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Ex TAG DRAFT MEETING AGENDA

1. Opening and Welcome
The meeting commenced at 09.00 a.m Tuesday 5th September 2006. 

The Chairman thanked the hosts firstly for offering to host the meeting and then for providing excellent facilities and organisation. The Chairman gave a warm welcome to the newly accepted ExCBs and ExTLs and also welcomed India as a new member country. He also asked that the best wishes of the group be extended to Mr Ron Sinclair who had been unable to attend due to illness.

The Chairman gave a few brief details relating to the running of the meeting advising all present that restricted sessions would mean that those attending as observers would be asked to leave for some items listed for discussion. He reminded the meeting that observers had been welcomed to the meetings since Braunschweig 2000. 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

Document ExTAG/87B/DA


The members then approved the agenda without changes.

3.
Report of the 7th ExTAG Meeting Buxton 2005 


To note the Report of the last meeting held in Buxton, October 2005.  


Document for noting:

ExTAG(Buxton/secretariat)06 ExTAG Report Buxton Meeting 2005
In absence of any comments the report was accepted.

4.

Report on ExTAG Training Workshop held Monday 4th September 2006 

   

 in Shanghai

4.1 Summary and highlighting of the main points from the ExTAG Training Workshop, by ExTAG Chairman, Mr. Kerry McManama

A presentation on the “Evolution of IECEx” was given by Mr Michel Brenon, BV-LCIE, ExTAG Secretary. Mr Brenon’s presentation covered constitution, line of reporting and the structure of the IECEx Scheme.

A presentation on OD 021 on IS was given by Mr David Walker from ITACS covering I.S apparatus and systems. 

Mr David Stubbings gave a presentation on “Trade agents” from SIRA. This presentation covered amongst other topics approaches and solutions.

Mr Jim Munro, Chairman of the Assessor Panel, gave a presentation on “Feedback on the assessment of ExTLs and ExCBs. Mr Munro’s presentation covered-

· Preparation for assessments

· Processes

· Areas for improvement

Mr Chris Agius, ExMC Secretary, gave a presentation on “The enhancement of co-operation between ExTls and ExCBs”.  He reported on feedback that has been received at the Secretariat from industry, regulators as well as from ExTLs and ExCBs. He reiterated,  “that co-operation is of paramount importance in order for the scheme to succeed”.

Mr Theo Pipjker from KEMA gave a presentation on “Certificate Content. Mr Pipjker emphasised the importance of consistency between ExCBs.

The Chairman thanked the contributors for these most informative presentations 

4.2 Matters and actions arising from ExTAG Training workshop 

Document for noting:

ExTAG/97/Inf ExTAG Training workshop

The Chairman advised that all the presentations will be available, within the next few days, on the IECEx web Site. He also asked that participants put forward suggestions for future workshops.

5.  
New Applicant Status Short Review.  

ExMC Secretary briefly reported about candidate ExCBs and ExTLs

The ExMC Secretary advised the meeting of the current situation:  

· 28 accepted ExCBs and 31 accepted ExTLs. He pointed out that in some instances ExTLs operate with other bodies

· New applications have been received from IBExU, TUV Rheinland, TUV SUD, FTZU, EPSILON and QPS. A number of these are at present out for voting while assessments have been planned for those remaining.

6.

Assessment/Re-assessment/Surveillance of ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation)

6.1
Status review.

6.2
Observations and suggestions to be made to ExMC.

An EXCEL table covering all ExCBs, ExTLs and candidate ExCBs and ExTLs   indicating their current status, reassessment date, surveillance details as well as accreditation status, was shown by the ExMC Secretary. Various members suggested that this document be made available on the IECEx web site. 

The recommendation to ExMC after some discussion was be that the document should be posted on the web site but with restricted access.

7.

Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation)

7.1 Cooperation among IECEx Bodies - Under this item IECEx Bodies will be given the opportunity to discuss their working experiences with other ExCBs and ExTLs.

The ExMC secretary advised the meeting of concerns that had been received, from manufacturers relating to co-operation between ExCBs and ExTLs, at the secretariat. 

The secretary reminded the members that when operating within the IECEx Scheme they are operating under and a brand, IECEx and thereby IEC. He emphasised that the scheme must therefore ensure that there is co-operation between bodies.  

