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Following on from the report of the 2014 ExMC Meeting Decisions, document ExMC/956/DL, this document sets out the detailed Confirmed Formal Minutes of the 2014 Meeting of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC, held in The Hauge, Netherlands on 28th and 29th August 2014. This document replaces the previously circulated ExMC/976/RM and includes editorial amendments indicated by margin bars.
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1
OPENING AND WELCOME – Meeting to Commence 9.00am Thursday 


28th August 2014.  
1.1. Introduction and Address by IECEx Chairman – Dr Arnhold 
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 0905 welcoming all.  The Chairman noted that this is his first meeting as Chairman since being appointed IECEx Chairman by the CAB at its New Delhi 2013 meeting and as part of his opening gave an Opening Address. 

The content of the address by the IECEx Chairman was as follows:

I am pleased to welcome so many Members to this the 2014 meeting of the IECEx Management Committee especially those attending for the very first time and in doing so I wish to acknowledge a number of people joining us today.

A special welcome is extended to the IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman, Dr Hiromichi Fujisawa who this year will complete his final year and term as CAB Chairman and I would note with great thanks his strong support for IECEx over the past years in his role.
I am also very pleased to welcome the IEC General Secretary and CEO, Frans Vreeswijk and also note with great thanks your continued support not just for IECEx but for Conformity Assessment in general and we are pleased that you are able to take time to be with us.
I would also extend a special welcome to our new Members to the IECEx in both United Arab Emirates and Israel and am pleased that you see the value of IECEx to industries in your countries.  I would also note the excellent series of IECEx Operational meetings held last May and hosted by ESMA of the UAE.

I also extend a warm welcome to experts from Belgium, attending these meetings as an Observer country and look forward to Belgium officially joining IECEx.
I would also like to acknowledge Members of the IECEx Executive

· Alexander Zalogin – IECEx Vice Chairman

· Heinz Berger – IECEx Treasurer

· Ron Sinclair – ExTAG Chairman

· Julien Gauthier – ExTAG Secretary

· Tim Duffy – ExMarkCo Chairman

· John Allen – ExPCC Chairman 

· Ralph Wigg – ExPCC Deputy Chairman

I also note and welcome the IECQ Chairman, Ms Marie-Elisabeth d’Ornano and the IECEE Chairman Ron Collis and note that this is the first time we have had both Chairmen of the other active CA Systems with us.

I would also extend a special welcome to any CAB Members present.  I note Tim Duffy as a Member of CAB along of course with the CAB Chairman.

I would also welcome Mr Mark Coppler the newly appointed IEC TC 31 Chairman and would also congratulate him on his appointment.  In doing so I acknowledge and welcome Jim Munro the former TC 31 Chairman.

I would also acknowledge our IECEx Executive Secretary and Secretariat Team 

· Chris Agius

· Mark Amos

· Christine Kane

· Antoinette Pitteloud (as IEC Central Office point of contact for IECEx Secretariat)

In seeing so many familiar faces and new ones I would like to acknowledge that there is one familiar face we will no longer see due to the recent passing of Bob Cooper from SIRA, GB.  You recall the circular sent by our Secretary informing of his unexpected passing and would ask our Secretary to formally record in the minutes our appreciation for dedication and loyal work especially in developing the IECEx Certified Persons Scheme.  We will miss him and offer his family our condolences.

SECRETARIAT NOTE:  The IECEx Management Committee and its community formally record their acknowledgement and appreciation of the past contribution of the late Mr Bob Cooper and note our condolences to his family.
In closing his address the Chairman issued a challenge to the ExCBs to embrace the expanded 03 Scheme and reminded them of the potential as demonstrated by the growth of the 05 Scheme as driven by efforts such as those of SIRIM.   Finally the Chairman reminded the Meeting that the key ingredients of the success of the IECEx System have been the trust, the levels of participation and the value of peer assessment and proficiency testing.

1.2
Address by the IEC General Secretary and CEO = Mr Frans Vreeswijk 
The Chairman welcomed the presence of Mr Frans Vreeswijk, IEC General Secretary and CEO and invited him to address the meeting.

The content of the address by the IEC General Secretary and CEO is as follows:
Thank you Chairman, I am very pleased to be able to be with you this year.  I recall having attended the 2012 Calgary meeting where I met many of you and look forward to catching up during the course of this meeting.  I also see some new faces and look forward to meeting you and learning more about your industry and how we at IEC can assist.

In noting that IECEx began with its first meeting of the then management committee in London in 1996, IEC is extremely proud of the IECEx success story we see today.  The key to this success has been IECEx ability to embrace the needs of both industry and regulators to provide Conformity Assessment solutions that provide real and practical value to all stakeholders.

The reported annual growth of almost 30% is most impressive especially noting the fact that IECEx is a voluntary service offering operating in mostly a heavily regulated environment.

While starting with humble beginnings to address the then need for eliminating wasteful duplication of testing and assessment of Ex products, IEC have been and continue to be most supportive of IECEx developments that serve the needs of the Ex global community as it continues expansion into other areas of service providers and the certification of persons.

IEC understands that Ex is not an industry of its own but yet a facet of almost every industry known to man, e.g. Transportation, coal mining, Petrochemical, food, textiles, pharmaceuticals, automotive and many others.  In this sense I wish to re-confirm the full support from the IEC for the work you are doing.  IECEx along with other Conformity assessment Systems are extremely important to IEC as such services act as the front line of standardisation and further enhance the importance of Standardisation in industry and commerce.  I therefore confirm IEC’s commitment to the continuation of services such as those offered by IECEx.

It is pleasing to see IECEx operating with a clear business like focus and like any good business corporate governance and financial stability are essential.  I am personally pleased to see both of these in good hands through a combination of this very committee, your Chairman, the IECEx Executive and the IECEx Secretariat.  Should you require any assistance please consider my door as always open.  

On the issue of finance, we at the IEC Management including the CAB have discussed in detail various matters including finances and the need for a general reserve for each of the systems.  During these discussions the issue of General Reserves have been discussed with CAB considering the various views including those raised during your meeting last year with CAB formulating a guidelines document that I understand is listed in your agenda.  While not pre-empting the discussion I would remark that we need the Systems to be both self-financing which means covering all of its costs and have a suitable buffer in case of any unplanned or unforseen issues.  Let’s face it, in this day and age such unforeseen cost issues can arise from the legal side.

Another issue that has occupied a great deal of discussion has been how IEC can best prepare itself for serving industry into the future, as mentioned in the IEC 2011 Masterplan.  Part of these discussions has been the consideration of appropriate governance structure for IEC to continue operating Conformity assessment activities which is due to be discussed by Council in Tokyo later this year.

As we have the CAB Chairman and IEC Vice President with us I would leave it to him to say anything further later in the meeting.

Coming back to IECEx there are many things to be pleased with,  the first being the model you have developed which has become known as the “IECEx Model” and in fact the same model being used to develop the new IEC Conformity Assessment System dedicated to Renewable Energy Applications, IECRE.  This model of maintaining close ties with the Standards writers of TC 31 as well as industry, governments and stakeholders is embraced by the Masterplan with respect to 

· Industry involvement

· A Systems approach

· IEC being the home of industry

and I therefore encourage you to continue to nurture these relationships.

I am also very pleased with the effectiveness you have in reaching out to global markets through the different platforms you have established including:

· The running of annual 2 day International Conferences such as the successful 2014 Conference held in Kuala Lumpur during Feb this year

· The involvement by many of you in giving presentations on IECEx at key events

· And others

I do also appreciate your support of two of the IEC’s important Programmes of the Affiliate Country Program and our IEC Young Professionals Programme, both of which, I know first-hand of a number of you that have contributed and even participated in their events.  Thank you.

Just to conclude, I wish you a good productive meeting and trust you appreciate the importance of this work to IEC.

Thank you.  

Decision 2014/01

The meeting appreciated an address from the IEC General Secretary and CEO Mr Frans Vreeswijk and his support of the IECEx System

2
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Decision 2014/02 

The Meeting approved the Draft Agenda ExMC/933A/DA with the following changes and additions:

· Item 5.4  – amend reference to Action “35.8” to read “35.18” 
· Other Business
· Agenda Item 22.3.1- Addition of letter from AU regarding IEC 60079-29-3

· Agenda Item 22.3.2 – Correction of editorial error in IECEx 02, Clause 9.6
· Moved Agenda Item 24 to end of Day 1
· The DE proposal to move Agenda Item 8.3.1 to be discussed before Item 7.4.1
And noted the following items of information for delegates:

· a request to delegates to sign Attendance Sheet and provide Business Cards

· that an additional Assessor Training Session on new reporting forms will be convened by Mr Jim Munro later today.
In noting that a number of agenda items require members to vote in support of a Decision, the Secretary reminded the meetings that according to the IECEx 01 Basic Rules, Clause 12.2., abstention is not an acceptable vote and as such we will record decisions based on a simple matter of the majority of those that vote.

3
MINUTES OF THE LAST ExMC MEETING

3.1 
Confirmed Minutes of the last meeting held in Fortaleza, Brazil, September 2013. 
The Meeting noted the Confirmed Minutes of the last meeting held in Fortaleza, Brazil, September 2013. The minutes were previously confirmed via correspondence.




Document noted: 

· ExMC/902A/RM – Confirmed Minutes of the Fortaleza 2013 Meeting 

3.2
Matters arising from these minutes

Nil.

3.2.1
Report on Actions arising from the Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting

The Meeting noted a report from the Secretary on the status of Actions arising the Fortaleza 2013 meeting of the ExMC with Items 3, 7, 11, 13, 14, 20, 22, 23, 25, 31, 35, 38, 39, 45, 46, 48, 50, 51, 53, 56 reported as completed.  Other items were covered as separate agenda items for this meeting or reported as ongoing activities.

Decision 2014/03 

The Meeting accepted a report from the Secretariat on the actions arising from the Fortaleza 2013 Meeting as detailed in Annex A of ExMC/902A/RM.
3.2.2   Other items

Nil.
4 

OVERVIEW OF IECEx SYSTEM ACTIVITIES AND OFFICER POSITIONS 

4.1

Annual Report Card



Documents considered:
· ExMC/938/R – 2014 Annual Report card from the Secretariat

The Meeting noted a report from the Secretary on the activities within the IECEx System since the 2013 Fortaleza ExMC meeting.  The following items were emphasised during the presentation of the IECEx System Report Card 2014 circulated as ExMC/938/R:
· 
the number of Certificates and reports issued with almost 41,000 of these coming from the Equipment Scheme where we see an increased use of Unit Verification Certificates.

· the growth of all IECEx Scheme as illustrated in the charts of certificate and report issues by year- particularly in Personnel Certification Scheme where over 40% of all Certificates in the system have been issued in 2014.
· the greater level of industry involvement that is both greatly appreciated and valued.
· an increased number of enquiries from the ‘market’ being handled by the Secretariat as evidenced by the increased level of email traffic as one measure.
· an update of member countries as thirty three (33) following Israel’s recent joining.  The other new member being the United Arab Emirates.  Discussions with Belgium as potential member country #34 are underway.
· the proportion of Issue 0 Certificates as an indicative of the rate of new business development

· similar indications of future business from the levels of draft Certificates currently in preparation.

· the Secretariat’s ongoing review of certificates and other surveillance activities

· the results and conclusions from the Secretariat reviews over the last year
· the results and feedback to date from the implementation of the mid-term assessment program – the observations from these assessment will be fed into the scheduled re-assessments of bodies and also into future Assessor training sessions. There have be no issues requiring normal re-assessments to be brought forward arising from the two mid-term assessments conducted to date.
· the levels of invoicing and other financial activities of the Secretariat.
· plans to update and expand the IECEx Mobile App to cover the 03 and 05 Schemes.
· the recent translation of a number of IECEx Operational Documents into Portuguese to support the growth of IECEx in Brazil.   These are available on www.iecex.com and the efforts of the Brazilian National Committee on these are appreciated.
· whilst there are positives in the Report Card in terms of growth and credibility there is still room for improvement in the IECEx System that can be regarded as the most transparent scheme in the world where any “wrinkles” are there for all to see.  In this respect members were reminded that the Secretariat remains available and keen to receive and action all feedback. 

In response to questions from delegates, the Secretary confirmed that the IECEx Report Card can be shared outside ExMC members by Member Bodies.  The Secretary also agreed to action a number of suggestions for improvement to the Report Card – these are detailed in the following Decision 2014/04.
Decision 2014/04

The Meeting accepted the Secretariat’s report ExMC/938/R, containing an overview of the IECEx System activities acknowledging the continued and sustained year by year growth of the IECEx.  The Secretariat agreed to:
· Include a report item on the number of Assessment Reports reviewed by the Secretariat

· To consider a better way of displaying the information currently outlined in Figure 6 (ExTRs and QARs reviewed)

· To revise the Table in Item 7.2 (Statistics of number of issued documents) to only show the last five years

4.2
Election for nomination of IECEx Vice Chairman

The Meeting noted the call for nominations for the position of IECEx Vice Chairman resulted in a single nomination from RU for Dr Alexander Zalogin to serve a second term as Vice Chairman.  As no other nominations were received and in accordance with IECEx Rules, the meeting endorsed this nomination for submission to the IEC Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) for final approval during the CAB November 2014 Tokyo meeting.



Documents considered:

· ExMC/927/Inf – Call for nominations
· ExMC/931/Inf – Nomination from RU
Decision 2014/05

The Meeting unanimously accepted the nomination of Dr Zalogin and confirmed the recommendation be put to IEC CAB for a further term of Dr Zalogin in this position.

Countries voting: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IL, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, NZ, PL, RU, SI, ZA, US

4.3
Election for nomination of IECEx Treasurer

The Meeting noted that the call for nominations for the position of IECEx Treasurer provided a single nomination from FR for Mr Thierry Houeix to replace Mr Heinz Berger having completed his term in this role.  As no other nominations were received and in accordance with IECEx Rules, the meeting endorsed this nomination for submission to the IEC Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) for final approval during the CAB November 2014 Tokyo meeting.



Documents considered:

· ExMC/926/Inf – Call for nominations
· ExMC/954/Inf – Nomination from FR for Mr Thierry Houeix

Decision 2014/06

The Meeting unanimously accepted the nomination of Mr Houeix and confirmed the recommendation be put to IEC CAB of Mr Houeix for the position of IECEx Treasurer.

Countries voting: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IL, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, NZ, PL, RU, SI, ZA, US

Following the above Decision the Chairman expressed his thanks to Mr Berger for his many years of dedicated service without which IECEx would not be such a success and offered his hope that Heinz will remain as an active member and assessor.  The Secretary supported the Chairman’s comments and reflected on Mr Berger as an inspiration and great supporter that has made himself readily available whenever assistance is required.
Decision 2014/07

The meeting expressed its sincere gratitude to Mr Berger for his many years of dedicated service that has enabled the IECEx System to be in such a sound financial position.

