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	IECEx Mark Committee Chairman’s Report  - 03 September 2009, Melbourne, Australia 



INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx System)

IECEx Mark Committee Report
	12
	IECEx CONFORMITY MARK Committee (ExMarkCo)

	12.1
	Report from the Chairman
	The meeting is to receive an up-date report from the ExMarkCo Chairman, Mr Tim Duffy, following the last ExMarkCo meeting held in June 2009 in Geneva.

	
	ExMarkCo_20A_RM_IECEx MarkCo Meeting Report Geneva (to be distributed to ExMC members)

	12.2
	New ExCBs – According to IECEx 04, Conformity Mark Licensing System - 
	Secretary to report

	
	OD 001 – Scheme Membership, ExCBs, and applicants http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
LIST OF CURRENTLY AUTHORISED ExCBs
Australia 
TestSafe

Finland 
VTT

France  
LCIE

Germany 
TUV SUD PS

Hungary 
BKI

Norway 
NEMKO

Singapore 
TUV SUD PSB

LIST OF CANDIDATE ExCBs and STATUS

Australia 
SIMTARS

Germany 
PTB

Netherlands 
KEMA

UK
BASEEFA

UK
Intertek

UK
SIRA

	12.3
	Operational Aspects of new Conformity Mark Committee
	

	12.3.1
	Report from ExMarkCo
	To receive a report from the ExMarkCo Chairman

	
	Documents for Noting:

· IECEx 04 – IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System 

· IECEx 04A – Guidance for making applications for an use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 
· OD/022/V1 – Rules and Procedures for the granting of Licenses to issue and use the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· OD/023/V1 – Terms and Conditions for use of the IECEx Conformity Mark 

· OD 011-4 Ed.1.1 - Guidance on Use of the IECEx Internet based “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System (Part 4: Creating IECEx Conformity Mark Licenses) Posted 090526


	
	Mark Licenses issued – to note the first IECEx Mark License issued 
http://www.iecex.com/docs/090716_IECEx_Conformity_Mark.pdf 


	
	Fee Structure – ExMarkCo considered and reviewed the following:

· Approximate costs for application and review

· Need for ExCB Application fee 

· CoC fee structure

Members agreed to forward the issues to WG13 for review.  Members ask that WG13 include the identified concerns in its proposed recommendation via the Business Plan.  Chairman of WG13 agreed to consider and report.


	12.3.2
	Constitution of the ExMarkCo Committee
	To consider members of the ExMarkCo and terms of office.

	
	No. of members

Group represented

2

ExMarkCo Chair and Secretary

6

IECEx Officers 

3

ExCBs (License issuing, applicant)

3

Manufacturers

3

Regulatory interests

3

Users

Request for nominations sent out and received (reported in green paper ExMC/547/CD)  - 
ExMC approval needed for the nominations received to-date.
ExMC approval needed to send additional request for members to review the list and propose additional members based on remaining openings (1 ExCB, 1 Manufacturer, 2 Regulatory Interests and 1 User).


	12.3.3
	Notifications of misuse of the IECEx Conformity Mark
	To note any areas of misuse of the IECEx Conformity mark

	5.3.1
	Use/Abuse of the IECEx Conformity mark, re CAB Decision 24/19, CAB/791/DL
	According to this CAB decision, IECEx ExCBs and Members shall inform the Secretariat of misuse or abuse of the IECEx Conformity Mark with the IECEx Chairman to include in his annual report to CAB whether or not any such instances have been noted by IECEx.  Further discussion on this topic under Agenda Item 12

	
	CAB Issues Concerning the Mark – 

· CAB Decision 24/19 from CAB/791/DL of the Sao Paulo 2008 CAB Meeting

Decision 24/19 — Use/abuse of the IECEx Mark

Noting that appropriate insurance arrangements have been made by the IEC with respect to the operation of the IECEx Mark Licensing Scheme, the CAB requests the IECEx to take the following actions concerning the use and possible misuse of the IECEx Mark:

1. Require certification bodies operating the IECEx Mark Licensing Scheme to report to the IECEx without delay on any identified misuse of the Mark by a licensee, including details of actions taken by the certification body.

2. Require certification bodies operating in the IECEx Mark Licensing System to report to the IECEx Secretariat any claims, actions or judgements relating to their participation in the Scheme.

3. Require all IECEx Members and certification bodies to draw the attention of the IECEx Secretary to any identified instances of misuse of the Mark by unlicensed persons.

4. While IECEx Members and certification bodies should be required by the IECEx to report on the matters raised under 1, 2 and 3 as soon as practicable, the IECEx Secretary should specifically request such reporting on an annual basis and in turn provide an annual report to the CAB.

The IECEx Secretary should report any serious instances of misuse of the Mark to the IEC General Secretary as soon as practicable
The meeting received information from the Secretary that the CAB will be informed of any issues related to misuse or abuse of the IECEx Mark of Conformity or will be advised that no issues exist (where none are known to exist).  This will be part of the IECEx Chairman’s report to CAB
It was decided that the issue of the use and abuse of the Mark will be a standing agenda item for the Committee.  The results will also be reported to the ExMC on an annual basis. 
While the main intent is to survey the licensing ExCBs for any known issues with the Mark, a general question needs to be raised with all the membership possibly at annual ExMC meetings.  

ACTION:  

1, Secretary to review OD 022 to ensure that when reviewing applications from ExCBs that we review their procedures to ensure that they have a notification process for misuse of the Mark.

2, Secretary to canvas members periodically (at a minimum annually) for any examples of misuse of the Mark and include an ExMC agenda item. 



	12.4
	Other Matters associated with the Mark
	Members are invited to raise any other matters.

	
	ADDITIONAL WORK ITEMS FOR EXMC CONSIDERATION – 

Use of IECEx Conformity Mark by IECEx Certified Service Facilities – specific conditions to be considered.

There was considerable discussion on the issue whether or not IECEx Certified Service Facilities, (e.g., Repair Workshops) should also have access to the same IECEx Conformity Mark for items such as their Reports and Stationery.  There were opposing opinions expressed during the meeting, including the suggestion that Repair Workshops might be allowed access to the IECEx logo and that this may be a matter for WG10.

The meeting further raised the likely possibility of those involved in the IECEx Certified Persons Scheme to want access to some form of Mark or Logo.

The meeting agreed that the Secretary will consult with Central office regarding the legal issues surrounding the use of the Mark for other than equipment marking and the various possible options.  The Secretary will then report back to the Committee. A guide for other uses of the IECEx Mark would then need to be created.

ACTION:  Secretary to raise the issue within IEC Central Office.

Protection of the IECEx Mark versus protection of the IECEx Logo

There was further discussion on the broader issue of access to the IECEx logo by manufacturers who hold valid IECEx CoCs and agreed that this matter also needs to be considered. 

ExMC – Melbourne – German proposal seconded by Australia to have the IECEx Mark Committee also address the misuse of the IECEx Logo.

Way forward – Suggested new work areas for ExMark Committee

· Develop Rules for use of the IECEx Logo

· Develop new guidance document on the use of the IECEx Logo (similar to IECEx 04A)
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