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Title: Draft amendment to IECEx 01 - IEC Scheme for Certification to Standards relating to Equipment for use in Explosive Atmospheres (IECEx Scheme) – Basic Rules to include IECEx Conformity Mark Committee
Circulated to:  Members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC
INTRODUCTION

In accordance with ExMC/342/DL – List of Decisions - Decision 2006/23 referring to Agenda Item 11  IECEx Mark, the Meeting agreed to accept the recommendations contained in the ExMC WG7 Report, Shanghai 2006, presented by the Convenor, Mr Tim Duffy and contained in ExMC/359/Inf.  Included in the WG7 recommendations was the formation of an IECEx Conformity Mark Committee which would report to the ExMC on operational matters concerning the IECEx Conformity Mark.  The concept is similar to the ExTAG which reports to ExMC on testing and certification matters.  In order to formalise this new IECEx Conformity Mark Committee, it is necessary to seek an amendment to the IECEx Basic Rules, IECEx 01 and noting that changes to IECEx 01 requires the approval of CAB the attached draft amendment has been prepared, which is intended to be presented to the CAB for their approval at the next meeting to be held 30 May 2007.  
The draft Amendment proposes that the existing Clause 9 of IECEx 01 :2005 be replaced with this new Clause 9 which covers the two Committees reporting to the ExMC, namely :


ExTAG – « Conformity Assessment Bodies Committee »


ExCMC – « Conformity Mark Committee »

Prior to submission to the CAB, the IECEx Officers seek the ExMC endorsement of this draft amendment and would request that any comments or objections to the proposed amendment be received by the Secretariat no later than 15 May 2007, in order for IECEx to present a CAB decision paper at the CAB meeting.
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IECEx 01 © IEC:2005(E)
9.
Committees Reporting to the ExMC

9.1
Conformity Assessment Bodies Committee (ExTAG)
9.1.1
The Conformity Assessment Bodies Committee referred to as the Ex Testing and Assessment Group (ExTAG) deals with matters of a technical nature concerning the application of the IEC standards to the assessment and testing of Ex equipment and matters relating to the assessment and surveillance of a manufacturer’s or service provider’s quality system.  The principle role of ExTAG is to facilitate common application of testing, assessment and auditing requirements in the issue and maintenance of an IECEx Certificate of Conformity.

9.1.2
All ExCBs and ExTLs shall be members of the ExTAG. Where an organization is both an ExCB and an ExTL it shall have only a single membership.

The Chairman and/or Secretaries of TC 31 and subcommittees shall be ex officio members of the ExTAG, in order to facilitate the solution of problems relating to the application of the IEC standards.

9.1.3
The duties of the ExTAG are

a) to harmonize the application of the requirements of standards,


b) to detail the way in which the tests specified in the standards have to be carried out so as to achieve the necessary reproducibility of test results,

c) to harmonize the design and use of the test equipment referred to in the standards and to make recommendations to the relevant IEC technical committee or subcommittee for improvement of those standards, and

d) to provide ExCBs and ExTLs with a forum in which practical testing and assessment problems can be demonstrated and discussed.

9.1.4
The ExTAG shall meet at least once a year and preferably in a different country each year, ideally at a place where an ExCB or ExTL is situated.

9.1.5
Participants in meetings of the ExTAG shall be appointed by the members and shall be experts from ExCBs or ExTLs and, if appropriate, other experts. The names of the participants shall be communicated to the Secretary of the ExTAG in due time before each meeting. The number of participants from each member simultaneously present at a meeting shall not exceed three. The participants may, however, change during a particular meeting according to the subject to be discussed.

9.1.6
Decisions of the ExTAG shall be arrived at by consensus. Where consensus cannot be achieved, the matter shall be referred as appropriate to the ExMC or to the relevant IEC technical committee or subcommittee.

9.1.7
If the ExTAG decides that it is essential to revise a test specification of a standard, a proposal detailing the changes shall be submitted to the relevant IEC technical committee of subcommittee.

9.1.8
As soon as possible after a meeting, the Secretary of the ExTAG shall prepare and distribute a report for consideration by the ExMC, covering

a) the results of the meeting,

b) proposals being submitted to IEC technical committees and subcommittees, and

c) proposals submitted to ExMC for discussion.

9.1.9
Minutes of meetings of the ExTAG shall be sent by its Secretary to the members of the ExTAG and to the Secretary of ExMC for circulation to all members of ExMC. They shall embody all conclusions of the relevant meeting, together with a brief account of the discussions.

9.1.10
The Chairman and Secretary of the ExTAG shall be appointed by the ExMC upon nomination by the ExTAG.

9.1.11
The term of office of the Chairman shall be three years and he shall be eligible for reappointment for one further period of three years. The term of office of the Secretary shall be five years and shall be renewable without restriction.

9.2
IECEx Conformity Mark Committee (ExCMC)
[Proposed New Subclause]

The IECEx Conformity Mark Committee (ExCMC) deals with matters relating to the use and operation of the IECEx Conformity Mark
9.2.1
Membership of the ExCMC shall be determined by the ExMC and shall comprise adequate representation from the Conformity Assessment Board (CAB), manufacturers, end-users and regulators.
9.2.2 The Chairman of ExCMC shall be  as appointed by ExMC

9.2.3 The secretary of the ExMC shall act as the Secretary of ExCMC

9.2.4 The duties of the ExCMC are to provide a consultative forum to the ExMC on matters relating to:

· The development, maintenance, and implementation of the Rules and Operational Procedures of the IECEx Mark Conformity Licensing System in accordance with Regulations.

· Making recommendations concerning the suitability of Certification Bodies to be accepted as Operators in the IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System and authorized to License the use of the Mark.

· Ensuring that the IECEx Rules and Procedures of the IECEx Conformity Mark Licensing System conform to these Regulations

9.2.5
The IECEx Conformity Mark Committee (ExCMC) shall report to the ExMC who, in turn, shall report to CAB on a regular basis, concerning the operation of the IECEx Mark Conformity Licensing System.

9.2.6 The ExCMC shall meet as directed by the ExMC, generally on a yearly basis, and preferably at the same time as the ExTAG and ExMC annual meetings. The names of the participants shall be communicated to the Secretary of the ExCMC in due time before each meeting.
9.2.7
Decisions of the ExCMC shall be arrived at by consensus. Where consensus cannot be achieved, the matter/s shall be referred to the ExMC.

9.2.8
As soon as possible after a meeting, the Secretary of the ExCMC shall prepare and distribute a report for consideration by the ExMC, covering

a) the results of the meeting,

b) proposals to be submitted for discussion.

9.2.9
Minutes of meetings of the ExCMC shall be sent by its Secretary to the IECEx Secretariat for circulation to all members of ExMC. They shall embody all conclusions of the relevant meeting, together with a brief account of the discussions.

9.2.10
The term of office of the Chairman shall be three years and he shall be eligible for reappointment for one further period of three years. 
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