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Ex TAG DRAFT MEETING AGENDA 

1 Opening and Welcome

The meeting commenced at 09.00 a.m Tuesday 4th October 2005.

The chairman warmly welcomed the participants who came from 25 different countries

. 

Apologies were received from:

Mr P Smith (CSA), Mr P Bremer (SP) and Mr F Beglinger (Electrosuisse).
A special welcome was given to recent members Japan, Singapore with Malaysia attending as observers for the first time.

The Chairman advised the Meeting that ExTAG Membership is restricted on occasions, but reiterated, that observers are welcome at all other times. He reminded the meeting that at times attendance might be restricted to voting participants.

He also reminded the bodies present that, although in the EXTAG they are grouped under a flag of a member country, they represent their ExCB or ExTL and not their country and therefore may express different views.

2 Approval of the Agenda 

Document ExTAG/71B /DA was approved with following additional topics: 

· The DIN/ISO issue and proposal.

· Short Form Test Report issue

· Ex ‘s”

· Dust issues  

3 Minutes of the 6th ExTAG Meeting Brdo 2004 

The Confirmed Minutes of the last meeting held in Brdo, October 2004 were noted. The minutes having previously been confirmed via correspondence.

Document for noting:

ExTAG/69A/RM Confirmed Minutes of 6th ExTAG Meeting 

4
Report on ExTAG Training Workshop held Monday 3rd October 2005 
in Buxton

4.1 Summary and highlighting of the main points from the ExTAG Training Workshop, by ExTAG Chairman, Mr. Kerry McManama

Noting that the presentations given by the guest speakers are to be posted on ExMC website by the end of October.

4.2 Matters and actions arising from ExTAG Training workshop 

Following on from Mr Cleare’s presentation on Subcontracting ExTAG WG6 will be tasked to discuss issues raised during the workshop.

5
New Applicant Status Short Review.  

See OD OO 1 Version 21 

ExMC Secretary briefly reported on the status of candidate ExCBs and ExTLs

The index shows the scheme membership is now 25 member countries, Japan being the last country to have been quite recently accepted. 

There are currently 3 ExTLs applying from China as well as one ExCB. These are at present out for approval and voting. As previously stated Malaysia has expressed interest in the Scheme and are attending as observers.

6.
Assessment/Re-assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation)

6.1 Status review. 

In the past, concerns were expressed about the consistency and level of competency of the assessments. These concerns led to a tightening of the pool of the team of assessors. The aim was to ensure a high consistency and thereby ensure the credibility of the assessments. The national accreditation is used; the content however of this accreditation in some instances varied considerably from one country to another thereby leading to cooperation with ILAC/ IECEE. 

Broad issues which arose from these discussions:

· Permitted use of subcontracting that could be accepted locally but causes a problem at international level

· Lack of equipment in labs, possibly leading to a withdrawal of part from the scope.

· Use of ISO 9000 auditors to assess manufacturers shown to be insufficient. Technical competency is needed resulting in a questionnaire to assess the competence of all assessors and, in some cases, co-auditing ILAC has been conducted.

The ExMC Secretary pointed out that the Documentation has changed the assessment process considerably, for instance OD 009 had not been published during the initial series of assessments, however during the reassessment process ExCBs and ExTLs had to comply with these requirements. Thereby leading to improvement in the assessed bodies.

A question arose –

Can it be considered that the Scheme has less and less confidence in the local accreditation model?

Local accreditation is seen as participating in the gathering of the

evidence for compliance in the scheme.

It was suggested that in order to ensure consistency it might be useful if more assessors with proper training were used. Training was given consideration but it was considered that this could be a financial burden. Therefore training as auditor might take place on the annual meeting training day.

EXTAG recommendation to ExMC :

In order to formalize training program for assessors and to determine the currency of the existing pool of assessor it was decided to recommend the re-activation of ExMC Working Group 4 Technical Reference Group for Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs.

More openness of the assessment and re-assessment findings was suggested and discussed. 

The ExMC secretary showed an example of an actual assessment report. An example of a site assessment report was given and complemented with a questionnaire on the relevant ISO 65 and 17025 documents. All this documentation, being held by the secretariat It was suggested that an audit of these documents take place.

It was also suggested that a list of non-conformities be provided having more detail than is current practice.

