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United Nations, via its 
UNECE Endorses IECEx –
WHY?



REGULATORY DIALOGUE AT THE 
UNITED NATIONS 

To protect the safety of 
workers and consumers & 
preserve the natural 
environment 
To foster the international
transfer of knowledge & 
technology

To promote trade as a means of 
development 





UN- Economic Commission for Europe:-

What UNECE is: 
• Intergovernmental body
• Participation by: authorities, regional & int’l organizations, 

business, standards-setting bodies, certification bodies, 
test houses, civil society

• From all UN Member States
• 1970 – 2010:  40 years
UNECE mandate:
• Forum for dialogue on:  Standardization Technical 

regulations Conformity assessment Accreditation 
Metrology Market surveillance

UNECE activities 
• Share info & best practice / Capacity-building 
• Develop and maintain a set of recommendations 
• Implement a set of initiatives on specific industrial sectors 



Committee 
on Trade

Committee on 
Economic 
Integration

Committee 
on Timber

Committee on 
Environmental 
Policies

Committee 
on Trade

Committee 
on Inland 
Transport

Conference 
of European 
Statisticians

Within the UNECE

Working Party on
Agricultural Standards

Working Party on
Regulatory cooperation

and Standardization Policies
CEFACT

Global mandate



Regulatory Cooperation

All UN member states may participate, 193

National regional and international standardization 
organizations

UNECE Has observer's status at the meetings of the WTO TBT 
committee 

Other UN organizations

International Model for Technical Harmonization - UNECE 
Recommendation “L” (Development of Common Regulatory 
Objectives)

Sectoral Projects 
• Telecoms Equipment

• Earth Moving Equipment

• Equipment for Explosive Environments

• Pipe line Safety



Why is the UN involved in Ex?
The UN aims at protecting the safety of 
workers, citizens, consumers
Repeated testing means that safe and reliable 
equipment will become unaffordable for some 
of the countries that need it the most
The UN promotes the participation of 
developing countries and countries in 
transition in international trade 
Barriers to trade are lost opportunities for our 
membership
An original initiative from Germany.



Authorities decide to work together on a specific sector
They agree on CROs (Common Regulatory Objective)
They transpose the CROs into national technical 
regulations 
Then, when products have been assessed in the 
exporting country as compliant with the CROs they can 
automatically be sold in other markets with no further 
assessment.

-Removes wasteful duplication of 
Approvals – usually Administrative only
- Enables smaller economies access to 
latest technology
- Prevents Poor Quality “dumping”
- Harmonisation aides Technical 
Development of Economies

The model use of UN CROs:

Serves as basis 
for 

National or 
Regional 
Regulation / Law

Results in 
Harminisation

Serves as basis 
for 

National or 
Regional 
Regulation / Law

Results in 
Harminisation

UNECE CRO 
Serves as basis for 

National or 
Regional 
Regulation / Law

Results in 
Harminisation



Published UNECE CRO – History
(Common Regulatory Objective)

Started work in 2007
Developed a questionnaire about regulatory in Ex 
on major markets 
Collected replies from Australia, Brazil, the 
European Union, the Russian Federation, United 
States
On the basis of the replies developed CROs 
CROs approved by the Working Party in November 
2010, published in March 2011
Promotion and Awareness of these CROs
Major Gulf Conference in partnership with                
IECEx + UAE Standards Authority, March 2012
UAE now revising existing Regulations
Other awareness events under planning
Next UNECE WP6 Ex Mtg Calgary Sept 2012. 
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In Conclusion

While IECEx was formed to serve Industry needs, aimed 
at 

Facilitation of International Trade in Ex Equipment and 
Services , Through the United Nations UNECE, IECEx 
is being seen as an ideal platform to achieve the 
United Nations Principles of:-

Promotion of Trade as a means of Development 
among Countries

Protect safety of Workers and Consumers and 
preserve Natural Environment

Foster international Transfer of knowledge and 
technology



The End

THANK    YOU
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