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Proposal from Sweden


Green paper re. the proposal to shorten the time between re-assessments according to ExMC/460/CD
The Swedish Member of ExMC do not support to increase the costs for manufacturers and users by increasing the audit costs for ExTLs and ExCBs, by shorten the time between re-assessments (3 years instead of 5 years). 
However, due to differences in national accreditation practice, we propose a flexible time period of 3-5 years based on the extent of the national accreditation audits.

A principal procedure as outlined below is proposed, to allow keeping a 5 years period for re-assessments in certain cases. Before applying the procedure, ILAC should be informed of the procedure and any comments from ILAC should be considered by ExMC in the next revision of the procedure. However, the Scheme shall have the right to determine to which extent it shall use national accreditations, in the same way as was done when the current rules were determined by the Scheme.


The proposed procedure might also act as a driving force for ILAC, to obtain a harmonised approach by its member bodies.

Procedure

As a first stage in the planning of a re-assessment of an ExTL and ExCB, the IECEx secretary shall send a questionnaire to the body. If the following conditions are fulfilled, the period for re-assessment shall be extended to 5 years instead of 3 years.
1. The questionnaire shall be returned within 4 weeks, with answers to all questions and signed by IECEx nominated representative at the ExTL/ExCB.
2. The answer shall be YES to all questions.
3. The ExCB/ExTL shall be able to support the answers with documentary evidence within 4 weeks, upon request from the secretary.
Questionnaire

NAB = National Accreditation Body

IECEx Body = IECEx ExTL or ExCB

	
	Question
	NO
	YES

	1
	Does the IECEx Body has a national accreditation?
	
	

	2
	Does the NAB perform an assessment at least once every year of the IECEx Body? (initial assessment, surveillance assessment or re-assessment)
	
	

	3
	Does the NAB perform a re-assessment at least once every 3 years including an audit on the IECEx Body’s premises? 
	
	

	4
	Does the NAB’s audit team include an Ex expert (technical assessor) from another IECEx Body, at the audits for initial assessment and re-assessments (on the IECEx Body’s premises)?
	
	

	5
	Does the NAB’s surveillance assessments include an audit on the IECEx Body’s premises at least once every year?
	
	

	6
	Does the NAB’s report/decision from the assessments include a specification of the IEC standards and editions, covered by the assessment? 
	
	

	7
	Do the assessments made by NAB cover all verification activities (assessment and testing) used by the ExTL and ExCB to confirm compliance with the whole standard?
	
	


Note: A person is considered as an “Ex-expert from another IECEx Body” if the person has at least xx years full time work experience in the field by an IECEx Body, during the last xx years.
__________________________________________________________
Signature of the IECEx nominated representative of the ExCB/ExTL