The members agreed to enhance co-operation in order to smooth the process within the Scheme e.g.: acceptance of ExTRs by receiving ExCBs, questions on IS dedicated ExTRs. Also the members agreed that it is important that when questions arise relating to ExTRs that ExTLs talk with one another before speaking to the manufacturer.

There was further discussion with agreement that most questions raised related to 60079-11. The Chairman asked if anything could be done to be of assistance, for example, Decision Sheets. He emphasised to the meeting that it is critical for OD 021 be improved and asked the members to provide comments/feedback to the ExTAG WG8 Convenor. 

The secretary reminded the committee that according to IECEx Rules and noted on each individual application we have all agreed to accept ExTRs form other ExTLs and that this would include National Differences. 

7.2 Operating to IECEx Rules and Operational Documents - Under this item IECEx Bodies will be given the opportunity to discuss their working experiences in using the IECEx Rules and Operational Documents.

Comments were received from GB and DE relating to the preparation and publishing of Operational Documents. Concerns were expressed that perhaps the scheme was “running’” too fast and that programmes be brought to a conclusion before moving on to the next one. It was pointed out that once an Operational Document is published it is mandatory.

The recommendation to ExMC from ExTAG members is that the ExMC be asked to set procedures in place for the methods involved in the preparation and publication of ODs.

8. 
IECEx Website and On-line Certificate of Conformity

Update of information by IECEx Secretariat

The ExMC secretary gave a detailed report on the various tools that have been developed on the IECEx Web site to assist users. The most important being improved enhancements to the CoC system as well as a newly developed database to replace Operational Document OD 001- Operational document No Ex/OD001/Version 23 Participating Countries, Accepted Ex Certification Bodies (ExCBs) and Accepted Ex Test Laboratories and Candidate ExCBs and ExTLS. The secretary emphasised the assistance that had been received from the IEC in enabling these improvements.
The recommendation to ExMC - Manufacturers wish to have a flag (icon) signalling when new documents become available on the site.
9. Working Group Status-Review.

To review the status of work conducted by the ExTAG Working Groups and to give consideration to the continuance of groups.

9.1 
ExTAG WG1, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRS 

Working Group 1 was convened to create, revise and update the Ex Test Reports to be used within the IECEx Scheme. The work is ongoing. 
 (Report by Mr P. Kelly, Convenor)

Document for noting

*ExTAG/88/R Report on WG 1 Preparation and maintenance of ExTRs

Mr Paul Kelly, ExTAG WG1 Convenor, gave a very detailed report on the work on the work carried out by the WG since Buxton. The meeting was also asked to note document ExTAG/88/R just recently posted on the web site.

The convenor advised the meeting that all standards, with the exception of IEC 60079-28, had owners responsible for the preparation of new versions of ExTRs. Mr Kelly asked for volunteers and Mr Karl Heinz Schwedt from TUV Nord very kindly obliged.

The WG also asked if it could take responsibility for the Operational Document OD010 - Guidance for the Preparation of IECEx Test Reports (ExTRs) by IECEx Certification Bodies (ExCBs) and the Processing of ExTRs by Receiving ExCBs”. 

The recommendation to ExMC - the meeting agreed that this request for responsibility for OD 010 be forwarded to the ExMC. Also the WG requests that a new  OD be prepared covering guidelines for assigning current and new ExTRs.  The WG agrees to take on this work if so decided.

9.2
  IECEx TAG WG2 Interpretations and Technical Enquires
The members took the decision, during the Brdo 2004 Meeting, to disband WG2 as an ExTAG WG.
9.3
IECEx TAG WG3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements

Working Group 3 was convened to produce a document to assist manufacturers in the preparation of drawings and documentation to be submitted with an application for certification. The work is ongoing

(Report by Mr Jim Birch, Convenor)

Documents for noting

OD/017/V3 Drawing and documentation Guidance for IECEx Certification
ExTAG/89/R Activity Report on WG 3 Documentation and Drawing 

Mr Jim Birch, Convenor of WG3, sent his apologies for his inability to attend the meeting but asked in his document that the meeting endorse his suggestions for the continuing work of this WG. 

Decision - the Meeting agreed to endorse the suggestions and asked that the WG continue with its tasks.

9.4 
IECEx TAG WG4, Uncertainty of Measurement 

Working Group 4 was set up to build a proposal concerning the uncertainty of measurement and the use of test data in test reports. 

