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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION IEC SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SYSTEM)

Meeting of the following IECEx Working Groups

Working Group WG1 – Revision of IECEx Scheme Rules and Procedures 

MEETING REPORT
Monday 4 June 2012
at

INERIS Paris 

60/62 Rue d'Hauteville
75010 Paris

Attendance:

· Kerry McManama IECEx Chairman

· Heinz Berger IECEx Treasurer

· Ron Sinclair MBE ExTAG Chairman

· Tim Duffy ExMarkCo Chairman

· Ralph Wigg IECEx ExPCC Chairman

· Jim Munro IEC TC 31 Chairman

· Nick Maalouf WG13 Business Development

· Chris Agius IECEx Executive Secretary

· Wal Robson IECEx Secretariat

· Thorsten Arnhold

· Guenter Gabriel

· Gerold Klotz-Engman

· Gerhard Schwartz

· Karl Neleman

· David Stubbings

· Thierry Houeix

· Mr Jeff Olson

AGENDA and REPORT
1
Opening and Welcome.   Meeting commenced at 09.00
C Agius as Convener Welcomed members noting that this meeting is being held as a combined meeting of WG1 and WG5 members and extended a special welcome to the IECEx Chairman Kerry McManama and other Members of the IECEx Executive. Also a special welcome to Karel Neleman as new Member attending for the first time

A special note of thanks extended to Thierry Houeix and INERIS for organizing and hosting these meeting.
Apologies were noted. 
The meeting noted the terms of reference and membership as listed on the IECEx Website and did not propose any changes.
	Title 
	Technical Revision of IECEx scheme rules 

	Description 
	Working Group 1 - ongoing technical revision of the IECEx Scheme Rules 02. The Convenor of Working Group 1 will report back to the ExMC at the IECEx annual meeting. 


2 Agenda 
Members accepted the agenda with the addition of the following

1. Request by Paul Kelly to consider use issuing IECEx CoCs to IEC FDIS.  Considered under 6.1

2. Certificate life as reaised by Karel Neleman, discussed under 6.2

3. An IECEx Application for Smart Phones and mobile devices, noted under 6.3 

3 IECEx activities + Developments since Split 2011 Annual IECEx meetings

Members noted various activities, achievements and developments since the 2011 IECEx Split meetings, including:

· Publication of new IECEx 01 Basic Rules
· Promotional Events

· HazardEx 2012 – Ron Sinclair noted highlights of HazardEx 2012 including the industry award to C Agius

· Dubai IECEx Conference  

· Vietnam  Indonesia

· ExPIC Conference Kual Lumpur

· Industry Dialog, Singapore
The meeting noted the above events and their respective success.
The meeting further noted a paper prepared and presented by Kerry McManama (IECEx Chairman) and Marty Cole during the last PCIC Conference, 2011 focussing on IECEx CoPC Scheme.

In general discussion, Nick Maalouf raised the value of promotion, that is being seen as either

· Events of a regular nature

· Events that occur randomly

Feeling that a structured approach to promotion and marketing is necessary and would form the basis of a market/promotion plan to be developed under WG13 “Business Development”

The meeting noted the publication of new Edition OD 022 IECEx Mark and  the issue of ExTAG/247A/Inf – Implementation of new ISO/IEC 80079-34, and reviewed this during the WG5 discussions 
The meeting also noted the pending publication of Revisied edition of IECEx 02.
4 Report/Discussion on Items since Split 2011
4.1 IECEx 2011 ExMC Minutes (ExMC/723A/RM) with assigned action items relating to WG1
4.1.1 Action Item 9, Revision of Term “Manufacturer” in IECEx 02 (Also see Action item 33)

In reviewing the current definition of manufacturer as included in IECEx 02 with Tim Duffy noting that this closely aligns with IECEE and while questioning the word “assessment” in the definition agreed to maintain the current wording as is but Ron Sinclair agreed to consider proposing some guidance notes.
4.1.2 Action Item 10, Annex A of ExMC/690/CD to be considered for preparation as an IECEx OD.

The meeting noted that the Secretariat is preparing an Operational Document as agreed during the Split 2011 ExMC
4.1.3 Action Item 12, The terms “audit” and “assessment” to be clarified.