5
REPORT ON IEC CAB (Conformity Assessment Board) MATTERS

5.1
Address by IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman – Dr Hiromichi Fujisawa

The Chairman welcomed the attendance of the IEC Vice President Dr Fujisawa and expressed IECEx appreciation for his strong support of our work and activities, noting his attendance at many of our meetings.  The Chairman then invited Dr Fujisawa to address the meeting.

The Meeting noted a verbal report from the CAB Chairman that included the following points: 


· this is a very special time with the new IEC CA Systems leadership comprising new Chairs for the IECEE, IECEQ and IECEx Systems and also a new IECEE Executive Secretary. It is pleasing to note that this is the first time that we have both the IECQ and IECEE Chairs attending an IECEx ExMC meeting and we look forward to their input and collaboration.

· 
the approval of new IECRE System Rules as a basis for implementation with the support of Mr McManama as the Executive Secretary and a Management Committee soon to be established.
· 
an update on development of Harmonised Basic Rules by CAB WG11 that will be submitted to the next CAB meeting in Tokyo after which comments will be welcomed from ExMC members on key elements that include:
· the relaxation of requirements for non-IEC members countries regarding membership of CA Systems

· an update on CA Governance structure considerations 
Decision 2014/08

The meeting appreciated an address by the IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman, Dr Fujisawa along with his support of the IECEx System and attendance at this and previous IECEx meetings and events.
5.2
Review of Conformity Assessment Board (CAB) Decisions from CAB Meetings since the Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting


The CAB Chairman, Dr Fujisawa provided the Meeting with a report on the following documents circulated with the agenda.



Documents noted:

· CAB/1221/DL - Decision list of CAB meeting 34 held in New Delhi on 2013-10-22
· CAB/1281A/DL - Decision List of CAB Meeting 35 held in Geneva on 

2014-06-16

Decision 2014/09

The Meeting accepted a verbal report from the CAB Chairman.
5.3 Specific CAB Matters for noting by ExMC
5.3.1 Specific Decisions, relating to IECEx from CAB New Delhi 2013 Meeting (CAB/1221/DL)

The Meeting noted the CAB 2013 Delhi Meeting Decisions relating to IECEx as listed below:

· Decision 34/2 – Guidelines of the System’s general reserves 
In reference to this Decision, members agreed that further discussion by the ExMC be deferred to Agenda Item 5.6 following.
· Decision 34/9 – Harmonisation of the Basic Rules
In reference to this Decision, members were advised that CAB is considering having one single document as Basic Rules for all CA Systems and that the Systems will be consulted in this work.
· Decision 34/10 – Systems Issues – Harmonisation
· Decision 34/16 – Approval of the 2012 IECEx Accounts
· Decision 34/17 – Copyright Issues concerning System’s documents
In reference to this Decision, members were advised that CAB is considering the development of guidelines for all CA Systems and that the Systems will be consulted in this work.

· Decision 34/18 – IECEx Chairman Appointment 
· Decision 34/19 – CAB Appreciation for Dr Zalogin taking on the role of Acting IECEx Chairman during 2013
· Decision 34/20 – Approval of IECEx Basic Rules 
In reference to this Decision, members were reminded of the changes to IECEx 01 Rules related to clarification of the process for the nomination and appointment process of Officer positions for ExTAG, ExMarkCo and ExPCC and alignment of these with that of the ExMC Officers.
· Decision 34/23 – IECEE Executive Secretary appointment
In reference to this Decision, members extended their congratulations to Mr Kerry McManama (as past IECEx Chairman) for his appointment as the IECEE Executive Secretary.
5.3.2 Specific Decisions, relating to IECEx from CAB Geneva 2014 Meeting (CAB/1281A/DL)

The Meeting noted the CAB Geneva 2014 Meeting Decisions relating to IECEx as listed below:

· Decision 35/2 – Approval of the IECEx budget 2015
In reference to this Decision, members were reminded that the ExMC previously approved the budget via correspondence as ExMC/907/DV, before submitting to CAB for their approval. 
· Decision 35/6 – ITU Initiative on conformity assessment and interoperability
As an update on this Decision, members were advised that Mr Agius is leading the IEC discussions with the ITU. 
· Decision 35/14 – Harmonisation of the Basic Rules of the System
· Decision 35/18 – IEC CA IP guidance document 

In reference to this Decision, members were advised that this matter is covered more in Item 5.4 following.
· Decision 35/27 – New IEC Renewable Energy Conformity Assessment System (IECRE) – Approval of the IECRE Basic Rules, refer www.iecre.org 
· IECRE Executive Secretary appointment 
In reference to this Decision, members extended their congratulations to Mr Kerry McManama (as past IECEx Chairman) for his appointment as the IECRE Executive Secretary.
5.4 New CAB WG 17 on Cyber Security – (Decision 35/18 of CAB/1281A/DL) 

IECEx Members considered IECEx participation in this new CAB WG in response to CAB/1285/CD Call for Nominations.

Following a summary of details on CAB WG17 by Mr Tim Duffy as a member of IEC CAB, discussions on this matter included the following points:

· Mr Ron Collis advised that CAB WG 17 was preceded by an adHoc Group convened by Mr Collis and also
· that WG17 takes a broader view beyond the initial focus on industrial automation and work that is currently underway in the IECEE System on the use of the IEC 62243 series 
· that more participants are invited and that they should express this interest to Mr Collis as the convenor of WG17
· Mr Collis noted the parallel work of ISO/IEC JTC1 and the IEC Advisory Committee on Safety (ACOS). In response Mr Duffy suggested that IECEx’s interest are probably best served through participation in CAB WG17.  This suggestion was supported by Dr Fujisawa as CAB Chairman.
· that this work is being driven by government regulation development (eg, from EU) and the work of NIST (USA) on standards development.
· Prof Xu (CN) advised that the CN Member Body has already nominated an expert from China and that he could provide names of possibly suitable IECEx representatives.
· Mr Collis advised that the IECEE System currently has an expert representative from the US as an individual member on CAB WG17.

· Israel requested details of scope of work of WG17 with respect to cybersecurity as a very general topic (Mr Collis noted that Israel already has representation on WG17)

· Mr Kelly (US) questioned the relevance of cyber security to Ex protection techniques but supported participation and also noted the work underway in TC31.
· DE suggested, in response to the US comment, that there is a strong potential for relevance.  In support of DE, Mr Collis suggested, as one example, that systems used to monitor pressurisation as a protection technique are potentially exposed to cyber security risks.
· GB raised the issue of functional safety as a potential cross over and suggested that we to clarify the ‘linkage’ between IECEx and functional safety before further considerations within IECEx.
· CA questioned the need for IECEx to be involved but in recognition of a need to maintain a ‘watching brief’ CA suggested that participation in WG17 should be organised via IECEx member bodies.
· CA also commented that they believe that ExCB involvement in any future involvement of IECEx with cyber-security matters should not be mandatory.   
Following this discussion the Chairman asked for confirmation of ExMC participation in CAB WG17. As this was confirmed he requested that ExMC members consider some form of representation of the IECEx System in WG17 via a suitable expert (noting that this may be in additional to representation via member bodies)
Decision 2014/10

The Meeting agreed that IECEx Chairman and Secretary will initially represent IECEx interests on CAB WG17. The Secretary to contact Member Bodies seeking an expert to represent IECEx.

5.5 IEC’s Review of the Structure and Governance of IEC Conformity 
Assessment Activities

The Meeting noted an update report (verbal) from the IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman, Dr Fujisawa, concerning a review of the Structure and Governance of Conformity Assessment Activities

In response CA outlined their belief that harmonisation should be the outcome of an approach that addresses a real and fully defined problem rather than an isolated general objective.  CA reminded the meeting of the background of the IECEx where it was initially recommended that it be part of and harmonised with the then CB Scheme – CA suggested that if this had happened the IECEx System would not be in the leadership position it is today.  
CA also expressed their objection to any harmonisation ‘just for the sake of it’ and requested that the CAB respects IECEx’s position on this matter.

Further CA suggested that CAB needs to explain this to the broader views of the IEC membership. 
In reply Dr Fujisawa  

·  agreed that harmonisation should be a means rather than an objective and noted that IEC is unique and that there is value in cooperation and work across the Systems.  He then outlined the current work on the Harmonised Basic Rules.   He closed with an assurance that IECEx will be consulted in future work of CAB.

· confirmed that one of the objectives of IEC is to be seen as more responsive to the needs of industry and that ‘simplification’ through removal of duplications and differences will assist the achievement of this objective.

· advised that CAB WG11 is working on a proposal to CAB regarding the notion of supplements to harmonised Basic Rules to address differences where these are necessary

· confirmed that each of CA Systems will be consulted regarding which differences are essential – it is expected that this consultation will occur in the next year.

In addition to this reply by Dr Fujisawa:

· the Chairman expressed his thanks for the inclusion of IECEx in the considerations by CAB and CAB WG11 on this matter.

and
· the Secretary supported the Chairman’s views and noted the current involvement of IECEx in the work of CAB WG11 (noting that IECEx 01 has been used a template for the ongoing development work)

In response, CA expressed their appreciation of the explanation above from the CAB Chairman but noted that these details are not fully available to members or fully understood – hence their current concerns at the level of consultation to date.
5.6 Guidelines on General Reserves – (Decision 35/13 of CAB/1281A/DL)

The Meeting noted document CAB/1248/R and responded to the Chairman’s invitation to comment with the following points:
· CA suggested that some activities should be considered as investments in the future success of the IECEx System as opposed to ‘costs’ that need to be recovered.
· IEC General Secretary (FV) noted that there 
· is no timeline set to reach the level of general reserve
· there is a need for a reserve to cover legal costs (refer earlier statement in opening address)
· it is recognised that the different CA systems are different, have different needs and are at different stages of development – hence their reserves are approached differently
· NL (via Mr Pomme) questioned the logic of the increase of method of expressing target in terms of multiple of costs etc. and questioned why the General Reserve that was previously based on two year’s operating costs is now ‘three years’, particularly as we continue to grow at an increasing rate.
· FV responded that this was a consequence of a review of issues such as potential financial and legal costs and a more realistic / up to date costs of addressing such matters (with a consideration of the possibility of future increases in such costs into the future). He also agreed that we need to invest for the future, ‘grow our pie’ and be in a position to continue operation in the event of future problems.
· FV also advised that ‘three times operating costs’ is a guiding principle in expressing a target however the possibility of flexibility and additional / reduced requirement exists

·  FV does have evidence etc. (eg. from recent experiences) to support the above and is prepared to share this (but not publicly)

· CA advised that they are now more comfortable, particularly as there is flexibility in timelines to achieve the target.
· The Secretary noted that CAB has listened to IECEx and in response have endorsed the development of more detailed guidelines on this matter and advised the meeting of CAB Decision 35/13 as detailed below:
Decision 35/13 — CAB WG 11 – Guidelines for the IEC CA Systems’ general reserves 
The CAB thanks WG 11, in consultation with the General Secretary, for their work on this subject and endorses the draft guidelines as presented in CAB/1248/R, but recognises that they are a starting point and may be subject to change over time and recommends that they be sent to each of the CA Systems with an opportunity to comment on its implementation
Decision 2014/11

The meeting appreciated advice from the General Secretary that there is no set timeframe to achieve the target of 3 year’s operating costs for the general reserve. 

5.7 Any other CAB Matters 

Nil.
6
IECEx MEMBERSHIP

6.1     Current Membership

The Meeting noted and accepted the Secretariat report on current IECEx System membership as circulated with the agenda.

Decision 2014/12

The Meeting accepted the updated Membership list, as listed at http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp 

6.2     New Country Membership and other possible new Countries
The Meeting noted the joining of the United Arab Emirates as the 32nd and Israel as the 33rd Member Countries of the IECEx and also the planned applications from Belgium.
In addition, the Secretary advised of ongoing interest from Ireland and Mexico and reported that there will be a meeting with representatives of GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) Standardisation Organisation (GSO) in Tokyo during the 2014 IEC General Meetings

Decision 2014/13

The meeting welcomed the United Arab Emirates as the 32nd Member and Israel as the 33rd Country of the IECEx and the planned application from Belgium.

6.3
New ExCBs and ExTLs – According to IECEx 02, Certified Equipment Scheme 

6.3.1  New ExCBs and ExTLs accepted, via correspondence, since Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting.

The meeting noted the report on the acceptance of the listed ExCBs and ExTLs since the last ExMC meeting.  These bodies were accepted via correspondence using the voting procedures detailed in Clause 12 of the IECEx Basic Rules, IECEx 01.

Document noted:

· ExMC/939/R – Listing of ExCBs/ExTLs accepted since Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting.
By way of detail the Secretary highlighted the following as accepted new bodies:
IECEx 02 Equipment Scheme:

· Presafe of Norway and including the merger between NEMKO+DNV

· Eurofins of Italy
· CML of Great Britain 

· TIIS of Japan

IECEx 05 Certified Persons Scheme: 

· LCIE (France) into the IECEx 05 Scheme

The Secretary also advised the Meeting of the recent voting on MASC of South Africa as an ExCB and ExTL for the IECEx 02 Equipment scheme for which the voting closed just prior to the Secretary compiling ExMC/939/R.  The MASC voting documents were ExMC/928/DV – ExCB assessment and ExMC/929/DV – ExTL assessment report.   Following the close of voting all positive votes were returned (i.e. nil negative votes).  The Secretary will issue a Result of voting report following the meeting.
Decision 2014/14

The Meeting accepted the report detailing the list of ExCBs and ExTLs accepted via correspondence as detailed in ExMC/939/R with the addition of MASC of ZA.

In reviewing the ExMC/939/R and the OD 001 listing, the meeting did request more clarity in identifying scope limitations with the Secretary agreeing to review the current method to be more transparent. 
Decision 2014/15

The Meeting appreciated the Secretariat’s offer to review the current method of identifying scope limitations to assist transparency.

6.4     Applications for Extension of Scope

The Meeting noted a report by the Secretary on extensions of scope issued to ExCBs and ExTLs since the Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting, according to procedure ExMC/271B/Inf. 

Documents noted:

· ExMC/271B/Inf – Assessment procedures for scope extensions

· ExMC/940/R -  Extensions of Scope Processed – Since the Fortaleza 2013 IECEx Meetings
In providing this report the Secretary reminded the Meeting that since commencement of the IECEx On-Line System it has been agreed that IECEx needs to ensure that ExCBs and their ExTLs have clear management control at the Edition level of each Standard within their scope – hence the inclusion of new editions of Standards into the scope of bodies is seen as a “scope extension” with the Secretariat as the On-Line CoC Administrator controlling the access of ExCBs to IEC Standards down to the Edition level.  This requires ExCBs to complete the declaration (ExMC/251A/Q form as referred in Step 4 on page 3 of ExMC/271B/Inf).

