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IEC:  In the beginning
St. Louis 1904: palace of electricity

• Officially formed in 
1906 – Lord Kelvin 
the first IEC 
President

• Formed to serve 
needs of industry –
“Standardisation”

• Continues to evolve 
to the needs of 
industry 



Who is the IEC ?

 International Electotechnical Commission
 Founded in 1906 - Promote international co-

operation on all questions of standardization and 
related matters in the fields of electrotechnology, 
including Conformity Assessment.

According to the IEC 
Masterplan:

Standardisation
+

Conformity 
Assessment

The 2 Pillars of IEC
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Systems 
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IECRE 5
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Role of the IECEx Secretariat

IEC CA 01 Clause 8.6
The Secretariat is provided by the Central Office and may reside in the IEC 
Central Office or elsewhere. The IEC General Secretary & CEO in consultation 
with the IEC CA System shall decide on the degree of administrative support 
provided by the Central Office. 

IEC CA 01 Clause 8.7
The Executive Secretary is entrusted with the chief executive officer functions of 
the IEC CA System in consultation with the executive thereof, as delegated by and 
under the supervision of the IEC General Secretary & CEO. The routine work of 
the CA System Executive Secretary is to:

a) provide general administrative and secretarial services for the IEC CA System 
and the secretarial services to the CA System MC; 

b) handle and be responsible for the daily financial matters of the Secretariat and 
the IEC CA System;  

c) More…….
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IEC Sydney Office:
Level 33 / 264 George Street
Sydney NSW 2000, Australia

E-mail: info@iecex.com
Tel: +61 2 4628 4690

Australian Based Sec. Team
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Role of the IECEx Secretariat
• Day to Day running of the System

• Financial Management, with Treasurer and Executive

• Oversee Development of new services

• Maintenance of existing services and supporting 
elements, eg Documentation, website etc

• Promotion and Marketing and growth.

• Compliance, eg:
• Industry complying with IECEx Rules and General Business 

practise, eg any misuse of the IECEx
• Membership Compliance, eg ExCBs+ExTLs
• Secretariat Compliance with roles and responsibilities 



IECEx System

IECEx Conformity Mark License

IECEx Certificate of Personal  
Competence Scheme (CoPC) 

IECEx Equipment Scheme
Certification of Ex Equipment
IECEx Equipment Scheme
Certification of Ex Equipment

IECEx Services Scheme
Certification of Ex Service Providers

IECEx Certification Schemes

IECEx “Certificate of 
Conformity”

IECEx “Unit 
Verification” Cert.

Choice between:

IECEx “Component 
Certificate”

IECEx Recognised Training Provider 
Program (RTP)
Recognition of Training Bodies supporting CoPC



 1992 – TC 31 Concept - IEC survey reveals agreement to develop a standalone 
International Ex scheme, WGEx formed to develop nucleus of  a Scheme.  

 1994 – IECEE 04 Rules published / 1999 converted to IECEx 01 + IECEx 02

 1996 – First meeting of Management Committee, in London appointment of 
Officers (Ian Cleare first IECEx Chairman, Chris Agius appointed Exec Secretary)

 1997 – 1999 Development of IECEx structure, first round of peer assessments. 

 1999 – Scheme commences “Transitional” Operation - Issue Ex Reports (ATR)

 2000 – First National Ex Certificate issued on basis of IECEx Test and 
Assessment Report (ATR)

 2002 – IECEx Management decision to move to FULL level (Type 5) and issuing 
of “IECEx Certificates of Conformity” 

 2003 – IECEx “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System in operation – FIRST 
IECEx Certificate issued – 130 CoCs issued 1 year later

 2007 – IECEx Services Scheme / Repair. Launched

 2010 – New IECEx Certified Persons Scheme Launched

 2011 – United Nations UNECE formally endorses IECEx.

IECEx History – Significant milestones



•Transducers, Sensors etc
•Switchgear
•Control Stations
•Motors
•Luminaries and Lighting 
•Underground vehicles
•Radios + Communication
•Junction boxes
•Control Modules
•Control Systems
•Instrumentation
•Analyser houses
•Ventilation Rooms
•Components

•Terminals
•Adaptors / Reducers
•Cable terminations
• Glands

•Many others

Items + Systems Covered – Equipment Scheme

Includes Mechanical
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IECEx On-Line Certificate System
An IECEx Certificate is more than just 
a piece of paper or electronic file!!! 
It is a Compliance Instrument used by 
different stakeholders, including 
Inspectorates + Regulators.

Key Message:  
<Certificates need to be clear>
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Under the IECEx Certified Equipment Scheme, 
the IECEx Certificate number displayed on the 
product matches the Master version on the 
website – provides instant verification of 
claims of IECEx Certification

Certificate number included on Product Marking



15

United Nations Publication, 
March 2011 endorsing IEC TC 31 
Standards + IECEx as “world’s 
best practice”, now re-confirmed 
in 2019..

Full Text 
http://www.unece.org/press/pr2011/11trade_p03e.htm

United Nations reconfirms Endorsement of IECEx



Thank you
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