The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) will organize the 5th meeting of its Sectoral Initiative on “Equipment for Explosive Environments” (SIEEE) on Wednesday 2 September 2009 in Melbourne, starting at 14:00. 
(R.S.V.P. before 30 August to Ms. Lorenza Jachia: mailto:lorenza.jachia@unece.org
More information can be found on our website:

http://www.unece.org/trade/wp6/welcome.htm)
The meeting will: 

· Present a Model for Regulatory Cooperation developed by the Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe; 
· Discuss different regulatory approaches used internationally by regulators;

· Develop a guidance document for a “model regulation” in the Ex-sector 

Background

International standards do exist in the Ex-sector, and countries refer to the same standards in their legislation. The IECEx scheme is also widely used – both by industry and by regulators – creating a common basis for conformity assessment procedures. Yet, markets for trade in this equipment are not open and traders still incur high costs for mandatory approval by domestically recognized notified bodies. The UNECE Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies and its team of specialists on standardization and regulatory techniques have elaborated a model for regulatory cooperation and launched an initiative in the sector of Ex-equipment to tackle this issue. 

The UNECE Model for Technical Cooperation 

Our model contains a set of principles and procedures that countries can implement to approximate their technical regulations. At the core of the Model is the concept of Common Regulatory Objectives (CROs). For each sector, these objectives address legitimate Government concerns related to public health, safety or protection of the environment. CROs are jointly defined preferably with reference to international standards. They specify (a) how compliance is assessed, (b) which conformity assessment bodies are recognized as competent, and (c) what competence criteria are to be fulfilled, among other flanking issues.
We have already conducted a survey (LINK) on regulatory frameworks for Ex-equipment in different countries and accepted Terms of Reference (LINK). In Melbourne, we will present and discuss the first draft CROs to obtain feedback from regulators and other participants in order to consolidate opinions expressed by all stakeholders. 

The event takes place right after the meeting of the International Electrotechnical Commission Scheme for Certification to Standards Relating to Equipment for use in Explosive Atmospheres (IECEx Scheme). 