In response to a question from DE regarding acceptance of scope extensions related to Editions of Standards older than “current Edition or one prior”,  the Secretary advised that this is not necessarily a contradiction of the “one edition or prior’ decision in the situations of Unit Verification or where only an ExTR is to be issued.

In general discussion the meeting raised that ExMC/271B/Inf is in need of updating to remove the requirement for member body endorsement of scope extensions, especially dealing with changes to editions.

Decision 2014/16

The Meeting accepted the report detailing the applications for extension of Scope detailed in ExMC/940/R. 

Decision 2014/17

The Meeting agreed to assign the Secretariat to revise ExMC/271B/Inf to remove the requirement for member body endorsement of scope extensions and submit for final ExMC voting by correspondence.  
6.5      Any other changes including applications 

The Meeting noted a report by the Secretary that there are no other changes at this time.
7
 IECEx ASSESSMENTS OF ExCBs AND ExTLs

7.1      Status on surveillance of accepted ExCBs and ExTLs 

The Meeting noted a report (verbal) by the Secretary on the surveillance of accepted ExCBs and ExTLs, with the Secretary reminding members of the requirements of OD 003 Part 2 concerning surveillance assessments for ExCBs and ExTLs both with and without national accreditation by an AB operating under the IAF and ILAC framework.
The Secretary further informed that all surveillance visits are up to date.
The Secretary also referred to remarks in the IECEx Secretariat Report Card, ExMC/938/R noting that in addition to surveillance and re-assessment visits of ExCBs and ExTLs, there is also surveillance of the On-Line Certificate System as well.
The Chairman and the meeting noted this report and that at this point in time there are no decisions required of ExMC.  
7.2     
IECEx 5 year Re-Assessment

The meeting noted a report by the Secretary on IECEx body five year re-assessment reports issued since the Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting.

Document noted:

· ExMC/941/Inf – Listing of ExCBs/ExTLs re-assessment reports    
issued since Fortaleza ExMC 2013 Meeting.  
In presenting this report the Secretary thanked all ExCBs and ExTLs involved for their full cooperation in both the planning and the conducting of these re-assessments.  Similarly the Secretariat has been very pleased with the responses from ExCBs and TLs to matters raised by the Assessment Teams.

The Secretary also noted that, in some instances, the length of time required for the assessments to be undertaken both on site and the planning and reporting time charged has been questioned, with the Secretariat noting that the Scheme is far more complex today than it was in earlier years and the need for the Assessment teams to spend the time to look through all areas to ensure that all IECEx rules and ODs are covered.  In recognition of their contribution to the positive outcomes, the Secretary acknowledged the work and commitment by our Assessors as the ‘eyes and ears’ of the international community in the Ex field.
The Secretary further reported on positive feedback from the Assessment teams that the current approach of having a site assessment report with all details and tracking of issues raised and their handling being retained by the Secretariat and not made public via for circulation to the membership (the membership only seeing a summary report) works well as the ExCBs and TLs are more open during assessments because they know that any issues raised will not be on public display.   

In closing this report the Secretary reminded the Meeting that the overall assessment and surveillance of Bodies and the System includes:

· evaluation and acceptance of application at national level in accordance with  Clause 5.1 of IECEx 01 by the Secretariat and taking responsibility for the initial receipt, consideration and endorsement of applications from Bodies seeking acceptance.
· an evaluation of Application information from both administrative and technical perspectives.
· an initial on-site assessment by the Assessment Team.
· an independent ‘technical’ review of the work of the Assessment Team that includes a review of site reports and issues raised/not covered.
· formal voting of the report by all members prior to acceptance.
· the operation and monitoring of the centralised IECEx On-Line Certification System that ensures:
· CoCs are only issued within an ExCB’s scope

· CoCs are only issued if linked to a valid and issued ExTR and QAR
and provides:
· a 14 Day editing period for ExCBs after which the CoC is locked

· tools to monitor out of date QARs and CoCs linked to out of date QARs

· annual surveillance (with processes to cover both accredited + non accredited bodies).
· Mid Term surveillance on site visit to look only at files and ExTRs and QARs (introduced in 2014).
· 5 Year Reassessment.
· constant monitoring and review by Secretariat of issued CoCs for correctness.
· dealing with feedback and customer complaints by Secretariat with reporting and review by the IECEx Executive.
Decision 2014/18

The Meeting accepted the report detailing the re-assessment reports issued since the Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting detailed in ExMC/941/Inf.

7.3
Report on implementation of OD 003-2 to incorporate an Interim 
Surveillance Assessment between 5 year Re-assessments


Documents considered:

· ExMC/930/DV – Revised Edition of IECEx Operational Document 

OD 003-2 with new Section 3 

· ExMC/938/R – 2014 IECEx Report Card (Section covering Report 
from 
the Secretariat of mid-term surveillance visits conducted 
since the 
ExMC 2013 decision.

The Chairman commenced this item by reminding the meeting of the decision taken during the 2103 ExMC Fortaleza Meeting to introduce a “Mid-Term” surveillance visit of ExCBs and ExTLs in between the 5 year intervals for re-assessment with the scope of this mid-term visit to be a detailed review of ExTRs and QARs. He then called on the Secretary to report. 
The Secretary commenced by reminding the meeting that, as has been agreed, it was felt by the Membership that technical reviews of ExTRs and QARs would assist greatly to the confidence of the Scheme by the international community. He then outlined the process of this mid-term surveillance assessment that a one day on-site visit by an IECEx Assessor takes place whom would focus solely on the review of files and ExTRs and QARs to determine whether or not there are problems that may warrant the usual 5 year reassessment being brought forward.

The Secretary then advised that as ExMC Members placed a high priority on this, the Secretariat, in consultation with the Executive, proceeded along two paths:
1. To develop the procedures for inclusion in the OD 003-2 ExCB and ExTL assessment Procedures, and 
2. Once a draft was agreed by the Executive and finalised, to initiate the first round of interim surveillance assessment visits.
The Secretary informed the meeting that three mid-term assessments have already been completed by IECEx Lead Assessor, Mr Ron Webb, with another assessment planned to take place in the week following the meeting. He thanked Mr Webb and the three bodies FTZU, VTT and SIMTARS for being the first to be reviewed and for agreeing to the initial trial. He advised that Mr Webb had made use of the Draft Procedure as reflected in ExMC/930/DV now issued for consideration by the meeting. 

In seeking the meetings approval for ExMC/930/DV to proceed for publication, The Chairman invited any remarks from the Members with the following being noted: 

· NL requested that it be made very clear that if a body is subject to an Annual Surveillance visit whether the mid-term surveillance would take place at the same time as opposed to that the body being subjected to two separate visits. The Secretary advised that it would be expected that both assessments would be carried out at the same time but that an additional day would be required to cover the mid-term assessment. The Secretary then reminded the meeting that the mid-term assessment is a purely technical assessment of the files whereas an annual Surveillance assessment looks at the overall body, including management system issues and advised that NL raises a good point and with the meetings agreement the Secretary would add some text to clarify this. 
· Following further discussion, the meeting agreed to the NL proposals, that

· requirement for mid-term surveillances applies to all bodies irrespective of their assessment frequency be confirmed
· Clause 3.2 be amended to explain that mid-term assessment should not be an addition to an annual surveillance visit and can be combined where appropriate (eg for bodies subject to annual surveillance)

· the Principle that we do not want separate visits be included
A vote by way of raising country boards was conducted with the result of voting, as follows, concluding sufficient support for ExMC/930/DV to proceed to publication incorporating additional text to clarify the above points.

In favour of ExMC/930/DV: AU, BR, CA, CN, HR, CZ, DK, FI, FR, DE, IL, JP, KR, MY, NL, NZ, NO, PL, RU, SI, ZA, CH, GB, US

Opposed to: NIL
Decision: Approved
Decision 2014/19

The Meeting accepted the proposed revision of OD 003-2 and agreed that this should proceed to publication incorporating the following changes:

· Clarify that mid-term surveillance activities apply to all ExCBs and ExTLs irrespective of their assessment frequency.

· Mid-term surveillance activities may be undertaken in conjunction with annual surveillance visits.

In favour of ExMC/930/DV: AU, BR, CA, CN, HR, CZ, DK, FI, FR, DE, IL, JP, KR, MY, NL, NZ, NO, PL, RU, SI, ZA, CH, GB, US

Opposed to: NIL
As an additional input to this agenda item and in relation to their concerns about the level of detail in Assessment Reports circulated to members for voting, Canada proposed the establishment of an panel (to be convened by Secretary and comprising a limited number of ExCB representatives) to review Assessment Reports before they are made available to the membership for voting.    In response RU requested that CA NC provide a written proposal on this matter. US supported the CA proposal and the RU comments and offered to assist CA NC in this work.  GB supported the proposal and also offered assistance to CA.  
 Decision 2014/20

In response to items raised by Canada concerning the assessment reporting process the meeting agreed that Canada is to prepare a written proposal for consideration at the next ExMC meeting.
On the matter of the proposed revisions to OD 003-1 proposed by DE during the Fortaleza 2013 concerning the assignment of assessment work assigned to Assessors, the Secretary reported that DE submitted a further proposal in April 2014 and this was included for discussion during the 2014 IECEx Operational Meetings in Dubai by both the IECEx Executive and WG4 “Assessors WG”.  Following these discussions the task of considering the most recent DE proposal was allocated to ExMC WG4.  At this point in time ExMC WG4 awaits the finalisation of the revision of OD 003-2 by ExMC so that it is clear if any further work is required on OD 003-1 revision.  In this regard Mr Munro, as ExMC WG4 convenor, offered to assist CA with written proposal suggested by RU (refer previous paragraph).
In noting the continued growth in the numbers of ExCBs and ExTLs and the recent and planned activity in mid-term assessments the US NC queried whether we have sufficient assessors and advised that the IECEE System funds the training of assessors.   
AU supported the US question and also suggested that more needs to be done in training, guiding and ‘mentoring’ assessors.
US proposed that, in the short term event of insufficient assessors needed to support the mid-term surveillance program, an IECEx staff desk audit of procedural documents could provide some level of greater surveillance.   The Secretary responded to this proposal and outlined the difficulties experienced in the past on such an approach (eg. with respect to access to documents and records)

GB supported the AU comments regarding the need for more attention to developing assessors as their activities impact on the credibility of the IECEx System.

US noted the AU comments that it is critical that assessment teams comprise ‘the right people’ but suggested that their concerns with insufficient detail in assessment reports do not represent a problem with assessors.

Following the US comments on the content of assessment reports AU suggested forming a group to review these prior to release to the ExMC membership.  In response the Chairman felt that this is premature and also reminded the Meeting of the DE proposal on qualification currently under consideration by ExMC WG4 and also noting the decision for CA to prepare a proposal for consideration at the next meeting.
The meeting accepted the Chairman’s suggestions but also noted the need for more experts to come forward as assessors and agreed to consider this at their national levels.
7.4
Assessment Reports of New ExCBs and ExTLs for Voting 
7.4.1
New Applicant ExCB – CNEX Global B.V.of NL

The Meeting considered the Assessment report for CNEX Global B.V of NL seeking acceptance as an ExCB for the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme.  As a guide to considerations, the Secretary advised that the Secretariat had previously received an application from the CNEx Group seeking acceptance as an ExCB working with CQST in China as ExTL and also received an endorsement of this application from the NL IECEx Member Body.  As the assessment was completed close to this meeting the report has been submitted for consideration at this meeting as opposed to being handled via correspondence. 

Document considered:

· ExMC/952/DV – IECEx Assessment report of CNEX Global B.V following the on-site assessment
In response to an invitation from the Chairman to comment prior to taking a vote on the acceptance of CNEX Global BV, a number of Member Bodies raised concerns with this application and the report which focused around the following broad issues:

· A view by some that there was insufficient information in the report (ExMC/952/DV) to enable them to take a decision
· A concern that while established in NL as a Certification Body CNEX Global BV are not yet accepted as an ATEX Notified Body and hence cannot assist manufacturers outside Europe to gain market entry in EU, which is regarded as an important element in the mutual recognition provisions of the IECEx Scheme.
· The DE remark that a conclusion to the matters raised in Agenda Item 8.3.1 RU Proposal concerning the ExCB / ExTL relationship is required before a vote can be taken and suggested that it may be appropriate to defer a decision
Regarding the issue of insufficient information, AU suggested that in fact there have been previous reports accepted with less information than that contained in ExMC/952/DV.

During a detailed discussion, the meeting noted advice from both the NL Member Body, which endorsed the original application from CNEX Global BV and the CN Member Body as the CNEX Group is located in China, that they both did support the application as presented in the assessment report (ExMC/952/DV), in response to concerns expressed by RU and CA.

A further discussion then took place concerning the requirements of IECEx 02 Rules of Procedure, Clause 11.1 Acceptance of Certification Bodies and noted the current requirements for acceptance with respect to operating a scheme “at a national level” and that while it may be argued that CNEX Group in China does operate a scheme at a national level, the legal entity of CNEX Global BV located in NL may not at this point.
There were also suggestions from some Member Bodies including RU, DE, FR, GB, CA and JP to defer a decision with the Chairman suggesting that the application has been made in accordance with the IECEx Scheme Rules and the assessment has taken place with the assessment team recommending acceptance and now it is up to the Membership to take a decision.

The Chairman then invited any final comments before putting this to the vote with GB and others noting that as the CNEX application was endorsed by NL it was therefore understood that they will be operating in NL and hence it is inferred that they will need to become an ATEX NB before they can be considered for acceptance in order to facilitate the provision of satisfying NL requirements concerning the acceptance of Ex equipment into NL (re ATEX).

NL did strongly oppose the suggestion that the requirements of IECEx 02 Clause 11.1 requires that a CB must operate in the national scheme of the country that has endorsed them and noted that this clause was the subject of change in the current edition.
In discussing this requirement further, the meeting did feel that perhaps Clause 11.1 should be revisited as we see the use and adoption of the IECEx Scheme increase across different regions. The Secretary offered to review the current text of IECEx 02 in order to seek clarity and to consult with ExMC WG1.
The Chairman then called the meeting to order and called for a vote on ExMC/952/DV as this has been submitted for voting and the expectation is that ExMC will take a decision today.
A vote by way of raising country boards was conducted with the result of voting, as follows, concluded with insufficient support for the acceptance of CNEX at this point in time.
In favour of ExMC/952/DV: AU, CN, FI, KR, MY, NL, NO, 

Opposed to:  BR, CZ, DK, FR, DE, HU, IT, JP, PL, CH

Abstentions: CA, HR, ZA, USA, NZ, GB, RU, SI, IL 
Decision:  Not Accepted

The Secretary commented that in noting that ExMC do not accept the recommendation for acceptance of CNEX Global BV, at this point in time, that CNEX Global BV are free to consider the issues raised and decide whether or not to have their application re-submitted for a further vote once ATEX Notified Body status has been achieved.