7.
Performance feedback from ExCBs and ExTLs (Restricted participation)

7.1 Cooperation among IECEx Bodies - Under this item IECEx Bodies will be given the opportunity to discuss their working experiences with other ExCBs and ExTLs.

ExTAG recommendation to ExMC
All the ExMC members and to ExTAG members should be reminded about their responsibility as ExCBs and ExTLs to respect the necessity of the sharing of issues related to the functioning of the IECEx. Emphasising that it is essential for all issues, should they arise, to be dealt with initially within the IECEx e.g.: By contacting the ExMC Secretary or the ExTAG Secretary prior to discussing publicly with a possible negative impact on the credibility of the scheme.

ExTAG recommendation to ExMC 

A code of conduct for members should be developed on how to deal with complaints they may have against the scheme or other members, should be developed.

Also to endorse the current systems and work done by the ExMC Secretary on matters related to complaints handling against the scheme. Consideration of potential penalties, such as levies, should be considered.

7.2
Operating to IECEx Rules and Operational Documents - Under this item IECEx Bodies will be given the opportunity to discuss their working experiences in using the IECEx Rules and Operational Documents.

ExTAG recommendation to ExMC
Concerns were raised with regards to CoCs covering multiple products. That is, products not within the same family. It is suggested that this should be reviewed by the IECEx secretariat and reasonably limited. 

Suggestion has been made that this last provision should be part of Decision Sheet on how to draft a CoC.

Ron Sinclair volunteered to draft this decision

7.3 Subcontracting of testing - to allow for discussion of work to date involving WG6 see WG 6 report 9.6

8. 
IECEx Website and On-line Certificate of Conformity

Update of information by IECEx Secretariat 

The ExMC Secretary gave a report relating to information technology and the CoC. The changes being the entry of QAR and ExTR details to be fully completed on the site before the CoC becomes live and current.

It is envisaged that these changes will make the preparation of CoCs more efficient. It was noted that the secretary has a meeting with the supporting relevant organisation within the IEC head office, hosts of the system, in Geneva next week.

Continue the practise concerning the withdrawal of a CoC being maintained by the ExMC Secretary.

9. Working Group Status-Review.

To review the status of work conducted by the ExTAG Working Groups and to give consideration to the continuance of groups.

9.1 ExTAG WG1, Preparation and maintenance of ExTRS 

For detail See report ExTAG/79/Inf WG1 Report
WG 1 Convened in Toronto prepares and co-ordinates the ExTRs

(Report by Mr David Adams (CSA) on behalf of Mr Peter Smith (CSA) the Convenor being unable to be present.)

Mr Joe Gryn informed the ExTAG meeting that Mr Smith is no longer able to continue in his role as Convenor. The Chairman thanked Mr Smith for his considerable contribution to the Scheme that has been ongoing and dedicated. Mr Joe Gryn suggested that a possible solution to getting participation in the production and maintenance of ExTRs might be by the use of financial compensation.

However prior to expanding this discussion it was decided to see if volunteers could be found for

· A WG Convenor

· As well as for the development of a number of ExTRs needed 

The Following volunteers for ExTRs were found and will be developed by 

79-7 4th edition

UL

79-18 3rd edition

INERIS,

79-26 2nd edition

EXAM

Paul Kelly UL volunteered to be the new Convenor to ExTAG WG1.

Mr Fiske and Mr Adams also volunteered to become members of WG1 other participants are invited to nominate other participant

Document for noting

ExTAG/79/R Report on WG 1 Preparation and maintenance of ExTRS

9.2 IECEx TAG WG2 Interpretations and Technical Enquires
The members took the decision, during the Brdo 2004 Meeting, to disband WG2 as an ExTAG WG.

WG disbanded

9.3 IECEx TAG WG3 Documentation and Drawing Requirements

Working Group 3 was originally convened to prepare documentation and drawing requirement guidelines for use in the preparation and issuing of ExTRs. 

(Mr Jim Birch, Convenor will give a Verbal.

Report circulated as green paper ExTAG(Buxton/Secretariat)05.

Comments to be sent back by the members

The outcome from discussion that the Guidelines be accepted and that the draft OD017 V3 be posted to the Web site and as it is used feedback is requested.

