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The IECEx Scheme - the global certification scheme for explosion-protected products – is pleased to announce that its new Version 2.0 of the Internet based Live “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System is now operational and available for use by the International Ex industries, associated with Petrochemical, On/Off - Shore installations, Mining, Surface coating industries, Transportation, including aviation, Grain Handling and food processing and many others where there is a potential for a flammable or combustible atmosphere to be present.

While IECEx Certification has evolved as an essential compliance tool for the single Internationally recognized system of providing independent verification of compliance with International IEC Standards such as the IEC 60079, IEC 61241 and IEC 61779 series, since On-Line certificates became available late 2003, this new system represents a major upgrade and expansion of the previous version.

This new Internet On-Line System provides a range of services including but not limited to:-

· Full public access to issued IECEx Certificates of Conformity which can be accessed by any computer with Internet access – In short, if it is not on the internet, the certificate has not been issued
· Full “Key Word” search capability providing industry with a “buyers Guide”

· A complete down load of the system into an Excel Spreadsheet for “Off-Line” access to assist when carrying out inspections of installations in remote areas

· An incorporated “Linked Database” system between various issues (or Supplementaries) for historical traceability of past issues of a certificate

· Print and down loading capabilities, noting that the electronic On-Line version remains the master controlled version, for reference.
· Expansion to introduce the new IECEx Certified Service Facility Programme covering Certification of Ex Repair and Overhaul Facilities that meet                IEC 60079-19.

· No need for purchasing or maintaining complex software programs

· Identification of the IECEx authorized Certificate Issuing Body is retained

· Security of the system is maintained by the IEC Central Office located in Geneva

· Many others
To assist industry with a full appreciation of this system, IECEx have published a users guide via IECEx Operational Document, OD 011 Part 1, freely available from the IECEx website.

Certificates issued under the IECEx Scheme are in line with the Internationally accepted Type 5 System of Certification, involving:-

a) Type Testing of Samples that represent production

b) Factory Audit to IECEx Quality System requirements, based on ISO 9001 with inclusion of additional Technical requirements, (aligned with EN 13980 as used under ATEX)

c) On-going regular surveillance audits to ensure production capability is maintained.

The International IECEx Scheme provides a single global system structured such that all IECEx Certification Bodies (known as ExCBs) have been successfully assessed by an IECEx assessment team utilizing the internationally accepted peer assessment model to ensure they posses technical competence, facilities and systems that enable ExCBs to carry out Ex Certification the “IECEx Way”
Dr Uwe Klausmeyer of PTB Germany and IECEx Chairman commented “We are very excited with the new improvements to the system and are very appreciative of the excellent work and support by the IEC Central Office and IECEx Secretariat.  The success enjoyed by IECEx is due to the many Ex industry experts that participate on the IECEx Management and Technical Committees and Specialist Working Groups, now at 21 WGs plus Management and Technical Committees”

Upcoming events of the IECEx include

· Meetings of Expert WGs in Paris June 2007

· Presentation of a formal Paper at the 2007 PCIC EU Conference Paris June 2007 (see http://www.pcic-europe.eu/ )
· IECEx 2007 Annual series of meetings, USA September 2007

For further information, visit the IECEx website at www.iecex.com or contact the IECEx Secretariat, Mr Chris Agius chris,agius@iecex,com
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