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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION IEC SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

Report of Combined Meeting of the following IECEx Working Groups

Working Group WG1 – Revision of IECEx Scheme Rules and Procedures 

Working Group WG5 – Quality System requirements of Ex manufacturers
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Held at: Rydges Hotel and Conference Centre,
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The WG1 meeting traditionally meets at the commencement of the IECEx annual meeting series and has agreed to continue with this commitment.  Members of the WG5 are also included as the quality system requirements are an integral part of the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme. 
This report of the WG1 meeting is issued for notification and consideration of the recommendations, at the Melbourne 2009 ExMC meeting.

1
OD 009 Revision, IECEx Equipment Certification Scheme Operations Manual The meeting finalized the revision of OD 009 as reflected in ExMC/520/CD, taking into account the comments from ExMC Members detailed in ExMC/532/CC.  In doing so WG1/WG5 endorsed the Secretariat comments listed in ExMC/532/CC along with the following:
· Comment 42 from RU regarding Section 4 – agreed.

· Comment 43 from JP regarding transfer of ExCBs, agreed to include a note that when transferring from one ExCB to another, the new ExCB must treat such a transfer as a new /initial assessment
· Comment 49 from JP regarding changes of CoCs, with WG1/WG5 noting that there may be instances where there is a change of an administrative nature, eg name change.


On the basis of the above WG1/WG5 meeting agreed that 
ExMC/520/CD, incorporating the above changes may now proceed for 
publication.

ExMC Action:  To note the above report.

2
Item 9.2 of ExMC Agenda (ExMC/538A/DA) – IECEx Unit Verification Certification


The WG1/WG5 meeting noted the various comments submitted by ExMC, detailed in ExMC/539/CC and agreed that there is an immediate need to introduce Unit Verification Certification and to recommend to ExMC that current document ExMC/524/CD should be revised by  an  ad hoc Group in light of the ExMC comments using the following Principles:

Principles for IECEx Unit Verification:

UNIT VERIFICATION   Principles

· Definition = An IECEx Certificate issued for a Defined number of models under a single production run.

· Certificate shall be the same as the existing CoC BUT listing the serial numbers or other unique identification for all Define number of units

· A Full and complete ExTR to be issued

· Only apply current edition of the Standard or one edition prior 

· The ExTL and ExCB responsible for verifying that all defined units are identical to the items tested / evaluated prior to those shipped by the manufacturer

· Full requirements of Standards apply, Additional samples/subassemblies may need to be produced to undergo destructive tests

· Use ISO/IEC Guide 67 as a reference.

· No Quality Assessment or ISO 9001 certification is required or verified.

· Include “Unit Verification” Text for the QAR field

· The certificate reference number shall the same as existing CoC system

· At this stage, no limit to the number of Units permitted to be covered, - IECEx to monitor.

· ExCBs/ExTLs currently operating in the IECEx 02 Scheme do not require scope extension applications.

· At this point Up Issued of the CoC are not permitted.

· WG1 to give further consideration of “up Issues of the CoC”  to cover additional units (termed by ATEX as Product Verification)

· While Unit Verification may cover repaired items, the OD shall not address the repair process.

WG1/WG5 Recommendation:   That ExMC agree with the above approach and principles.
ExMC Action:  To consider the WG1 Recommendation.
3
Item   8.3 of ExMC Agenda (ExMC/538A/DA) – Revision of IECEx 
02 .  
The WG1/WG5 meeting considered Draft Revision IECEx 02 
(ExMC/542/CD) in light of comments received from DE experts to 
WG1, AU (ExMC/563/CD) and BR (ExMC/558/CD) and arrived at the 
following recommendations to ExMC
· Change text “…..related to explosive atmospheres”to “…..associated with …..”

· Clause 9.10   delete “…for each application…” so as to remove any confusion regarding the application of surcharges for each certificate application.

· Clause 11.1.10 and 11.2.8 to state that the Officers decision to accept scope extensions is reported to the ExMC meetings and not required to be endorsed.  As such clause 11.2.9 is to be removed.
· Annex A to be reviewed by the Secretariat in light that a Country may apply to become a participating country of the System and not just a single Scheme.

· Clause 8.1.3 add IS parameters for Intrinsic Safety to the list of items that must be included in a certificate.

· In considering the BR submission letter (ExMC/558/CD) regarding manufacturer’s TL to become an ExTL.  In considering all matters including that IECEx is a third party certification System and agreed to propose to ExMC additional text for IECEx 02 to limit the applications for ExTLs that are not part of a manufacturer’s test laboratory.
· Clause 9.11 Suspension and Cancellation – replace with the following:

9.11 Suspension or cancellation

An IECEx CoC may be suspended or cancelled by the issuing ExCB if
- the holder requests cancellation,
- it is used in a misleading way,
- the Ex equipment no longer corresponds to the design of the certified equipment, or the QAR no longer adequately covers the relevant Ex equipment
- the manufacturer's quality system and associated quality plan no longer provides
adequate confidence that Ex equipment will be produced in conformity with the design of the certified equipment.

 

The ExCB shall give due notice to the manufacturer of such suspension or cancellation and shall state the reason(s).
While a Certificate is suspended or when it has been cancelled, the manufacturer shall no longer describe the Ex equipment as "IECEx certified", nor shall he affix the IECEx Mark of Conformity to the Ex equipment. Equipment already supplied prior to the cancellation of the Certificate is not affected.

An IECEx CoC may be also cancelled by the issuing ExCB if
- it has been issued in error,
- the assessment by an ExTL has been found to be deficient
- the equipment design cannot be considered as explosion protected
In that case, the ExCB shall inform immediately the IECEx ExMC secretary and give due notice to the manufacturer of such withdrawn and shall state the reason(s). While a Certificate is withdrawn, the manufacturer shall no longer describe the Ex equipment as "IECEx certified", nor shall he affix the IECEx Mark of Conformity to the Ex equipment. Equipment already supplied prior to the withdrawal of the Certificate is affected and need to be withdrawn from the market and from the field.
WG1/WG5 Recommendation:   That ExMC agree with the above proposed changes to ExMC/542/CD.

ExMC Action:  To consider the WG1 Recomendation.
In addition to the above, WG1 considered the issue of “Certificate Life” and the need to consider the “brining of a Certificate up to the latest edition of a Standard” when a manufacturer applies for a new issue of the Certificate, with the following experts from WG1 available to form a Task Group if ExMC feel the need to re-view the matter of certificate life. 

Experts available for the ad hoc WG being -

Mr David Stubbings Convenor

Mr Gerhard Schwarz

Mr Gerold Klotz-Engmann

Dr Thorsten Arnhold

Mr Paul Kelly

Mr Thierry Houeix

Mr David Adams

Mr Ralph Wigg
4
Close
The meeting closed at 4pm with WG5 meeting immediately after.

WG1 plan to hold its next meeting at the 2010 IECEx Berlin meetings while also conducting work via correspondence.
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