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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

IEC SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS FOR SAFETY OF

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES (IECEx SCHEME)

For Consideration  by Members of the IECEx Management Committee, ExMC

IECEx Participation and Scheme Fees 

Introductory Note

This document details the current situation concerning IECEx Scheme Fees which include:

· Application Fees for new IECEx Member Bodies (Countries)

· Application Fees for new IECEx Certification Bodies and IECEx Testing Laboratories

· Annual Fees for continued participation

· Surcharge Fees for applications from non-IECEx Member Countries

· Surcharge Fees for late payment of Fees, including late payment of Annual Fees

ExMC Members are requested to consider the application of and level of the surcharges as detailed in this document to consider whether they should remain and at what levels.  

A proposal concerning changes to the levels of surcharges is under discussion among the Officers, and is included in this document for consideration by ExMC.  This proposal is identified by red Text

This document is planned for discussion during the October 2004 ExMC meeting in Brdo, Slovenia.

	Visiting Address:

Level 10

Standards Australia Building

286 Sussex Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
	Contact Details:

Tel: +61 2 8206 6940

Fax:+61 2 8206 6032

E-mail: chris.agius@iecex.com

http://www.iecex.com


1 Introduction

The IECEx Scheme operates on a cost recovery basis so as not to place an undue financial bourdon on the IEC.  In this manner it is the Member Bodies of the IECEx Management Committee that share in the costs of maintaining a fully functional International Certification System for the Ex community.  The method or means by which IECEx Member Bodies recover the annual fees is a matter determined at the National Level.

2 Application Fees

Application Fees are applied in recognition of the past investment of current IECEx Member Countries whom have been funding the development of the IECEx Scheme by way of past years annual fees and also other contributions, eg participation in developmental work of the Scheme.

2.1 Application Fee for new IECEx Member Bodies (Countries)

CHF 4’000
2.2 Application Fee for Certification Bodies from new Countries
CHF 3’000
2.3 Application Fees for Testing Laboratories from new Countries
CHF 3’000
2.4 Application Fees for Certification Bodies and Testing Laboratories from Existing Member  Countries .  Applications for new Bodies from existing member countries shall pay the application fee applicable to the year their country previously joined IECEx (as detailed below) or CHF 1’000 whichever is the greater.

	
	Year Country Joined IECEx

	
	Up to and including 1999 
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004

	ExCB Application Fee (CHF)
	1’000
	1’000
	2’000
	2’000
	2’000
	3’000

	ExTL Application Fee (CHF)
	1’000
	1’000
	2’000
	2’000
	2’000
	3’000


3 Surcharges

3.1 Surcharges for applications from manufacturers from non IECEx Member Countries

3.1.1 Background

Surcharges from manufacturers or applicants from “non-IECEx Member Countries have been apart of the rules for the IECEx Scheme from the beginning (see 9.11 of IECEx 02) as a means of such manufacturers providing a contribution towards the operating costs of the Scheme, as countries that are IECEx Members contribute by way of annual fees.  It is obvious that manufacturers from countries that are not Members of IECEx may stand to benefit by use of the IECEx Scheme deliverables in the same manner as manufactures from IECEx Member countries.

3.1.2 Level of Surcharge

The current level of the IECEx Surcharge from Manufacturers of “Non IECEx” Member Countries is set by the annual budget, considered each year by ExMC and approved by CAB.  For the past few years the level of Surcharge has been set for CHF 2’000 per application.

3.1.3 Application of Surcharge

The Surcharge for Manufacturers from non IECEx Member countries has been applied to the following situations:

a) Where the applicant is from a non IECEx Member Country and the manufacturing location is in a non IECEx Member country; or

b) Where the applicant is from an IECEx Member Country but the only manufacturing location is in a Non IECEx Member Country. In such situations the applicant may be an agent for the manufacturer.

c) Where the application covers an ExTR and QAR and IECEx Certificate of Conformity at the same time, this is regarded as only 1 application for the purposes of calculating the surcharge.

d) Where the application only covers an ExTR or QAR or both, this is treated as a single application for the purposes of calculating the Surcharge

The Surcharge DOES NOT apply where the at least one manufacturing location is located in an IECEx Member Country.  

For any situations not fully covered by the above, the matter shall be referred to the ExMC Secretary, who in consultation with the ExMC Chairman, Treasurer and other Officers shall decide on the application of a Surcharge.

3.1.4 Collection of Surcharge Fees

As required by IECEx Operations Manual, OD 009, the ExCB to which the manufacturer has applied, shall inform the manufacturer of the surcharges and shall collect these on behalf of the Scheme and advise the IECEx Secretariat accordingly.

The IECEx Secretariat shall arrange for an invoice to be issued to the ExCB, collecting the surcharge fees, to enable the ExCB to pay the surcharges fees to the IECEx Account operated by the IEC Central Office in Geneva.

The ExCB has the option to seek individual invoices from the IECEx Secretariat with each application received by the ExCB or alternatively may receive a single invoice, following 31 December, to cover all Surcharge Fess received during the year.  The ExCB shall inform the IECEx Secretariat of their preferred method of collection.


3.1.5 Proposal under consideration among IECEx Officers.

In an effort to simplify the application of Surcharges Fees from manufacturers of non IECEx Member countries and also to encourage use of the IECEx Scheme by Ex industries in both IECEx Member and Non-Member countries the following new approach is offered for consideration during the Brdo 2004 ExMC Meeting.  This proposal is based on the current approach of the IECEE CB Scheme.

3.1.5.1 Proposed new Level of Surcharge, per application


Where application is for an ExTR or QAR only


CHF 300 


(where both are applied at the same time, surcharge shall be 2X CHF300) 


Where application is for an IECEx Certificate of Conformity

CHF 500 

3.1.5.2 Application of Surcharge

The Surcharges in 3.1.5.1 shall apply to applications where any of the following reside in a non-member country:

a) The applicant

b) The manufacturer

c) Any manufacturing site 


3.1.4 Collection of Surcharges

The same procedure detailed in 3.1.4 above is to be maintained


3.2 Surcharges for Late Payment of Annual Fees  

In the past, the IECEx Management Committee (ExMC) introduced a penalty for late payment of annual fees by the introduction of a CHF 1’000 Surcharge fee which is to be added to any outstanding annual dues.

In such situations, the IECEx Secretary shall issue an invoice to cover this Surcharge payment.

Where there are any questions concerning the application of the Late Fee Surcharge, eg where the Member Body has made efforts to pay the annual fees but the fees have been received shortly after the deadline for payment, the IECEx Secretary in conjunction with the IECEx Chairman and Treasurer shall decide on their application. 

__________________