He also reminded the meeting that, according to previous ExMC decisions, if this matter extends beyond the twelve month period an additional assessment will need to be carried out. 

NL again commented that they do not accept that CNEX must be a NB before re-submitting. 
CA remarked that there needs to be real confidence with all new bodies coming forward. 
DE proposed that there is a need for real clarity and a way forward to accommodate applicant ExCBs that do not have an integral ExTL (noting again the items for discussion in Agenda item 8.3.1.)
The Chairman concluded discussions and noted that at this point in time there is insufficient support for CNEX to proceed as an ExCB.
The Chairman, also thanked CNEX Global BV for their confidence in and support of the IECEx Scheme and also thanked the Members for their open and frank discussions and looks forward to all matters being resolved.
Decision 2014/21

The meeting agreed not to accept CNEX of NL at this point in time.

In favour of ExMC/952/DV: AU, CN, FI, KR, MY, NL, NO, 

Opposed to:  BR, CZ, DK, FR, DE, HU, IT, JP, PL, CH

Abstentions: CA, HR, ZA, USA, NZ, GB, RU, SI, IL 
7.4.2
New Applicant ExTL – Intertek India Private Limited of INDIA

The Meeting considered the Assessment report for Intertek India Private Limited seeking acceptance as an ExTL for the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme.  

Document considered:

· ExMC/955/DV – IECEx Assessment report of Intertek India following the on-site assessment
The Chairman introduced this item by informing that the assessment report was finalised close to the meeting and it was felt that this be best dealt with here at the meeting as opposed to conducting a vote via correspondence. 

A vote by way of raising country boards was conducted with the result of voting, as follows, and concluded with sufficient support for the acceptance of Intertek India to be appointed as an ExTL operating in the IECEx 02 Equipment Scheme with Intertek UK as their associated ExCB.
In favour of ExMC/955/DV: AU, BR, CA, CN, HR, CZ, DK, FI, FR, DE, IL, HU, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NZ, NO, PL, RU, SI, ZA, CH, GB, US

Opposed to: NIL

Decision: Approved

Decision 2014/22

The Meeting accepted the Assessment report contained in ExMC/955/DV and agreed that Intertek India be accepted as an ExTL.

In favour of ExMC/955/DV: AU, BR, CA, CN, HR, CZ, DK, FI, FR, DE, IL, HU, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NZ, NO, PL, RU, SI, ZA, CH, GB, US

Opposed to: NIL

8
IECEx CERTIFIED 
EQUIPMENT SCHEME, IECEx 02

8.1    Listing of ExCBs + ExTLs – According to IECEx 02

The Meeting noted, without comment, a report by the Secretary regarding the status of OD 001.



Document noted:

· OD 001 – Scheme Membership ExCBs, ExTLs and applicants –http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
8.2 
New Edition of IECEx 02 Rules of Procedures
The Meeting noted, without comment, the publication of a revised edition of IECEx 02 that includes the following changes:
· references to the new IECEx 03 series

· clarification that ISO 9001 certification must be from a CB accredited under IAF

· clarification of pre-requisites requirements for applicant ExCBs, Clause 11.1

· clarification of pre-requisites for applicant ExTLs Clause 11.2

8.3
Proposals from RU Concerning the IECEx Equipment Scheme

8.3.1

RU Proposal concerning the ExCB / ExTL relationship

The Meeting considered the proposal from RU concerning the relationship between ExCBs and ExTLs



Document considered:

· ExMC/942/CD -  Proposal from RU
In introducing this item the Chairman expressed his appreciation that RU has now joined ExMC WG1 and that they attended the last WG1 meeting held recently in Dubai to present this proposal - this provided ExMC WG1 an opportunity to discuss this ahead of this ExMC meeting.  
The Chairman advised that unfortunately after considerable discussion ExMC WG1 as a whole understood but could not reach agreement on a recommendation to the ExMC on the RU proposal – therefore RU has been provided with opportunity to present their proposal to the broader ExMC membership and to address a number of concerns and questions raised by ExMC WG1 as input to ExMC consideration on the proposal.
The Secretary provided background on the original proposal to the Dubai 2014 meeting and advised that the version provided for this ExMC meeting as ExMC/942/CD is an updated version of that considered by ExMC WG1 in Dubai and that Option #2 represents a form of relaxation of original proposal.   The Secretary also outlined the current requirements for the acceptance of ExCBs and ExTLs and reminded the Meeting that consideration of the RU proposal needs to be conscious of the following questions:
· Members’ views of the current requirements as outlined in the IECEx Rules for the acceptance of ExCBs and ExTLs?

· Do Members share similar concerns to those expressed by RU regarding a potential threat to the integrity and credibility of the IECEx System 

· If yes to the above, do we need to consider different or additional requirements to be established in the IECEx Rules?
The Chairman then invited RU to present their concerns with the current Rules – these being that:

· in the experience of RU and other countries there are ‘non-competent’ organisations “…. Appearing, in the marketplace, offering part testing services and not being part of a Certification Body” and RU see potential problems should such bodies find a way to participate in the IECEx Scheme, especially where there is a lack of a close association with an ExCB.  RU does not believe there is a need for these countries to have ExCBs without their own laboratories as it appears each do have their own TL.

· they have fears for the direction of IECEx if we continue to accept ExTLs that are separate from ExCBs and suggest that this has the potential to represent a compromise of the integrity of the IECEx System. 

· whilst Option #2 in the latest version of the proposal provides a dispensation of the requirements to have ExTL and ExCB inside the one organisation this is not considered to be the normal situation.
· ExCB applicants without an ExTL should be required to substantiate their capabilities to be an ExCB and should not be accepted until their capabilities can be studied in detail. 
Following the above introductory comments the Chairman called on the Meeting to consider the RU proposal. 
Members then provided the following comments:
· GB is unable to support either option (as they have interpreted the proposal) due to the potential adverse impacts on many organisations and also queried details on what actual problem is being addressed by the proposal, noting that all ExCBs and ExTLs undergo the same rigorous peer assessment which also takes into account assessment of staff’s competence and the way the association between ExCB function and ExTL function operates. 
· CA suggested that the proposal is contrary to the spirit of the IECEx System. CA also queried the problem to be solved and opposes the proposal on the basis of the potential for adverse impacts on Canadian ExCBs without any clear benefit to anyone, noting that problems also can arise where the ExCB and ExTL are the one organisation and there is insufficient separation in terms of certification decision..

· CA clarified that their concerns raised earlier in the agenda are more about level of detail of assessment reports and less about the capability of the bodies assessed.   The other concern of Canada is an apparent lack of clarity on criteria used to determine the capability of applicant ExCBs and ExTLs, particularly where the staff numbers are small.
· Brazil (BR) commented regarding their belief there is need to accommodate situations where resources are needed by ExCBs however this should not be done in a way that causes problems and such that doubt arises and consequently certified product may not be accepted in Brazil. BR also noted that the number of available ExTLs varies across different sectors of the Ex industry and as such a need as proposed for closer links between ExCBs and ExTLs would cause capability and customer service problems.
· The US supported the BR points as expanded upon by DE.
· AU via Mr Munro noted that the definition of ‘standalone ExCB” is perhaps misunderstood by RU and proposed that this should be clarified and that the criteria for the competence of staff operating in an ExCB also be clarified / expanded….. Mr Munro suggested that this may remove the concerns of RU.    This comment was supported by USA.  GB also supported the comment from AU.   CA supported the comment from AU re competency and also suggested that the need to have matched scopes between the ExCB and ExTL needs to be ‘reinforced’
· At this point the Secretary reminded the meeting that a great deal of evaluation and monitoring is done at the Secretariat especially in ensuring a matching of scopes between ExCB and ExTL.  The Secretary further commented that the cooperation between an ExCB and ExTL is something that is put before the ExMC for their approval to ensure both transparency and control.

Following the above comments the Chairman proposed that this matter not be referred back to ExMC WG1 (noting their inability to reach consensus in Dubai) and that a vote be taken on the proposal.
RU responded to the Chairman’s proposal with a suggestion that the provision for developing a compromised approach be allowed should the proposal not be accepted by the vote. In making this suggestion RU acknowledged the points raised by BR and suggested that such a compromise could involve the application of specific procedures for applicant ExCBs that do not have an ExTL in countries where there are particular requirements or issues.
The Chairman acknowledged the RU suggestion and proposed that the Executive be asked to consider the preparation of a check list to be used in the case of an application from an ExCB without an EXTL. This checklist should also outline the actions needed to ensure that such an ExCB can provide confidence in their activities as being not inferior to an ExCB with an ExTL.   RU and other members are invited to provide input to the Executive on this task. 

In response to the above RU suggestion, the Chairman then called for further comments or different proposals – there being none a vote was taken with the following results:

Decision 2014/23

The Meeting did not support Option #1 as proposed in ExMC/942/CD. 

In favour of ExMC/942/CD Option #1: NIL

Decision 2014/24

The meeting agreed that the IECEx Executive is to review current rules and consider criteria for the acceptance of an applicant ExCB that does not have an integral testing laboratory and report to the next ExMC meeting.

8.3.2 
RU Proposal concerning Certification at the Commissioning of Equipment 


and Installation

The Meeting considered the proposal from RU concerning the provision of IECEx Certification at the stage of equipment and installation commissioning.


Document considered:

· ExMC/943/CD -  Proposal from RU
In presenting this proposal for the development of a scheme for certification at the stage of installation, Mr Grudtsyn from RU noted: 

· that such a Scheme could be introduced later in parallel with inspection and other systems of different countries.   
· that such a Scheme could exist alongside other installation requirements in countries in the same way that IECEx co-exists with ATEX

· that the proposal is consistent with the UNECE Common Regulatory Objectives
· the importance of lifecycle of Ex products and installations
· aero-space industries use a similar approach to that outlined in the eight sector diagram (refer presentation slides) and suggest there is value in considering this or similar in IECEx as a means of dealing with risk over the life cycle of products.
· competence is important at all stages of product lifecycle and to date IECEx has covered all of these except for commissioning 
· there is a need a method to cover all aspects of the ‘conditions of transfer’ from one stage of life cycle to another and we have not, to date, developed these ‘conditions’ within IECEx 

and suggested that, as a first step in development we need to start a ‘validation’ of the proposal
In response to the RU proposal the Chairman noted that, whilst there is general acceptance of the value of having credible sign-off of installations at the commissioning stage, there are various views and possibilities for handling this and it has been suggested that the RU concerns could addressed by the use of persons certified under the IECEx CoPC Scheme and/or an organisation operating in the Certified Services Scheme.

Following the presentation, members provided the following comments:

· UK regulations do not currently require 3rd party certification of installations and as such the GB NC would prefer to maintain this approach noting the need for competent persons at the point of installation.
· DE supported the GB comments and reminded the meeting of the existence of IECEx 03 Scheme and also suggested that if RU feel that we need more information in IECEx 03 then they should provide proposals for ExMC WG10 consideration.
· USA suggested that an outcome of work of ExTAG regarding a proposed DS regarding assemblies will inform a response to the RU proposal.
· GB noted their concerns for the potential for area classification and similar activities becoming ‘caught up’ in the certification of installations as proposed.

· CA noted that the elegant proposal from RU complements the Chairman’s opening presentation however suggests that a current need is not clear and perhaps the objectives of the RU proposal could be satisfied by existing IECEx Schemes.  As a next stage, CA suggested that we need to establish if there is broader support and whether this justifies the development of the proposed certification scheme.
· FR suggested that this proposal is NOT supported as it represents a potential for confusion in the market in reference to existing IECEx Schemes.

· CA appreciated the RU proposal as it does complement the Chairman’s Opening comments at the meeting and suggested that such a program should be voluntary.  RU responded that there is no suggestion that countries should participate or that this should commence immediately.  
· CA further suggested that RU revise their proposal to identify the relevant IECEx Scheme identified in the background of every element of the ‘wheel’ in the RU presentation. 
In view of the above comments and noting the very little support for the proposal and the need to consolidate the expanded IECEx 03 Scheme (which could satisfy the needs of RU) with limited expertise and resources (of ExCBs and assessors) at this time, the Chairman concluded that this matter should be placed on a list of future activities – this proposal by the Chairman was supported by NL, CN, JP, CA.
Decision 2014/25

The meeting supported the Chairman’s proposal that, in the absence of clear support for the RU proposal, IECEx retain the service offering of “Certification at the Commissioning of Equipment and Installation” on our list of possible future service offerings but not listed as high priority at this point in time.

8.4
Operational Document OD 024 – Follow up consideration by ExMC to discussions from the 2013 ExMC Fortaleza meeting

During the 2013 ExMC Fortaleza meeting, Members received a presentation from Mr Duffy on IECEE Operational Document OD 2048, following which it was agreed that Members take time to consider the suitability of IECEE OD 2048 in lieu of IECEx OD 024.  (refer item 8.3 of the 2013 ExMC mins, ExMC/902A/RM) 

This matter was further discussed during the May/June 2014 IECEx Operational Meetings in Dubai where a conclusion was reached that given the relatively newness of OD 024 and controversy during its development that IECEx should retain use of the existing IECEx OD 024 and await further feedback from its use while at the same time enabling IECEE to gain further experience with use of their OD 2048, noting that the IECEE have recently published Edition 1.2 of IECEE OD 2048. 
This view from the Dubai meetings is consistent with the view taken during the 2013 Fortaleza meetings when considering document ExMC/865/CD (Report and Analysis of Questionnaire Version 2), noting that ExMC/865/CD was an analysis of a second questionnaire concluding that the results were inconclusive and the preferences from the members unclear.
ExMC Members were asked to consider a conclusion on this topic during the 2014 ExMC meeting in The Hague with reference to the following documents. 

