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GENERAL INFORMATION

ON THE Meetings OF THE IECEx SYSTEM 
TO BE HELD IN Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

from 31st August 2009 to 4th September 2009

Meeting DETAILS

Place of the meetings:

Rydges Hotel and Conference Centre, 


186 Exhibition Street 

Melbourne
Victoria 3000

Australia
More information on the Rydges  web site: www.rydges.com



Meeting days:
Officially the meetings will begin on Monday morning, 31st August 2009 and will end on Friday afternoon 4th September 2009. The meetings of the Joint Working Groups 1 and 5 (and potentially ExTAG WG 11) are, however, scheduled for one day prior to the commencement of these meetings, Sunday, August 30th 2009.

Schedule of the Meetings:

	Date
	Meeting
	Location

	Sunday, 30th August
	Joint Working Groups 1 and 5

(for members only)
	Rydges Hotel

	Monday, 31st  August

(Training session)

and

Tuesday, 1st September

Technical Meeting
	ExTAG
	Rydges Hotel

	Wednesday 2nd September 2009

An Industry Symposium will be held at Rydges Hotel, Conference Centre

	Thursday, 3rd September
and

Friday, 4th  September 
	ExMC
	Rydges Hotel


The map showing the venue, for the IECEx Series of Meetings, Monday to Friday, is attached as Annex A.
Please note:

A Technical visit to TestSafe Australia (Sydney), has been planned for the afternoon of Friday 28th August 2009. A coach will be provided to take visiting delegates to TestSafe from Rydges World Square Hotel in central Sydney. As TestSafe is situated on the outskirts of Sydney those wishing to attend will need to take this into account when finalising their travel arrangements. 
Wednesday 2nd September 2009 will take the form of an Industry Seminar Day, to which all delegates are invited. The details of the Symposium will appear in a separate delegate’s information document. 
Registration and Accommodation
Meetings Registration
Delegates are kindly requested to confirm their participation at the IECEx 2008 Meetings by sending a fully completed Registration Form by 1st August 2009 to the following two addresses:

Organising committee:     Ms Deanie Bridges
C/O Rockwell Automation
37 Chapman Street

Blackburn,

Vic  3130

Australia

Fax : +61 3 9890 0953

E-mail to:dbridges@ra.rockwell.com



IECEx Secretariat:
Ms Christine Kane 


IECEx Secretariat


286 Sussex Street, 

Sydney NSW 2000, 

Australia


Fax: + 61 2 8206 6272, 


E-mailto:christine.kane@iecex.com
Registration at the meetings

The registration desk will be open at- 
· Rydges Hotel, 186 Exhibition Street, Melbourne.
· On Monday August 31st, Tuesday September 1st, Wednesday September 2nd and Thursday September 3rd from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
Accommodation
Delegates attending the IECEx series of meetings to be held in Melbourne, from 31st August to 4th September 2009, are advised that a special rate has been negotiated by the Australian Organising Committee at the Rydges Hotel where the meeting will be held. Please note: Delegates are expected to make direct contact with the hotel to secure accommodation. This can be done by using the Hotel’s registration system set up for the IEC Ex Meetings.

IECEx Web Site 
Food

Breakfast is included in the Room rate during the meetings and will be provided at Rydges Hotel.

Morning and afternoon coffee and tea with light snacks will be provided during the meetings and an “all day” espresso/cappuccino bar will be in operation. 

A Farewell Lunch for those attending the meeting will be held on Friday afternoon 4th September 2009. Accompanying persons may also attend. 
On Tuesday evening, 1st September 2009, all delegates and their accompanying persons are invited, by the host, to a sightseeing visit to watch the Penguins come ashore at Phillip Island, about 140 kilometres south-east of Melbourne. This will be followed by a Spit Roast dinner (a good Aussie BBQ). Transport will be provided.

On Thursday evening 3rd September 2009 an official dinner will be held at Queens College Dining Hall Melbourne University. Full details of the dinner will be made available at the time of registration. 

Accompanying Persons Programme
Two days have been set aside for organised activities for the accompanying persons. These days will be Tuesday 1st September 2009 and Thursday 3rd September 2009. Details of these activities will be posted to the IECEx Web Site’s Melbourne Meeting page closer to the meetings. 

Technical Visit - Test Laboratory Visit (See earlier note)

On Friday 28th August 2009 a Test Laboratory visit has been arranged with TestSafe in the outer suburbs of Sydney. The details of this visit will appear in a separate delegate’s information document. 

Sydney is approximately 1 and half hours flying time from Melbourne. 

Those delegates interested should arrive by Air at Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport and then travel onto Melbourne on a domestic flight also from that Airport 
Melbourne Airport 
International Airlines

Melbourne Airport is serviced by 23 international airlines. The airport is approximately 22 kilometres from the city – approximately 25 minute drive. 