* to be issued

We note that Dr. Johannsmeyer, given his increased workload, has advised that he will be resigning from his role as ExTAG WG4 Convenor. The Meeting, in order to progress the work of WG4, needs to appoint a new Convenor. 

 (Verbal report from Dr Johannsmeyer)

Documents for noting:

 OD/012/V1 ExTAG Guide for Application of Uncertainty of Measurement to conformity for laboratory tests carried out under the IECEx Scheme

CAB/525/DC IECEE CTL Guide 01 Uncertainty of measurement
The Convenor Dr Johannsmeyer informed the members that there had been no progress since the Buxton Meeting. He also informed the meeting that he could no longer continue in the role of Convenor

He advised that the tables for the following standards had not yet been completed IEC 60079-1, 2, 15 and 26 as well as 61241. He also asked that in view of the fact that members of the Working Group had withdrawn or retired that new/additional members be sought. The Chairman asked for volunteers

· Mr David Stubbings, from SIRA, kindly offered to take over the role of Convenor.

· Dr Johannsmeyer agreed to stay on the WG as a member.

The following members agreed to participate on the WG.

· Mr Bernard Piquette, INERIS, 

· Mr. Brenon, LCIE

· Mr Xu, NEPSI and 

· Mr Joe Gryn CSA

The Chairman thanked them for volunteering to participate in this important work.

The decision was reached that the work of WG4 was still relevant to the scheme and that it should therefore remain active. The Chairman thanked past members for their work and was pleased to welcome the new members to the WG.

9.5
IECEx TAG WG5 Verification of compliance to referenced Standards 


The scope of ExTAG WG 5 was found to overlap with ExTAG WG 6 
therefore the merging of these groups was proposed and agreed.

ExTAG WG 5 is thereby disbanded and the former Convenor, Mr Paul Kelly, has agreed to become a member of ExTAG WG6.
9.6
IECEx TAG WG6 Procedures for testing at other locations - Verification of compliance to referenced Standards
Working Group 6 was formed as a result of discussions held during the 2003 ExTAG Budapest Meeting. The Working Group first met in Budapest in 2003 and reported to the ExMC Budapest Meeting. A second meeting was held in Slovenia in 2004 which gave ExTAG (Brodo/WG6) 04 and 06 comments. These comments were incorporated in a draft referenced ExTAG/76/CD August 2005 and ExTAG/76A/CD, presented in detail to the ExTAG October meeting in Buxton. The outcome from the ExTAG 2005 Buxton Meeting was for an extended comment period until the end of December 2005. 

(Report by Mr Michel Brenon, Convenor)



Document for noting

OD/024/V1 IECEx Rules of Procedure covering the use of “Other Testing Laboratories” for the purpose of third party assessment and certification. (e.g. manufacturers or users laboratories)

After considerable discussion by the ExTAG it was recommended that this Operational Document OD 024 IECEx Rules of Procedure covering the use of “Other Testing Laboratories” for the purpose of third party assessment and certification be withdrawn. The Chairman asked, that given the lengthy discussion, the members forward their comments back to the WG, to assist the Working Group in the preparation of a revised edition of the document. A questionnaire to know, in principle, the degree of acceptance of data generated  by manufacturers through one of the proposed ways, WOT, TOP and SOT by members is to be drafted. Once this has been finalised a date for final comment will be decided. All comment is to be forwarded to Christine Kane at the IECEx secretariat within the period defined on the questionnaire. 

Convenor of the WG is to draft the questionnaire in conjunction with officers of the scheme.

New members to this WG are as follows: 

· Jim Munro, Chairman TC31

· Mr Peter Bremer SP 

· Mr Heinz Berger IECEx Treasurer

· Mr David Stubbings SIRA 

· John Watt TestSafe

The recommendation to the ExMC is that OD 024 be withdrawn and a new edition be prepared with the assistance of the new WG Members 

9.7 IECEx TAG WG7 The exchange of information, relating to 
Manufacturer’s Proprietary Information, between ExCBs.

Working Group 7 was formed as a result of discussions held during the 2004 Brdo ExTAG Meeting. Concerns were raised during the meeting over the exchange of manufacturer's proprietary information between ExCBs. Based on the outcome of this work a recommendation will go forward to the ExMC. 

