Report from TC 31 to IECEx ExMC Meeting
7-8 September 2006
This report covers the activities of IEC Committee TC 31 Equipment for Explosives Atmospheres since the last meeting of IECEx Scheme in October 2005.

The last Plenary meeting of TC 31 was held in Cape Town South Africa on 24-25 October 2005.  59 delegates attended the meeting.  A meeting of the TC 31 Chairman’s Advisory Group was held in Chicago, USA on 23-24 March 2006.  Meetings of MTs and WGs continue on a regular basis.

Some current projects:
· Combining gas and dust standards.
· Revision and combination of 60079-12, -20 & -1.1 on data for Ex.
· Introduction of Equipment Protection Levels (EPLs).  An introductory note is being about these is being included in all standards being published, pending publishing of the next edition of 60079-0.
· Bringing all standards into 60079 series.
· Electrostatics – working group formed.
Good working practice document – this guidance document for TC 31 MTs and WGs has now been completed and seems to be getting good acceptance, including support from IEC central office and the SMB.  It has been recommended that other technical committees and subcommittees to use this as a model in drafting a similar document relating to their own activities.  The document has been issued but is also available on the IEC website under Committee TC 31.  
Standards issued in last 12 months

· Explosive gas atmospheres

· 62013-1 and 2 Ed 2 Caplamps

· 60079-7 Ed 4 Type of protection “e”

· 60079-11 Ed 5 Intrinsic Safety “i”

· 60079-26 Ed 2 EPL Ga (was Zone 0)

· 60079-28 Ed 1 Optical radiation
· Combustible Dust

· 61241-11 Ed 1 “iD”

Standards nearing completion:
· 60079-1 Ed 6 Ex d

· 60079-2 Ed 5 Ex p

· 60079-19 Ed 2 Repair and overhaul

· 60079-29-1 and 2 Ed 2 Gas detectors (was 61179-1 to -6)

· 60079-30-1 and 2 Ed 2 Trace heating (was 62086-1 and 2)

ISO  - discussions are continuing at the ISO Technical Management Board about a proposal that non-electrical work be done in a sub-committee of TC 31 rather that in ISO or by a joint committee.
Interpretations – This year saw the first attempt to produce interpretations by TC31.  This process was slower than the similar information put through ExTAG for decision sheets but we will learn from the process and seek to make it faster in the future.  This process has the potential to substantially reduce the number of ‘pseudo interpretations’ that appear in decision sheets.  ExTAG will also need to put in place a system to remove ExTAG decision sheets where they have been overtaken by TC 31 interpretations.
Jim Munro

Chairman IEC Committee TC 31
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George Thompson
TC31 secretary
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TC31 produces code of Good Working Practice

This month IEC Technical Committee 31 (Equipment for explosive atmospheres) announced the publication of the committee’s Good Working Practice code. This online working document constitutes the first of a new type of paper drawn up to help TC members from a particular team take a common approach in drafting new standards and organizing, communicating with and setting up or convening working groups and maintenance teams.

The document follows a remark made by TC31 Secretary, George F. Thompson and put to the Standardization Management Board meeting of January, 2006 in response to a question about the usefulness of IEC and ISO/IEC guides in drafting publications. It was felt that industry needs would be better reflected if each TC had its own standard practice document with the relevant links to all IEC guides and IT tools provided for the convenor at the start of any new project.

Not only did the SMB grant permission to publish, they also put out a request to other technical committees and subcommittees to use this as a model in drafting a similar document relating to their own activities. 

TC31’s document is available for consultation online – in the same manner as the strategic policy statement – from the TC’s “General information” page on the IEC website (Good Working Practice).

The Good Working Practice code is particularly useful for the chairman, secretary and convenors in that it provides dynamic links to stylesheet templates and reference documents that are necessary for drafting publications and starting up new projects. It contains a check list of all the normative standard references and numbering clauses that need to be addressed and a record of definitions, common phrases, warning and caution markings that are relevant to TC31. At the same time, it details the step by step process of convening meetings and following up on drafted resolutions, action items and other project management milestones, together with all the general guidance that is necessary to good working practice.
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