From London, you can fly direct to Melbourne – the journey takes around 20 hours. There are also indirect flights, making the journey longer but considerably less expensive. 
From North America, you can catch a direct flight to Melbourne, as well as a number of single-stop services. Excluding stopovers, flying time to Melbourne is around 20 hours from New York or Toronto, 18 hours from Vancouver, or 15 hours from Los Angeles. 

From New Zealand, there is a range of flights available to Melbourne, with those from Auckland taking approximately three-and-a-half hours. 

Sydney Airport 
Sydney Airport is serviced by 30 international airlines. The airport is approximately 12 kilometres from the city – approximately 15 minutes drive. 

From London, you can fly direct to Sydney – the journey takes around 20 hours. There are also indirect flights, making the journey longer but considerably less expensive. 

From North America, you can catch a direct flight to Sydney, as well as a number of single-stop services. Excluding stopovers, flying time to Sydney is around 20 hours from New York or Toronto, 16 hours from Vancouver, or 13 hours from Los Angeles. 
Domestic Airlines


Qantas, Virgin Blue and Jetstar are the major domestic carriers and are housed within the main terminal at Melbourne Airport. The airlines operate regular services throughout the day from Australia’s major cities, with flights leaving every 15 minutes in busy periods

Visas

If you are not an Australian citizen you will need a valid visa or Electronic Travel Authority (ETA) to enter Australia. All foreign nationals must obtain a visa/ETA before travelling to Australia. 
Visas are available from Australian visa offices, such as Australian embassies, High Commissions and consulates. They are also available electronically, over the internet. With an ETA, you do not need a stamp in your passport, as they are confirmed electronically on your arrival.

Visit the Australian Government's Electronic Travel Authority site to check your eligibility for an online ETA. A service charge of $20 AUD applies for online applications. Some travel agents and airlines may also assist you with visas.
Standard three-month tourist visas are valid for multiple entries over one year. Six-month visas are also available. If you’re on a three-month visa and want to stay longer, you can extend your visa in Melbourne. 
Contact the Department of Immigration and Citizenship at 2 Lonsdale Street, in Melbourne's city centre (Ph 131 881). 
More information is available from the Australian Department of Immigration’s website as above.
Customs

Prior to landing on Australian soil, you will be given an incoming passenger card to complete, as well as Customs and Quarantine forms. Australia has particularly strict quarantine laws – you must declare all goods of animal or plant origin, and you’re not allowed to bring fresh fruit or vegetables into the country.
More information is available from The Australian Government Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry 
If you’re unsure about any items, you should declare them. And if you’ve been snacking on the flight, place any leftovers in the amnesty quarantine bins in the arrival area or on the way to the luggage collection bay.
Australian customs regulations allow anyone over 18 to import the following goods duty free: $400 AUD worth of goods, not including alcohol or tobacco; 2.25 litres of alcohol; 250 cigarettes, or 250 grams of cigars or tobacco products (other than cigarettes).
More information is available from The Australian Government of Immigration and Citizenship
Car Rental services at Melbourne Airport are provided by the following operators. You'll find the car rental desks located on the arrivals level at the terminal. 
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CURRENCY AND CREDIT CARDS 
The basic unit of currency is the Australian Dollar. Notes come in AUD 100, AUD 50, AUD 20, AUD 10 and AUD 5 denominations. Coins come in 5c, 10c, 20c, 50c, AUD 1 and AUD 2 denominations. 
The exchange rate is approximately 1AUD = 0.65 USD; but it fluctuates considerably and delegates should check the latest exchange rates at the following site: 
http://www.xe.com/ucc/
Major credit cards such as American Express, Visa, MasterCard and Diners Club are widely accepted. 
ATMs (Cashpoints) are very commonplace throughout Australia, and generally accept a wide range of cards, including Cirrus/Maestro cards. 

TAX REFUNDS 
Australia has a Goods and Services Tax (GST) of 10%, which by law is always included in the displayed or marked price. For tourists buying goods in excess of AUD 300 as part of a single purchase, a refund of the tax is available when they are exported. This is obtained through the Tourist Refund Scheme (TRS) desk at your airport of departure. (Please note, however, that most Australian shops serving tourists do provide a tax-free purchasing option on presentation of a valid passport and airline ticket. TRS does not apply in these cases) 

INSURANCE 

The organisers and hosts cannot accept any responsibility for accidents, losses and/or damages that may occur. Delegates are advised to obtain travel, medical, personal accident and luggage insurance in their home countries prior to departure. 
ELECTRICITY

[image: image2.emf]
In Australia the power plug has an earth (grounding) pin and two flat pins forming a V-shape. There is a non earthed (ungrounded) version of this plug as well, with only two flat V-shaped pins. Australia’s standard plug/socket system is used in applications up to 10 amps. The electric supply in Australia is 230 volts a.c. 50 Hz. You will need an adaptor to fit your plug into an Australian 3 pin socket. Adaptors are readily available at local stores. 
If your standard electric supply is 110 volts (North America/Japan), you will need an adaptor (which changes the shape of the plug) and a converter (which changes the voltage). Do not make the mistake of just using the adaptor unless the appliance you are using has a voltage switch on it. 