(Report by Mr Joe Gryn, Convenor


Document to be considered 

ExTAG/90/R
There was much discussion on the value of this document with some members feeling that the document was unnecessary. The members also considered whether or not the Working Group was still necessary. Again, after considerable discussion, it was felt that the WG should be retained and members were asked to send comments/feedback on the document to the WG Convenor as soon as possible. It was also emphasised that manufacturers must acknowledge the rules of the Scheme.

Decision WG7 is to be retained with comment on document ExTAG/90/R to be forwarded to the WG Convenor.

        9.8 
ExTAG WG8 Common Assessment of IS Equipment and Systems 
Working Group 8 was formed as a result of discussions held during the ExTAG meeting in Brdo, October 2004, it was agreed to set up a working group (WG8) to produce a document that would enable consistent application of the existing Intrinsically Safe apparatus and System standards among bodies operating within the IECEx Scheme. 

 (Report by Eur-Ing David Walker, Convenor)

Document for noting

OD 021/V2 Guidance document for the Assessment of I.S systems and equipment 

Document to be considered

ExTAG/96/CC GB Comments on OD 021/V2 Guidance document for the Assessment of I.S systems and equipment

There was concern from some members that documents such as Operational Documents should have procedures in place to ensure that they do not contradict the Standards nor contain additional requirements to the Standards. Acknowledging that there had been considerable comment on OD 021 the ExTAG Chairman advised that, as a living document, it can undoubtedly be improved. He asked that the comments received from GB in ExTAG/96/CC be forwarded to the WG convenor and concluded that there was no need for further discussion within the meeting.

Decision from the members being that WG8 takes into account the GB comments when preparing Version 3 of this OD.

 9.9
ExTAG WG9 Ex 's' requirements 


Working Group 9 was formed as a result of discussions held during the 2005 Buxton ExTAG Meeting. The terms of reference are to develop a common set of requirements that enables ExTRs and CoCs to be issued under the category of Ex 's' special protection.  Mr Gillaux and Mr David Walker (AU) have prepared the following document for consideration and request that the call for further nominations to the WG is made. 

(Report from Mr Marc Gillaux, Convenor)
Document to be considered



*ExTAG/91/R

Mr Brenon reported on behalf of Mr Gillaux advising the members that two documents were at present under consideration by this Working Group. He continued saying, that it had been difficult for the work to progress as there were at present only two members, he asked for members to volunteer to participate on this WG in order to gain more input and thereby provide a better outcome.

The Chairman supported this suggestion and requested volunteers.

The following members volunteered to participate on the WG

· Mr Xu Jianping NEPSI

· Mr David Stubbings SIRA

· Mr Wang Jun CQST

· Mr Ron Sinclair BASEEFA (possibly)

Decision it was decided to continue with this WG with additional members. It is envisaged that a document will be available prior to the next meeting

10. ExTAG Technical Discussions relating to the Certified Equipment Programme(IECEx02)


10.1
To note updates to the current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets
The following document provides a listing of current ExTAG Decision Sheets and is issued for information to ExTAG Members.

Document for noting



ExTAG/86/Inf A list of approved ExTAG Decision Sheets – August 2006

10.2 ExTAG Decision Sheets under discussion

Documents to be considered
ExTAG/92/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet on the Guidance on the preparation of IECEx Certificates and Reports covering more than one identifiable item of equipment

Recommendation to the ExMC is that this document be submitted as a Draft Operational Document for further comment

ExTAG/93/CD Value of the thermal conductivity of the dust to be used for the layer depth temperature
Decision - The submitter, in view of the comments received from within the meeting, withdrew the document. 

ExTAG/95/CD  ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet - Certification Documentation

Recommendation to the ExMC is not to adopt this document but to move it to the ExMC for inclusion in IECEx 02.

ExTAG/98/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet - Clearances, Creepages, Distances and Separations

Decision of the ExTAG is for this draft DS to be revised to include enclosure requirements with the provision of having an IP rating at least 44. To be sent back to submitter for rework.

ExTAG/99/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet - The requirements for the use of capacitors for coupling between Intrinsically Safe and Non-Intrinsically Safe circuits

The ExTAG decision was to accept this draft Decision Sheet.

ExTAG/100/CD Draft Decision Sheet, which is a draft revision of DS 2006/001 covering Comparative Tracking Index (CTI)

The ExTAG decision was that this document be sent back to the submitter for reworking and then to be circulated for comment.
10.3
The role of ExTAG Decision Sheets 

To note the purpose and role of ExTAG Decision Sheets

· Introducing Decision Sheets

· Revising Decision Sheets

· Withdrawing Decision Sheets

· Superseding Decision Sheets

Document for noting

AC/42/2004 New procedures for interpretation of standards

The ExTAG decision being that as soon as an Interpretation Sheet is published the Decision Sheet is to be withdrawn. 

