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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION SCHEME FOR CERTIFICATION TO STANDARDS RELATING TO EQUIPMENT FOR USE IN EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES

(IECEx SCHEME)

GENERAL INFORMATION

ON THE Meetings OF THE IECEx SCHEME 
TO BE HELD IN BUXTON DERBYSHIRE UNITED KINGDOM

from 3rd October to 7th October 2005

Meeting DETAILS

Place of the meetings:

Palace Hotel





Tel.:
+44 1298 22001
Palace Road, Buxton



Fax :
+44 1298 767034

SK17 6AG United Kingdom




www.paramount-hotels.co.uk/destinations/central_england/palace 
The map with indicated location of the hotel is attached (Annex 1).
Meeting days:
Officially the meetings will begin on Monday morning, October 3rd and end on Friday afternoon, October 7th. The meetings of the Joint Working Groups 1 and 5 (and potentially ExTAG WG 03) are, however, scheduled for a day earlier, Sunday, October 2nd.

Schedule of the Meetings:

	Sunday, 2 October
	Joint Working Groups 1 and 5

(for members only)

	Monday, 3 October

(Training session)

and

Tuesday, 4 October
	ExTAG

	
	

	Thursday, 6 October

and

Friday, 7 October
	ExMC


A detailed schedule of the meetings will follow. 

Wednesday 5 October will take the form of an Industry Seminar Day, to which all delegates are invited.  Please see the separate information

Registration and Accommodation
Registration

Delegates are kindly requested to confirm their participation at the IECEx 2005 Meetings by sending a fully completed Registration Form by 31 July 2005 to the following two addresses:

Host Organisation:
Mr Simon Davies


Baseefa


Rockhead Business Park, Staden Lane


Buxton SK17 9RZ United Kingdom


Fax: +44 1298 766601, e-mail: simon.davies@baseefa.com
IECEx Secretariat:
Mr Chris Agius


IECEx Secretariat


286 Sussex Street, Sydney NSW 2000, Australia


Fax: + 61 2 8206 6272, e-mail: chris.agius@iecex.com
Accommodation

A block pre-reservation of a sufficient number of en-suite rooms has been made with the PALACE HOTEL, i.e. the venue of the Meetings.  The hotel has its own leisure club including a swimming pool filled with heated spa water.

The hotel will guarantee accommodation to anyone booking before 3 July 2005 and will continue to accept bookings until 3 September at the quoted price if accommodation is available.

Please confirm your reservation by completing the Hotel Reservation Form and send it as soon as possible to the hotel with a copy to Baseefa using the contact information on the form.

Should you choose to stay at a hotel of your own choice, please state so on the Meeting Registration Form. 

Food

The host of the Meetings will provide lunches. 

Dinner may be taken at the hotel or you may make use of the many restaurants within easy walking distance, or “English Pubs” which serve meals.
Social EventS

On Tuesday evening, 4 October, all delegates and their accompanying persons are invited by the host to visit both laboratories in the town, Baseefa and The Health and Safety Laboratory (which carries out research into explosion protection).  Refreshments will be provided.

On Thursday evening 6 October, all are invited to a gala dinner at the Palace Hotel.

Accompanying persons’ programme:
In addition to the above-mentioned events, accompanying persons (and delegates not in a particular meeting) will be offered various leisure options which are likely to include :

Visit to a historic house (Chatsworth)

Visit to Wedgewood or Royal Doulton Potteries to see the famous china being made and to have an opportunity for purchase from the factory.

Countryside walks (of varying length to suit), followed by afternoon tea will be available.  (Please bring walking boots/shoes if you are a “serious” walker.)

Discover the beautiful Peak District National Park by bus (one of the first true conservation areas in the world).

Shopping trip to Manchester or Chester  (N.B. Manchester is available on any day by direct train from Buxton)

Visit art galleries and museums in Manchester, including the very first passenger railway station in the world.

Guided tours providing historical commentary on the development of Buxton from the original Roman Spa and visit our own Buxton limestone caves (to see the worlds “fastest growing” stalagmite – 15 cm in less than 150 years).

We are in discussions with Buxton Museum regarding a possible relevant display and also Tarmac who may be able to allow a technical visit to their new cement kilns situated in one of the largest quarries in Europe.

It would help to plan the programme if those with particular interests sent an email to simon.davies@baseefa.com indicating preferences from those activities listed above or making suggestions for other activities.

Golf

Buxton is proud to possess a “McKenzie” course with an arrangement of three holes in succession reckoned to be as good as any elsewhere in the world.  If you are likely to be interested in a round, please email simon.davies@baseefa.com and we will see what can be arranged.

Arrival By air
Although not as well served as London Heathrow, Manchester Airport does have several intercontinental flights each day, from both east and west, and has good connections from all European hubs.

The airport is about 40km from Buxton but there is a local bus service, from the main airport bus station, running every half hour during the day and hourly in the evenings and on Sundays.  Journey time varies throughout the day but is typically 90 minutes.  A timetable is available at: 

http://www.trentbuses.co.uk/timetables/times/index.html?199skyline.html
Alight at Buxton railway station and the hotel is visible within 100 m, at the end of the station.

Trains are also available, but require one change (at Manchester Piccadilly Station), take longer and are less frequent.

Taxis are available from the airport but are considerably more expensive and will take between 45 and 55 minutes.

All major brands of hire car are available.  For those unfamiliar with the area, the simplest route is via the M60 motorway to Stockport, then the A6 main road to Buxton, although the traffic can be difficult at peak times.

For a route map enter “Manchester Airport” and “Buxton” into the “Routefinder” on www.theaa.com but do not believe the suggested time!  Assume up to 1 hour at busy periods.

climate 

Buxton is located in a hollow, surrounded by hills, and has its own microclimate, which can differ considerably from nearby locations.  It is also slightly colder because of its height at approximately 350m above sea level.  In early October we can have some fine weather though must be prepared for rain and wind on occasions 

To see the forecast for Buxton for the following five days, visit:

www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/europe/uk/midlands.html 

and select Buxton from the map.

VISAS

Delegates from outside the European Economic Area are advised to check with their agency about regulations for visas

CURRENCY

Although the Euro may be accepted in some major locations in Manchester, assume that only the pound sterling (GBP) is accepted in Buxton.

All major credit cards are accepted in UK, in places displaying their logo at the entrance, though American Express and Diners Club are less easy to use.

There are 24 hour cash machines at three banks, all within 150 m of the hotel

About BUXTON and the Peak District

Useful and interesting information can be found at:

www.visitpeakdistrict.com
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