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ExTAG WG7

Exchange of Technical Information Between ExCBs and ExTLs

Terms of Reference

1. To examine the IECEx Rules of Procedure as they pertain to the interactions of ExCBs in the exchange of technical information 

2. To identify situations that require information exchange between the issuing and the accepting ExCB, and the type of information that may be requested

3. To propose a procedure for dealing with situations that require the exchange of manufacturers’ proprietary, confidential information

WG7 Members

Uwe Klausmeyer, PTB

Paul Kelly, UL

Ron Sinclair, BASEEFA
Joe Gryn, CSA International – Convenor

General

There are two kinds of information that may be exchanged between the Issuing and the Recognizing ExCBs when the latter is reviewing the IECEx documentation for the purpose of issuing national certification.  

1. The Recognizing body may request from the Issuing ExCB for additional information or clarification concerning:

· instrumentation, test procedures and test methods used;

· calculations, assumptions and decisions made, etc. 

This type of information is not considered manufacturer’s proprietary information, and consequently does not require manufacturer’s authorization to release to another ExCB.

2. The other type of information that may be requested by the Recognizing ExCB is specific product information related to the design parameters, construction or manufacturing process details.  

This type of information is generally considered proprietary by manufacturers and therefore requires the owner’s authorization to be released to another body.

Some manufacturers indicated that they want to be notified each time when their proprietary information is released to a third party, and that they would like to know the reasons why this information is requested. 

ExTAG WG7 Proposal

Appendix 1 is the proposed Authorization Form that must be signed by the manufacturer to enable exchange of proprietary technical information among the ExCB.   This blank form would be provided to the manufacturer as part of the ExCB’s application package. 

The Authorization is intended to cover varying manufacturers’ needs and situations. It may be used to:

· authorize the release of information to any IECEx-recognized ExCB, or to specified ExCBs only;  

· limit the type of proprietary information that may be exchanged; and 

· require notification of the manufacturer whenever additional information is requested by the Recognizing ExCB.  

The above and other additional conditions for information release may be specified on the authorization form by the manufacturer.

Note: The issuing ExCB can only share the information it possesses; any additional information must come directly from the manufacturer.  

There are two most likely scenarios when the Authorization may by requested by an ExCB.   

Scenario 1 – Manufacturer signs the Authorization when first applying to the Issuing ExCB (for either ExTR, QAR or CoC). 

Scenario 2 – Manufacturer signs the Authorization when applying to a Receiving ExCB. 
The input received from a number of Ex manufacturers indicated that their confidentiality needs may very from situation to situation, from manufacturer to manufacturer, and from product to product.  The Authorization Form and its supporting procedure needs therefore a significant flexibility.   For that reason, the proposed Authorization Form contains a number of options for the manufacturer to choose and blank spaces to add further conditions.

Where the completed Authorization names specific Recognizing ExCBs, both the Issuing and the Recognizing organization must receive a copy of the Authorization from the manufacturer.  

The advantage of completing the Authorization at the time of application to the Issuing ExCB is that this minimizes the amount of required activity related to this procedure.  

The obvious disadvantages of completing the Authorization Form at the time of application to the Recognizing ExCB are the number of times this needs to be done by the manufacturer and the need to communicate each time with the Issuing ExCB.   However, from a manufacturer’s perspective,  this provides a clear-cut legal authorization for the exchange of manufacturer’s proprietary information between identified parties. 
Using the proposed Authorization Form would give the manufacturer the flexibility to decide how to handle each specific situation.  

WG 7 recommends that in addition to the ExTAG discussion in Buxton, further industry feedback be obtained to validate this proposal. 
Appendix 1

Authorization to Release Proprietary Technical Information

I,….(Person Signing the Authorization)…, a designated representative of…(Manufacturer’s Company Name)…, hereby authorize…(Issuing ExCB)….to provide, on request, to the parties identified below, for the purpose of their national certification, the [available] […….] technical information pertaining to our products and facilities covered by an [IECEx ExTest Report (ExTR)], [Quality Assessment Report (QAR)] [and IECEx Certificate of Conformity (CoC)]  issued by…(Issuing ExCB)…
[…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………….……………………………………………………………………………..…………...]

Parties authorized to receive the [specified] information:

[Any ExCB recognized in the IECEx and engaged in evaluating our products and facilities for its national certification] [written confirmation from … (Manufacturer)…. is required] 
[The following ExCB(s) engaged in evaluating our products and facilities for its (their) national certification(s): ……………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………]

[…(Manufacturer)… must be notified whenever its proprietary technical information is being released in accordance with this Authorization.]

Additional requirements

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………..




………………………………

Signature (Manufacturer)




Date
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