TELEPHONES 

Telephone outlets in major hotels take the American modular (RJ11) plug; however, some locations still require a unique Australian telephone plug. Adaptors are readily available at local stores. 

Public Payphones

The public payphones will either take a phone card, which can be purchased at Newsagents, or coins. A local call will cost at least 40 cents. 
SHOPPING HOURS 
Normal retail trading hours are Monday–Saturday 9am to 5.30pm. Some shops close earlier at the weekends. Supermarkets have extended hours. 

BANKING HOURS
The banks are open from 9.30am to 4.30pm Monday through Friday. 
TIPPING 

Tipping is not customary or obligatory. It is at your own discretion and only for good service. As a guide, add 7 to 10% to a restaurant bill. 

SMOKING
Smoking is not permitted within public buildings in Australia and is not permitted at all on public transport, including domestic air flights. 

Melbournes’ climate 

The weather in Melbourne is notorious for providing all four seasons in one day, so be prepared.

These meetings will be held in the Southern Spring and the weather will be improving daily.

The typical temperature range for September is 10 to 20 degrees Celcius. 

Daily weather forecast
About Melbourne, Victoria and Australia 

Useful and interesting information can be found at:

Official website of the Victorian Government Tourist Office



Melbourne Web Site 
Melbourne is set around the shores of Port Phillip Bay. The city itself, laid out in a large rectangle and boasting a lively and cosmopolitan pulse, sits on the northern banks of the Yarra River, about five kilometres from the bay.

CBD

One glance at a map and it’s obvious that Melbourne is a planned city: a tidy, balanced grid of neatly angled streets. But beneath this sense of everything in its place restraint lies a restless creative energy constantly pushing back at the city’s seeming conservatism. The CBD is made up of precincts – distinct enclaves each with its own flavour and charm. Some are just a lane or two, while others cover the banks of the Yarra River or a busy CBD street.

City fringe

Extending around the bay are a number of inner suburbs, each with its own distinct character and personality. A short tram ride from the city centre, Melbourne’s suburban neighbourhoods are a must see for anyone wanting to experience what life here is really all about.

Getting around
Most visitors base themselves in the city centre, the buzzing commercial heart of Melbourne that's also home to museums, theatres, restaurants, bars and shops. The city's layout makes Melbourne an easy city to navigate, and almost everything is within walking distance – if it's not, you can simply hop aboard a train or tram.
	


	Trains 
Flinders Street Station is the hub of Melbourne's train system with all trains beginning or ending their journey there


	


	Trams 
Melbourne's famous trams are a great way to explore the city and inner suburbs. Ride the free City Circle tram for a great insight into the city


	


	Buses 
A bus will get you to places trams and trains don't go. Use the same tickets as for trams and trains and see Melbourne from the roads


	


	Driving 
Melbourne is an easy city to drive in due to its wide thoroughfares and simple grid city plan, so jump in a car and see the city at your own pace


	


	Taxis 
Get yourself around in one of Melbourne's numerous yellow taxis – you may end up with an impromptu tour guide with a story to tell!


	


	Citylink 
Melbourne's three major freeways are connected by CityLink, a fully electronic tollway. Make sure you remember to purchase a CityLink pass


	


	Ferries 
Take the ferry across the bay from Southbank and St Kilda to Williamstown or along the Yarra for a scenic and convenient way around town



Melbourne’s historic network of laneways and arcades boasts the unique, the exotic and the quirky. Discover an eclectic and delightful mix of small boutiques selling everything from Melbourne designed fashion to Russian dolls and lollipops.
Find and explore the Block, Cathedral and Royal arcades, Degraves and Crossley streets, Presgrave and Centre places and more.

Fashion

Some of the best and brightest of Melbourne and international fashion can be found hidden away in the laneways and arcades.
Cathedral Arcade is home to the Japanese-inspired Genki, the unique and cool Alice Euphemia and the groovy Route 66.
Find fabulous lingerie at Smitten Kitten on Degraves Street and comfortable yoga and dance inspired pieces at BODY on Centre Place.
If vintage is your thing, make a beeline for Shag or Retrostar and if you want high fashion try Blonde Venus, Zambesi or Alpha 60.