     10.4 
Development of Technical Guidance Documents – Report on progress

10.4.1
Draft IECEx TGDs

The ExMC WG2 Convenor asks the ExTAG members to note and comment on the work done so to date by this WG. It would be appreciated if members would provide any comment to the ExMC Secretary in advance of the meeting. 

Document to be considered

ExMC/321/R - Report from ExMC Working Group 2 – TGDs

The Chairman advised members that if they had any comments relating to this document they should be forwarded to the ExMC secretary who would, in turn, forward comments to the ExMC WG2 Convenor. He also advised the members that this document would be discussed during the ExMC meeting.

11. ExTAG Technical Discussions relating to the Certified Service Facility Programme (IECEx 03)

11.1 To note Rules of Procedure IECEX 03

Document noted, available on the web.

11.2 To note Operational Documents

Documents for noting

· Ex OD013 V1 - Assessment Procedures to be followed by ExCBs for the Issuing and maintaining of IECEx Certificates of Conformity for Service Facilities conducting Repair, overhaul or modifications of Ex equipment seeking to be known as an IECEx Certified Service Facility. 

· Ex OD014 Version 1 – Quality management system requirements for IECEx Service Facilities involved in repair, overhaul and modification of Ex equipment
· Ex OD015 Version 1 – Technical Requirements for IECEx Service Facilities involved in repair, overhaul and modification of Ex equipment

· Ex OD016 Version 1 – Assessment Procedures for IECEx acceptance of Candidate Certification Bodies (ExCBs) for the purpose of issuing IECEx Certificates to Ex Service Facilities involved in the Repair, Overhaul and Modifications of Ex equipment
The ExMC WG10 Convenor, Mr Chris Agius, reported on the progress of the above documentation and the current status of the work being carried out. The members noted these documents and the convenor’s advice.

11.3 Application of the Programme


To consider a discussion paper prepared by BASEEFA


Document to be considered:



ExTAG/94/CD ExTAG – Assessment of an OEM service network

The Chairman encouraged members to consider this document and to forward any comments that they might have to the secretariat by the end of September. 



11.4
 Integration of service facilities of Ex Repair and Overhaul of Ex Equipment 



11.4.1 
The ExMC Secretary to report as convenor of ExMC WG10

This item was reported on under item 11.2 with Mr Agius further advising that the programme had now been rolled out and that three applications had already been received at the secretariat.

11.5
Any other matters

12. Industry discussion items

Documents to be considered



ExTAG/101/Inf ExTAG Industry Discussion Request  - Resistance to impact

ExTAG recommends this question to be directed back to the Chair of TC31 via the IECEx Secretariat. At present the Standard does not offer guidance and members are therefore asked to consider this and to think about how it should be handled in the new Standard.


ExTAG/102/Inf Temperature measurement


ExTAG recommends this question to be directed back to the Chair of TC31 via the IECEx Secretariat for guidance. 


ExTAG/103/Inf Information requirements

13. New topics (suggestions for topics to be dealt with during the next ExTAG Meeting)

Mr Evans Massey from Rockwell suggested that “Good working procedures for Working Groups” be considered as a topic for discussion. Mr Massey agreed to prepare a document prior to the next meeting for consideration of adding to the agenda.
14.      Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review

14.1 ExTAG Chairman and IECEx Officers to report
 


· Discussion with BIS, seminar to be conducted in India in a near future.

· PCIC/Europe held in June with the ExMC Secretary, Mr Chris Agius and Mr Theo Pipjker, KEMA both presented papers.

· The ExMC Secretary presented a paper at the WTO in Fiji

15.

CAB/ILAC Cooperation 



Review on ILAC Issues (Report by C. Agius).


Following document is noted

CAB/594/R Report on CAB/ILAC Technical Panel
16.
Matters for proposal to ExMC

A report listing various recommendations will be presented at ExMC

17.
Other Business
18.
Confirmation of next meeting, year and place
(normally aligned with ExMC meeting) 

The 2007 series of meetings is to be held in Denver Colorado details to be announced during the ExMC Meeting.

19.
Close of meeting 5.40
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