a ragular and valuad conlribulor o Hazardax,
wiiling a dedicalad column belwesan August 2014 and Juna
2024, His insighls, clarity of thought, and passion for prograss
within tha Ex communily aarmad him a laoyal readership and
deap respect across the seclor. He served as Vice President of
Stratagy and Technology al R, STAHL, a posilion ha hald since
2018 In this role, he playad a pivolal pan in guiding the
company's innovalion and siralegc direclion. His carear with R.
STAHL bagan in 2012, and over more than a dacade, ha helped
shapa the company’s lachnological foolprinl within hazardous
araa protactan.

Thorslen was also a Professor al Hochschule Hallbronn
{Heilbrorn Uriversity of Applied Sclences), where since 2017 he
taught the fundamantals of safely managemant in process
plants. His academic work axamplified his commitment o aducation and nurduring the nexl ganaration of safaly profassionals.

Bayond his professional achievemeants, Thorslen made a profound impact through his leadership and service within the Intemational
Elactrolachnical Commission {(IEC). He servaed as the 4th Chair of IECEx from 2014 o 2019, and conlinued lo conlnbule as a Mamber of tha
Exaculive Group up until his passing. His lagacy within IECEx is axlansive, with major advancamants atlributed 1o his leadarship including:

- Expansion of IECEx lo sover non-alaclrical Ex aquipmant

- Davalopmeant of the |IEC TS §0079-48 for cerlification of assemblies

- Malurly the IECEx Cerdificate of Personal Compelenca {CoPC) schamea
- Strengthening industry engagamant and trust in IECEx syslams

- Foslaring collaboration with IEC TC 31 and olher bodies

Ona of Thorslan's most significant achisvements in recent years was leading IECEx's engagamant with 150 TC 197 on Hydrogan Techndlogies.
As Convaner of IECEx WGE18 (Hydrogan), he helped integrale the IS0 TC 197 Standards into the IECEx framework and introduced a new urel of
compelance on Hydrogan Safaly within the CoPC schame — a major slep forward in aligning international safaly framaworks for amarging
anargy lachnologias.

Thorslen was along-slanding member of IEC TG 31 and served on the IEC Conformily Assessmen! Board {CAB) as the Geman represantativa,
paricipating activaly in its Specdial Working Groups. His work was formally recognised in 2018 when he received the prestigious Thomas A,
Edison Award for bs outslanding cantdbubions la international standardisation and canfarmily assessmant.

Thorslen's lagacy is nolanly one of lachnical excellance and inslitilional leadership bul also of intagnly, warmlh, and collagiality. His
collaboralive approach, bath in highdevel committees and in one-on-one interactions, earnad him admiration and frendship throughout the global

Ex and standards communites,

Wi al Hazardax axland ouwr despesl condolances lo his family, flends, and all wha had the prvilegae lo work alongside him,