Food

Melbourne’s coffee culture surrounds you in the laneways and arcades with street cafés and funky coffee shops around every other corner. Take a break from shopping to linger over a latte and watch the world go by.
Degraves Street, Centre Place and Block Place are lined with small eateries, most with an alfresco dining option, offering everything from coffee and paninis to sushi, soup and pasta.
Partake in tea and cake at the historic Hopetoun Tea Rooms (dating back to 1893) in the Block Arcade, grab an authentic Belgian waffle from Waffle On in Degraves Street or climb the stairs to Hell's Kitchen in Centre Place.

The rest

Dotted amongst the fashion hot-spots and galleries you'll find accessories, books, collectibles and home wares. Make sure you find Crossley Street for shops like De Mille Decorative & Fine Arts and Glitzern, and Block Place for blues, jazz and folk music at Basement Discs.
And don't forget to look up to see stunning 19th century architecture and detailing in the laneways and colourful stained glass windows and ceiling frescos in the arcades

Melbourne's melting pot of cultures is reflected in its microcosmos of restaurants, cafes, bistros and bars. Fashionable, eclectic and eccentric – Melbourne’s dining spots offer a dizzying spread of the world’s great cuisines, serving meals from the substantial and classic to the truly exotic.
In the city, you can enjoy afternoon tea in the genteel surroundings of a nineteenth-century hotel, watch and be watched in buzzing laneway cafés and bars, or handpick a bottle of Yarra Valley chardonnay at the latest über-chic hangout. Head out a little further and explore one of Melbourne’s specialist eating destinations – Richmond for cheap and cheerful Vietnamese dishes, Carlton for Italian classics, Fitzroy for tantalising Spanish tapas.

Melbourne is also the coffee capital of Australia. In the CBD, the cobblestone laneways are filled with the aroma of espresso coming from a myriad of cafés. Further afield, Richmond, St Kilda, Fitzroy, South Melbourne and Prahran also offer great café strips, with a more laid-back feel.

ANNEX A
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Sydney Technical Visit:
Delegates attending the TestSafe Laboratory visit in the outer suburbs of Sydney on 28th August 2009 are advised that a special rate has been negotiated by the Australian Organising Committee at the Rydges Hotel in the Sydney city area. 
Please note: Delegates are expected to make direct contact with the hotel to secure accommodation. This can be done by using the Hotel’s registration system set up for this visit.
Rydges Hotel World Square


Food

Breakfast is included in the room rate at Rydges Hotel Sydney.
Afternoon coffee and tea will be provided at the Test Safe visit

Sydney’s climate 

This visit will be held in the Southern Spring and the weather will be improving daily.

Sydney annual average of sunshine is almost seven hours a day. The typical temperature range for September is 10 to 19 degrees Celcius. 

Daily weather forecast



About Sydney and New South Wales (NSW) 

Useful and interesting information can be found at:

Official website of the NSW Government Tourist Office



The City of Sydney covers approximately 26.15 square kilometers. 

Sydney is set around the shores of Port Jackson. The city itself, laid out as a long finger sits on the southern banks of Port Jackson. The city fans out from the focal point of Circular Quay, this transport hub is within walking distance of the city's star attractions, the Habour Bridge, opened in 1932 and the Sydney Opera House.

CBD
Sydney’s city centre offers visitors a huge variety of attractions, including designer boutiques, fine restaurants, hip bars and lavish department stores. Clusters of modern office towers look down on the action and over Sydney’s historic precincts, such as The Rocks.

The city centre has some of Australia’s best shopping arcades and malls. To find your way there, just look for Australia’s tallest structure – the Sydney Tower, with its 360-degree views stretching as far as the Blue Mountains on a clear day. Pitt Street Mall is a good spot to pause for some impromptu lunchtime entertainment. 

Getting around
Most visitors base themselves in the city centre, the buzzing commercial heart of Sydney and almost every thing is within walking distance from the Rydges Hotel.

Food

Sydney Pub culture surrounds you in the narrow streets and iconic locations and around every corner. Take a break and linger over a beer at almost every street corner or take in some of the restaurants located around the harbour.
Sydney is where accomplished chefs, culinary innovation, stunning views and delicious fresh cuisine meet. Let your tastebuds lead you on a gourmet tour of discovery across one of the world's favourite food capitals. 

With its temperate climate and stunning landscape, Sydney 's water views and alfresco dining are vital ingredients when eating out. Outdoor dining spots are scattered throughout the city, try Woolloomooloo Wharf, Cockle Bay, The Rocks, King Street Wharf, Bondi and Balmoral Beach.

When the sun goes down, make sure you head for any one of the city's vibrant watering holes where the cocktail lists are long, the dance floors hot and the crowds friendly and up-for-it.
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