Documents noted:

· ExMC/902A/RM – Minutes of the 2013 ExMC meeting
· ExMC(IECEE/Fortaleza)04 – Presentation at 2013 ExMC 
meeting
· IECEx OD 024– IECEx Operational Document 
· IECEE OD 2048 – IECEE Operational Document Ed 1.2
Mr Duffy informed the meeting of IECEE OD 2048 noting that IECEE have had plenty of experience in using OD 2048 and reminded the meeting that there are four levels for characterising client test facilities – of these, Levels 1 and 2 are identical to the approach outlined in IECEx OD 024. Mr Duffy also suggested that:

· this is perhaps an opportunity for some alignment or harmonisation of IEC CA System

· as Levels 1 and 2 of IECEE OD 2048 are similar to the approaches used in OD 024 and therefore it was suggested that some elements of OD 2048 could be incorporated in OD 024 however to go further to Level 3 possibly represents a threat to the IECEx System, and 

· since the Levels 1 and 2 of IECEE OD 2048 are similar to the approaches used in OD 024 it should be simple to harmonise these in line with the CAB preference for harmonisation across IEC CA Systems.   
Points of discussion raised during consideration of the proposal follow:

· NL supported the proposal from ExMC WG1’s Dubai meeting to continue the implementation of IECEx OD 024.
· NL proposed a joint WG comprising members of IECEx and IECEE groups that developed OD 2048 and OD 024  be tasked to examine if / how requirements of the two approaches could be used to provide value but in such a way that international acceptance of IECEx System is not jeopardised.  CA supported this view and reinforced their view that anything we do must support the stated objectives of the IECEx System in respect to acceptance of IECEx CoCs. In this respect we need to ensure that any future efforts in this area actually address the needs and concerns of regulators internationally.  One of the key tasks of the proposed group would be to investigate national differences and determine which countries accept OD 024 (noting that this was a question in the second questionnaire)
· AU maintained that it supports OD 024 and does not support IECE OD 2048 on the basis of the suggested need to increase the acceptance of the IECEx System.   Mr Duffy queried which parts of IECEE OD 2048 are not accepted noting that Steps 1 and 2 are identical to similar elements of OD 024.
· CA supported AU and noted the big differences between IECEx and IECEE and that we have an objective of keeping the confidence of regulators.
· DE supported AU and CA.
· GB supported AU, CA and DE and reinforced their support for continued application of IECEx OD 024.
· The Secretary reminded the meeting of the need for IECEx to support the objectives of the IEC and suggested that we continue to consider this issue.

· Mr Massey expressed the view of a manufacturer regarding the integrity of certification and the role that manufacturer test data and how this may be considered in a controlled manner as a basis for valid and trusted certification. 

Decision 2014/26

The meeting agreed that we retain the use of OD 024 and in parallel, assign the IECEx Chairman and Secretary consult with their counterparts in IECEE Scheme to explore the similarities and differences between the approaches in IECEx OD 024 and IECEE OD 2048 with a view to extract mutual benefits.   A report on this work will be provided to the 2015 ExMC meeting for consideration.

8.5
Integration of Ex ‘s’ (new IEC 60079-33) into the IECEx 02 Certified Equipment Scheme

The Meeting noted a report by the Secretary regarding the background to the proposed changes to this ExMC/866/CD since the version considered in the 2013 ExMC meeting and reminded members that we were rather close to finalising this OD, with the final decision taken to refer the draft for final review among the IECEx Executive.  This was done during their last meeting in Dubai in May this year with ExMC/866A/CD being the result of that discussion.  The changes made by the Executive to the original draft are now shown in the Version A as red text in the document circulated with the agenda with the main changes related to the involvement of the IECEx Executive Secretary and the Executive on confirming the independent verifiers to be used.
The Secretary also reminded the meeting that the ExMC originally made the request to TC 31 to produce the IEC 60079-33 Standard.

Document considered:

· ExMC/866A/CD – Revised Draft prepared by the IECEx Executive

The following points were raised by members in the consideration of ExMC/866A/CD:
· US supported the document as drafted subject to a proposal to clarify the requirement for ‘active involvement’. Following discussion the Meeting accepted that participation by way of submitting comments etc. would constitute ‘active involvement’.   
· USA also requested clarification of the expectation from Additional Steps 2a and 2b. In response Mr Sinclair explained the reasons for a two stage process – USA accepted this explanation.

· Mr Munro queried the potential for liability for the Executive from the proposed process and requested clarification on how consensus must be reached in the Executive.
· In support of Mr Munro’s question NL queried why the IECEx Executive is taking on the role and noted that some bodies in certain countries may seek to hold the IECEx Executive responsible for problems arising from assessments.   In response the Secretary noted that this situation is no different to the current approach that relies on peer assessment.
· NL opposed the proposal because of concerns over the technical competence of the Executive and questioned whether a decision of an ExCB to certify can be / should be influenced by other parties.
· USA queried “independence” versus “competence” and “qualification” and stated their presumption that the independence of assessors will somehow be confirmed prior to assessments.
· CN agreed with the document and explained their interpretation of “independence”.
· DE expressed their concerns regarding how independence could be achieved and proposed to take the matter back to IEC TC 31.
· DE also suggested that the proposal be re-worked to address the root issue.

· Mr Sinclair noted that his organisation (as an ATEX NB) does conduct a similar process as part of satisfying EHSRs on a regular basis. Mr Sinclair also suggested that the document is not perfect but we should start to use it as a way forward.
· Mr Sinclair, as ExTAG Chair also expressed his desire for this document now and there is a definite need.

· DE has suggested that it is not appropriate to include conformity assessment requirements in a Standard.   Mr Wigg countered this and explained that the Standard requires verification not conformity assessment.

· Mr Wigg supported the view of Mr Sinclair that we need to move forward by commencing introduction and learning from this as we already have steps and a procedure in place.  Mr Wigg also reminded the meeting that the Standards do not impose certification requirements but rather contains conformity assessment requirements.
Decision 2014/27

The meeting agreed that ExMC/866A/CD proceed to publication incorporating editorial corrections (noting the clarification that the requirement for active involvement in IEC or national standards committees would be satisfied by participating in document review and commenting processes).

In favour of ExMC/866A/CD: AU, BR, CA, CN, HR, CZ, DK, FI, MY, NZ, PL, SI, ZA, CH, GB, US

Opposed to: JP, NL
9 IECEx CONFORMITY MARK LICENSE SYSTEM, IECEx 04

9.1 Report from the IECEx Marks Committee Chairman, Mr Tim Duffy

The Meeting received a report from the ExMarkCo Chairman, Mr Tim Duffy, concerning the activities of the IECEx Conformity Mark License Scheme since the Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting.  



Document considered:

· ExMC/944/R - Report of the IECEx Mark Committee meeting, held in Dubai 22 May 2014.
Decision 2014/28

The Meeting accepted the report from the ExMarkCo Chairman in the form of a presentation summarizing the content of ExMC/944/R and covering ExMC 2014 Meeting Agenda Items 9.1.1, 9.1.3, 9.1.4 and 9.1.5
9.1.1 Current List of IECEx Mark Licenses issuing ExCBs including those approved since the Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting

The Meeting noted, without comment, the list of approved ExCBs as circulated with the agenda

Document noted:

List of approved ExCBs http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/bodies3.asp?id=5


9.1.2 Appointment of ExMarkCo Chairman

During the May 2014 ExMarkCo meeting, Members agreed to nominate Tim Duffy of US for a further term as ExMarkCo Chairman in accordance with the IECEx 01 Basic Rules.

ExMC Members were asked to accept the nomination from ExMarkCo and appoint Mr Duffy for a further 3 year term as ExMarkCo Chairman.

Decision 2014/29

The meeting unanimously agreed to appoint Mr Duffy for a further 3 year term as ExMarkCo Chairman.

Countries voting: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IL, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, NZ, PL, RU, SI, ZA, US

9.1.3 Current ExMarkCo Membership vacancies

The Meeting noted, without comment, a report on current ExMarkCo membership vacancies (two of) for “regulatory interests” representation and the invitation to consider nominating suitable candidates for these positions in addition to Mr David Chirdon (US).

9.1.4 Publication of revised IECEx Guides

Decision 2014/30

The Meeting noted the publication of revised editions of IECEx Guides IECEx 01B and IECEx 04A 
Documents noted:

· IECEx 01B - Guidance for the use of the IECEx Logo (Edition 2.0)
· IECEx 04A - Guidance for making applications for and use of IECEx Conformity Mark IECEx 04 (Edition 2.0)

9.1.5 Procedures for issuing IECEx Mark Licenses, OD 022 and use of the Mark for Unit Verification Certification

The Meeting noted the publication of the revision to IECEx OD 022 as IECEx OD 422 Edition 1.0 

Document noted:

· IECEx Operational Document OD 422 - Rules and Procedures for granting of Licenses to issue and use the IECEx Conformity Mark (Edition 1.0)

9.2 Notifications of misuse of the IECEx Conformity Mark.  

No matters relating to the misuse of the IECEx Conformity Mark were raised by members in response to the invitation to comment during this agenda item.
The Secretary reminded the Meeting that the Secretariat is proactive in the surveillance of use of the Mark and have staff assigned to conduct ongoing checks on print and electronic media
9.3 Other Matters relating to the IECEx Conformity Mark System 

No matters relating to the IECEx Conformity Mark were raised by members in response to the invitation to comment during this agenda item.
-----------------------------------------------

Review of Day 1 Decisions.  
Decision 2014/31

The Meeting noted the draft decisions from Day One and accepted these or inclusion in a Confirmed list of Decisions with the following minor editorial changes:

· Addition of JP and NL as negative votes in relation to Decision 2014/27

· Addition of NZ, GB and SI as abstentions in Decision 2014/21

-----------------------------------------------

10
CERTIFIED SERVICE FACILITIES SCHEME – IECEx 03

10.1   Listing of ExCBs – According to IECEx 03, Certified Service Facility Scheme

The Meeting noted, without comment, a report from the Secretariat on IECEx 03 Scheme ExCBs.


Document noted:

· OD 001 – Scheme Membership, ExCBs, ExTLs and applicants http://www.iecex.com/directory/bodies/od001.asp
10.2 ​Use of IECEx 03 Services Scheme within ExMC Member Countries

In response to an invitation from the Chairman to provide feedback concerning the IECEx 03 Services Scheme, how it is used within their country or any plans for their future use of the Scheme in terms of the following key questions:

· How bodies involved in Ex Repair, installation, Inspection and area classification are qualified to do these tasks in the country?
· If there are any systems in place for the on-going checking of these bodies?
· If training or other support is available at national level?
· What types of industry sectors are covered?
· If there are any other issues to discuss?
members provided the following points:
· DE advised that they are proud of their national regulations and reinforced their views on the importance of the IECEx 03 Scheme.  In mentioning the local laws and regulations in Germany it was noted that whilst there are some deviations from the IEC Standards it is still possible to work well within the IECEx 03 Scheme. DE recommended that we need to make special efforts to ensure that the expanded 03 Scheme becomes operable and successful in the future. 
· AU advised that for many years Australia has required servicing by competent facilities according to AS/NZS3800 that includes requirements of, and extends beyond IEC 60079-19… the question is whether it is necessary to report national differences. 

· RU advised that documents have been developed at a national level and these have been approved however they have had only limited interest from local industry in participation on the IECEx Service Facility Scheme.  It is believed that this interest would increase if a scheme for certification at the stage of installation could be made available.

· NL advised that The Netherlands does not have national deviations to IEC 6079-19                                                                                                                    under ATEX and there are no national requirements for certification of service facilities but the NL National accreditation council monitors DEKRA’s application of the IECEx Service Facilities Scheme.   NL also mentioned that feedback from industry on the expanded IECEx 03 Scheme is promising (particularly as regards installation, zoning etc.).  Further, NL advised that they are willing to assist the Chairman to provide good news stories on the NL experience as the basis for marketing of the IECEx 03 Scheme.
· PL noted the tie between ATEX and repair and the ATEX User Directive.  PL also noted the differences between repairs on equipment for Group I and Group II requirement for inspection by Notified Body. They also advised that some service facilities in PL already have certification under the voluntary IECEx 03 Scheme. PL also noted the important link to the IECEx Personnel Competence Scheme.

· CN advised that China (via CQM) will soon apply for IECEx 03 Scheme acceptance.  Normally 3rd party bodies are used for inspections according to ISO/IEC 17020 to support safety production licenses for new chemical plants.   SINOPEC has recently introduced new requirements for 3rd party assessment / certification of maintenance, repair, etc. activities on their equipment.
· CA suggested that regulations play an important role in everything and are a typical driver for certification in the absence of regulation for servicing activities there is limited market demand for certification of service facilities.   The ‘non-export’ nature of service facility activities also limits the demand for certification.

· NL noted that whilst there is a general requirement for repairs, installation must be done by competent people.
· US supported the CA view and noted that the greatest interest at this point in time is from the mining sector with respect to motor repairs.
· NL noted that the IECEx 03 Scheme is, as far they are aware, the only scheme that meets the current needs of industry.
Following further general discussion the Chairman thanked Members for this exchange and looks forward to the timely operation of the new Schemes as ExCBs step forward to participate.

10.3 Provision for the introduction of a Forum for ExCBs operating in the IECEx 03 Services Scheme, similar to ExTAG

The Secretary explained background to ExMC/945/CD is that during the ExMC 2013 Fortaleza meeting, ExMC tasked the IECEx Executive to consider the provision of a forum similar to ExTAG dedicated for the IECEx 03 Scheme, noting previous suggestions from ExMC members including RU that, whilst ExTAG has provided guidance on the 03 Scheme in the past, this Scheme deserves more focused consideration.
The Chairman noted that there could be a perception that a lack of a Committee for the 03 Scheme indicates that it is seen by members as less important - therefore the establishment of the proposed Committee could raise interest in the 03 Scheme.

The Secretary reported that IECEx Executive considered this issue during their 2014 meeting in Dubai along with the broader issue of the Management Structure for the IECEx System and suggested the formation of a forum perhaps to be known as the ExAG (Ex Assessment Group) as outlined in the Discussion Paper circulated with the agenda.

Documents considered:

· ExMC/945/CD – Discussion Paper arising from the 21 May 2014 Dubai meeting of the IECEx Executive
· ExMC/953/R – Report from the WG 10 Convener
The Chairman invited the Meeting to comment on the principles and suggestions outlined in the Discussion Paper.  

In response the members offered the following comments:
· US commented that 03 Scheme (as now expanded beyond repair and overhaul activities) is fully aligned with the focus of the ExTAG and as such it is appropriate to reconsider its management and supported the proposal that this Scheme be ‘elevated’ to the same level as the 02, 04 and 05 Schemes.   As regards the Discussion Paper, US requested more details on the concept of ‘operational committees’ requested and questioned whether Option #2 would require additional meeting time at annual or operational meetings?   The Secretary advised that this would likely be the case.   In response US advised their preference for Option #2 but were not in favour of the “ExAG” title.

· NL suggested that with the additional work to be conducted on the further development and implementation of the 03 Scheme it is critical that the membership of the proposed forum retains the relevant expertise.  

In noting the mention of ExMC WG10 in the Discussion Paper and acknowledging the work of this group in the development and implementation of the 03 Scheme to date, the Meeting took the following Decision:
Decision 2014/32

The meeting applauded the work of WG10, particularly the Convenor, Mr Theo Pijpker.

