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Introduction
This document contains a report, prepared by the Convenor of the ExTAG Task Group Amalgamation of Decision Sheets, Mr. John Watt, of the activities of the ExTAG Task Group since the 2014 IECEx System meetings in The Hague, The Netherlands. 
This report is submitted for consideration at the 2015 IECEx System Testing & Assessment Group (ExTAG) meeting to be held in Christchurch, New Zealand.
Julien Gauthier

ExTAG Secretary

	Address:

IECEx Secretariat 

Level 33 Australia Square

264 George Street 

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia

Web: www.iecex.com

	ExTAG Secretary

Mr Julien Gauthier

LCIE S.A.

33 Avenue du General Leclerc

92260 Fontenay-aux-Roses

FRANCE  

Tel: +33 1 40 95 55 26

Fax: +33 1 40 95 89 37

Email : julien.gauthier@fr.bureauveritas.com



1 Description / Scope

This Task Group was convened at the 2013 IECEx System meetings in Fortaleza, Brazil, to amalgamate into one ExTAG Decision Sheet any ExTAG Decision Sheets that cover the subject of assessing assemblies of end-product Ex Equipment that incorporate Ex Components, other Ex Equipment, or both.
2 Current membership

Mr. John Watt, Convenor (TestSafe Australia)
Ms. Katy Holdredge (Underwriters Laboratories, Hazardous Locations)
Mr. Thierry Houeix (INERIS)
Mr. Karel Neleman (BARTEC)
Mr. Ron Sinclair (SGS Baseefa) 
Mr. Rudolf Pommé (DEKRA Certification Services)
Mr. Risto Sulonen (VVT Expert Services Ltd)
3 Meetings

The inaugural meeting of the Task Group was held during the 2013 IECEx System meetings in Fortaleza (Brazil). No meetings have been held since the 2013 IECEx System meetings. Subsequent Task Group discussions have been conducted through email.
4 Primary tasks
At the inaugural meeting, the Task Group developed the following strategy for achieving the objective of consolidating the existing draft ExTAG Decision Sheets, ExTAG/293/CD (replaced by ExTAG DS 2014/001) and ExTAG/243D/CD, into a single ExTAG Decision Sheet.
a) Maintain content of:
ExTAG/293/CD (ExMC WG 01)
Draft Decision Sheet – Treatment of Ex Components covered by Certificates issued to older editions of Standards
b) Create consensus in the Task Group for the correct content of:
ExTAG/243D/CD (TestSafe, ExTAG)
Draft ExTAG Decision Sheet – What Standards must be listed on page 2 of the IECEx Certificate?
c) Amalgamate the documents mentioned in items a) and b), above.
5 Recommendations submitted to the ExTAG members
The following recommendations to achieve the objective were developed by The Task Group and subsequently presented to ExTAG members for their consideration at the 2014 ExTAG meeting in The Hague, The Netherlands:
d) That the proposed draft Decision Sheet ExTAG/331/CD be adopted as a new ExTAG Decision Sheet, as it appropriately addresses the issues raised in section 6 of this report.
e) That, subject to the adoption of recommendation a), above, both ExTAG Decision Sheets ExTAG DS 2014/001 and ExTAG/243D/CD be withdrawn, as the issues raised in section 6 of this report directly impact on the validity of both documents.

f) That, subject to the adoption of recommendation a), above, the ExTAG Task Group Amalgamation of Decision Sheets be granted approval to continue with the merging of ExTAG DS 2012/008 and ExTAG DS 2004/006A into the new ExTAG Decision Sheet (ExTAG/331/CD), with the objective of replacing all existing Decision Sheets with a single Decision Sheet covering end-product Ex Equipment having incorporated Ex Components, Ex Equipment, or both.
6 Response by ExTAG members to the recommendations
At the 2014 ExTAG meeting in The Hague, the Chairman presented the Task Groups’ recommendations to the ExTAG members (refer to item 12.5 of ExTAG/346/R). After extensive discussions, the ExTAG members could not reach agreement on the recommendations. The Chairman concluded that, with the agreement of the members, the Task Group be asked to prepare a revised proposal, taking especially into consideration the following points: 
· Consequence on the marking.
· Possibility of ExTL to assess a product without relative protection concept in its scope.
7 Issues identified with respect to the revised proposal 
The Task Group members identified the following issues:

g) “Consequence on the marking”. This matter should not be the responsibility of ExTAG, as marking requirements are specified in the IEC 60079 series of Standards. Therefore, this matter should be referred to TC31, to determine what would be an appropriate marking convention to be incorporated into the next edition of IEC 60079-0.
h) “Possibility of ExTL to assess a product without relative protection concept in its scope”. This is not permitted under the following Operational Documents:        

· OD 011-2 (Ed 1.0) 2012. Clause 1.2.18 (Standards), which states: “The ExCB can only add to the CoC those Standards that are within the approved scope of the ExCB”.

· OD 009 (Ed 3.0) 2012. Step 2 of both Sections 1 and 2 require that an ExCB receiving an application for a CoC (Section 1) or ExTR (Section 2) shall perform a contract review “to ensure that the application is within the scope of acceptance of the ExCB and associated ExTL”.

8 Conclusion
As a result of the issues identified in section 7, above, the Task Group members considered that we cannot move forward with the amalgamation of ExTAG/243D/CD and ExTAG DS 2014/001 (formerly ExTAG/293/CD), as we had initially planned. 
9 Recommendations

It is proposed that the following recommendations be considered by the ExTAG members attending the 2015 ExTAG meeting in Christchurch, New Zealand:

i) That ExTAG DS 2014/001 remains unchanged.
j) That ExTAG/243D/CD be withdrawn.

k) That the matter relating to “what Standards must be listed on page 2 of the IECEx Certificate” be referred to a new Task/Working Group, with a view of incorporating an appropriate “Listed Standards” convention for CoCs into IECEx OD 011-2.
l) That the matter relating to the “consequence on the marking” be referred to TC31. This issue may be of interest to the recently formed TC31 AdHoc Group ‘Skids/Assemblies’.
m) That the matter relating to the “possibility of ExTL to assess a product without relative protection concept in its scope” not be permitted.
n) That the ExTAG Task Group “Amalgamation of Decision Sheets” be disbanded.
10 Notice of resignation

The ExTAG Secretary
Mr Julien Gauthier
Dear Mr Gauthier,

Please accept my resignation as convenor and member of the ExTAG Task Group Amalgamation of Decision Sheets. I will be retiring from my employment at TestSafe Australia in July of next year and I believe that this is a good time for me to handover the convenor’s position to another Task Group member and to step down as a member of the Task Group. 
It has been a pleasure serving on the Task Group and working with such a knowledgeable and dedicated group. I wish all ExTAG members success in the future and thank you for your understanding.
Yours sincerely,

John Watt
TestSafe Australia

*****End of Report*******
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