While the meeting did not see an immediate need to revise use of the terms within OD 009, noting that “audit” can be considered one element of an “assessment” but did agree on the value of having one single document containing all definitions as used within the various IECEx documents.

Recommendation 1. to ExMC

That a separate document be prepared that contains all the various definitions used within the IECEx rules and Operational Documents and that this work can be handled by WG1 

4.1.4 Action Item 24, Certificate life of Components to be considered in light of ExMC acceptance of ExMC/689/R [To be addressed under Agenda Item 4.4 below]
This was dealt with under dedicated Agenda item 4.4
4.1.5 Action Item 36, Consideration of use of IEC 60079-33 “S” within IECEx (This Item also referred to Executive).

The meeting took a detailed discussion on the issue of the new IEC 60079-33 “s” Standard noting initial work within ExTAG, re ExTAG/232/CD  with Ralph Wigg highlighting:

· The need to address ExCBs expertise and  capability (eg existing technical scope) for this activity

· The number of ExCBs to act as verifiers and their locations, eg can they come from the same country

In conclusion the meeting agreed that there is a market need for Ex s but feel that more work is required to expand on the current draft IECEx documents prepared so far.  This position is to be presented to the IECEx Executive meeting later this week.
4.1.6 Action Item 37, Clear identification of editions of Standards covering components on CoCs.
This item was discussed as part of Agenda Item 4.4, below
4.2
IECEx 02 Revision, IECEx Equipment Certification Scheme – Scheme 
Rules Of Procedure.  Report on publication Status 
The meeting noted that the publication of IECEx 02 is scheduled for later this week.  The meeting was given the opportunity to raise any major items needing to be addressed for a future edition.  No issues were raised. Heinz Berger, did raise that after the Calgary meeting there may be a need to consider updates, especially in relation to terms.
4.3
OD 009 Revision, IECEx Equipment Certification Scheme Operations 
Manual  Report on publication Status
The meeting noted that the publication of IECEx OD 009.  The meeting was given the opportunity to raise any major items needing to be addressed for a future edition.  No issues were raised

4.4
Certificate Life, consideration of whether there is a need to 
introduce a requirement to “up date” Component Certificates to later Editions of standards. 

The meeting noted 2 proposals

a) From Paul Kelly, UL 
b) From QPS

The meeting considered the following proposal from Paul Kelly to amend Clause 8.1.1 of IECEx 02 as follows

An IECEx CoC may be issued to any edition of the standard the current standard or one edition prior. An upgrading of existing CoCs after publishing of a new edition of a Standard is not required unless otherwise determined by ExMC.
NOTE The applicable latest edition is generally determined based on the issue date of the CoC.
As a means of removing the restriction to issue new CoCs only to latest editions of standards or 1 edition prior.

There was detailed discussion on this proposal with a number of issues being raised such as

· What constitutes previous editions, noting some Standards have changed numbers

· Some initial Standards did not have tests

· The general expectation that newly issued IECEx CoCs would reflect current technology/Standards

· The varying stages of adoptions of editions of Standards by different countries

There was limited support for the PK proposal with David Stubbings highlighting that “up issuing” a CoC due to a change in design does not currently require the Product to be brought up to the latest edition of the standard.
Kerry McManama raised the issue of serving market needs with the meeting entering into further discussion.

In conclusion the WG are not in a position to support the proposed change but noted support for some members, with the Convener advising that a Member Body may wish to raise the matter formally thru the ExMC. 
The meeting then discussed the QPS proposals as outlined in the annex of the Agenda, Identification of equipment to different editions of standard and options contained within concerning the reporting of editions of standards covering components when included in a final product Certificate.

Nick Maalouf presented the QPS proposals and outlined the various options presented.  

There were various views raised during the discussions such as 
· The possibility of listing all standards and components in the CoC

· Including an attached list of components and their Standards and editions to a CoC

· Making a statement in the CoC that components to old editions of Standards are used

· Others

Following further discussions the meeting concluded that they confirmed their previous position that components complying with older editions of standards maybe used with evaluation of their use within the equipment to be recorded in the ExTR with no need to record such detail in the CoC, similar to the QPS option 1, without total revaluation and only covering an assessment of the differences between requirements of the component standards and that of the current standards.