In further discussions on the proposal the following points were raised:

· AU agreed in principle the proposal and would appreciate further opportunities to consider this. 
· Mr Wigg noted the constitution and structure of the ExPCC and suggested that the constitution of a proposed new Committee must not restrict membership to ExCBs and ExTLs so that end-users have sufficient ‘motivation’ to participate.  GB supported this view expressed by RW. On the matter of “motivation” the Secretary noted that ExMC WG10 has not met for over a year and perhaps the formation of the proposed new Committee will guide and encourage more frequent activity by ExMC WG10.    The Chairman supported the comments of the Secretary and Mr Wigg and suggested that the proposal may lead to greater interest and participation from end-users.
· GB supported the proposal with a preference for Option #2 but requested clarity regarding the constitution, particularly with respect to the attendance of observers. The Secretary responded to this point that it is intended that ExTAG model would be followed for this aspect and also recommended that we follow the ExPCC model for providing appropriate stakeholder representation in the constitution of the proposed forum. 

· RU supported the proposed creation of a new Committee for 03 Scheme and also suggested the creation of a forum that would unite the ExCBs of the 03 and 05 Schemes (to be called ExPAG).
Decision 2014/33 

The Meeting agreed that there is support for the establishment of a forum similar to ExTAG to support the IECEx 03 Scheme. Members noted that this will require a revision of the IECEx Basic Rules and that this will require CAB approval.   The Executive will commence work on preparing a draft revision of IECEx 01 to reflect the preference for Option #2 as outlined in ExMC/945/CD, taking into account views expressed during this meeting

10.4 Any Other matters concerning the IECEx 03 Certified Service Facilities Scheme

In response to the invitation to members to raise any other matters concerning the IECEx 03 Scheme, NL advised that work has commenced on developing documentation to support the preparation of IECEx OD 31*, Part 1 series for Area Classification.
The Chairman suggested that web seminars and other methods should be used to promote the expanded 03 Scheme to ExCBs not already participating.  The Chairman also suggested that we consider some form of simple label or logo for each of the IECEx Schemes.
11
IECEx CERTIFICATE OF PERSONNEL COMPETENCE SCHEME, IECEx 05

11.1
Report from the ExPCC Chairman

The Meeting received a report from the Mr Allen, concerning work of ExPCC, since the Fortaleza 2013 ExMC Meeting.

Document considered:

· ExMC/946/R – Report from the ExPCC Chairman
As background on ExPCC Recommendation #3, Mr Allen explained that the ExPCC felt that, in the absence of any evidence of problems identified by surveillance activities to date, the associated costs and the need for certificate holders to recertify in full each three years the need for surveillance at 18 months was of no benefit.
In response to US concern over the implementation of the Question Bank and possible inconsistencies between ExCBs regarding ‘level’, Mr Allen acknowledged this as a valid concern that has been previously recognised by the ExPCC and ExPCC WG3 have this in mind as the development and validation of the Question Bank continues.  Mr Allen also noted that participating ExCBs are at different levels and encouraged their participation in the ExPCC and ExPCC Working Groups as a valuable forum for sharing experiences, views and issues.
Decision 2014/34 

The Meeting accepted the report contained in ExMC/946/R.

11.2
Revised Edition of IECEx OD 503 (new Ed 3.0)

The Meeting considered a draft revised edition of OD 503
Document considered:

· ExMC/934/CD – Draft edition 3.0 of OD 503
Decision 2014/35

The Meeting unanimously agreed that the draft of OD 503 Ed. 3.0 as presented in ExMC/934/CD proceed to publication.

Countries voting: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IL, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, NZ, PL, RU, SI, ZA, US

11.3
Revised Edition of IECEx OD 504 (new Ed 3.0)

The Meeting considered a draft revised edition of OD 504

Document considered:

· ExMC/935/CD – Draft edition 3.0 of OD 504
Decision 2014/36

The Meeting unanimously agreed that the draft of OD 504 Ed. 3.0 as presented in ExMC/935/CD proceed to publication.

Countries voting: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IL, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, NZ, PL, RU, SI, ZA, US

11.4
New Operational Document IECEx OD 506 

The Meeting considered a draft new Operational Document IECEx OD 506.
Document considered:

· ExMC/936/CD – New OD 506
Decision 2014/37

The Meeting unanimously agreed that the draft of OD 506 as presented in ExMC/936/CD proceed to publication.

Countries voting: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IL, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, NZ, PL, RU, SI, ZA, US

11.5
New Operational Document IECEx OD 521

The Meeting considered a draft new Operational Document IECEx OD 521 and noted that points raised from the ExMC discussion will assist ExPCC in preparing a final draft to be submitted for final approval by ExMC.

Document considered:

· ExMC/937/CD – New OD 521
In response members provided the following comments:

· GB expressed concern over the use of ‘endorsement / recognised” and see a potential for confusion in the market if training providers are ‘accepted’ without a ‘full assessment’ – hence the GB did not support the proposal.

· The ExPCC WG4 Convenor (Mr Wigg) queried GB on their understanding of full endorsement and noted that the proposal does not involve endorsement of training material content.   GB advised that they would expect that trainers would have some form of endorsement and that only IECEx Assessors should visit training bodies.
· The ExPCC Chair responded with a view that a requirement for some form of external endorsement would be a barrier to the achievement of ExPCC objectives in this matter.

· DE requested for publication of feedback on training services on the IECEx website – US suggested that the survey facility in the proposal should satisfy the measurement aspect noting the previous concerns of ExPCC WG4 members regarding privacy issues and restrictions.

Decision 2014/38

The Meeting agreed that ExPCC should prepare a final draft OD based on ExMC/937/CD and incorporating comments from the meeting.  This new OD to be submitted for final approval by ExMC via correspondence.

11.6
Revised Edition of IECEx 05 (new Ed 3.0)

The Meeting considered a draft revised edition to IECEx 05 - IECEx Scheme for Certification of Personnel Competence for Explosive Atmospheres – Rules of Procedures and noted that points raised from the ExMC discussion will assist the ExPCC in preparing a final draft to be submitted for final approval by ExMC.

Document considered:

· ExMC/947/CD – Draft edition 3.0 of IECEx 05
Decision 2014/39

Based on the discussions and Decisions 2014/35 and 2014/36 the Meeting agreed that a final version of ExMC/947/CD be submitted for ExMC approval by correspondence following an editorial review by the IECEx Secretariat.

12
IECEx SYSTEM – GENERAL MATTERS

12.1
IEC / ILAC / IAF Cooperation

The Secretary provided a report on IEC/ILAC/IAF Cooperation and advised that the Secretary and Chairman will be attending the next meeting of the IEC/ILAC/IAF Panel to be held in Tokyo as part of the IEC GM series of meetings. This was presented to the Meeting as an opportunity to raise any issues or concerns.  No comments or questions were forthcoming.
12.2
ISO/IEC 17065 Implementation

The Meeting noted the publication of the new ISO/IEC 17065 and the implementation plan as agreed during the 2013 ExMC Meeting in Fortaleza.
Document noted:

· ExTAG/298/Inf – Agreed Implementation Plan reflecting the ExTAG 
and WG4 proposal

The Meeting expressed their thanks to Mr Munro and others for their work in preparing the new IECEx OD 107 Harmonised Checklist of ISO/IEC 17065.
13
WORKING GROUP REPORTS

13.1
IECEx WG1 - Rules

The Meeting received a report from the WG1 Convener, Chris Agius following the WG1 Meeting held June 2014 in Dubai and considered the WG1 Recommendations to ExMC contained within the WG1/WG5 Report.  Included in the WG1 recommendations were a request for ExMC to agree with the WG1 proposal that Mr Marty Cole, of CA be appointed as the new WG1 Convener, noting the IECEx Executive Secretary and current WG1 Convener’s view that the position of Convener should be held by an appropriate expert from the Community.  


Documents considered:

· ExMC/948/R – IECEx WG1/WG5 report of Meeting held May 2014 in Dubai.

Decision 2014/40

The Meeting accepted all seven recommendations from ExMC WG1 as presented in ExMC/948/R.

Decision 2014/41

The Meeting accepted the ExMC WG1 proposal to appoint Mr Marty Cole as the new convenor of ExMC WG1.


13.2
IECEx WG5 - Management of Quality System Assessments of Manufacturers

The Meeting received a report from the Secretary in the absence of Mr Jeff Olson as WG1 Convener having tendered his apology for this meeting.  In this report the Secretary highlighted the following activities of ExMC WG5:
· the last meeting was held in Dubai in conjunction with WG1 as indicated in the report.  

· a revision to Form F001 is in progress
· a new edition of OD 025 has been published and now addresses the need for guidance on auditing and hence this work is complete

· a new edition of OD 026 regarding the qualification of IECEx Lead Auditors and Auditors has been published

· there is a plan to next meet in Toronto in May 2015


Document considered:

· ExMC/948/R – IECEx WG1/WG5 report of Meeting held May 2014 in Dubai.

Decision 2014/42

The Meeting accepted the report from ExMC WG5 presented as ExMC/948/R.

13.3    IECEx WG2 - Development of Technical Guidance Documents 

The Meeting received a report from the WG2 Convener, Mr Steve Bentham on progress of work since Fortaleza 2013 that includes a meeting during this 2014 series of IECEx meetings in The Hague.

Decision 2014/43

The Meeting accepted a presentation on progress from the ExMC WG2 Convener, Mr Steve Bentham.

Decision 2014/44

The Meeting accepted the proposal from ExMC WG2 that TCDs covering IEC 60079 parts 10, 14, 17 and 19 be referred to ExMC WG10.
13.4 
IECEx WG4 - Technical Reference Group for Assessment of ExCBs and ExTLs

The Meeting received a report from the ExMC WG4 Convenor, Mr Jim Munro that outlined the key points in the report circulated as ExMC/949/R with additional information on 

· the development of a matrix of assessor competence

· the equipment and capability requirements of ExTLs

· ongoing development of an assessor feedback mechanism

Decision 2014/45

The Meeting accepted the report contained in Document ExMC/949/R.

DE requested advice on when the list of essential equipment for Intrinsic Safety will be available.

The Secretary reminded the Meeting that ExMC WG4 also considered the DE proposal to amend OD 003-1 as submitted in April 2014 and will now be in a position to do so now that OD 003-2 has been updated with the requirements for interim surveillance assessments.
GB suggested that there is a need for equipment list when there are scope limitations on ExTLs eg. IEC 60079-28.
CA requested clarification on who will make the final decision on what constitutes an acceptable list of essential equipment. The Secretary advised that the ExMC will decide this on the basis of a recommendation from ExMC WG4. 

NL suggested that a guideline should precede the publication of more formal or specific requirements.  Secretary responded that there will be some mandatory items but we should await advice from ExMC WG4.

The Chairman noted that it is pleasing to see the large list of assessors and their details but suggested that we need more clarity on the capability and competence of assessors in order to, as one aspect, assist the implementation of the expanded IECEx 03 Scheme.
Decision 2014/46

The Meeting supported the Chairman’s call for additional assessors to serve the expanded IECEx 03 Scheme and his suggestion that we need to provide more clarity on the capability and competence of assessors.

13.5
IECEx WG 13 - Business Development

The ExMC WG13 Convenor, Mr Maalouf provided an update on the completion of action items arising from the decision in Fortaleza to publish the IECEx Business Plan – this is now available on the IECEx website.  Mr Maalouf advised that ExMC WG13 plan to hold a meeting in 2015 to review progress on the action items and implementation of the Business Plan.

Decision 2014/47

The Meeting accepted the verbal report from the WG13 Convener, Mr Maalouf on the current status of implementation of the IECEx 2013 – 2016 Business Plan and supporting actions.

13.6
IECEx WG 15 – Non Electrical Equipment

The meeting noted a report from the ExMC WG15 Convenor, Mr Jim Munro that outlined the key points in the report circulated as ExMC/950/R with additional information on 

· the progress on action items

· the provision of requested clarification on the standards to be covered (noting the view that ISO 80079-31 is not currently suitable for certification purposes)

· development of a qualification document for ExCBs including acceptance criteria
· update on status of the development of referenced standards
· status of development of assessor qualifications and competencies

· next meeting planned to be held in conjunction with the 2015 IECEx Operational Meetings.
The Chairman thanked Mr Munro for his report and invited any questions or comments with US (Mr Massey) seeking clarification on 

a) whether or not at this point does the work of WG15 have a focus for Coal Mining or is broader, with Mr Munro confirming that the work is not restricted to the Coal Mining Sector.

b) Is it the intent that IECEx will require manufacturers to hold 3rd party certification of their quality management system, with Mr Munro advising that the approach is to integrate non electrical equipment into the current IECEx 02 Scheme and current rules

Following further remarks the Chairman concluded that this is still at an early stage and input from the IECEx Members will be important and that any National member Body may nominate an expert to WG15 if they do not already have one involved.
Decision 2014/48

The Meeting accepted the report contained in Document ExMC/950/R.

Following the above decision, Mr Meanwell (ZA) reminded the meeting of the existence of ExMC WG8 on Regulatory Acceptance and requested comments and views from the meeting on the activities of ExMC WG8.     Dr Klausmeyer as ExMC WG8 Convenor responded with a report on the activities of ExMC WG8 that last met in Fortaleza and advised that whilst the focus of this work has been the UNECE there are current efforts in discussions with the European Commission and the establishment of bilateral agreements. Dr Klausmeyer noted that, unfortunately, this is a slow process and due to this difficulty, ExMC WG8 has no update to report to this ExMC meeting.

Mr Munro, as a member of ExMC WG8, noted that many countries do not have mandatory requirements for non-electrical equipment and cautioned against a push for mandated requirements for non-electrical equipment at this stage of development of IECEx Schemes in this area.
Decision 2014/49

In noting items raised by ZA regarding regulatory recognition of IECEx, the meeting called upon ZA and all members to contribute suggestions to ExMC WG8 for consideration.

14
ExTAG MATTERS

14.1
Report from ExTAG 2014 Meeting held in The Hague

The Meeting noted a report from the ExTAG Chairman, Mr Ron Sinclair in which he advised the Meeting of the ExTAG’s nomination of Professor Xu Jianping as the new ExTAG Chairman to commence duties from 1st January 2015 and provided a verbal summary of key points from the ExTAG meeting held on 26th August 2014.
In response to the ExTAG report RU commented on the proposed Decision Sheet for IEC 60079-14 and requested clarity as they felt that this is in line with the RU proposal on certification at installation and hence suggested that further discussion on the Decision Sheet should occur in the ExMC.   In response Mr Sinclair clarified that ExTAG is discussing the certification of ‘assemblies’ which are not the same as ‘installations’.   He is also advised that, at this point in time, ExTAG are not considering certification of installations. Additionally the Secretary provided, in the context of RU concerns, background of the draft Decision Sheet under consideration by the ExTAG. Mr Sinclair also reassured the Meeting that ExTAG discussions only related to assemblies where interconnection is not covered by equipment standards and therefore there are aspects with the installation standard that can assist in the entire assembly.  
Decision 2014/50

The Meeting accepted a report from Mr Ron Sinclair, ExTAG Chairman as circulated as Document ExTAG(TheHague/ExTAGChairman)05.
Decision 2014/51

The Meeting accepted a suggestion that IEC TC31 be formally requested to prepare a standard in the IEC 60079 series for use in the certification of assemblies. Noting that ExTAG is considering a draft Decision Sheet on this matter.