9.4 IECEx TAG WG4, Uncertainty of Measurement 

(Report by Dr. U. Johannsmeyer, Convenor)

Tables provided in ExTAG(Buxton/Secretariat)07, to be distributed, are felt to be useful for the ExTAG.

The ExMC Secretary will give information on work being done in the IECEE. The document issued by the IECEE CTL 001 is viewed by ILAC an important tool and is dedicated to IECEE only. Request has been made for it to be adopted as an IEC guide. In this event the clause limiting the use of the work done may disappear. It would therefore be appropriate for the IECEx to have an eye on this work. The WG has been asked to develop a list of standards still needing to be addressed. Additionally the ExTAG WG has requested the WG to consider CTL 001 during its consideration of necessary requirements.

9.5 IECEx TAG WG5 Verification of compliance to referenced Standards 

This Working Group was formed as a result of discussions held during the 2003 ExTAG Budapest Meeting on document ExTAG/45/CD Verification of compliance to referenced Standards
(Report by Mr Paul Kelly, Convenor)

The scope of ExTAG WG 5 was found to overlap with ExTAG WG 6 

therefore the merging of these groups was proposed and agreed.

ExTAG WG 5 is thereby disbanded and the former Convenor, Mr Paul Kelly, has agreed to be a member of ExTAG WG6.

9.6 IECEx TAG WG6 Procedures for testing at other locations

This Working Group was formed as a result of discussions held during the 2003 ExTAG Budapest Meeting. The Working Group first met in Budapest in 2003 and reported to the ExMC Budapest Meeting  (report contained in - ExMC/181A/RM - Clause 20. 1 Report from WG on Manufacturer’s testing). The work is ongoing.

(Report by Convenor Mr Michel Brenon)



Documents to be noted/considered

ExTAG/76A/CD  - WG6 Document - IECEx Rules of Procedure covering the use of “Other Testing Laboratories” for the purpose of third party assessment and certification

A verbal and power point presentation were given which focused on the needs of Manufacturers: Acceptance of CoC based on ExTRs partially containing results produced by manufacturers

Mr Brenon’s Presentation will be posted to the IECEx web site.

Comments on ExTAG/76A/CD to be sent to Christine Kane within the next 2 months

Update Members of the WG to include

William Fiske (ITS)

Michel Lhenry (ABB)

Mr Paul Kelly (UL)


Evans Massey (Rockwell)

9.7 IECEx TAG WG7 The exchange of information, relating to Manufacturer’s Proprietary Information, between ExCBs.
This WG was formed as a result of discussions held during the 2004 Brdo ExTAG Meeting. Concerns were raised during the meeting over the exchange of manufacturer's proprietary information between ExCBs. Based on the outcome of this work a recommendation will go forward to the ExMC. 

(Report from Mr Joe Gryn Working Group Convenor)

A Green Paper, ExTAG(Buxton/Secretariat)05, has been provided with a 2 month period for comments to be provided.

Comments to be sent to Secretariat Christine Kane.


Document to be noted/considered 

        9.8 ExTAG WG8 Common Assessment of IS Equipment and Systems 
During the ExTAG meeting in BRDO, October 2004, it was agreed to set up a working group (WG8) to produce a document that would enable consistent application of the existing Intrinsically Safe apparatus and System standards among bodies operating within the IECEx Scheme. 

(Report from Mr David Walker Working Group Convenor)

ExTAG agreed to the publishing of this document as an Operational Document to be posted to the web. 

Document to be considered

ExTAG/74/R - Report from WG8 - ExTAG WG8 Common Assessment of IS Equipment and Systems 
10 ExTAG Technical Discussions

10.1
To note updates to the current list of ExTAG Decision Sheets
The following document provides a listing of current ExTAG Decision Sheets and is issued for information to ExTAG Members.

Document for noting

ExTAG/72/Inf A list of approved ExTAG Decision Sheets

10.2     ExTAG decision sheets under discussion
Documents for consideration/discussion  


ExTAG/70/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet – Galvanically separating components
ExTAG/73/CC - Compilation of comment concerning ExTAG/70/CD ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet – Galvanically separating components
ExTAG agreed to the publishing of this document as an ExTAG Decision Sheet. The Chairman recommended that this then be sent by the IECEx Secretariat to 

the TC 31 Committee. It is agreed that this DS shall state that the ExTAG has accepted it after much discussion

.

