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INTRODUCTION
This Draft Decision Sheet, prepared by SIRA, is issued for your consideration. 

Please submit comments by -

2009 07 08 to ExTAG Secretary, Mr. Michel Brenon, via 

Christine Kane
If comments have not been received by the above date this document will be published as an ExTAG Decision Sheet.
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	Introduction

Clause C.3.1 of IEC 60079-1:2007 requests that cable glands be assembled on to either mandrels or cable (as applicable to their design) in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and then subjected to the appropriate thermal conditioning parameters as applicable in accordance with IEC 60079-0. The sealing test is conducted after thermal endurance.

Question: 

Is it permissible to retighten a cable gland in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions prior to carrying out the sealing test?
Answer: 

It is permitted to tighten the gland prior to the overpressure test when the manufacturer's instructions state the gland is to be checked for tightness within a specified time after installation and at suitable intervals, in accordance with IEC 60079-17. In addition it is important that that the manufacturer’s instructions also state that it is the seal compression component that is to be checked and tightened as necessary (IEC 60079-17:2007 cl.4.12.5).

The certificate number shall have an X suffix in accordance with IEC 60079-0 and the specific conditions for use on the certificate shall draw the user’s attention to the requirement to check and retighten the seal compression element.
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