Decision 2014/52

The Meeting accepted the ExTAG suggestion to revise IECEx 02, Clause 10.2 to clarify eligibility to access the appeals process in line with IECEx 01.

Decision 2014/53

The Meeting accepted a proposal from the ExTAG that participation in the Proficiency Testing Program be mandatory for all accepted and applicant IECEx ExTLs and their associated laboratories (noting that this does not include laboratories operating under the provisions of IECEx OD 024)
14.2
Appointment of ExTAG Chairman

The meeting noted that ExTAG considered a nomination for the position of ExTAG Chairman during their meeting earlier this week and recommends Professor Xu Jianping for appointment by the ExMC as ExTAG Chairman and for a three year term.   The Meeting was asked to consider this recommendation.
Decision 2014/54

The Meeting unanimously accepted the ExTAG recommendation that Prof Xu Jianping be appointed as ExTAG Chairman to commence duties on 1st January 2015 for a three term.

Countries voting: AU, BR, CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, FI, FR, GB, HR, HU, IL, IT, JP, KR, MY, NL, NO, NZ, PL, RU, SI, ZA, US

14.3 
Any other ExTAG Matters

In response to the invitation to members to raise any other matters relating to the activities of the ExTAG, GB suggested that the task regarding manufacturer’s instructions be allocated to ExTAG WG3.  The ExTAG Chairman agreed.
15
IECEx WEB SITE and INTERNET BASED “ON-LINE” CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY SYSTEM AND OTHER ENHANCEMENTS.

The Meeting received a report from the Secretariat on the status of improvements and enhancements to the IECEx Website including the IECEx “On-Line” Certificate of Conformity System and the IECEx Web Site.
The Meeting also noted work underway on 
· upgrading of the IECEx Mobile Device Application for Smart Phones and Pad Devices
· the Print to PDF tool available in two forms (i) to the public and (ii) to ExCBs as logged on members to enable editing 

· the availability of the Out of Date QARs tool to assist ExCBs in the maintenance of QAR currency.

Document considered:

· ExMC/938/R – Report from the Secretariat (Report Card 2014)
Decision 2014/55

The Meeting accepted the Secretariat report contained in Document ExMC/938/R.
In response to the report NL noted the need from some regulatory authorities for signed certificates and proposed that the Certificate format be amended to insert a digital signature at the time of creation of the On-line Certificate.   AU supported this proposal. 
Ron Sinclair, as an IECEx Certificate signatory, was not in favour of the NL proposal on the basis of cyber security threats.

The Secretary noted the previous ExMC Decision to not have signatures on the On-line Certificates and the possibility of adverse implications of this.   The costs and other aspects to be considered need to be determined and discussed.
Decision 2014/56

The NL NC will prepare a written proposal in support of their suggestion regarding signatures on publicly available electronic IECEx Certificates and this will consider the concerns expressed by Mr Sinclair regarding the security of signatures on HTML documents.   This NL NC proposal will assist members to consult before considering changes to the On-line System and also enable the Secretariat to investigate costs and other aspects of On-line System changes.
16
REPORT FROM IEC TC 31

The Meeting received a report on TC 31 activities and work since the last ExMC Meeting (including the SC31M Sub-committee) from the new IEC TC 31 Chairman, Mr Mark Coppler and noted that it appears that ISO 80079-38 has been excluded from work of IECEx ExMC WG15 and enquired if there is thought of TC31 doing anything in this regard.

GB also commented regarding other IEC TC31 work of interest to IECEx underway via WG31G and WG31J in addition to that outlined in Mr Coppler’s report.  In response, Mr Coppler agreed to cover these items in future reports to ExMC on IEC TC31 activities.
CA commented that this information will also be of benefit as an input to the work of ExMC WG13 as it may represent business development opportunities.
Decision 2014/57

The Meeting accepted the TC 31 report contained in Document ExMC(TheHague/TC31 Chairman)04 as presented by Mr Mark Coppler.

Decision 2014/58

The Meeting expressed their thanks to Mr Jim Munro for his contributions to the IECEx System in his role as IEC TC31 Chairman over 15 years.

Decision 2014/59

The IEC TC31 report to be forwarded to ExMC WG13 as it contains information on future standards that may represent business opportunities for IECEx.
17
REPORT FROM THE UNITED NATION’S UNECE   

17.1
Update Report

The Chairman briefly summarized the content of the UNECE Workshop conducted on 27th August and, in the absence of UNECE representatives, invited comment.

In response RU suggested that the translations of the UNECE CRO are insufficient and there has not been enough progress on the adoption of the CRO to date.  RU also noted their proposal to the ExMC 2013 meeting regarding the acceptance of IECEx and requested an update on progress in this matter.  RU believes that ExCBs and ExTLs should be recognized as consistent with / corresponding to the UNECE CROs and also that national certification scheme should also correspond to the CRO.

RU advised that they intend to invite other countries to sign a document that demonstrates their recognition of the CRO.
RU requested ExMC WG8 to consider RU proposals and provide a specific plan to promote IECEx Certificates in accordance with CROs.
The Secretary noted the ongoing promotion of CROs during the 2014 IECEx Conference in Malaysia and the intent to continue this during the 2015 Conference in Poland.

Decision 2014/60

In noting concerns expressed by RU regarding the promotion of the CROs in the direction of mutual acceptance through the use of the IECEx instruments, the Meeting agreed to the RU proposal to refer these to WG8. 
17.2
United Nations, UNECE Publication Common Regulatory Objective

The Meeting noted the translations of the UNECE Common Regulatory Objective publication (CROs) into several languages with samples made available in the foyer of this meeting and the UNECE Workshop earlier this week.

18
ExNB GROUP REPORT 

The Meeting received a report from the Chairman of the European Notified Bodies Group for ATEX, ExNB
Decision 2014/61

The Meeting accepted a report from, Mr Thierry Houeix, the Vice Chairman of the European Notified Bodies Group for ATEX, ExNB to be provided as ExMC(TheHague/ExNB)06 – the text of this report follows:
 ExNBG meeting short report 
The last meeting was held on 18 and 19 November 2013. 

A summary of the IECEx meetings held in Fortaleza was reported by Mr. Sinclair. 

It was confirmed the wish to continue to cooperate with IECEx. The certification schemes are different but technically, the assessment and the testing of Ex products are the same when 60079 serie standards are used to fullfill the Essential Health and Safety requirements of the ATEX Directive. 

It was noted the growth of the IECEx-certificates, the election of the new ExMC Chairman, Mr Thorsten Arnhold and the extension of the IEC Certification system for renewable energies... 

It is important to say that most of the ExNBs use the IECEx templates for their ATEX reports. 

Since the last ExNB meeting, several European Directives have been modified due to the New Legal Framework. The ATEX Directive is one of them. The directive 2014/34/EU is going to replace on April 2016 the current ATEX directive 94/9/EC. 

The next ExNB meeting will be on November 17 and 18, 2014 in Brussels. 

Thierry Houeix 

ExNBG Vice-Chairman
19
REPORT FROM PCIC EUROPE

The Meeting received a verbal report from Mr Marty Cole on recent IEEE Petroleum and Chemical Industry Conferences (PCIC) in which Mr Cole advised the following points:
· The last event in Amsterdam was supported by over 150 participants
· The next event, PCIC North America has attracted 1500 delegate registrations to date and these comprise approximately 55% end-users
· All PCIC events are excellent forums where we can meet our ‘customers’

Decision 2014/62

The Meeting accepted a verbal report and update of recent PCIC activities and planned future events, from Mr Marty Cole.

Members also noted the recent participation on Mr John Allen and Mr Chris Agius in PCIC Middle East and the imminent attendance of Dr Thorsten Arnhold in PCIC North America.
Mr Pomme (NL) promoted the importance of PCIC activities to IECEx – in response Mr Cole advised that PCIC events are a great opportunity for IECEx members to better understand the needs and views of end-users.

Mr Cole invited expressions of interests from members for providing future presentations at PCIC events that have been expanded to include PCIC India and PCIC Brazil and offered to assist in submission of papers.
Decision 2014/63
The Meeting supported the NL proposal for IECEx to have greater participation on PCIC events with Mr Cole (CA) offering to assist those interested in presenting papers at future PCIC events.

Decision 2014/64

The Meeting expressed thanks for the efforts of Mr John Allen and the Secretary in promoting IECEx through presentations at PCIC Middle East in Abu Dhabi, February 2014.
20
FINANCE 

20.1
2013 Accounts   

20.1.1

Approval of the 2013 Audited Accounts
The meeting was asked to approve the audited 2013 Accounts for submission to CAB.

Document considered:

· ExMC/932/DV – 2013 Audited accounts

Mr Berger as Treasurer presented the 2013 Audited Accounts referring to the notes to the accounts included in document ExMC/932/DV, noting this is yet another very positive year for IECEx.

Decision 2014/65

The Meeting in noting the audited accounts in Document ExMC/932/DV and agreed that they be referred to CAB for acceptance.

20.1.2

IECEx General Reserve Status
The Meeting noted the current level of IECEx General Reserve at end of 2013 and the CAB Decision 33/5 of CAB/1170/DL regarding the level of General Reserve.
20.2
To Note the Approved 2015 Budget 

Members noted the previously approved 2015 IECEx Budget, approved by both ExMC and CAB, earlier in 2014.


Document noted:  


· 
CAB/1237/DV -  IECEx Budget for 2015, as approved by CAB 
In response to questions from NL and the US, the IEC General Secretary explained the requirement from the IEC Council Board that indirect costs of operating IEC CA Systems be recovered from 2015 onwards and that the actual value is determined by a formula developed in consultation with the Secretaries of the IEC CA Systems.

20.3
IECEx 2016 + 2017 Forecasted Draft Budget Guide

The Meeting noted the compiled Budget Forecasts for 2016/17 prepared by the Treasurer and Secretary in line with decisions from the 2007 Denver ExMC Meeting and Members request for a budget forecast. The document circulated with the agenda was prepared by taking into account the 2013 audited accounts and 2014 and 2015 Approved Budgets and was provided for ExMC consideration and guidance when preparing the formal budget for 2016.


Document considered:  


·   ExMC/951/CD - Forecasted Draft Budget Guide
The Treasurer, informed the meeting that the preparation of a Draft Forecasted Budget, to act as a preliminary budget, has been a practise he and the Secretary introduced some years ago as a means to allow ExMC Members an opportunity for open discussion among all members when preparing budgets for the following years.

The Treasurer further advised that the Draft Forecasted budget takes into account:

· the 2013 audited accounts 

· the current 2014 Budget and projected end of year forecast

· the approved 2015 Budget as approved by both ExMC and CAB
Following further discussion on the content of the IECEx Budgets and the General Reserve, Mr Collis, as Chairman of IECEE suggested that a committee be established to review this matter.   The Chairman responded that as the Treasurer has informed in IECEx ExMC are provided with a Draft Forecasted budget and with IECEx meeting in Q3 we have a good idea how the current year is progressing financially.  The Chairman also suggested that the IECEx Executive be entrusted with the tasks of (1) reviewing the final draft budget, and (2) ensuring adequate oversight of the budget preparation process – there was support for the Chairman’s remarks with little support for a separate committee to be formed although the US suggested that such tasks should not be conducted by correspondence and may require a February or March meeting of the IECEx Executive (noting that this could be done via web conferencing facilities) each year as the Executive meeting normally scheduled as part of the IECEx Operational Meetings in mid-year may be too late for adequate review and response.

The Chairman, noted the ability for the Executive to consult in between face to face meetings including the use of web based meeting tools.
Decision 2014/66

Members in noting the forecasted Draft Budget Guide contained in Document ExMC/951/CD agreed that it can be used as guidance when preparing the formal budget for 2016, being cognizant of the 3 times annual operating costs as the targeted General Reserve.

In response to US questions on the process for preparation of the forecasted Draft Budget Guide, the Secretary explained to the Meeting that the IEC CAB requires that budgets are approved early in a year for the following year and are voted on by correspondence. The need to consult with the IECEx System membership in this work and to accommodate the timeframes for the CAB processes are the reasons why the long range forecast is presented for consideration and discussion at ExMC meetings by all members.

The US also noted the 2016/2017 budget forecast does not include an item for contribution to the General Reserve and suggested that a minimum value or estimate of the intended contribution should be included.  The Secretary will raise this with the new incoming Treasurer.
20.4
IECEx System Participation Fees 

The Meeting noted the current edition of IECEx OD 019 and the proposal for revision to accommodate the new Ex 000 Unit of Personnel Competence.

Document considered:
· IECEx OD 019 Ed 7.1– IECEx Participation and System Fees
Decision 2014/67

Members noted the current Edition of OD 019 as Edition 7.1 and the need for further revision to accommodate Decision 2014/40 to accept the ExPCC proposal on the fee for the new Ex 000. 

21
REVIEW OF CURRENT ExMC WORKING GROUPS (WGs)

The Meeting reviewed the work and constitution of the following ExMC Working Groups as shown below with updated information.
WG1 - 
Revision of Scheme Rules New IECEx 02, 


Convener = Marty Cole 

WG2 -  Development of Technical Guidance Docs, 


Convener = Mr. Steve Bentham 

WG4 -  Assessor Working Group, 


Convener = Mr. Jim Munro

WG5 -  Assessment and Audit of Manufacturer’s Quality Systems, 


Convener = Mr Jeff Olson

WG8 -
  Regulatory Acceptance, 


Convener = Dr. Uwe Klausmeyer

WG9 -  Now ExTAG WG10 Proficiency Testing, 

Convener = Dr.  Uwe Klausmeyer

WG10 - 
IECEx Certified Service Facilities Scheme, 


Convener = Mr. Theo Pijpker


WG11 - 
Certificates of Conformity issued to distributors, 


Convener = Mr Ron Sinclair

Mr Sinclair informed the Meeting that OD 203 has been published with no comments from the membership. 
WG13 - 
IECEx Scheme Business Development, 

Convener = Mr Nick Maalouf


WG14 - 
IECEx Good Working Practise, 

Convener = Mr Evans Massey


WG15 - 
IECEx Non Electrical Equipment, 

Convener = Mr Jim Munro

22
OTHER BUSINESS

22.1 
Presentation from NZ regarding their hosting of the 2015 series of IECEx 
meetings

The Chairman invited NZ to inform the meeting regarding the 2015 meetings with Mr Gary House and Mr John Kelly of NZ addressed the meeting and presented a video presentation on New Zealand, confirming their invitation to host the 2015 Annual IECEx meetings.
Decision 2014/68

Members noted the informative presentation from NZ regarding the preparations for the 2015 IECEx Annual Meetings. 