10.3 
Documents to be considered

ExTAG/77/CD - ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet – Use of IECEx Certified Components 

ExTAG/77A/CD – Revised ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet – Use of IECEx Certified Components

Issued in September Comments to the secretariat are requested within 2 month period

10.4 

    Document for discussion

ExTAG/78/CD - ExTAG Draft Decision Sheet – CTI Testing

Given that the document has been issued recently without time for proper consideration comment will be open for 2 months 

Comments to be provided in 2 months to the IECEx Sectretariat.

11
New topics (to be dealt with at the next ExTAG Meeting)

12      Contact with other International and Regional Bodies – Status review

ExTAG Chairman and IECEx Officers to report


ExTAG Chairman reported that within the U.S OSHA will adopt requirements for zone equipment and classifications, and both division and zone systems will run parallel.

MSHA is heavily involved in the US National Committee and contribute to harmonization of stds for use in mines.

13
CAB/ILAC Cooperation 

Review on ILAC Issues (Report by C. Agius).



Document for noting:

· CAB/529/R - Report on the ILAC/CAB Technical Panel meeting, (Geneva, Switzerland)


This topic will be discussed in the ExMC however it can be noted that an MOU between ILAC and the IECEx has been signed. Dialogue with the ILAC technical panel continues. Ex Issues are still on the table.

14 Integration of service facilities of Ex Repair and Overhaul of Ex Equipment 

The ExMC Secretary to report as convenor of ExMC WG10

Brief report is made by the secretary WG 1 and 5 revised Rules of procedure to expand activities of the Scheme. Draft IECEx 003 has been given for voting. Comments to be presented at ExMC to get consensus

Target scheme to be in operation 1st quarter 2006

15 Matters EXTAG recommendation to ExMC:
In order to formalize training program for assessors and to determine the currency of the existing pool of assessor it was decided to recommend the re-activation of ExMC Working Group 4 Technical Reference Group for Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs.

More openness of the assessment and re-assessment findings was suggested and discussed. There being no legal issues.

The ExMC secretary showed an example of an actual assessment report. An example of a site assessment report was given and complemented with a questionnaire on the relevant ISO 65 and 17025 documents. All this documentation, being held by the secretariat It was suggested that an audit of these documents take place.

It was also suggested that a list of non-conformities be provided.

ExTAG recommandation to ExMC :
To review the format of the present assessment report to which a list of non-conformities is to be attached. The resolution of these non-conformities should also be covered. A re-assessment by ExMC WG4 of the existing pool of assessors should be completed to determine their continuing competency and availability. 

ExTAG recommendation to ExMC 

A code of conduct for members on how to deal with complaints they may have against the scheme or other members, should be developed.

Also to endorse the current systems and work done by the ExMC secretary on matters related to complaints handling against the scheme. Consideration of potential penalties, such as levies, was discussed.

16
Other Business

· Request for Ex ‘s’. Need identified with equipment protected with one or many technique that are not really defined. 

Can an IECEx ExTR or CoC cover ‘s’ as stated in general requirement? Yes, but consistency is needed. TC 31 chairman commented that there is nothing to prevent the use of “s” but the scheme should be cautious and follow up. A new ExTAG WG is assigned to deal with Ex ‘s’ issues . 

From LCIE Mr Marc Gillaux has been volunteered as designated convenor. Additional members are requested. ExTLs and CBs should forward nominations to the IECEx Secretariat by the end of the year.

- Chairman TC31 provided a brief report on the DIN/ISO proposal to generate an ISO document around Ex mechanical issue.

· Issue of short form test report comes from the discussion of WG 11.  There is a need to recognize an ExTR needing only partial information such as in the case of an amendment due to minor changes. SIRA has produced such a short form report and it is proposed that it be supplied to ExTAG WG1 for their consideration. 

· ExTAG supports the need for a short report format. 
· Case of Dust testing when the state is not possible to use. Question to be put in a draft DS by Mr R. Wigg 

17
Confirmation of next meeting, year and place
(normally aligned with ExMC meeting) 

2006 ExTAG meeting will be held in conjunction with ExMC or at the call of the Chair.

18
Close of meeting.
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