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INTRODUCTION

This Draft Decision Sheet, prepared by Underwriters Laboratory Inc. (UL), is issued for your consideration. Please submit comments by -

21st March 2008 to ExTAG Secretary, Mr Michel Brenon, via Christine Kane
If comments have not been received by the above date this document will be published as an ExTAG Decision Sheet.

Michel Brenon

ExTAG Secretary

	Address:

SAI Global Building 

286 Sussex Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia


	IECEx Secretariat

Contact Details:

Tel: +61 2 8206 6940

Fax: +61 2 8206 6272

e-mail: chris.agius@iecex.com
http://www.iecex.com

	ExTAG Secretary

Mr Michel Brenon/LCIE

Tel: +33 1 40 95 5519
Fax: +33 1 40 95 5520

e-mail
michel.brenon@lcie.fr



COLLECTION OF IECEx / ExTAG DECISIONS

	Standard: IEC 60079-0: 2007, IEC 60079-2: 2007
	Clauses: 
	

	Subject:

Purge Control Unit Certified as an Ex Component

Status of document: Open
	Key words:

· Purge Control

· Component

· Apparatus


	Decision of meeting:

Date: Day-Month-Year

Originator of proposal:
J. Dinneen/UL 

TC/SC involved: 



	Question: 

Should a purge control unit be certified as an Ex component or as an Apparatus?

Answer: 

A purge control unit should be certified as an Ex component for the following reasons.  A component has no autonomous function and it is essential to the safe functioning, with respect to explosion protection, of the equipment it is being used with.  A purge control unit meets both of these elements; it will always be used with an enclosure that it is protecting from explosive atmospheres.  It could not be considered an apparatus because, unlike other apparati, there are no tests in IEC 60079-2 that address a purge control unit to be used as an apparatus only.  To contrast this with intrinsically safe barriers, a barrier is an apparatus because IEC 60079-11 addresses specific tests and requirements for intrinsically safe barriers.  The assigned entity parameters limit what they can be connected to, and there are no additional tests or further evaluation required, as long as the entity parameters are followed.  However, all of the tests in IEC 60079-2 are dependent upon the construction of the enclosure that is being protected. The tests are based on whether the enclosure contains an internal source of release, if there is a containment system, the type of protective gas, etc. Therefore, like other Ex components, the purge control unit will need to be specifically evaluated in combination with the end product protected enclosure. 



	Final wording might be changed when creating CDV and FDIS document versions.
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