22.2
IECEx Secretariat update

Decision 2014/69

In noting the retirement of Mr Wal Robson from the IECEx Secretariat members agreed to record a note of thanks to Mr Wal Robson for his contribution to the success of IECEx.

22.3
Any other matters not listed on the Agenda.

22.3.1

Correspondence from AU NC regarding IEC 60079-29-3
The Meeting considered a proposal by correspondence from AU regarding the applicability of IEC 60079-29-3 for inclusion in the IECEx System until such time as there is more information and experience to support such an inclusion in the IECEx System is warranted.

By way of detail on their concerns AU explained the impact on functional safety issues in the standard that may be rather subjective.

In response US advised their support for the AU ‘proposal’ 

The Secretary suggested that perhaps the AU concerns are more relevant to the IECEx 02 Scheme and that the standard could still have applications on the IECEx 05 Scheme at a later date.

AU advised that there is no specific action required at this time and suggest that a watching brief be maintained
Decision 2014/70

Members noted the correspondence from the AU NC regarding AU concerns on the application of IEC 60079-29-3 and agreed with the suggestion that at this point in time the standard is not suitable for use in the IECEx Equipment Scheme.
22.3.2 
Editorial error in IECEx 02
Decision 2014/71

Members noted the Chairman’s editorial error in IECEx 02 Ed 1.0, Clause 9.6 and agreed for the Secretary to proceed and correct the publication (as shown below) 

9.6 Changes

If the manufacturer wishes to make a change to the certified Ex equipment, controlled by the

ExTR, he shall apply to the ExCB which granted the IECEx CoC, describing the change and

the measures adopted to ensure continuing conformity with the relevant standard(s). The

ExCB shall arrange for such work as is necessary to be carried out to verify that the Ex

equipment incorporating the change will still conform to the standard(s). The ExCB shall issue

an addendum to the certificate authorizing the change. The ExMC shall specify the layout and

content of the addendum. The ExMC ExCB shall determine the extent of the change that can be

accommodated using an addendum to the original certificate and may determine in

consultation with the manufacturer that the changes require a new IECEx CoC to be issued
22.3.3
1906 Award

During the course of the meeting, time was taken to acknowledge the significant contribution to IECEx by various experts by way of granting the IEC 1906 award.  The following experts were nominated by the IECEx Chairman and Executive Secretary via the IEC 1906 award nomination process with all 5 being successful.
Heinz Berger (CH) 

John Allen (GB) 

Tim Duffy (US) 

Vitaly Grudtsyn (RU) 
Alexander Zalogin (RU)

The awards were presented to each recipient by both the IEC Vice President Dr Fujisawa and IEC General Secretary & CEO, Mr Vreeswijk.

The IECEx Chairman, Dr Arnhold congratulated the recipients on behalf of the meeting. 

23
REPORT TO CAB

In response to an invitation to member to raise additional items for the Chairman and Secretary to report to the IEC CAB there were no issues forthcoming.
Decision 2014/72

Members agreed that the preparation of the report to the next CAB meeting be left to the Chairman and Secretary.
24
NEXT MEETING

Decision 2014/73
The Meeting accepted with appreciation an offer from Japan to host the 2021 series of IECEx meetings.

Members noted the acceptance of the kind invitations from the following ExMC Members and to consider future venues for Annual Meetings.

2015: New Zealand

2016: South Africa

2017: USA

2018: France

2019: United Arab Emirates

2020: Canada
2021: Japan 
Decision 2014/74

The Meeting accepted the advice from the NZ NC that the 2015 IECEx meeting is being planned for September 2015.

[SECRETARIAT NOTE:  The Secretariat is pleased to confirm that the 2015 New Zealand IECEx annual meetings will be held during the week commencing 14th September 2015]

In response to the US request that the timing of future IECEx ExMC and ExTAG meetings be not earlier than mid-September to allow sufficient time between IECEx Operational meetings and IECEx Annual meetings (taking into holiday session in Northern Hemisphere) and also to allow adequate member preparation while considering other important events, took the following decision:

Decision 2014/75

The Meeting agreed that we consider the dates of other important events (particularly PCIC events) when scheduling future IECEx meetings and events, with a targeted timeframe of 2nd/3rd week of September.

25
CLOSE OF MEETING

The Chairman closed this meeting of the ExMC at approximately 2.45 p.m. on 29th August 2014 and commented that we have had two days of good discussion that have been both intense and worthwhile and have identified a number of issues for discussion at the next ExMC meeting.
The Secretary responded on behalf of the meeting with a thanks to the Chairman for such a successful first meeting in this role.

Decision 2014/76

In closing the meeting, the Meeting endorsed the Chairman’s appreciation of the following:

· DEKRA management and staff for all their hard work in ensuring the success of this week’s meeting

· All Sponsors for their greatly appreciated support.

· The Secretariat Team for their work in ensuring that the agenda and papers all ran smoothly. 

· Attendance at the meeting by the IEC Vice President and CAB Chairman, Dr Hiromichi Fujisawa

· Attendance at the meeting by the IEC General Secretary and CEO, Mr Frans Vreeswijk

· All Delegates for their contribution and assistance in completing a very full agenda within the set timeframe

Action Items from the 16th Meeting of the IECEx ExMC in The Hague, August 2014.
	Item
	Mins Item
	Actions Arising from the Meeting
	By Whom
	Completion Date

	1
	4.1
	from Decision 2014/04 regarding the Report Card (ExMC/938/R) format, the Secretariat to:
· Include a report item on the number of Assessment Reports reviewed by the Secretariat

· To consider a better way of displaying the information currently outlined in Figure 6 (ExTRs and QARs reviewed)

· To revise the Table in Item 7.2 (Statistics of number of issued documents) to only show the last five years


	Secretariat
	For next ExMC meeting

	2
	4.2
	from Decision 2014/05 Dr Zalogin to be recommended to IEC CAB for a further term as IECEx Vice Chairman.


	Chairman and Secretary
	Completed

	3
	4.3
	from Decision 2014/06 Mr Thierry Houeix to be recommended to IEC CAB as IECEx Treasurer.


	Chairman and Secretary
	Completed

	4


	5.4
	IECEx Chairman and Secretary to initially represent IECEx interests on CAB WG17. The Secretary to contact Member Bodies seeking an expert to represent IECEx. Ref = Decision 2014/10


	Chairman and Secretary
	Completed

	5
	6.3.1
	Secretariat to review the current method of identifying scope limitations to assist transparency. Ref =  Decision 2014/15


	Secretariat
	To report at next IECEx Executive Meeting

	6
	6.4
	Secretariat to revise ExMC/271B/Inf to remove the requirement for member body endorsement of scope extensions and submit for final ExMC voting by correspondence. Ref = Decision 2014/17


	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	7
	7.3


	The proposed revision of OD 003-2 and agreed that this should proceed to publication incorporating the following changes to be made by the Secretary:

· Clarify that mid-term surveillance activities apply to all ExCBs and ExTLs irrespective of their assessment frequency.

· Mid-term surveillance activities may be undertaken in conjunction with annual surveillance visits.

Ref = Decision 2014/19


	Secretariat
	Complete

	8
	7.3


	Canada to prepare a written proposal for consideration at the next ExMC meeting regarding their concerns on the assessment reporting process.  Ref = Decision 2014/20


	Canada 
	For the next ExMC Meeting

	9
	7.3
	WG4 to proceed with their review of OD 003-1 in light of the DE proposal considered during the 2014 IECEx Operational meetings in Dubai, now that the revised OD 003-2 is finalised. 
 
	WG4
	Prior to next ExMC meeting

	10
	7.3
	Member Bodies and ExCBs/ExTLs to consider experts for putting forward to act as IECEx Assessors. 


	MBs, ExCBs and ExTLs
	Following the meeting

	11
	7.4.1
	Secretary to review current text of Clause 11.1 of IECEx 02 for clarity regarding the requirement of an applicant ExCB to be involved in the national scheme of a country that has endorsed their application to IECEx.

	Secretary
	Prior to next ExMC Meeting

	12
	8.3.1
	IECEx Executive is to review current rules and consider criteria for the acceptance of an applicant ExCB that does not have an integral testing laboratory and report to the next ExMC meeting. Ref = Decision 2014/24


	IECEx Executive
	At next meeting of the IECEx Executive

	13
	8.3.2
	RU proposal for introduction of Certification of installations at the Commissioning stage be further considered as for possible future activities.


	IECEx Executive
	Consideration at next meeting of the IECEx Executive

	14
	8.4


	IECEx Chairman and Secretary consult with their counterparts in IECEE Scheme to explore the similarities and differences between the approaches in IECEx OD 024 and IECEE OD 2048 with a view to extract mutual benefits.   A report on this work will be provided to the 2015 ExMC meeting for consideration. Ref = Decision 2014/26


	Chairman and Secretary
	Report at the next ExMC 2015 

	15
	8.5


	ExMC/866A/CD to proceed to publication incorporating editorial corrections (noting the clarification that the requirement for active involvement in IEC or national standards committees would be satisfied by participating in document review and commenting processes). Ref = Decision 2014/27


	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	16
	10.3
	The Executive to commence work on preparing a draft revision of IECEx 01 to reflect the preference for Option #2 as outlined in ExMC/945/CD, taking into account views expressed during this meeting regarding the establishment of a forum similar to ExTAG to support the IECEx 03 Scheme.   Ref = Decision 2014/33 


	IECEx Executive
	Following the meeting

	17
	11.2


	OD 503 Ed. 3.0 as presented in ExMC/934/CD to proceed to publication.  Ref = Decision 2014/35


	Secretariat
	Completed

	18
	11.3
	OD 504 Ed. 3.0 as presented in ExMC/935/CD to proceed to publication.  Ref = Decision 2014/36

 
	Secretariat
	Completed

	19
	11.4
	OD 506 as presented in ExMC/936/CD to proceed to publication. Ref = Decision 2014/37


	Secretariat
	Completed

	20
	11.5


	ExPCC to prepare a final draft OD based on ExMC/937/CD and incorporating comments from the meeting.  This new OD to be submitted for final approval by ExMC via correspondence.   Ref = Decision 2014/38


	ExPCC
	Prior to next ExMC meeting

	21
	11.6


	A final version of ExMC/947/CD to be submitted for ExMC approval by correspondence following an editorial review by the IECEx Secretariat. Ref = Decision 2014/39


	Secretariat
	Prior to next ExMC meeting

	22
	13.1


	The five recommendations from WG1 as presented in ExMC/948/R to be implemented. Ref = Decision 2014/40


	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	23
	13.1
	Mr Marty Cole to be appointed as the new convenor of ExMC WG1.  Ref = Decision 2014/41


	Secretariat
	Completed

	24
	13.3


	Work to develop TCDs covering IEC 60079 parts 10, 14, 17 and 19 to be referred to ExMC WG10. Ref = Decision 2014/44


	ExMC WG10
	Following the meeting

	25
	13.4
	ExMC WG4 to provide more clarity on the capability and competence of assessors with respect to the Chairman’s call for additional assessors to serve the expanded IECEx 03 Scheme . Ref = Decision 2014/46


	ExMC WG4 
	Prior to next ExMC meeting

	26
	13.6
	ZA and all members to contribute suggestions regarding regulatory recognition of IECEx to ExMC WG8 for consideration.  Ref = Decision 2014/49


	ExMC Members
	On-going

	27
	14.1
	IEC TC31 be formally requested to prepare a standard in the IEC 60079 series for use in the certification of assemblies once the ExTAG DS is finalised. Noting that ExTAG is considering a draft Decision Sheet on this matter. Ref = Decision 2014/51


	Secretariat
	Following finalisation of the ExTG DS

	28
	14.1
	IECEx 02, Clause 10.2 to be revised to clarify eligibility to access the appeals process in line with IECEx 01.  Ref = Decision 2014/52


	Secretariat + Chairman
	Prior to next meeting of the IECEx Executive

	29
	14.1


	All accepted and applicant IECEx ExTLs and their associated laboratories (noting that this does not include laboratories operating under the provisions of IECEx OD 024) to participate in the Proficiency Testing Program. Ref = Decision 2014/53 


	All ExTLs 
	Following the meeting

	30
	14.3
	ExTAG WG3 to review the current work in ExTAG regarding Manufacturer’s instructions


	ExTAG WG3
	Prior to next ExMC Meeting

	31
	15
	NL to prepare a written proposal in support of their suggestion regarding signatures on publicly available electronic IECEx Certificates and this will consider the concerns expressed by Mr Sinclair regarding the security of signatures on HTML documents.   This NL proposal will assist members to consult before considering changes to the On-line System and also enable the Secretariat to investigate costs and other aspects of On-line System changes.  Ref = Decision 2014/56

	The Netherlands

Member Body
	For discussion at next ExMC Meeting

	32
	16
	The IEC TC31 report to be forwarded to ExMC WG13 as it contains information on future standards that may represent business opportunities for IECEx.  Ref = Decision 2014/59


	Secretariat
	Following the meeting



	33
	17.1
	RU proposal regarding the promotion of the CROs in the direction of mutual acceptance through the use of the IECEx instruments to be referred to ExMC WG8.  Ref = Decision 2014/60


	ExMC WG8
	Following the meeting

	34
	19
	Members to consider greater participation in PCIC events with Mr Cole (CA) offering to assist those interested in presenting papers at future PCIC events. Ref = Decision 2014/63

	All members interested to contact Mr Cole
	Following the meeting

	35
	20.1.1
	The audited accounts in Document ExMC/932/DV to be referred to CAB for acceptance. Ref = Decision 2014/65


	Secretary
	Completed

	36
	20.3
	The forecasted Draft Budget Guide contained in Document ExMC/951/CD to be used as guidance when preparing the formal budget for 2016, being cognizant of the 3 times annual operating costs as the targeted General Reserve. Ref = Decision 2014/66

Taking into account the request for inclusion of an estimated sum as contribution to general reserve.


	Treasurer /Secretary
	In preparation for the draft 2016 Budget

	37
	20.4


	The current Edition of OD 019 as Edition 7.1 to be revised to accommodate Decision 2014/40 to accept the ExPCC proposal on the fee for the new Ex 000. Ref = Decision 2014/67


	Secretariat
	Following the meeting

	38
	22.3.2
	The editorial error in IECEx 02 Ed 1.0, Clause 9.6 to be corrected and then to proceed to publication. Ref = Decision 2014/71


	Secretariat
	Following the meeting



	39
	23
	Chairman and Secretary to report to the next IEC CAB meeting.  Ref = Decision 2014/72


	Chairman and Secretary
	Completed
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