In discussing the best mechanism for recording this approach a small Task Team comprising, Nick Maalouf, Jim Munro C Agius would consider where best to locate this eg as an ExTAG decision. As part of OD 009 or a combination.  This Task Team to report back to WG1 via correspondence with a proposal for WG1 to consider in a proposal to the ExMC.
5 Listing of Related Standards, other than IEC on IECEx CoCs

During the March 2012 Dubai meeting of the IECEx Executive, the issue of referencing Standards (non IEC) in addition to the IEC Standards that may have also been used during Testing and assessment of products, under the IECEx 02 Certified equipment Scheme was discussed.

The Executive considered that only standards listed on the CoC were those directly associated with the IECEx System but did recognize that there is a market need to also show that other Standards were also considered.  In arriving at this position the Executive sought WG1’s views prior to taking the matter to the ExMC
The WG1 meeting noted the value in the provision of 2 separate attachments to an IECEx CoC as follows:

a) An Attachment that is an integral part of the CoC, ie an extension of the CoC

b) An attachment that is added to provide additional information of the product and is NOT an integral part of the CoC. 

In discussing this further the meeting agreed to recommend to the Executive and ExMC the following:

· For item a) the Attachment contains the IECEx logo

· For item b) the Attachment does NOT contain the logo but any reference to compliance with Standards (other than those covered within the IECEx System) are to be verified by the ExCB issuing the IECEx CoC.

The meeting agreed for Ron Sinclair’s offer to propose draft standard wording for these attachments. 

Recommendation 2. to ExMC

That a an additional attachment to a CoC be provided for instance where the CoC Applicant seeks additional information to be attached to on-line CoCs concerning compliance with Standards outside that of the IECEx Scheme. Such Attachments should not contain the IECEx Logo.
6 Consideration of any additional work for WG1 for the immediate future (Other Busines).  
The opportunity to discuss items that relate to the IECEx Equipment Certification Scheme rules, ahead of the ExMC meeting.
6.1 
Use of IEC FDIS for issuing CoCs and ExTRs 


The meeting discussed the initial question from Paul Kelly, concerning the use of FDIS for issuing IECEx CoCs and ExTRs with the following points being raised

a) At the FDIS stage the document is not a standard and voting my end up negative with the question raised “What happens to CoCs already issued if the FDIS never proceeds to Standard”

b) This would constitute a major change to the Basic rules, IECEx 01 and require approval by the CAB

c) Typical timeframe between issuing FDIS and publication of the Standard is 5 months, there is there really such a need

While the meeting did not support the use of FDIS for issuing CoCs the meeting did note the value for IECEx to commence early work to have ExTR blank forms ready for when the Standard is published, along with the advantage to have testing underway.

A question was put to the Secretariat whether or not a scope extension request could be processed while the Document is at FDIS stage with the Secretariat confirming that that under current rules this would not be accepted, noting that scope extension requests are dealt with by the Secretariat as a priority.

6.2 
Discussion of Certificate Upgrading to latest editions of Standards
Karel Neleman questioned the current practice for upgrading of Certificates to latest editions of Standards with the meeting noting that current rules require a CoC to remain valid unless surveillance audits find some major problems that affect the Status of the CoC.

ExCBs are required to inform their manufacturers, at the time of auditing regarding any new editions of standards for them to take a decision concerning any upgrade of the CoC. No action required of this WG.
6.3
Information about the Smart Phone App….

The Secretariat informed the meeting of work underway concerning introduction of an IECEx Application for smart phones and mobile devices, eg iPad, following an industry related inquiry for such a feature.

The meeting was informed that this application would provide a streamlined search and view capability of the IECEx Certificate of Conformity Site with both an “on-Line” and “Off-Line” mode.

The meeting indicated support for this as part of promotion and awareness of the IECEx System.

Thorsten Arnhold raised the value of IECEx considering introduction of a 2D block code for containing product information, eg QR Code.  The meeting agreed.
7
NEXT WG1 MEETING

To be held in conjunction with other meetings such as ExPCC / Exec / MarkCo and to be determined during the Executive meeting later this week.  

[Secretariat NOTE: Arising from the IECEx Executive meeting, the next meeting of WG1 and WG5 is scheduled for 3 June 2013, Buxton UK hosted by SGS Baseefa]
8 
CLOSE

The meeting concluded at 12.30pm with the Convener thanking members for the attendance and participation and the hosting by INERIS.  A meeting of WG5 was held following this meeting.
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